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THOSK TRUE AMERICANS 

WnO TiniCK JUSTt.T OV TTAUAN ▼HtTUK, WnO, 
AUVX TO ITAUAN MIAFORTUMES, DQ XOT BXPKCT 
ITALIAX SOCIAL RSOKNERATION yjlOM BLOOD, tTILXTfU, OK 
OOlltPIRACT, BUT FROIC OKDKR, LAW, MUTUAb 
BSirSCT, AXD FROM TIIK RXVIVAL OV 
ITAUAN WISOOM, AND OF 
ITALIAN YALOB. 
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PEEX'ACR 



M08T opportune]/ ai tlie prcsent timo, when a strug- 
gle for national indcpendenoe ìs going on in Europei I 
offer Uii8 work to the friends of Italj in America. 

Depending on thcir kind feelings towards Italy, I ven- 
ture tlìis translotion, notwithstandìng the many defccts 
which must naturali/ follow mj employing a langnage 
with which I was totally unaoquainted until I had 
rcadicd manhood. 

I have an opinion of my own about Napoleon IIL 
I think him honest Ilo rocans, I believe, to do good 
to Italy. The fact of his upholding the govemment of 
Picdmont gives rise to misgivings in the minds of 
many. Pcrhaps there is some reason for this. But 
exùus acta probat» 

However, if Italj should succeed in asserting hcr 
rightSy with the help of FrancCi will she continue 

A «enpìr «cayrt mmeilriu o vùUaf 



■M^iai 



▼i PREKAC£. 

The trae and bopeful aoswer to this question depends 
oolj on the moderatioo and Buicerity of the Italians 
themselTe*. 

Tbe leMoot of 1821, "SI, and '48 ought, by this time, 
to bave sopplied a eode of practical national principlct 
to off paitiet in the Peninsola. 

Wm the Italiana protit bj thofle kMont ? 

Thia it the fear of ali ainoere well-wiahen to Italy. 



ETTORE FIERAMOSCA. 



CIIAirrEB I. 



Os the cvcning of u charming day of Aprii, a. d. 1503, 
the beli of the towcr of San Domenico, in Barletta, gave 
the bignal for the Anydtis. FoUowing the eustom of the 
pcaccful inhabitants of villages, e8{>eeially at the south of 
Italy, the i)eople liad assemblcd towardd night on the 
squaro near the sea, to excliange friendly wonk, and in 
the cool breeze, and under the serene sky, enjoy some 
rest aAer the labors of the day. Grou|}8 of soldiers, 
SiMinish and Italiana, had resorted there with tlie villa- 
gur», for the same purpose; some were strolling about 
the phice, and some were standing ; others sitting on, or 
Icaning against the boats which liad been drawn up in 
a line along the beach. Like soldiers of ali nations and 
of every ago, tlicir manners were sueh as to say, 
*^ Avaunt ! the land is ours ! ** Indeed the villagers, 
leaving the best of the pUice to tbem, kept aloof, there- 
by tacitly cncouraging the soldiers' arrogance. If the 
reader, to form in bis own mind a picture of the seene 
before us, represented to himself a gathering of the aol- 
dien of our own timesy' in their unmeaniDg unifomiy he 
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iroold be veiy fiur from haTing a oorreet idea of it 
Goosalo's armjy the infanUy especiallj, albeit thej wero 
dad better than anj other, and dcddedly the be«t corps 
in Chxùtendoaiy bad no knowledge whatever, no more 
than any olher troops of the BÌxteenth century, of that 
•erere modem discipline which has gone so far in mak« 
ing the soldicrB look like onc another from head to foot. 
Ai that timo any man who entered the army, eithcr on 
ftot or with honse, was at perfect libert j to dress, arm, or 
ecfoip himself as he pleased. Ilcnee it was easy to know 
the nationalitj of every soldier, so striking were the 
Tarìety and charactcristics of fashions, colorsi and bear- 
iii|^ which distinguished every man in that crowd. Tlie 
Spaniards weie in general serious, immovable, wiili an air 
of defiance, wrapped (or, as they say, embozadoi) in the 
national mantle (eopo), from under which protrudcd the 
long and slender Toledo biade ; tlie Italians, gamilous, 
aoimated in their gestures, in dose jackets, and the pistoi- 
ese dagger hanging across their backs. 

Ai the first sound of Uie beli the noise instantly ceascd, 
suid ali heads were uncovered, because, in those lime:*, 
eren soldiers bad faith, and really said their praycra. 
AAer a brief interval the hats were replaccd, und the 
barn of Toices began again* At first, and from a dis- 
tanoe, the crowd appeared to be gay and lively ; however, 
faad yoa mingled with them, you would bave ea^^ily found 
that there was a common reason to be uneasy and low- 
^irited ; and the mind as well as the conversation were 
engrossed by matters of distress. Truly there was co- 
l^eot leasoo for it The famme was beginning to be felt 
«Uready amoogst the troops and the inhabitants of Bar- 
The n^le Captain waitmg for the tardy reinforoe- 
ezpected from Spaia» kepi bis bands within the 
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walls of that town, noi willing to commit the suooess of , 
the war to the chanccs of ono day, whcn his men wera 
80 much inferior in number to tho Frcnch. 

The squnre was skirted on three sides bj the poor 
dwcllings of seafaring mcn, bj the tavern, and bj the 
church. The other side was open, looking over the sea, 
and incumb«!rcd, as is usuai in such places, with boats, 
ncts, and other implements proper for the trade. On the 
far-oflT horiaEon the tali and dark forni of Mount Gargano 
emergod from the waters, with ita crest illumined bj the 
level beams of the sctting sun. 

In the intcrvcning spaoe a Tessei was trying to make 
hcadway; she tacked oontinuallj over the becalmed 
waters, endcavoring to catch tho slightest wind, which 
now and thcn breathed over the gulf, and rippled the 
waters hcre and thcrc with long curling waves. The 
difitancc from the shorc, and the foint cvcning light did 
not enable the men in Barletta to rccognize her colora. 

A Spaniardy standing ncar the shore with the resi of 
the soldicrs, gazed at the boat, straining his ejes, and 
twisting a pair of veiy long mustachk)Sy rather graj than 
black. 

*^ What are ye looking at, thcre, like a statue, and not 
even dcigning to answer a question ? " 

This was the apostrophe of a Neapolitan soldier who 
felt offended bccause the Spaniard had not answered him 
bcfore, but stili his comrado did not scem moved, not in 
tlie least At last he gave a groan, which sounded more 
like the wind from a pair of bellows, than the breathing 
of a man, and said : — 

** Voto a Diatf que JHuutra SeUora ' de GastOj who 
scnds good wind and grants speedj joumej to so manj 
who praj to her on the sea, might as well huny tliat ship 



Wrm^mm,''^ m m\\mni \wmmmmmmm^mmmmmm ii ii | iii 



10 ETTOBE nEBAMOSCA. 

OD to da, who praj to ber from the land, and wbo have 
DoChing elM to poi betwcen our teeth, unlcss il is the butt 
of an arquebuae I Perhajis tliere u a cargo of grain and 
pnnrisions for those exoommonicated Frcnch, who have 
eaged as ap bere to die of bungcr. . • • Tmala Pasqua 
M# d» IXoij y tea la primera que ffiniertj ti su Graeia d 
SdSor Gonzalo HerwmdtzJ^ aAer he has taken a good 
dnuier and a better supper, cares for us more tlian for 
the centro ds sus zapatos/* t 

^What can Gonralo do?** the Neapolilan retorted, 
iritb great pertnessy onlj for the sako of contradicting ; 
* has he to tom himself into bread to cntcr th j bclly ? 
He will gire it when he has it ; and, now teli me, who 
has swallowed up the sliip, whidi an evil lucie drovc over 
the shoals of Manfredonia, Gonzalo, or yoursclves ? " 

The Spaniard, slightly changing bis countenancc, 
seemed di^posed to rcsent, but just then anothcr stcpped 
in, who^ slapping him on the shouldcn shaking his head, 
and lowering his voice so as to givo more weight to ììm 
words, said: — 

^ Bemembery Nufio, that when, in ordcr to obtnin the 
paj, that unlucky game was played in Taranto, your pike 
was 00I7 three inchcs from Gkmzalo's brcast, . . • 
and if over jour neck was near to he wcdded to the 
rope, it *was then« ... Do jou rcmember the yell wo 
raised ? it might have frightened a lion. Is jon towcr 
moving now ? ** and he pointed to the great npire tower^ 
ing above ali the bouse-tops ; ^ just as much was Gon74ilo 
moved, and so vcry cool. • • • I seo him even now. 
• He wardcd the blow off with that hairy band 



• • 



• And mtij God MnU ma a bftd Eiutor, sud lot it b« the next one, if 
hit Grsos, mj lord Gooialo HcnMUidet. 
t Boto of hit sboas. 
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of his, and said, * Mira que nn querer no tne kieras.* ** * 
The dark face of the old 8oldicr becaroe even a Bhade 
darker, and to stop a conversation which did noi please 
him mudi, cut off short, saying :^ 

** Wliat do I care for Taranto» tlio pike, or Gronzab ?** 

^ Wluit doyou care ? " rcjoined the first speaker with a 
smile, *^ if you mìnd Ruy Perei and wish to keep the 
waj dear for bread, whcn 2>iof /uer$ gervido to scnd us 
some, better not to talk so loud, lest Gonzalo sliould bear, 
and think of Taranto. • • • A half word is scarocly 
anytliing, as wo Italìans saj, but a whole one is often too 
mudi ; and man forewamcd is forearmcd." 

Nuno answered with a grumbling, as if he did noi 
mind what he was saying ; the waming, however, made 
him think in spite of himsdf ; he lookcd around with an 
eye of distnist, as if he wanted to he assured that it 
cntcrcd no one's head to rcport bis words. Fortunate]/ 
he saw no cause of fear. 

Meanwhile tlie square was almost descrted ; the dock 
struck the hour of ono ; f and our frìcnds, like the rest, 
parted company and disappcared through the narrow and 
dark strcets of the town. 

Ruy Perez remarkcd, as he went along : ** Diego Gar- 
da will arrivo this evcning, the good kuices of bis squad 
must bave mot with good hunting in the country, and, maj 
be, we will bave a dinner to-morrow, mudi better than 
the supper of to-night." 

The thoughts awakcncd by this hopcful suggestìon 
put an end to ali talk, and they moved silently towarda 
their quarters. 

While this conversation was carricd on, the vessel, 

* Taka care, lest tbou thoitl<l*tt uniotantiocudljr woond mt. 
t Ooe hoor aAer nundowiu 
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t 

wlttdi aft first appeared to steer on her ooarse, hod »lowly 
approached the land. A Binali boat was lowered, two 
men jampedin it, and rowcd very bwìAIj towards the 
beadi ; as soon as they had got oflT, the vessel nei ali 
mBBf headed fbr the sea, and was seen no more. The little 
boat carne up aft the remotcst part of the strand, and the 
IraTelleri landed. The first of them, perceiving no per- 
aoD aroondy halted to wait for his companion who tarrìcd 
to pick ap a Talisc and a few other articles, and pulled 
the boat ap at the extrcmity of a small picr which wns 
ated fiir the purpose of a landing from largc vessels. 
HaTÌng fiutened the bont, he rejoined his companion, 
wbo^ from his appcarance and an air of haughty 
saperiority, seemed to he of a dificrent condition, and 
who, as if in conclusion of a convcrsation held during 
the passage, said to him : ^ Then, Miguel, it is timo to be 
00 the qui vive; thou knowcst who I am, 1*11 say no 
morti'* 

Ifigael nnderstood very wcll the mcaning of thosc 
few syllables; he bowcd in assent, and thcy walkcd 
towards the tavem. 

Io front of the tavem thcre was a kind of verandah, 
sopported by six slender pillars, built of rough bricks, 
and under it a row of tables for the accommodation of 
eostomers. Mine host*s name was Baccio da Rieti, but 
&e was nicknamed Venom, from ccrtain suspicions cntcr- 
tained by the people in his rcgard. This man had cau^ 
a buge picture of the Sun to be painted in gloring red 
between the Windows; the paintcr, in accordance with 
eertain notions of astronomy not yet obsolete, had given 
to it eyes, nose, and mouth, with rays of gold encircling 
tba whole figure, and ending in the shapo of swallow- 
ttSk, which made it visible at a mile's distance in day- 
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tiroc'. The Iìouao was a two-story buflding. A large 
room bclow was used for the puqxMe of both kitchen and 
dìning-hall. Wooden steps Icd to Uie rooms above, where 
the host lived with his family, and where he lodged anj 
traveller whom an evil star might have led to Bpend 
there a wrctched night. li was then the general custom 
throughout Italy to sup ai the twenty-third hour ; ^ hence 
only a few soldiers or some inferior offieers were at that 
hour sitting at the door enjoying the oool breexe. Tbey 
belongcd to the troops of Signor Prospero Colonna, 
wlio then followed the arms of Spain, and were ali 
stout-hearted young racn, who were in the habit of re- 
M>rting hither'with tlie other brave men of the army. 
Tlie host, who knew his business to perfection, kcpt 
wine and cards always ready at ' their cali ; and as he 
was a jovial man, and full of fun, ho had a plcasant 
word for evcry one,^and hy this way he squeezed money 
out of ali hands. At tlint vcry moment, Venom was 
standing on the door, fanning himself with his cap, and 
his apron tuckcd up on one side ; words, jests, and loud 
laughing showcd tlie good humor of the company, who 
were in an uproar of merrimcnt. 

Tlie two stningers were approacliing, and to avoid 
being noticed, they walked on Icisurely, occasionally 
stopping and convcrsing between themselves. As they 
reached the door, and their persons were illumined by 
the giare from the firephicc, they did not appear diiferent 
in their dress froro the others preseut. The company 
scarcely paid any attention to them ; but one of them 
wlio Rat at a distance, and, being in the dark, oould bet« 
ter discem the new-comers, oould not help exclaiming, 

^ Untll within a fow ycMiri it wm tlie oottom in Italy to roekon th« 
day drom tniidown to ftundowir. 



*^ 
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^okl^ with ao expression of great wonder, and in the 
adof half min^he added — ^ the Zhtle f . . . •'' Tlic tono 
in which illese words wa« uttered gliowed tliat tlicre wns 
m Dame to follow ; bui a qutck look froni the man wlio 
was entcrìng had workcd like a speli, and mmmcd the 
word, back in the soklier^s throat. Nobodj noiiccd his 
embarrassment, ooly one of his eomnides sitting by him, 
remarìLed: — 

^ Boscherino I — ^what are jroa drearoing about ? A 
doke? I dkl noi aee yen drìnking mach to-dajl la 
tliis ibe place fbr a doke ? " 

Boscherìno feli relicved a^ :ioi bcing belicved, and ai 
being taken even for a fool or a drunkard ; he «ud no 
more, iumcd to another Bbbject, and wcnt on as mcrrily 
ai before. 

Venom propellcd his obese and grcasy pcrson townrds 
the strangers, who had just entercd the tavem. Ilis 
eoantenance was of olive color, fumisthed with a beard ; 
and a malicious mien, in which the naturo of both the 
hjrpocrite and the asfras^in wcro transparcnt. Wilh 
greai self-possession he touched his cap, or feigned to, 
and said : — 

** Ai yoar command, gentlcmen.** 

He who went by tlie namc of Miguel, carne forward 
aod replied : '* Something for suppcr.'* 

Mine bosi pui on a sorry face, and with an air of 
disappointment, vrhkh he endeavorcd to make appcar 
sincere, answered: '^Suppcr? — ^you mean to gei a bitc 
of some seri, if even iliat can be got. • • • • God knows. 
Utile has been Icft bere since the siege bcganl A 
loaf of bread which formerly was bought for a eat' 
tome$$f DOW costa half florin, — just what I pay ai 
ibe bakery. • • . • Bui any how, for such gentlemen 
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like jou, something must be put togetber. ... I will do 
my best. ..." 

After this prcamblc, — wbicb wob madc, ns (uvcmcra 
are wont to mnkc, for tbc purposc of chnrgtng ten for 
what cosi only two, — he opcncd a pantry and look out 
a pan, which ho placcd on the grate ; tlien witb bis 
aproQ he bcgan to fan the firc, raÌ8Ìng the cinders to 
the very cciling, and thus soon warmed some riha of a 
kimb, which he protcstcd was the only food to bc ob- 
tained in Barletta at that hour, and even that liad been 
rcscrvcd for a corpomi who was eveiy moment expected 
to suppcr. — ** But gcntlcmen of your quality cannot be 
seni to bcd without suppcr.** 

ITowevcr, the food provcd vcry acccptable, and was 
servcd in carthcn-warc paintcd with flowers. A buge- 
bcHicd pitchcr of water, of the same material, and the half 
of a gontVmilk chcc.sc, as hard as a stono, in whidi stili 
appeared the mnrks of the knives of those who had proved 
their strcngtl) against it, complctcd the repast. The gucsts 
occupicd two seaU at the bottom of the hall, if that 
cavcm blockcncd with soot could be thux callcd. At the 
oppositc end was a huge iircpiacc, so wide that it might 
afford room to a dozcn pcrsons under its shclter. Tbrce 
or four grutes wcre built on cach side of the chimney. 
In front of it stood the cook's tuble, and from the middle 
of it, a narrow board, oomplcting the form of a T, ran the 
whole Icngth, almo^t to the bottom of the hall, whcro the 
two traycllcrs had seatcd them.sclves. Four bumcrs 
from a brass lamp that hung from the main rafler, gave 
just light cnough to save the pcoplo from bruising their 
shins against the bcnchcs and stools which surroundcd 
tlic tablc. 

Mine host, after prcfNiring everything for his new cus* 
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tomeiSy reComed to the door, whistling ns it was hb wont 
Ai that moment a man galloped up to the tavcm, sprang 
to the ground without touching stirrup, and criedy ^ 

^ Hurrah^ m j boys, cheer up, — good newB ! and thou. 
Veleno^ moltiplj thjself in twenty piecesy therc Bhall be 
work tot alL Diego Garda has returned, and has put 
up mt his quarte»; he will be here Bliortlj; they are 
twentj or twenty-five good swoids, himaclf being as good 
m» fbar ; so tiy to be readj, and huny • • . wliat art thou 
aboot? Art thou dead ? Awaj with thee I • • • ** 

The host staied at the new-comer with widc-open 
eyca. The messenger was pressed and punched on ovcrj 
side bj those brave fellows, anxious to know liow the 
rìde had tumed ouU 

''You will kill me, and you wili know nothing," he 
Mud, pttshing them ande, and getting away from them. 
^ Ib it jTon or I who is to speak ?" 

Tbej ali cried out : ** Let us liave it ; the news ? ** 

*^ The news is that we are fatigued to death, and we 
bave just returned, aAcr having becn on horscback 
foartoen hours without a drop of water. • . • . Ilullo! 
Veleno^ brìng me a pint, fresh • • • • my throat is 
like tinder. • • • • But forty lioads of largo cnttlc, 
smd sizty doiens of small ones are in Barletta by this 
lime; and three men-at-arms made prÌM>ncrs. If it 
please Gpd, they will liavo to pay many gold ducats for 
tbeir ransom, as suro as we aro baptisod Christìans, if 
they wish to see the doors of their homes agnin. • • • • I 
aMore joa, we had enough work to unsaddle them and 

take their swords. And will you brìng the 

wine befora I drop dead? — Their movements were 
aa qoick at lightning. One of them, espeeially, was 
brooght lo the ground, and the wounded borse had him 
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under, and we ali crìed to him, * Burrender or jouli die T 
— no use, he kepi on giving thruats in tierce with a long 
sword of hÌ8 ;• and had it noi broken on the iron bolster 
of Inigo*8 «addle, as he aimcd a cut at hìa honse, either 
we must havo finished him with our lances, or he would 
have been rescued. But at last he Burrendcred hia 
sturop of a sword to Diego Garcia." 

At thisy Venom arrìved with the wine, and poured it 
out to the speaker, who said to hlm : ^ Bless mOi joa 
have come at last I " 

^ Whnt is that dovirs name ? *' Boschcrino inquired. 

^ I oould not teli . . . they say ho is a great 
French baron ; his name sounds like La Grotte • • • • 
La . • . • La Motta. Ycs. I remembcr it now; 
yes, La Motta ; the lump of a beast, had you seen himi 
to make the carth quakc. Anyhow, we carne out well ; 
and if it plcascs God we will hàve a good timo." And 
tuming his cycs around to the interior of the tavem, he 
shoutcd : ** What art thou doing ? knave and poltroon 
that thou art I the fire is not jet ready I Pll measure 
thy sliouldcrs with tliis lance." 

And in fact ho was moving to carry out his thrcat, 
when ho saw a largo caldron placcd over a handful of 
onk branche^, and he forborc. The flamcs rose crackling, 
and the landlord, ali in a sweat, with flushcd check:*, 

« 

thought no more of famine or sicge, and knowing from 
experience that tliero was no triHing with Paredes or 
with his companions, bustled about the house giving 
orders. In very quick timo he luid found ali that was 
wantcd ; and skinning a lamb, he put one half of it in 
the caldron to boil ; the other half he spitted and 
stretclied across the andirons to roast. The business was 
in a fair way. 
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Tbe man wbo ordered the supper remarked : '^ It is 
weU ibr you, Veleiio I Had those fellows arrived, and 
had fon noi becn ready, jou would bave felt the weigbt 
of Diego Gràrcia's foor fingere. I will go now, and send 
them here in half a minuterà notice." 

^ HaUo ! Ramai zoto, are you noi coming back with 
tliem ? " said one of the corporals. 

^How can I? the squad is stili mounted. I must 
qoarter them, and keep an eye to the booty, which U stili 
in the castle square ; and at night, you know, tboro aro 
trasy hands; and in truth thcre is no lack of thcm among 
tbese troops. Fienunosca, Miale, Brancaloone, and the 
rest of US bave been detaiied to the watch, and it lios 
been diai^ged to us to keep ordcr. The hour for the 
Spaniards will come some other timc. Evcry one in bis 
tonu* 

''If it he so," said Boscherìno, '^we*ll go with you, 
and lend you a band. Ilalloo, boys I with a will ; this 
man has run over many more miles than we bave, he 
needs belp.** And thus thoy ali went to the rcndczvous 
of Banuuxoto's company, talking ali the while on what 
had happened that day* Ramazzoto was Icading or 
ratber dmgging bis mule after hlm by the bridlc, sur- 
rounded by bis friends, giving on account of bis cxploits, 
and answering their questions. Boscbcrino foUowed 
them, paying great attention to what was said, when ho 
lelt bis doak puUed from beliind, and tuming, he saw tlic 
ehadow of one of the two strangers whom ho had Icft at 
sopper in the tavem. 

^ Boscherino,'* said the stranger with a low voice, 
holding him back, while the rest were going on their 
wmy, * the.Doke wants to soe yo«i ; bave no fcars, he will 
noi haim you ia the least. But be cautkms, and on the 
aIflrt,eoase*r 
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Boscherino, on hearing this, felt as if he had eaught 
the ague, and whbjierod so low as to be scarcely audible, 
** Are you Don Miguel ?" * 

^ Yes, it is I ; hu.sh, and act like the brave man thou 
art." Boscherino had bccn elùeftain of squads under Sig- 
nor Giovanni Pagolo Baglioni and other Italian leaders, 
and had ahvays behavcd with valor; no man could be 
more ready to brave danger than he was ; so much so, 
that when u company of five hundrcd men on foot, and 
one hundrcd fusileera had becn levied, under the com- 
mand of Signor Prospero, to bring rcinforcements to 
Gonzalo, he had becn rctained with a large compensation 
for his valuablc scrvices. But no mattcr how stout his 
hcart was, what betwecn the messagc he had just reocived 
from Don Miguel and tlie oommand to retrace his steps, 
knowing in whose prcscncc he was soon to be, his knees 
bcgan to tremble; and from choice ]ìe would rathcr 
brcaì«t the swords than to go whithcr ho was summoned. 
Thihking of what had just [Kissed, he was net wrong in 
his mind and said to himself : — 

^I know too wcll tliat he heard me when I said 
^ the Duke.' • • . The licnd from hcU was thcn on my 
tonguc, . • • and stili he was not ncar cnough to bear 
me, and I do not think I spoke vcry loud. But where 
would not that soul of a rencgude rcach? • • • What 
tlie dcvil is he come bere for ?" 

With thc*:»e thoughts in his mind they reached the 
tavem. The family alone werc in the kitchen. The 
Duke liad rctinnl to the quartcrs appointed to him for the 
night, in the story above the largo catiug-room« The 
bourds of the Hoor wcre badly joincd togctlicr, and so 
full of crevices timi it was very easy to bear and soe 
what was going on belowi 
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Tlie host had in faci some Btupicion that thb man was 
noe, after ali, what he feigned to be ; bui the town bcing 
Mockaded onlj bj land, ali sorts of people landcd from 
the sea» and howevcr extroordinaiy in appearance, without 
attracting especial attentioni noi much notice was takcn 
of persons even when tìiej did noi ezactly look like the 
common ron* 

Don Miguel and Boscherìno mounted the stairs, and 
reaehed the Duke*s room. The furniture of that apart- 
meni eonsisted in a bed covered with graj serge, a small 
table, and a few stools. The lamp was well-nigh giving 
oot, when the wind blowing from tlio open door put il out 
altogether; whilo Don Miguel went for anothcr light, 
Boscherìno found himself alone with the Duke. He stood 
rìveted to the spot, drawing up dose to tlio wall, darìng 
noi to speak and scarccly to brcathe, and wondering why 
he should feel so cowardlj, he who carcd for nobody. 
Stili the consdousness of being bcfore tliat rcmarkable 
and terrìble man, so near to him, as to bear, almost feel 
his beavy breathing, in that dark stillncss, alone ; ali thitf, 
in apite of himself, made his blood curdle, and he wislicd 
himself dead. Don Miguel carne back with a lamp, and 
the Duke appeared sitting on the side of tlio bed. Ilo 
appcaied like a man who never enjoycd resi of body or 
ioiiL Well built and of spare limbs, of a height noi 
aboTO the ordinary sisc, ho exhibited a nervousncj» and 
trembling which could noi be dcscrìbed. Ile had oxa a 
dariL cape with slceves of broad and overlapping lists. 
He carrìed a narrow dagger at the belt, and ber had laid 
his swoid on the table near his hat, surmountcd by only 
ooe black piume. He had gloves on, and rough travel« 
Kng bools.' He tumed towards the new-comers with a 
pale conntenancey two sunken cheeks marked with spoCs 
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block and blue, rcddish mustache and beard, the latter 
flowing in two divisions upon the breast. But nothing 
oould be imagined with whìch to compare his looks. 
HÌ8 eyes would at times dart like the viperea, then tks full 
of charm as a babe'g glancc, and again as terrible as 
the bloody look of a hyena, ali in tura, as it beni suited 
hÌ8 purposes. 

Ilo looked at Boschcrìno, who had shrunk into one 
half of bis 8ÌZC, and stili kepi the same position, just as 
if he had been waiting to be condcmned to the gallows. 
The Duke cndeavored to assure him with a benign look, 
but the soldicr knew him too wcU, and felt none the less 
afraid. 

*^ You bave rccognizcd me, Boscherìno," said he ; 
*^ and I am glad of it I liave always looked upon you 
as a trusty and honcst fellow. Had you not come in 
my woy, I would bave looked afVer you. Wcll, I knew 
you werc bere. Teli nobody you bave scen me. You 
know I cali repay you for your services ; and it would 
do you no good to oflTcnd me.** 

The Caposquadra fclt the truth of these words too 
well, and replied, — 

** Vostra Eccellenza Muslrissima can dispose of me at 
your plcasure, and I will be as faithful a scrvant as I 
over was. Only allow me to say one word with frank« 
ness." 

The Duke nodded asscnt, and the other continucd : *— 

'^Noble lord, I bave pledgcd you my faith, and it 
will never fall you. But perhaps you bave been seen. 
If, afler I Icave you, should it beoome known that you 
are bere, a charge migbt be luid on me, whicli I deserve 
not Thus, I do not see how I can come out of this with 
honor.** 
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* Go^" tba Duke aiuwered, " be in ipwd spirìts, try 
to be ft brara man, and I will iwt Ujr od tbee anj bloma 
thoa deMTVMt nòL A few boun only of inoognito will 
aaàt mj parpoM ; «fterwuda I care net what peq>le maj 
know or sajr ; but let it never acape front thy lipa, if 
iLoa v«ln«t mj &Tor.' 

BoidieriiM) inado no repl^, he onljr bowed moat re- 
•pecUnUj; bnt looked lìke one wbo, rcadj to complj, 
lèda an appreheuian, wìtbal, that there ■■ not mudi 
tmat plaoed in Iu« protestotions. He took leare, and 
«ootnuiing hit bowi ai be walked backwanl, he lefl the 
foooi, hn^g to be in the ftrect again. After a few 
nomenu I>Dn Miguel carne out also, and went to the 
raoa prepared fòr bira, and locked tùmaelf in. That 
part flf ihe tareni reniained fer the night ai itili as if it 
ww mtenantedi 




CHAPTER n. 

The company for whom suppcr had bcen prepared, 
entcred Vcnom's tavern prctty ncar two o'clocky and the 
largo room was fiUed by them , immodiately. Mine 
host wished te do himself koaòr,^'and hence he had 
sprcad a clean whito clotli on tho tablcs ; the phite, the 
spoons, and the forks, Bornc of pcwtcr and some of brasa, 
having becn carefully polished, wcro shining more than 
usuai ; and to makc tlic tablo evcn more attractive, he 
Imd placed, here and thcre, Icaves of grapc-vincs to serve 
as mats for pitchcra and tumblcrs, and the giare of many 
lighu sparklcd on the drops of water hanging oo tlicm, 
tcstifying that tliey had becn latcly rinsed. Diego 
Garcia do Parcdcs entcred first, followcd by the captive 
Frcnch barone — Jacques de Guignes, Girnut de Forses, 
and La Motte. The Spxuiiard wos the most daring and 
the most athlctic man of tlie whole army, and perhaps of 
ali Europe ; and he secmcd built expressly for tlie pro- 
fession of arms, tho adaptcdness for which depended at 
that timo above ali on grcat robustness and muscular 
Ktrcngth. Ilis hcight was far above that of bis ooro- 
ra<le3 ; Constant exercise and continuai Imrdships had 
kcpt bis form from growing hcavy, and Imd givcn 
Much thickness to brawny muscle and sinew, as to make 
bis breast, shoulder», and llmbs appear not unlike a 
eolossus of ancicnt sculpture, — atliletic in forra, but 
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well proportioned and haadsoine. A neck, tliick as a 
ball'a, sopported a head, smally corlj, with hair upright 
oo the crowo ; hU oountenanoo was mani/, full of oon- 
fidence, hot noi haughtj ; there was evcn a touch of 
«miahilily ; and hb soul, candid, lojal, and full of honor, 
was traniparent from iL He had alreadj doffed liié 
armor, and appeared in his dress of tight leathcm 
bf^eechesy ao that whenever he movcd the musdcii might 
be seen riung and darting as if under the baro skin ; a 
•hort doak, aAer the Spanish fashion, thrown over one 
shoolder, oompleted a dress elcgant in its simplicity. 

^ Mj kMds barons," he said, Icading the prisoncrs into 
tlie room with a knightlj oourtesy, ^ we Spaniards say : 
'Aiebf com pan «ofi menot** The odds luivo boch 
against jou to-daj ; to-morrow ihcj will bo against us ; 
tmt bere we join hands ; Ict us cat, bccause, I think, we 
are ali on the same side, in this fioint, por Dloi scmio ; 
we liave broken more tluin one lance, and that is work 
enoàgh fin* one day; they cannot say that we Ict our 
arma get rusty. Be of good elicer ; on the morrow, wo 
will talk about the ransom, and you will bo satisficd thnt 
Don Garda knows how to deal with chevalicrs of your 
«ùimp.'* 

La Motte showed the oountenance of one wbo m 
•orely Tesed and stili does not wisli to manifost lii.s 
Tezatioo. He was a brave man, a good soldìcr, and 
terrible with arms in band, and his appcarance did not 
belio his high spirits ; but bcing as liauglity a man a^ one 
ean over liope to meet, he oould not bear to receive any 
kindness ai the hands of him wlio had mado him pris- 
ooer. However, knowing too well how mean it would be 
ID show iU-bamor, bo replied as pleasantly as he coiild : — 

* Food iMikat triaU mora beamble. 
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^ If jour band bears down so light io fixing a ran- 
8om as it did wbcn it gavo a cut of the sabre, tbo Orti» 
tianisiimo will bave to paj out of bis own purse, or 
I will bave to kccp jou company for tho resi of mj 
lifc" 

'^Inigo/' said Paredcs to a bandsomc joutb, twentj- 
fivo years old, wbo^ wbilo waiting for bis suppcr, bad 
oommcnccd nibbling ai tbo brcad, '' if tbcro bc a qucstion 
nlK)ut blows, wc must ask jour borse bow be fclt tbe cuts 
of ibis baron." 

Tbcn tuming towards La Molte, bo oontinued : -— 

^ Too lato I nolico tbat you baro no sword ; bere is 
mine/'— and unbuckling tbo bclt, bo girded it around 
tbe capti ve*s side; — ''it would be too bad if tbat band 
of yours could not find a bilt to rcst upon* Barletta will 
be your prison, until an excbange is efiected or a ran- 
som paid. Your word, knigbt I " 

La Motte ofTered bis rigbt band to Paredes, wbo 
pressed it. '^Tlie same bargain for your companions* 
Is it not so?" be addcd, tuming towards Correa and 
Azevedo, two mcn-of-arnis, wbo bad captured La Motte's 
componions. Tbey agrccd at once, and willi equal oour- 
tesy took tbcir swonls from tbcir sidcs and fastened tbem 
on tbe Frcndi prisoncrs. 

^ Supper 's ready," sbouted Venom, as be was in tbo 
act of laying in tbo centro of tbe table a disb wbicb eon- 
tained one balf of tbe lamb, swimming in a gravy of 
onions and vcgetables, and a largo piate containing a pile 
of Icttuce on botb sidcs. Tbe sigbt of tbe disb bad do 
Icss power tban tbe voice of tlie bost to bring togetber 
tbe fumifibcd company. Witb a rusb, ali of one aceord, 
removlng and rcplacing tbo settles, were at once seated, 
imd at work ; and for a few minutes no words wei6 
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lieaid, bai iostead, the datter of plates, tamblcni forks, 
mnd knWes. 

Aport from tlio rcst, ai the head of the table, 8at Diego 
Garcia, who liad La Motte and De Guignes at his side.** 
He carved with a hii^e daggcr, and wilh the ropiditj oftho 
lightning he had cut tlie kunb ìnto pieces, and dìvided it 
juDOog the guests. IIU iron stomach, at wliose command 
he bad two rows of the whitcst teeth, so powcrful as not 
to fear any oompariaoni was vcrj 80on appcased, if not 
gafisfied. Ile lefl no bones on his piate, bccause no mas- 
tiff éould eompete with him in crushing and reducing 
them to dust* Whcn the didh was empty, he iillcd hk 
goblei and thoso of bis ncighbo». Tliej bcgan to be 
wanned hy the wine ; and qucstions, repartccs, rcmorks, 
mnd jcstfl wcnt around the room, about tlie chanecs of the 
war, their horses, the blows they had givcn and rccpivcd, 
mnd the diiTerent adventurcs of the day. At the lowcr 
cxtention of the table sat the twcntj or more Spaniardst, 
whoy OQt of eourtcsy, had lefl the caheeera^ as they cali it, 
— that is to say, the upper table,— to thcir chicf and the 
French captives* An attentive obscrvcr could casily 
peroeive in thcir manncrs and wonht thnt aircctionale 
fafolherhood which binds togcthcr men evcry day cxposcd 
to the «ame dangers, whcn evcry onc fccU the importanec 
of a compact being formed to hdp cach other as the occa- 
noo may require. It was a picture worthy of Gherardo 
ddle Notti ; the rough and swarthy faccs of those warriors, 
w M bi the exercisey the late fatigue, and the beat of the 
aommer had made red and fiery, as the light of the 
laibpi reflected npon them, crcatcd an cffcct of e/iianh 
semro befitting that painter's pendi* 
'•"Ak the fupper was drawing to an end, the convcrsa- 
tioiiy •• utnaìf became more general ; and tliose men who 
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had goincd lionor and profit by ilio csploiU of tho day, 
Imd bccomo mcny and noisy. Only Inigo's brow ap- 
« i>carcd gloomy. Ilo liad liis dbow on tho tablOi bis look 
was vacante and ho sccmcd io takc littlo or no interest in 
wluit his companions said around him* 

** Inigo I *' said Azevedo, holding bis band out io bim ; -— 
he liad cmptied, pcrhaps, one glass more tlian usuai, and 
being naturallj a jolly eompanion, he eould noi bear to 
8ce one of tlie eom|>any witli a moody faee;-—'' Inigo, 
we shali bave to tliink you are in love, if the women of 
Barletta >vcre worthy the rcgards of a bandsome fellow 
liko you. But bere, plcase God, we bave nothing to 
fcar. Pcrhsips you bave lefl your boari behind in Spaia 
or in Naples ? ** 

^I bave no thought of women,. Azevedo," answored 
the youth ; ** but I think of the fine borse whicli yen 
Frcnch baron bas almost killcd when he kepi plying 
with bis bands like a madman, and when he ought to 
bave becn satisfied that he eould noi eseape. Poor Cas- 
tagno ! bis shouldcr is gone, I fear, and I will never be- 
slride the like of l)im. Don't you remember what that 
devil did in Taranto? and when we waded tlmt river 
• • • • bow do you cali it ? • • • • Tliere, wliere Quigno- 
nes was klIlcd • • • • and the water was deeper than we 
thought ; wbo reached the shore first ? and after so much 
bruvery and so many dangers he was to dio at the bands 
of that cncmy of God 1 " 

** Easy, don't speak so loud," said Correa ; ** it was dono 
in good warfare, and we must not aggravate tlie prisoner^s 
situation ; it would be wrong to let them bear us" 

** And I swear,** rejoined Inigo, ** 1 had better be down 
with a good wound myself, if I eould see my poor Cas- 
tagno woU ; and I would fuin bave pardoned the Frcnch- 
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man had he brokcn his sword on mj head, instead of 
giving Tent to hU furjr against the hone. Tlie man in 
io be aimcd at ; at least it it done so bj tliose who know 
bow to handle a sword ; net hero and there and every- 
wherey liko a maniac* Beshrcw him I he actcd as if he 
were cbasbg awaj flies.** 

''I saj thcn, thou art right, por Dlo$^ cxclaimed 
SegredOy an old soldier, with suoli a board and moustache 
«a coold only bdong to a man who had weathcred the 
storms of man/ a battio. ** Wlicn I was young I fclt 
just as thoa dost; look at this brow," — and he lightly 
stmck it with his righi band, madc callous by wearing 
the inm gauntlet, and pointed to a scar which cut his 
ejelid horixontally, — ^ tliis I got from ci Bey Chico^ and 
ali for the sake of a borse, the bcst bay that was cvcr 
ridden into a camp. That was a borse, I assure you I 
TVlieii we had to fighi at arm*s Icngth, it was cnough to 
gire him a twitch with ilio bridle, and make a show ni 
the spur. I wish yen had scen him thcn I Ile would 
rear, and ardi, and bound forward, so timi if I did noi 
wish to fly over his cars, I had to kgcp my knccs tight, 
I assure you ; as he carne down on his forcfcct ngain, 
down carne my sword willi him, and it lookcd likc God's 
ligfatnin^ and by thai way I bave seni many a Moor to 
take supper with SataniM. Bui ai the tiata ! I would 
He down in the shade between his Icgs ; poor Zamoreno 
di My alma^ he would noi even chase the flics, lesi ho 
inighi disturb me. Then, ai the sicge of Carthagcnn, 
where few among you could bave bcen, and whcre the 
greai Captala iM^n to make himself known, • • • and 
Segredo tells you, ii was then the timo to make war, a 
little beiter than now, under the very eyo of King Fer- 
dSmmks arid of Queen IsabeUa, who was a beauty, and 
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of ali bis courty wcll paid, and both xncn and borse» kepi 
as if tbcy bclongcd to tbo princo's houschold, • • • wdl, 
to teli jou about my borse, in a sollj wbcre el Rey Cbico 
fouglit at tbe bead of bis men liko a lion,— and be wos 
li man wbo only eamo up to my brcast, but bad an arm 
that Icfl tbc mark wbcrever be toucbcd, — tbat poor 
bcost bad bis neck pierccd througb and tbrougb bj a 
Moorisli lance, and for tbc first timo in bis Ufo be foli on 
bis knces. I Icapcd to tbe ground, and saw at once tbat 
tbcre was no remcdy. Stili I bopcd to lead bim back out 
of tbe camp, as I could not bear to abandon bim ; be fol- 
lowed me, tliougb bc could scarcclj kcep on bis feet I 
am not asbamcd to repcat bere tbat vcry warm tears ran 
down my cbccks tbrougb tbe gorget of my bclmet, and 
wcttcd my neck ; and I bad ncvcr bcfore known wbat it 
was to cry I At tluit moment a party of Moors wbeeled 
around, prcsscd by a band of soldicrs, and tbe king bad 
to fly, and ran ycUing lìke a bull. Alone, and on foot, I 
gave mysclf up as lost. I kcpt many of tbcm at bay 
wiib my good sword ; but tbat of tbe king fcU on my 
bcad, clcfl tbo bclmct, and I was led on tbe field as dead. 
Wbcn I rccovcrcd, and could rìse, I found poor 2^amorcno 
dead ul iny side." 

Evcry ono around tbo table bcard witb mudi feeling 
tbo ndvcnturcs of Scgrcdo's borse; and wbcn tbe old 
soldicr bad told of Zamorcno's deatb, be could not belp 
8)iowIng in bis face, wrinkled by ago and exposurc, 
tbat bis old oompanion was stili frcsb in bis mcmor}% 
But be became asbamcd at tbis sliow of weakness, xmd 
fillcd tbo glass to divert tbe cya wbicli wcre stili rìv- 
ctcd on bim. Jacques de Guignes, wbo, as well as tbo 
otber prìsoncrs, fclt in mudi bettcr spirìts as tbe stom- 
acb was filling up, baving board tbe bistory of ZamoreoOi 
began:— > 
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"CSUar noi», sir knight, this would noi Imvo happencd 
so TCiy easily» although it is too imo tluit le$ fomiet 
eatOMtmei de ehevakrU aro falling awaj vcry fast. Stili 
a man-at-omif would foci dislionorcd if, in an cqual con- 
test of ama and numbcr, bis sword sliould fall on a horsc 
Bot ereiybody knows that wo cannot expoct so mudi 
coartesjr from the Moors.** 

''And stili," sàid Inigo, rcpljing to a remark not ad- 
dressod to bim, ^ wo ean easily provo that killing borses 
ìm not an exdusire tactic of Moors. Wc remcmbcr too 
wèU tho plains of Benevento and Manfredi could teli a 
md tale. And who ordered tlio chargo but Cliarlcs 
dTAnjou, wbo was no moro of a Moor tban either of 

US?» 

The tbrust was well aimed, and the Frendiman secmcd 
to fed ili at easo on bis chair. 

''Oh dttj perhaps it is true; but Cliarlcs d*Anjou was 
fig^ting for a kingdom, and he had to do witb an excom- 
inunicatcd enemj of tho Church.** 

''And was ho not an encmy to otbcr people*s prop- 
ertj ? " replicd Inigo, witb a bitter smile. 

''I believe you know," bere chimed in La Motte, 
^ that tho kingdom of Naples is a ficf of tho Iloly Sce, 
and Charles Imd. been invcstcd witb it ; and tbcn the 
•trength of a good sword is to be taken in account of 
KHne dium.'* 

''And then, and then • . • Ict us teli the wbolo bi.'^torj,'* 
Inigo rejoined ; " tho German morions of Mnnfrcdi, niul 
the thoasand Italian cbevaliers who wero Icd b/ Conto 
Giordani against the French, liad gtvcn sudi accounts of 
thensdTCS from tlie outset of tho battio, tbat Charles 
d'Aiyoo, wisbing to beoome King of Naples, did not judge 
ii Amits to havo reoourso to such manoouvrcs, notwitb- 
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standing ks bonne$ eoulumei de chevalerie so rigoroiislj 
followcd in thosc timcs.'' 

^Ifyou wisli it, I will ollow," answcrcd La Motte, 
** that the Gcrman cuirassicrs aro an avoilablo soldicry, 
and pcrlmps they hcld out against tho French gensdcarme' 
rie for n whilc, on tho day ai Benevento ; bui as for your 
thousand Itulians, oh, ìndeed I if two hundrcd yeors ago 
tkey wcro what tliey are now, it was not neccssary for 
tlie French to wasto thcir timo in prìppling their poor 
horses. During these hist fivo years that I bave bcen 
battling in Italy, I baro bad a good chance to know 
thcm. I bave followcd King Cliarles under tbo bravo 
Louis d'Ars ; and I assure you their bad faith lias given 
US more work than their swords. Tliey pursue a kind of 
warfare in which French chivalry is ontircly unpractised." 

These bombastic words did not please tlio bearers, and 
were most ofTensive to Inigo, who bad been well brouglit 
up, witli good training, and had talent above tlio common 
average ; )io was on friendly terms with many Italians 
who werc in tho i^ay of Spain, and know well enougb 
liow nlTairs liad been oonductcd at tbo descent of Charles 
into Italy. Ile knew, for instancc, that notwitbstanding 
this French chivalry, failh had not been kept to the Flor- 
entines, and the Pisans bad been excitcd to rebellion 
against them ; and he knew that the forts which had bcen 
]>laced in thcir hands by the imprudence of Pietro do' 
Medici, bad not been rcstored to them according to prom* 
ise. Inigo thought of ali this, and La Motto*8 words 
stung bim to tlie quick, as he could not bear that tho poor 
Italians, betrayed and abused by tho French, should at 
tho samo timc be branded by them as traitors, and over- 
whelmed with abuso. Ilo was thcreforo about to givo 
bim a picco of bis mind ; but the Frcndiman, aware tbat 



82 ETTOBE FIEBAMOSCA. 

his words had ereated bad fccllngs, added : ^ You bave 
arrÌTed from Spoin only a little wkilc ago, gcntlcmciiy 
and Totf do noi know wliat a race of eanaiUe the Italiana 
are. Yoa have had nothing to do with Duke Lodovico^ 
or with the Pope, or with the Valentino, who first re- 
eeived us with open arms, and then tried to plungo a 
poniard into oar backa. Bui at Fomovo tliey wcro 
made to feci that a handful of men can outdo a liost of 
iraiiorg ; and the Moro himsclf was the first caught in 
bis owo web. Tlio yillaini if he had nothing else to 
answer ibr but the death of his nophcw, would not this 
be enougli to uphold him as the inost infamous of ali 
assassins ? ** 

^ Bat," Correa said, ^ his nephcw was sickly and half- 
witted, and the common report is ho dicd a naturai dcatli." 

^ YeSy as naturali/ as tliose who die of poison. You 
inaj ask De Forscs and Do Guigncs, who also quartercd 
with me at the castle of Pavia. I will teli you wliat I 
haTO heard from the lips of Philippe de Comincs, wlio 
had li from the King himsclf. The King then wcnt to 
paj a risii to the unfortunate family of Galeazzo. Tlio 
Moro Icd him through dark corridors, into rooms low and 
dampy looking over the trendies of the castle ; thcro ho 
Iband the Duke of Milan, with his wife Isabella and his 
ebildren. Sho threw herself at his knccs, cntrcating him 
in behalf of her fatlier ; she did not dnro to speak for 
henelf and her husband, bccause that traitor Moro was 
prescnt The unfortunate Galeazzo laj pule and ex- 
hansted; he spoke verjr little, and scemed to be ovcrcome, 
bewìklered bjr the immensitj of his misfortune. Tlio 
poifoo, which killed him at last, was alrcadj working in 
hit veiiiar • • • And then take Cesare Boipa for another 
I wbere can you find a pair, the like of them ? 
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We know ho haa dono things, which, if rdatod, would 
noi 1)0 belicvod. Stili mony of Lia cxploits are alreadj 
wcU known. Everybody knows ho murdcrcd bis brother 
to gct posscssion of ìm honora and wealth ; cverybodj 
knows how ho bocamo ilio master and lord of Bomagna ; 
evcrybody knows that ho has murdercd bis bn>tber>in- 
lawy poisoned cardinals, bisliops, and manjr moro wbo 
werc in bis way." 

Then tuming to bis Frcncli comradcs with the eounto- 
nanco of ono wbo calls to mind a well-known fact, and 
wortliy of oommiseration : ** And the unfortunato Ginevra 
of Montrcalc? The bandsomcst, the purcst, the most 
lovely of ali womcn I liavo over secn I Thcso fricnds of 
mine rcmcmbcr ber ; wo saw ber on our passngo tbrough 
llome in 1492. But nn cvil dcstiny mado ber beeomo 
acquaintcd with Duke Valentino ; sbe bad been wedded 
to one of our soldior?, wbom sbe marricd moro tbrougli 
obedìence to ber futher tlian from love Sbo was seizod 
witli a disease, the nature of which no one eould undcr- 
stand ; thcy applicd every kind of rcmcdy ; it was of no 
use; slie dicd. Ilowcver, a very remarkablo aecident 
made me acquainted with a bellisb plot which few bave 
knowii* licr sickness was the eiTcct of poison, adminis- 
tercd to ber by Valentino» to punish ber for ber bonesty* 
UnfoHunate girl I Aro not these erìmes enougb to draw 
vengeance from Ilcaven ? ** 

Ilero the Frenchman paused, as if to remember some 
circumstanco whicli the bipso of timo liad dimmed in bis 
memory. 

^ 1 yes ; I am righi ; tliis very day, as wo wero com- 
ing to Barletta, I saw among your men ono wboso namo 
I cannot in fact rccollect, but wbom I remember to bave 
often mei in Rome in tlioso timcs. Ilo is of a hei^bt 
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and of a oountenanoe noi so vcry easily forgottcn ; ho 
was bdioved bj evciy onc io bo tho paramour of Ginev- 
ra ; and after ber death he disnppeared, and no more woa 
heard of him. {Mai$^ ouL, je suU sur que c'e$t U meme^* 
he addedy tuming io bis eompanions.) *^ When about a 
mile from the town, Imlting ai the fountain io waìt for ilio 
men on footy I mw that palo youtb with aubum balr, and 
I never law a handsomcr youtli, and a more pensive 
brow. • • • Yesy yes, it is he certainly ; but do noi ask 
me tho Dame." 

The Spaniards lookcd at cach othcr, endcavorìng to 
goe« at whom he meant 

One askcdy ^ Was ho an Italian ? " 

** Yesy Itdian* True, I did not bear him spcnk ; but a 
companion who had dismountcd and rcachcd him a drink, 
•poke to him in Italian." 

^And bis arma ?" 

^'It secms to me he had on a pbiin cuiras9, with 
a ooat of mail ; and, if I am not mistaken, feathcrs and 
•earf azure." 

Inigo at once cried, ^ Ettore Ficramosca I ** 

^That's it — Ficramosca," answcrcd La Motte; '^I re- 
member now—- Ficramosca. Well, tliis Ficramosca wad 
in love with Ginevra, as it wos commonly rcportcd ; and 
manj thought he liad dcstroycd liimsclf, as ho was sccn 
no more after ber dcath." 

At this the Spaniards smilcd, and remarkcd it was no 
wonder that he was alwajs mclancliol/, and he kept 90 
mach to himself, and lod a lifo so difTcrcnt from bis com- 
rades. But ali praised bis good nature, bis valor and bis 
eoorteoosness ; which was a good proof of how much he 
was beloved and estceroed by the whole army. Above 
the resti Inigo was a particular friend of bis; and with a 
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noblo souly admiring witliout jcalousy tho noblo qualities 
of tlio Italian warrior, tho moro ho know him to bo ina 
supcrìor, tho moro ho lovcd him, and spokc for him with 
ali tliat warmth of frìendship of which a Spaniard'n heart 
18 capablc. 

^ You liko liid oountcnancc I and who should not ? bui 
what ì» beauty to a man ? If you kncw tlio soul of that 
youth I tho nobility, the greatncss of that hcart 1 if you 
kncw what ho has dono, sword in band, with that daring 
valor which in many is allicd to a kind of madness, but in 
him Ì9 on the oontrary over unitcd to a cool judgment I 
• • • In my lifctimo 1 bave known many a bravo youth 
botli at the court of Spain and in Francc ; but I say to 
you, on my honor, tliat I bave ncver mct, nor do I ex- 
fiect cver to meet, in ono person, so many virtucs as are 
harborcd in tliO brcast of tliat Italian, who, par Dioi^ 
possesses thcm ali." 

Ficramosca, being a great favorito with tho army, ali 
wanted to put in a word, and express their sentiments in 
bis behalf ; even old Scgredo appeared as tender as tlie 
rcst on that subject, and said : — 
^ It is true I never had much timo to throw away with 
^ women; and I oould never understand how a baron, 

^ sheathcd in a eoat of mail, could cver worry afìer thcm ; 

siili, when I seo that brave young man, always with low 
spirits and sorrowful countenance, he gives rise in my 
brcast to sucli feclings as I cannot understand, and, por 
JJioi tatitOf I would truly givo my best borse, (Pardo 
I excepted,) to sec him once cnjoying a hearty laugh." 

^ I always said that it was the effect of love,** Axevedo 
remai'kcd* '' Whcn you seo a young man with a palo 
ì face, very littlo to say, and fond of solitude, you may be 

^$ suro some womao lias a liand in ir. It is true, however»** 
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— aod here ho smilody — ^ that somctimcs a couplc of 
gunes at tho secchineUa^ if tlio odcU are against you, will 
giTe a bitter tasto te your mouth, and wìU mako you as 
pule and downcast as ten petticoats will ; • • • bui, no 
matter; it is a different affair altogethcr, and docs not 
Imst ao long. As to Fieramosca, thcro is no dangcr of 
Ihat sort; I never sav him liandling cnrd.^. Now I 
onderstand the reason of bis noctumal mmbles. You 
know tbat my Windows open over tbo Molo. I bave 
aeen him moro tban onee to tako a boat alone late in the 
night and row aroiind tho castle. * A plcasant joumcy to 
Uiee,* I would say as I wns going to bed ; cvcry onc to bis 
own tasto ; and I thougbt tliat he was in qucst of some 
love adventiire ; bui I could ncvcr imngtno tliat he went 
to sca to weep over the dcpartcd. I can scarcely belicvo 
it ; a soldier liko him to take aAcr such nonsenso I " 

•* Tliis provcs,** replicd Inigo, •* that a heart gc)o«l nnd 
Afiectionate can beat in a bravo soldicr's brcnst, and viva 
I^ìomI tliat on this point wo must be just to Ficrnma«cn» 
ami ali tho Italiana who are under pay of the Colonnas ; 
no onc, who carries a sword at bis belt and a lance in bis 
, handy can boast of wielding tliem better, .or of being in 
the Icast moro bravo than any of tliem." 

To this eulogy, wbich was rendered witb the wnrmtb 
of a generous and trutliful hcart, the Simnianls rcj^pondcd 
with words and signs of approbation, protcsthig tbnt tli(*y 
Lad opportunities to witness the bravery of the Itnlinn 
n»en-at-arms every day. But the thrco prisoners, who 
began to fcel heated with the conversation and with wine, 
did not seem to agrce with the rest. I^ Motte, morcovcry 
bad a private grudgo against Inigo, who had mode him 
the butt'of bis unsparing taunts durìng the whole even- 
ing t and ho held every one inferior to himself, so incar- 
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nate WA8 lii8 self-estecm and vanity I Ilcnco ho rcturned 
only a look of pity and a forced sonilo te tlic asscrtions of 
the Spaniurd, whose face becamo flushed with rage, and 
could sciirccly control himsclfi when La Motto continued 
thus : — 

** As to that, sir knight, ncithcr I nor my companions 
are of your opinion* Wo havo becn in the wars of Italy 
for many yoars ; and, as I have told you, we bave scen 
more uan made of poison and stilcttoes tlian of swords or 
LuiceSy believe me. A French ^etis d'armes" and ho 
* put on an air of grcot impoilancCi ** would be asliamed 
to liiro mcn for the M'ork of his stable who wcre noi 
bcttcr tlian these Italiana ; thcn imagino whctber thoy 
can stand nny comparison with us." 

** Ilear, sir knighf, and open your ears wcll,** answercd 
Iiilgo, who oould no longer contain himsclf, whilo listen- 
ing to thid man hcnping insulta» on the hcads of ìih frìcnds, 
and, moreovcr, 8cizcd with pleasurc the opportunity of 
vcnting his anger against him who had crippled his 
horsC| — ^ had we bere some of our Italian.s and Fiera- 
mosai above ali, and wcre you not a prisoncr of Diego 
Garcia, but a free man, you might Icam, beforo rctiring 
to your re|x>so, that a man-at-anns from Franco would 
liavo to use both liands to save his skin from an Italian ; 
but ns you aro a prisoncr, and bere are only SpaniardR, 
I, a.s a friend of Ficramosca, and of the Italians, protcst, 
in thcìr behalf, that you, or whoever says that thcy aro 
afmid, with arms in liand, to mect any onc, and tliai 
thcy are, as you Imve said, cowards and poltroons, uttcrs 
a villanous lie; and I alTirm that thcy will mect any 
diallcngc, on foot or horseback, with ali arms, or with 
the sword alone, whcrcvor, wbenover, it may please the 
Challenger.'' 
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La Motte and hU oompanlons, as Inigo began to speak, 
had gÌTen him an anogant look ; bui as ho proccedcd, 
thej gradually betrajcd astonUhmcnt and anger, and 
waited ibr the conclusion* If, in the midst of a roirthful 
and noisy company words of blood and dcath are uttcred, 
ali bccome silent, and are held in suspense to know liow 
the aflair will end. So the clamor being stilled, the 
Spaniards were anxKHisly waiting for tlie result of ibis 
quarreL 

* We are prìsonersi'' rqjoined La Motte with a mod- 
estj full of disdain ; ** and we miglit not wcU aecept a 
challcnge ; but, with the sanction of thcse mcn-at-arms 
who have received our swords, and with a clcar undcr- 
standing tliat thej will reccivo a just ransom, now in my 
own name, and in tliat of my eompanions, and of the 
whole French armj, I do roake this rcplj to you, and I 
repeat what I bave said long ago, and wliat I will cvcr 
prodaim, everywherc, tliat the Itnlians are only ut to 
plot trcason, are worthless on the battle-lleld, and tliat 
they are the mcanest race that ever mounted a borse or 
pat on a cuirass* Wbocver says I lic, lies liimsclf, and I 
.will prove my assertion, sword in band.** 

Then he took from bis bosom a golden cross, kissed it, 
and pUioed it on the table. ^ And may I have no hope in 
thifl sign of our salvation, whcn my last hour shall come, 
may I be prodaimed as a false knight, hcld unwortliy to 
wear golden spurs, if I and my compnnions do not an- 
swer the challenge which the Italians through you have ' 
aent to me ; and with the liclp of Grod, of Our Lady, 
and of St. Denis, who will certainly stand by us, we shall 
show to the wliole world liow mudi differcnce tlicre is 
between the French soldiers and this rabbie wbom you 
baTe uodertaken to patronixe.'* 
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^ And bc it 60| in God's namc," wos Inigo's responso. 
Then he also unbuttoned his jupon, and took from liis 
neck a medal of Our Ladj of Monsorrato^ with wliich ho 
crossod himsclf, and phicod it by La Motte's golden cross. 
It is ime ho bctrajcd some mortification, bocauso his 
povcrty did not allow him to show a battlc-plcdgo oqual 
in value to that of La Motte, but overcoming that feeling, 
he said boldly : — 

^ Thcre is my plcdgc — Diego Garcia will take charge 
of thcm in the namo of Gronzalo, who will not refuso freo 
ground to our noble frìcndii, or to the Frcnch knights 
who will appear in the contest." 

^ Not he ! " said Garcia, taking up the pledges. ^ Gon- 
zalo will ncvcr hindcr thìs brave people from trj'ing thcir 
swords and to prove thcmselvcs truo knights. But jou, 
sir baron,** — tuming to La Motte, — '^jou will liave 
bctwcen jour tceth a bone to pick much harder than you 
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^ Cesi noire affaire^ answcrcd the Frenchman, with a 
toss of the head and a smile ; ^ neither I nor my com- 
panions will cvcr think that, to unhorse four Itolians, for 
the purposo of convincing this brave Spaniard of his 
mistakc, has bcen the most dangerous or noblest achieve- 
mcnt of our lives.** 

Diego Garcia never felt in good spirits, and in his elc- 
ment, but when he was cither in the beat of a fight, or 
thero was a questbn of fSghting. It is no wonder then, 
that when he saw arrangemcnts made for a cliallenge, 
whicli would be fought and contested with ali tlie fury 
that national honor can inspire, ho could scarccly keep in 
his skin ; and raising his head and voice, and clapping 
two liands whidi would bave befittcd Sampson'i arms, 
exdaimed : — 
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** Enighty jour scnUments are sach as onlj men of 
hoDor and soldicra of jour tcmpcr can speak, and I liavo 
no doubt that dceds vrill not belio your words. Long mny 
tlie brave of ali nations live I ** And saying so, he fiUed 
bis cap ; and as the noble soldier^s plcdgo went around, 
they ali quaffcd their gobleU to tlie honor of the con- 
queronB to be. As the exdtemcnt subsidcd a little, Jnigo 
addcd: — 

** The insult you liave offercd to the Italian namc, sir 
knighty is sudi as will not be easily forgottcn by roy 
fnendsy or that will end with the brcaking of a lance, as 
it were only the iosue of a jou8t« I mnke no arrange- 
ments now as to.the numbcr of combatants ; this will be 
fixcd npon by tlie two partics ; biit wlmtevcr that may he, 
I oflTer to you and to your compnnions battio with ull 
arnifi, and to the last blood, until cvcry man be dead, or 
made prisoner, or phiced hon de combat. Do you acccpt 
the terms ? ** 

-Ido." 

The conditions being acccptcd, and thcrc bcing nothing 
else to be dono for the prcscnt in the matter, and it bcing 
Tory late, tliey ali felt the want of rcst after the lubor of 
the day. They rose with one accord, and Icaving the 
tavem, disbandcd and moved towards thcir qunrtcrs. 
The French barena wcre takcn under charge with due 
honor, and lodged by those who had made thcm prison- 
ers. But we feci wnrrantcd in asscrting that, notwith- 
slanding the bnivadoes with which they Irnd affcctcd to 
express such low opinion of the Italians, a certuin inward 
fèding, and the experìcnce they sevcrally had in Italian 
wars, made them fed that decds more tlian words would 
be reqoired to make them come out of the meeting with 
honor. And Inigo, however eonfident he felt in the valor 
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of liÌ8 frìends, and howcvcr assurcd tbnt, for tho nome 
of tho Italian arms, they wouid stand a^^ainst the wholo 
worid, stili, taking into considcratlon timi the othcr party 
wcro vrarrìora of woll-provcn skill, and tho most tried 
swords of tho Frcncli armj, ho could noi help feeling 
grcAt anxiety as to the end which thot important afluir 
roight come to. In fact, La Motte and bis oompanions 
were just tlic men to givo a clmllengcr the meeting he 
desircd. Tlicir prowess was known to eveiy man of arms 
of thoso timcs ; and in the French ranks were manj a 
man not inferior to them in courage and training ; and the 
famous Bayardi to meiition no other, added great weight 
to their side of the scoles. 

In spite of ali these thoughts, the high-minded Span- 
inrd nevcr regrctted to linve takcn side with the Italians ; 
and he fclt that he would have never pardoned himself 
had he allowed that impertincnt captive to insult so wan- 
tonly those who did not deserve the insult; were thej 
not Inigo's fricnds, and aUscnt forsooth ? and, as he said 
to himself, how ean tlie man who fights for his country 
be conqucrcd ? Thus rcassurcd in his hcart, he deter- 
mined to oonfer with Fieramosca in the moming, and to 
take evcry measuro in his power to orrango matters for 
Uie honor of the pai*ty he had takcn under his protection. 
Full of these honorablo thoughts, he waitod, without 
much slcep, for the hour he could set out to work. 



CirAl»TEB III. 

"Cbe lòrtresa <^ Bnrlella, in w1ii<;U Gonzalo nnd bgv- 
cnil tupcrìor ofllccn of tlio army liod llicir qunrtcra, wns 
sitiutcd bctwccn Ilio mnin pìnzza of tlic town nnd tira 
■ea. Tlio oI&GCn, botli Spnnisli and Itiilinn, witli tkcir 
■Uendanta and aquìrcit wcrc lodgcd in tlio liousca of 
piÌTOte dtizciu in tho immcduito ncigliborliood of tlio 
forlreu. Ono of tlio bcst mnnsiona limi bccn apiiropri- 
olcd for tlie brodicn Prospero and Fabrizio Colonna and 
tfacir EplcoUid trnin of «inircs, scrrants, and liorec^ a» ìt 
wai bcfitting their noblo fomily. Kttoro Ficrnmoscn liad 
beootDO cndcorod lo thcm for Iiis many beautiful Iraita of 
ebonctor, and tlicy hcld him in the pbco of a »on, nnd 
had OMÌgncd lo liim a amali dwcUiiig ncar tlio Gcn-shon-, 
wbcre be ifoi comfortalily lodgcd with liU attcndonla, 
bone, and baggnge. A room in tlio upper sKiiy, vrUicb 
lookod lo tlio cast, wos hù slccping apnrtmcnt. 

It wai dio moming after tlio Buppcr, at (lio iìnt pccp 
of day, whcD a dim gniy liglit rcotccIj' dclìncd tlio dark 
bouiMbuj of tbo tea, joung Fieramooca hnd lofi bis b^, 
oo wbich bo did not always cnjoy cnsy slumbors, nnd lind 
gone lo a terrooo, tbo pillan of ivliit^h iroro gcntly luvcd 
bjr tbe wbtcì moved by tlio lìglit moming brcozo. 

Uobappjr dlìiena of tho nortli I You cannot apprccioto 
tba Toliw of tbi> bour under a beautiful K>uibcm iky, on 
Ibe aetriibon, wben noture u yet buried in ita slumberif 



-= — V -VftM^k^M 



ETTOBE FIEBAMOSCA. 43 

and the stillncss ìs scnrccly brokcn by the subducd goi^le 
of the billow, >vhich, like the thought of matif hns nevcr 
Tcsted 8incc its creation, and wlU net cease to move but 
when it wlll ocaso to exist. Only he who has found hlm- 
8clf alone at thÌ3 hour, — only lie who Jias felt the last 
bcating of tlie soft wing of a moming hot in the opcning 
of tlic warm scason on the charming coast of the Regno, 

— he alone wcll knows how great U the celcstial beauty 
of thing.4 ci*eated. 

A paltn-trce grcw on the flank of the tcrraee. Seated 
on the imrapct, liis shouldcr Icaning against tlie trce, and 
ftupi>ortIng his knco with crossed hands, our jouthfuV 
knight cnjoycd 8onic momcnts of rc8t, and brcatlied that 
pure air which ìs the harbingcr of dawn. 

Naturo had bcstowcd u2)on him the precious gift of 
a soul asiùring aAer whntcver is fair, good, and noble. 
Only ono fault ho had, if it may be called a fault -» he 
was too buono. But, rearcd from his tender youth in tlie 
profession of armst, he soon acquircd knowlcdge of men 
and things ; with a mind naturally coircct, he rcadily 
Icamt within what limits goodness sliould be kcpt, Icst it 
should degenerate into weakncss; and that stemness which 
ìs oftentimcs the result of a life exposed to continuai 
dangcrs, had become, in a heart like his, a just firmnese, 

— tlie noble and prccious virtue that always dwells in a 
manly brcast« 

Fieramosca's father, a gentleman of Capua, of the 
school of Braccio da l^Iontonc, had bccome old in tho 
wars which laccratcd Italy in the fi fleenth century, and 
on his death bequeathed to his son only the Icgacy of a 
sword ; and Ettore thought tliat the profession of arma 
was the only one worthy of himself, and for many years 
he really had no otlier aspirotions but those of tlie timci 
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fai which be lircd, whcn the Blrengtli of anni wos cm- 
ploTed onljr to cnbanco fame and «rcalUi. 

Bai as.be grcw in agc,hea1so incrcoscd in wi«]om; 
bo alwaji improvcd llic bricf inlorvala of rcspilo ho lavi 
from (he won in itudf and rcnding, inalcad of wasling liia 
lime in the chasc, jousU, and otlicr amuscmanta inilulgcd 
in hj Uic yoaih of tliou timo. Ilo bccomo wdl uc- 
qnaintcd with Ilio oncicnt wrìtcrx, and witli tlio lionorcd 
àccia of tboM w1h> luul Blicd llicir bloo<1 for tlicir coun- 
tr^s Hike, not for tho Mkc of lliojo wlio pnid hai I Ilo 
tben fcit that ttio profcuion of anns ìs in ìtsclf n ncfari- 
otu onc, if it bo undcrtnkcn on ilio prìnciplc of tlio out- 
law, wlio llgliti only for tlio piirposo of jilundcrìng liia 
fellow-man, nnd not for tlio noblo and virtuoui motivo of 
«Jdcnding liimsclf and his front forcign aggrcHsion. 

Wlien atill a boy, ho was ol'ligcd to fullowr liis f;U]ier 
on an imporlant misaion to Nnplcs. At the court of 
Alfonso, ]ie bccninc ncriuninlcd with the fumont Ponlnno, 
irlio, bcing well plcascd wilh the tnlcnts nnd linnd«omB 
appcnranco of ilio joutli, t>ccnmo atlnclicd to him. Ilo 
odmittod bini into tlic ncodcm;', whicli, alllimigli cslnb- 
lishcd by Ihc Fnnormila, stili wcnt hy tlio name of Fon- 
Ionia,* and cducntcd liim with grcat care, rccciving in 

* AntoorarralennahDiHialljrcnllcd ranormitn, luJ cutablMied in 
Kaptn a locictj of ll(eni7nt<!n,«hich Ixgan lo flonridi aboiitllio 
aUdtaof tlw nilMnth ccntuiy. l'onlnno *ucccc<Icl the l'nnonnltn; 
■iid tbe kcademir hm ner tinea b«en known hj tho name oC l'onto- 
maiw. Tba ruwrnilU di«il In 1471, and l'oatatm in 1U)3, tha yenr In 
«hlch tha eballenge of DarlclM took pinco. Ittroto lil« iloatli lig liad 
■pomad at tha boDon ofTcred to hlm bj Louli XII., who wu anxloiit 
lo raeoBqnar the klngdom of Nnplot, vhilo Um Italiani hold nat 
•fainat hbn, bMk«d by tha Inopa of Don Oonialo da Cordora. In 
Ih* b«flnnÌDg of tho lUbMnth contury tb« Muth of Itoly va* tba 
Ikaaira tt% itniggla proelteljr of tho aomo cbaracter ai IIm ona gnln]; 
•* wv la LoMbMily. TlM Fnneh «era Ut» tbe batod Inlnden^ 
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rctui^ for hid kindncss that affcctionotc respcct wliich ia 
the oflTdprìng of gratitudo blendcd with admiration. 

TIio doqucnt appcaU of ilio tcachcr kindied a firo of 
love for hls country and for Ilalian glory which could not 
bc smothcrcd in a hcart likc Ettorc's, and grcw almost to 
a dcgrco of frcnzy. Ilo challonged a Frcnch gentleman, 
his 8ui>crior in ago and strcngth, to fighi with the sword, 
bccauso he had spokcn of the Italians with disrespccti 
woundcd liim, and madc him rctract his words, bcfore the 
King and liìs court Ader Icaving Naplcs, and afler 
many vicissitudes, he mei with those adventures of love 
of which we have had some hint from tlie conversation 
of tlie Frcnch knight in the prcccding chaptcr. 

But when Charles VIIL had crcated so much disturh- 
anco in Italy, and the Frcnch troops kepi it cither in 
fcttcrs or in continuai fear, he felt the love of his country 
buming more fcrvidly within bis hcart, as he witnesscd 
the overbcaring conduci of those intrudcrs, who actcd as 
if they wcro the lords of the country. Ile was indig- 
nani at hearing the rcpori of their insolcnce in tlieir 
pas^ago through Lombardy, Tuscany, and othcr Italian 
States ; and when he hcard of the bold answcr mado by 
.Pier Capponi to the King, and how the laltcr had yicldcd, 
h'is Joy kncw no bounds, and he praised the gallant Fior- 
entine to tlie sky. 

The royal fumily of Nai)les had becn drivcn away. 
Thcn Ficramosca thoughi it bcttcr to attach himself to 
the Spanish cause, in order to check as much as possible 
the too much increasing power of the othcr party, and 
because he decmcd Spanish sclf-conceii less unbcarable 
than the hollow Frcnch boasting; moreover, he fcared 

wliom the Italo-Spanlth armlos endoaTored to drira ont of the Pontn- 
tuia. Soe Prcscott*! Ferdinand and laabeUa, Part IL eh. x. zL sii. 
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lets an cncm/ «bo could not npproach Itnly but by 
•ea ; and, ìatlij, bo tbought tbnt if tbcjr could sucoccd in 
driving tbe Prandi nvtay hj mcan^ of ibo anns of ibo 
Sponioid^ H would not be so diincult lo cslabliisli n 
good govemmcDt in lle\y. 

X few rtcBgglJiig slars wcro fast dÌMippcarìng al tliu 
approoch of *lbe autcm light. Tlio sun hnj iilrcndy 
Uluminal tbo highcst top» of tbo Gargano, impnrting lo 
ihcm a roseate color, wbicli, in tho sliody rcccssci of tbc 
moanlain, dianged into puqilo, whiist the bcocli, wliicb M'm 
chapcd io tbe forni of a luUf-rooon, connccting wìUi Ilio 
Barletta sborc, diiplnjcd, at tho ligUt of tbe growìng day, 
• beautiful nod rarìcd assembla^ of Tollcj'a nnd bilU 
wbicli dcscciidcd lo bntlio in tlio aca. Tho lliickct of 
cbcalDut>trecs, olrcady sliining wìlli ilio golden liglit of 
tbe nwming «un on llic crcst of the mountain, opcned in 
thcir dcsccnl citlicr in gm^y latvns of rnost bcnuliful 
green, or in pnlclics of cultivntud Innd. At §omo point 
■tood promincnt the wbitcncss of n rock, in oilicrs, ilio 
flaok of n liigb bluff* nppcnrcd iìycti ivith rcd or ycUow, 
■coording lo tbe difTurcnt (junlity of ilio soil. Tbo eky- 
colorcd sea undcmcnlli sccmcd molionlcs'i, bui for lliu 
'inccfsant rolling of the lido ngaìnst tbe rock», ibus con- 
fining tlicm willi n bclt of ilio wbilcst fonm. 

In tli« more interior part of Uic gulf, on a aumll islund 
connccticg vith the ronin land by a long and narrow 
bridge, in Ilio midst of palma and cyprcsB-trccs, wna builc 
a momMery wilb a amali cliurcb ond bclfry, ali incloscd 
witbin a Wall, indcntcd witli merhiu and towcra for n 
protcclioa agoinst a. first attock of piratca or Saraccns. 

Ettore icemcd to gazo in Ihat direction witli an impas- 
■Moed look ; and atraining bis cycs, whìie tlic fog, wliìdi 
«t that timo covcrcd the luw landa, ecorccly nllowed 
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him to distingubh tlio outlincs of tho building, ho at- 
tcntivcly listencd to tbo feeblo sound of tlic beli wliich 
tollcd the morning Avo I^Iarìa, and was so mudi absorbed 
Uiat he did not bear InigOy who was calling him from tho 
yard, and who, not rceciving any answer, mountcd tlie stairs. 

''Ailer a day like yesterday, I did not think you 
would be up before tbo sun,** said Inigo, advaneing to 
the terrace. 

If you havo over been engrossed with a grcat and iiery 
thouglit, you can well understand how far from pleasant il 
must bave been to Ficramosca to be caught in that mood 
of mind, and to be obliged to givo up bis mcditations. 
Ilo tumcd around witli a countenance which betrayed 
hb feclings to such an extent tlmt Inigo almost felt tliat 
he was unwelcome. But Ettorc*s soul was too just and 
nflfoctionate to blame bis friend for this involuntary in- 
trusione Without making a precise reply to tho remark 
of Inigo, he advaneed to mèet him, shook him by tho 
band, and, having recovered himself cntirely, said in per- 
fectly good humor : — 

** What good wind has brought thee bere at this hour ?" 

** The best wind ; and I cxpect a guerdon for the news 
I am going to givo thcc. This is the reason why I bave 
scarccly waited for daylight, and liave hastened hithcr. 
I bave always cnvied tliy valor ; to-day I envy Uiy good 
luck. A happy man thou art, mine Ettore I Ileaven 
has set apart for thee a feat of honor, which I am suro 
thou wouldst bave purchasod at any price. Well, thou 
hast it now before tliee without cxpenso or trouble. 
Truly thou art bom in good luck I " 

Ficramosca led bis friend into the house, and having 
seated him opposite to liimsclf, was impatient to bear 
about ibis grcat fortune* Ile was in a few words in* 
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Ibrmed of wbat had taken placo the evcning bcforCi how 
he had taken ap the Italian BÌdc, and of the intendcd 
diallenge» When he had repeatod the insoicnt words of 
JjtL Motte, -^ and we maj be sore he know how to' rcpcat 
them, — the brave Italian jumped on his foct, strìking bis 
dencfaed fiat on the table, and with eyes darting a ficrco 

*No^ Dot yeti" he crìedi **ìa our misciy corno to this, 
that we lack anns or swonls to ram back into the tbroat 
of this French thicf wbat, in an unlucky liour for bim, 
hai escapod from bis moutb I And may God blcss tby 
toognei Inigo, my brotbcTi (and ho cmbraccd bim ofTcc- 
tionatcly) ; I sboU bo ctemally thankful to tlico fur the 
care thoa basi taken of our bonor, and, alive or dead, I 
«hall never foi^t it." Thcro was no end to his exprcs- 
aaoofl of tbanksi to the offcrs of bis gratcful bcart, and 
to the earesscs he bestowcd on bis friend. As that first 
impulse had subsided a littlc,»- 

** New,** said Fieramosca, ^ it b timo to net, not to talk." 
Ile tbcn callcd a scrvant ; and wbilc tlie mcnial assisted 
him in dresslng^ be went on mentioning the nomcs of 
those wbo migbt be cbosen to answcr the cliallcngc, dcsir- 
oos to bave a band as ktrge as possiblc 

^ There are many good oncs amongst us. Bui this is 
an afiair of too much importance. Let us name the best. 
BrancalconCy — ycs» be is onc. Ile bas such a pair of 
fihoulden at his oommand that tbcre is no fcar that any 
Freoch lance will bend bim an incb. Capoccio and 
Gwvenale ; — these tlirce aro Romans ; and, I ussure tbec, 
the Horaccs wero no bcttcr swordsmcn. We bave tbrco 
now. Lei us see : Fanfulla da Lodi, tliat madcap, dost 
thoa know him ? (Inigo lookod upword, knit bis brows 
a little, and prcssed bis 1Ì[ni, like one wbo is endeav- 
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oring io remcmbcr somcthing.) O yca, tliou certainly 
knowcst him I Thut Lombard, ono of tlie bodj-guard of 
Signor Fabrizio— that fellow wbo was scon tbo other 
day galloping on ibe tliick wall of ibe bastion ncar tho 
Siui Bacolo gate • • ." 

** O ! yosy indccd I " answercd Inigo ; ^ now I remcm- 
bcr bim.** 

^ Vcry wcll ; bc makcs Uio fourtb. As long as bo can 
bold on to bis boncU bc will know bow to use tbem. I 
wlli bc tbc ilf\b, and witb God*s bcip I sball do my duty. 
Masuccio, • • • " bc balloocd, calling on bis favorite 
6cr\*ant; ^look to tbc tboiig of tbc sbield; it was brokcn 
ycstcrday; bave it mcndcd witbout dclay; bear me; bave 
tbc brondsword and tbc pistoiese daggcr well sbarpened, 
and . . • wbat did I want to say ? • • . Ab I is my 
Spanidb annor in good ordcr ?** — ^Tbc scrvaiit nodded an 

WtóliXìi. 

Inigo smilcd at tbis flurry, and remarkcd, ^ Tbou slialt 
bave plcnty of tinie to gct ready ; tbc battio will noi tako 
place to-day, nor to-morrow citber." 

Ficroinosca did not tliink of tbat ; bc fclt as if bc bad 
tbc fuvcr, and did not wisb tbat tbc figbt sbould bc put 
ofl* any timc ; and paying very little attcntiou to wbat 
tlic Spaniard was saying, bc kept on Uiinking of otber 
cbaropions, because bc tbougbt tliat fi ve wcrc ratber a 
sinall numbcr. Tben bo said, witli great cmpliasis,— 

^ Wby do wc leave bcliind Romancllo da Forlì ? six ; 
Lodovico Bcnavoli ; sevcn. Tbou knowost tbcm, Inigo ; 
tbou luist seen tbem at work I " 

^AlasuocioI MasuccioI** 

Tbc scrvant wbo bad gone down stairs, ran up again. 

''Let my war-horsei Akt>nc, tbc borse tbat Signor 
Prospero gave to me/— lei bim bave Straw and oatSi as 
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Biodi MB be wants ; and before it is too hot let him trot 
aroond for an hour ; and look ai bis sliocs.'' 

These orden wcre given wbile Ettore was drcitsing. 
After bi8 attendant bad put tlie capo on liis shouldcrs, 
and giided tbe sword to bis side, be put on a bat with a 
blue featbeTi and said to Inigo, — 

^ I am readj to go with thec. Before evciything else 
we must talk tbe matter over with Signor Prospero, and 
tben we will ask Gonzalo for a pass." 

Thusy as tbey wcnt on thcir waj, lio kcpt on mcntion- 
ing now one tben another of tbe men-at-nrros who might 
I^Te their names for the meeting. In foct ho wiis not so 
Terjr easiljr satisfied at once ; he examincd most closcly 
tbe eondition, tho power, the bravery, the life of cvery 
one, as be wanted only tried roen to cnter the lists. Ilo 
tbougbt of Brancaleone liomano more thnn of any one 
else ; be knew him to be a most honomble man, of grcat 
hearty and wonderful strcngth of body; ho likcd bis 
•edate ways, so different from the giddj checrfulness of 
bis eomnides, and be fclt so much frìcndiiliip for him, that 
more than once be was on the point of disdosing to him 
bis adventures with Ginevra ; howcvcr, naturai reserve, 
and, pcrbaps, tbe want of an opportunity, had prevcntcd 
bim from doing so. The familj of Brancaleone, and in 
fiict ali bis ancestors, bad always bccn of the GhibcUines, 
and in Rome bad adbered to the Colonna party ; and now 
amoog tbe troops of Signor Fabrizio, he was at the head 
of some body-guards, and paid dose attcntion to this as 
well as to any other affair connccted with the war. Ile 
was of middle bdght, broad shoulders, largo chest, of not 
many words, and strictly minding bb own business ; he 
was resdlatOy aye, obstinate, in foUowing bis own opinion ; 
aad as be bàd notbing more at beart in tbe world tban 
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the increase of the triumph of tlie Colonna party, every 
other object appcared to him not wortliy thinking of ; 
hence he wouid have bcen wìUing to lei himself bo cut 
into picccsi if thereby ho could advance the interesto of 
hÌ8 party* 

Ettore and Inigo had to pass by hìs door on tlieir way 
to the Colonnas* They found him standing by the sta- 
bleSy and giving dircctions about some of his horscs, with 
his sword ungirdcd, the belt twisted around the bilt, 
pointing to the squires and grooms, and giving orders 
with the greatest eoonomy of breath. Ficramosca in- 
vited him to join company with them to arrange sach 
affairs, which, although told with the warmest terms, were 
listencd to by Brancaleone without the least emotion or 
change of countcnance. He only remarked, as he moved 
along with tlicm,— 

^ Tryiiig is bclief cven to the blind* Four thrusts in 
tierce, after my fashion, and we*ll talk it over." 

This assurance of his was no bravado. He had more 
than once fought in a camp, and always carne out with 
awardcd honors. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

La Mottb*8 words, ovcrflowing with so mudi insult- 
iog gal], and tho ensuing challcngc, had bccn licard hy 
more than twenty pcrsons, und could noi bc kepi secret ; 
it was alrcady in every soldicr's moutli, and it wiu ilic 
topie of oonversatjon in every [Miri of the city. When 
Inigo and the two Itnlians had reached tlie doors of Pros- 
pero Colonna, every man in waiting was discus^ing the 
merìis of the challenge ; and the flower of Itulian yoiith 
liad flodced already around thcir chicAnin to obtaiu froui 
him advioe as to the manner in which thcy t^hould net. 
Every one of tliose named by Ficnimosca were thcrc ai- 
ready, and a great many more besides ; in a vcry short 
timo tbeir number had swoUen to fiily. Their woixIm wera 
full of indignation and magnnnimous, and thcir vcry niau- 
ner, their countenance, betrnycd too well how much tho 
ofièred insult was felt in thcir hcarts. Sevcrul of the 
Spamards, wlio had been at the supper the evcning before, 
and wbo had rcported the scene to thcir Italian fricndis 
were there also, and minglcd in the crowd, rehcarsirg 
oow one expression, then another, as thcy hnd bccn 
ntteied by Inigo or by tlie prisoners, and commcntcd 
apon them, setting out thehr views on tlio matter, quoting 
autboritiea in parallcl examples, thercby fanning a fire 
whidi was already ragmg. 

This ciowd was scattcred partly on tlio stcps of tho 
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xnain cntrancc, nnd in tho front yard, or in a hall in the 
lowcr fftory, whcrc the Colonna brothcrs attcndcd to the 
afTairs of the comi>any, and gavc audience to their men- 
at-armfi. The walls wcre ali around decked with their 
armors beautifully inlaid with gold, of tho best chisellin^ 
polishcd and shining like mirrors. The standard of tho 
company waa kept in this hall ; it bore a pillar on a fìeld 
rcd, with the motto, Columna JUcH nescio. Tlie same 
arms were cngraved on the shield^*, whicli wcre arrangcd 
in graccful ordcr, and covered almost ali the four walls. 
At the end of tlie hall two largo woodcn horses supported 
complete fumitures with «iddlcji, and housings of beau- 
tiful crimson velvet, omamcnted with the family eont-of- 
arm8, and the costly bridlcs richly decked with reins 
cmbroidered in gold, as it befitted gentlemen so highly 
lionored. 

On a rnil strctchcd across a window wcre pcrched six 
faloons with hoods on their hcads, and tied to small 
Silver cliains, with a quantity of implcments for tho 
chasc, which was so much indulgcd in by the aristocracy, 
and which was considcrcd ns an amusemcnt proper for 
noblcs nnd gentlemen. AAcr a few momenti Signor 
Prospero Colonna prcscntcd himsclf at the door, and ali 
gave way to him and made obeisance. Ile advanced, 
bowing to evcry one with a dignificd affability, and took 
a seat on a largo elbow-chair covered with red Icather, at 
tho h(*ad of a table placcd in the centro of the hall, whero 
he kc])t bis writing-nlesk, and bcckoncd to thcm ali to bo 
scatcd. 

Ile wore a capo of black chamois worked with ara- 
besque. A heavy golden chain, to which was attached 
a mcdalìion of tho same metal, both finely cliisclled, hung 
around bis ncck. Ile carricd a small daggcr which was 
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•tndL in a bdt of block beaten 8teel. His admirable 
beuing reoeiving relicf from this simple dress, his 
eoantenanoe pale and somewliat dark, a high forchcad 
whidi seemed lo be the seat of firmness and of more than 
Ofdinaiy wbdom, inspired eveiy one with tliat reverenoe 
whidi bespeaks a bomage paid more to the qualities of 
the soni tban to favors of fortune or birth. Hi» eye- 
bfows were bashjy his beard small and trimmcd in the 
Spanish fashion, the movements of his eyes slow and 
guaided ; altogether you felt at once to bc in the pres- 
cooe of a k>rd powerful and of great authority. 

The present occasion appcared to him, and was, in faci, 
one of.veiy great importance, not only because the 
boDor of the Italian arms was at stake, but because, 
mofeorer, the issue of this oontcst, in such circumstances, 
wben a war was carried on bctwccn two powerful mon- 
ardis with dubious fortune, might be fraught with serious 
ooosequenoes to him,'to his family, to the Colonna party. 
To obtain victory in a challengc, which must attract 
uniTersal attention, would cnhanoe the fame of his fol- 
loweiB and of his banner ; hcnce whiclicvcr party should 
happen to be victorious, the Spanish or Frcnch, they 
woald ultimately be moro loath to givc him offcnce, and 
would feel grcater anxiety to sccure his frienddhip. 
Moreover, wboevcr is oonvcrsant with Italian history 
knows bow obstinate the strife betwecn the Colonna and 
Orsini fiictions was in the Roman terrìtory. Both partics 
had been ill-used by the power and the frauds of Alex- 
ander and of Cesare Borgia, and both, whcther by foreign 
aid, or by their own valor, with the help of some favor- 
able opportunity, might obtain the asccndcncy ; conse- 
qoenllj, if there over was a timo when opportunity was 
to be leiied by the forelock, it was the present. 
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That export leader knew the ardent soul of Fiera- 
moscai and how powerful were in him the thirst of glory 
and the love of Lid country* He had eden 8cen how his 
words Iiad fired the hearts of his companions, and incited 
them to prove themsclves true Italians ; and he felt how 
at tlie prescnt moment ho might enoourage them with his 
example, and with his words add fire to that divine ardor 
which makes man equal to the noblest undertakings. 

To him thereforo he addressed himself when he began 
to speak ; he said he had already been made acquainted 
in part with what liad takcn place, but he wished to bear 
him rclate the whole affair in detail, that they might 
quickly come to some condusion. Ettore gave an ac- 
count of the transaction, putting particular stress on the 
longunge hcld by Inigo in favor of the Italian nation. 
When Le had donc, Signor Prospero arose and spoke 
thus : — 

^ Jlluslri Sigìwri ! Were you not what you are, and 
had I not 80 muny proofs of your valor through the 
many battlcs wo bave fought together, I would dcem it 
neccssary to recali to your minds how our ancestors 
raised by tlltir noble dceds the glory of tlieir country so 
high as to become the admiration of the whole world; 
tlie darkncss and the misfortuncsof ten centuries oould not 
dim the last rays of so much lighL Those who now 
corno from Uie otlicr side of the Alps to drink the blood 
of tiic Italians, and, moreovcr, add insult to ii\iury, then 
trcmbled at the vcry mcntion of the Roman name. I 
would cali your allcntion to the fact that thcy lui ve car- 
ricd tiieir sliamcful insolcuce so far, that, after having 
tom, by such arts as Grod alone can rcckon, the glorious 
crown which rcndered Italy the quecn of nations, and 
had been gained at so great an expense of labor and 
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blood, thej sdii think that they havo dono nothing so 
^loog as tbey see a sword in our banda and a coat of mail 
CD oor breastfiy and tlicy cvcn wish to deprivo us of tho 
ponrer of atmggling and dying for tlio protcction of our 
lioiior. I would Miy to you : Up witb you ; lei us ^, lei 
ereryone mah to arma; lei us fall upon tlicse thicvca 
wlio haT6 no regard for righta and justicc ; and yoiir 
looks asaure me that your aworda would Icap in advanco 
of «my wonL . • • . But, stili • . • • my oiTico of 
leader, which on thia important oocasion bccomcs to me a 
real borden, enjoina opon mo the duty of chccking your 
Takry and I feel conatrained to inform you, that yon cnn- 
noi ali join in the combat, and I ahall bc obliged to limit 
Une gjiiorj of oar vengeance to only a few awonls. Tho 
Àfafpùjieo Gonzalo haa to uphold tho rights of his Cath- 
olie Miyeaty with unequal forcca, and will not permit his 
adldiera to ahed thcir blood for distracting purposcs. I 
shall be able to obtain, I hopc, a pass and frcc camp for 
ten men-at-arma. To lose no timc, I go ; and as soon as 
I bave obtaincd both,'I will return to you. Now, Ict 
everj ooe of you who will, writo hia nniuo on a shect of 
paper ; let Gonzalo mako the clioice. 13 ut, bcToro ali, you 
maat awcar tliat you will abido by his decision." 

Cok>nna\ addrc^a waa rcceived witli marks of fervid 
approbation, and ali took the onth. The names wero 
written and givcn to Signor Prospero, who, rising from 
his aeat, went to tho door, whero two squircs hud a mulo 
in readincaa for liim. He mountcd, and with only thcisu 
Iwo attendanta rode townrda tho citadel. 

He retumed after half an hour, which appearcd as long 
an ago to the impatient nnxiety of tlioi^o young war* 
Having dismounted, ho entcrcd tho liall, anfl ali 
feU back to tJie aeata they had occupied licforc. The 
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deep Bilenco in tho hall, nnd tho cxprcssion of the eyes 
rìTctcd on the Roman boron, showed how anxious thej 
wero to know the cliosen onesi and how every one hoped 
to be on tho list 

^ Magnifieo Gonzalo^ said Signor Prospero at last, 
taking tlie papers from his bosom, and laying them oil 
tlie table, ^ has expressed himself very much pleased 
with your virtuous rcsolution* He feels confident that 
the undcrtaking will prove an easy task to your yafer ; 
he grants a pass and freo camp for ten men-at-arms. I 
liad to work hard to prevail on him to grant such a num- 
ber; and he allows it only in oonsideration of the im- 
portance of the matter.** 

Thcn opening the paper which oontained the namea of 
those who had bcen chosen, he read the foliowing : -~ 

^ Ettore Ficramosca." The youth hearing his name 
callcd at the head of tlie list, presscd with joy tlie arm 
of Bnincaleone who sat near by him, while the eyes of 
every one wcre tumcd towards him with such a look as 
to say that thcy did not fcel as if thej oould oontend witli 
him for the first place. 

^ Romancllo, from Forli. 

** Ettore Giovenale, Roman. 

^ Marco CarcUario, Ncapolitan. 

^ Gugliehno Albimonte, Sidlian. 

** Miale, from Troia. 

^ Riccio, from Parma. 

^ Francesco Salaraone, Sicilian. 

** Brancaleone, Roman. 

" Fanfulla, of Lodi." 

Had any one been there, who did not know the men 

wliose names had been callcd, ho oould easily, by their look 

of satisfaction, know of what tempcr were those who had 

s« 
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been destined to tho noble deccL A delicate pu^lc color 
Boffased the usually palo cheeks of Fienima«ca, and 
.wlule he was talking, the aubum mustachio which vcìlcd 
bis upper lip, could have been sccn quirering, and be- 
trajtng the deep emotions of bis heart. At lant he bad 
mei with an objcct wortby of tho tbougbts which wcro 
nppermost in hia niind. Once at least, he thought, the 
Uood of Italiana will flow for a bctter purpose than to bo 
oootinaallj fighting against foreign invaderà. If rome 
apirit bad whispcrcd to bis heart, ** thy pcople will ob- 
taio the yictorj, but thou shalt dio in the struggle," ho 
woald bave been a thousand times happy ; but stili thero 
was well-grounded hopc, ayc, evcn a ccrtainty of gaining 
a ykiùtjf and of living to cnjoy it« Tlien he thought 
bow tlicir return would be hcmldcd with honor, and 
Icasted, and crowned with joy, — how seldom it is that 
a man can forctcU tho truthl — he thought of ilio 
pnuses, of the everlasting glory with which Italy and bis 
Damo would be hjmned, and how bis dcarcst fricnds 
would be proud of him. At thii moment a feeling nroso 
frani the inmost recesscs of hw heart, crossed bis mind 
like a doud, and veiled for ^an instnnt the joy which 
bcamed in bis oountenance ; perhaps foregono misericji 
Diade bis heart fcel the kcen .pnng of ominous rccollcc* 
tions ; but it was only fur a moment. Could he tlicn 
bare anything moro at heart than tho nrrangements of 
tbe battio? 

Concaio bad appointed Prospero Colonna marshal of 
the lista. Then the duty of sending the challengo de* 
volved upon him ; morcover it would become bis part to 
l^aoe bis men on their horscs, to see that there should be 
DOtbing wanting that might secare the rictory, and to be 
aure that the contest would be carried on according to 
JQit and proper nilcs. 
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Tlie. first points to bo dcddcd wcro tho cIaj and the 
place. It was then the fir?t of the month ; it was dctcr- 
mincd that the eombot should tako place after the middle^ 
80 as to give Urne for necessary prcparations. As to the 
place, competcnt men would be deUiiled to seleet the 
moftt Kuitable one. 

Tlic next business was to write the challengCy which 
was dono in the French language, and givcn to Fiera- 
nioiH*a and Brancalcone, to be carrìed to the French camp 
the samc day. Ailer cverything was thus arranged, Sig- 
nor Prospero addressed himself to the tcn cliampions, and 
spoke thus : — 

^Your honor, knights, stands on the blades of your 
swords, and I cannot imagine a bctter or surer place for 
it. For this very rcason it becomcs necessary that you 
should pledgc yoursclves solcmnly, tliat from this day to 
that of the fight you will not cnter upon any advcnture, 
and xìniA avoid any dangcr of being wounded, or of meet- 
ing with any accidcnt, that might prevent you from being 
on your horscs that day ; and you know very wcll, 
that if such thing should occur, no matter how it hap- 
pened, great blame would be attachcd to our party." 
Thcy ali thought it was but right to take the prccaution, 
and none of thcm hcsitatod to accept the proposcd condi- 
tion under oath. 

In the mcan timo those who saw, with great chagrìn, 
that there was nothing for them to do then;, had Icfl the 
hall one ailer another. Only the ten had rcmaincd. And 
thcy aU>o went thcir way, aAcr the cartel had bcen con- 
signcd to Fieraroo8ca*s liands. Then he, too, with Bran- 
calcone, went home, to be soon ready on their horses, 
and start for the French camp. 

Tlicy put on a light armor, a coat of mail, with slceves, 
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«ad a fted ctp» and, preoedcd by a trampetcr, tlicy rode 
lowaid« San Baoolo*» gate, whidi Icd to the French cn- 
campment Ai their approach the portcuUis wos raised 
and the drawbrìdge lowered, aiid tliey entere<l a port of 
tlie suboriM which had bcen abandoned by the inhabitanta, 
and which had been burnt and half destro/ed by the 
reddes8ne« of both armies. Having traversed tlie 8ub- 
Qrfat, they had to cfoss some gardens, whenoe the road 
opened mto a highway leading to the camp, which they 
mij^ reach in a few boun' traveL In the suburbs Ettore 
feQ in with some women scantily covercd with rags, either 
leading thehr half-stanrcd childrcn by the hand^ or carry- 
mg them oo their shoulders, searching in those dilapi- 
dated boildings for any remnant of food that might bave 
escaped the gluttony of the eoldicrs who had sackcd tlie 
place; their appearance made the hcart of the youth 
bleed ; and noi having wlicrcwith to hclp them, he could 
noi cren bear tlie sight, and so spurrcd bis borse into a 
hrìek trot, and gaincd the open road. 

This incident, trìvial as it may appear, threw a gloom 
OTcr the buoyant spirita of Ettore; and the intense 
Joy which he felt at the approach of the buttle was 
tomed into equal sadness ; he felt more keenly grìevcd 
at the miseries of Italy ; and bis hatred for the French, 
who were the cause of them, receivcd a new impulse* 
He coald not help exprcssing to Brancalconc, who rode 
by him, how pained he felt at the suffcrings of tbese 
wretched women; and bis friend, who was naturolly a 
charìtable fellow, altbough a life continually exposed to 
danger and in the midst of deeds of blood had givcn him 
tlie appearance of a hardened man, felt pity for them, 
and sympathized with Ettore over their suiTerings. 

Fieramoaca, peroeiving bis softened temper, remarked, 
wkh a shake of the head : — 
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** Thcso are tho fair gifls wo reccive ai tho hands of 
tlio French; thb is the happy state of things brought 
on by thcm ! • • • But if I can once see ibis vilo 
set on tlio othcr side of tho Alps — **••• And he 
mcant to add, — we will tiy to get rìd of the Spanish 
also ; — but he rcmembered that he was in their pay, and, 
so brcaking off* suddcnlj, ho ended witli a siglu 

Brancaleono thought more of tho Colonna party than 
of the welfare of bis country, and could not fuHy appre* 
ciate the feelings of bis friend; but sympathixing with 
them to a certain extent, in bis own way, he answered >— 

^ If we could suoceed in rouling this army, it would 
not he long, pcrbaps, bofore we could tasto Signor Vir- 
ginio Orsino's good wines ; and the cellars of Bracciano 
would at Inst he chcercd by a Christian's face ; and the 
smoke from the camp of bis knaves would no more he 
seeii ncar Pnlestrina, Marino, and Valmontone ; and the 
denizcns of tliose placca would not he so oflen roused by 
that accurscd war-cry : Orso/ Orso/ but • • • pay- 
day docs not come cvery Saturday 1 " 

From tliis answer Ettore pcrceived that althougb bis 
friend joincd in the wishes of bis own heart, stili he was 
very far from agrccing with bim in bis own motives, and 
he said no more. Thcy went on fi>r a timo witliout ut- 
tering a word on either side» 

Tiie trumpcter preccded tlicm at the distance of a 
bow-shoU 

Our readcr will rcmembcr the hints thrown out by the 
French knight about the love-affairs of Fieramosca. It 
was the first timo bis companions had board of it, and 
thcy fclt sorry at bis disappointments, both because they 
ali loved him, and because a young man wbo docs not con- 
tributo to keep up and increase the good bumor of tho 
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mcM to wbieh he belongt, ù npt lo bccomo a kìnd of cjrc- 
sore to the company. Now «liile in the momìng oT tliin 
daj the mffaira or tlic Hmllcngo wcro dìscusscd in iho 
boose of Signor Prospero, thcro wcro nUo lomo rcmnrkn 
auàa in connection vith ihesc nilrcntures, nnd Branca- 
leone heud tbcm. In tnith, Brancalcono wiu vciy liiiln 
enriooi «boat otlicr pcoplc's busincw, but oflor tbcy litui 
rìaUen for mhim timo in silencc, pcrcciring llmt liìa com- 
{NUiion WM in io mclnncliolj a mood, he folt pnincil, nnd 
oTcìcomin^ bis naturai rcluclnncc, Iie remivcd to try 
wbetber he coutil miccced in moking him diwiosc (ho 
eaiue oT hi« ulenco ; and viti) nn exprcMÌon of afTcclion- 
ale anxieljr, ho qucctioncd him a» lo tho mane of Iiìb 
being w ponsivc Ànd lio did it wllh m> mudi tuut ihnt 
Iie gained hia purpotc. FicramoM», on tho oihcr hnnd, 
well kncw )m)w cnlirclj ho couid trust liis friend ; bcsidcA, 
ibe miMiy wliich lie folt looMmcd liis tonguc, einco it 
becomea vcry ta^j for n hcart tom wilh kccn [wtsitìunA 
to rcveal a secret. Slildly raining bis cycs to bis 
friend'* counteaancc, ha began ihus : — 

* Brancalcono, yoa ask lo know tliat wlitcli I havo 
nerer toki a livingaoul j and I would not teli evcn you 
(be not dÌKpIeased willi me) did I not lliink tliat I 
■night fidi in the Indio . . . and tliun ? . . . wliat would 
beeomo of . . . j-es, ycs, thou art a (ruo friend to me, 
tbou art a just man, lliou ehait know alL Tire not in 
hearing me al tengtb, becauso I oouid not narrale so 
nunjr and itiuige advenlurcs in a few word*." 

Brancaleone, wilh a coontcnancu wliivh bespoke the 
grvtd interest be felt in tho converMition, encouraged Ili* 
friend no tbat Fieramoeca, rcsolutcl/ rcprcsaing a aigh 
fina the hrart, continncd : — 

*■ YoH well* know lluit whcn wo fìnd heard of ilio 
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proY^ability of a wor from the ^Io;<t Christian king, vrho 
inU^nded to mako n dcsccnt on the kingdom, I wns a 
yoiith only sìxtecn ycars old, and was in the scrvice of 
the Moro. I took Icave of him, and fcit it my duty to 
employ my lifc in tlie defcnco of the princcs of Raona, 
who had bcen our rulers for so many years. I wcnt to 
Capua ; they were Icvying troop9, and I was . hircd and 
ordcred to the ramparts of the city by Count Bosk) of 
Monreale, wlio had the commnnd of the garrìson. Tiio 
ammunitions were ali in ; and thcre being nothing eUe 
to do for the prcscnt, we enjoyed ourselves for some time. 
Ever}' evening we met at the quarters of the Count, who, 
* having bcen a grcat friend of my father, licld me in placo 
of a 8on. Evcn before I waA condiictod hy the Duke of 
Milan, it had becn my wont to rcsort to the house of the 
Count ; and thcre I bccame acquaintcd with a young 
daughter of his ; and, childrcn as we were, wilhout under- 
stnnding oursclve.^, we loved cach other wondcrfully. 
When the day arrivcd thnt I was to march toward Lom- 
banly, the crying and adicus were bcyond imagination* 
I rcmember it wcll, I rode a jcnnet, the best I ever liad, 
and on my way out of the town, I passed under the Win- 
dows of Ginevra (such was hcr namc), and managing 
my borse with grcat gallantry, I Falutcd hcr with my 
hands ; as it was ju«t the pecp of day, without hcr father 
or anybody else pcrcciving it, she threw to me a blue 
scarf, with which I bave never since pnrtcd. 

** Bui ali this was mere play. During a whole year of 
my absenoe, my aiTcction for hcr had not much abated. 
As I am going to teli you, when I rctumed, and again 
saw Ginevra, who by this timo was full grown, the band- 
somcst lady of the rcalm, a good schoUir, and so fine a 
player on the Iute tliat thoro never was any botter; I 
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eooU Dot prevent mjBelf from folting dcspcratdy in love 
with ber. Shc well remcmbcrcd tho daja of m^ boy 
iwod ; uid weÌDg me nov tionorcd, nnd eqjoying somo 
bme MDong men-otrarma, ollliough, pniilent os glie wiu, 
■he did Dot vùh lo betraj lier reelingn, stili I pcrccivcd 
too well tluU she loved to hear me teli of tlio placca of 
LrombMdj, of the battles in whkih I luul bocn, and of tlio 
court* «nd muinera of tfaat country ; and, on mj fiiitli, if 
it wu pleasing Ibr ber to U#ten to me, it wiu a liundrcd 
lìmea more pleauot ibr me to eniertaìn Iicr. Iliings 
wcnt M &r tbat we conld not live oport from ono ao- 
otber. 

* I began to aeo pUinly wbat tura thìngs were likdy 
• to take* and MrìoniOjr ibought of tbu troublca whidi we 
■booU encounter. We wera on the evo of a wor ; woo 
to bim wbo il embamiMcd witb ties of love at such timcs ! 
And MM fonncrly I bad improrcd cvery opportunità of 
bdng in ber CMn|)an]r, io dow, rcsolvìng upon whnt I 
thoa^t wouM prove the boat for both, nnd bcing vaiùified 
that oar oflection was not cbildrcn'a play, I summoncd 
reaolatimi eoougb to avoid any abow of love, and ìiidccd 
trìed to faaniih it from mj hcart. Things wcnt on tbua 
Ibr a long lime. But lliat Blrugglc incrcnsed my love 
inatead of lemening it ; and wliilc I cndcavorcd to clieck 
it In my exterior mannon, it went on working within, 
■ad abiKHt led me aslray. My counienance bad li»t ita 
cbeerfulnefli, and at nigbl, no matter bow faligucd I 
migbt be, I oonld not alcep, nnd with my imaginalion 
continuali/ fixed on ber, I felt warra leors rourung down 
mj dwclu upoo the pillow, ood I bod become a riddi» 
tonyieir. 

" We wcnt 00 in tbii manner for •everal weelu, nnd 
X wai in Mich a state, that it became necenaary to talee 
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some rcsolution. You guess already what the revolution 
was. Olio cvcning about sunsct, il chanccd tliat I met 
licr alone in the gmtlen. I told ber of my grcat aiTcc- 
tion, but shc bhishcd, and without uttering one single 
word, Icfl me thcrc in grcat sadncss and in a oondition 
worsc than over. From that day forward 8he sccmed to 
kecp at a distancc from me, and searccly, if evcr, spokc 
to me in the prcsencc of olhcrs ; I eould noi enduro that, 
and almost dcspairing under tlie weight of my disap- 
pointmcnt, I mnde up my mind to go away and «eek 
death whcre thero was fighting. Just at that timo the 
company of the Duke of San >iicnndro wa» passing on 
thcir march to Rome to join the Duke of Cahibria, and 
I mnde my arrangcmcnts to go with thcm. So, witliout 
tclling hcr of my plans, I tricnl my luck once more, but 
»hc hcld out in the snme manner. I was then obliged to 
bclicvc that what I fancicd was love on her part was only 
a dream of my imagination. I made up my mind alto- 
gcthcr ; — it was in the evening, the Duke*s comimny had 
haltcd in the city, and were to marcii the following morn- 
ing ; — I made cvcry arrangement to be on my borse nòxt 
day. As usuai, I went to spend the evening with Gi- 
ncvra's fathcr; we thrce only were there, and sat playing 
at a Uible ; and whcn the fìt moment arrived I informed 
him that I had matle every arrangement to leave on the 
morrow ; that^ bcing tired of that idle lifc, I wii^hed to 
take part in the wnrs, and bcgged of him to allow me 
to go. While the Count was praising my rcsolution, I 
kept a corner of my eye on Ginevra, to see how sh'e 
would rcccive the information, having stili some hope in 
my hcart. Think how I fdt when I saw the color of hcr 
face to change, and her cjcs rcddcn 1 Sho shot towanis 
me n stcalthy look which spoke a deal to me. I felt some 
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doobt M to finng up tho march, but I Icncw tliat I coald 
not do so with honor ; and I wu oblìgnl, junt wbcn I fclt 
mjaàf to be Uie most oontented and tbe bappìcst mortai, 
to cany oat my unlucky rcsolulkui ; bence oli my mù- 
Ibrtnoeb 

* Woukl to heftren I had dropped dead wbea I first 
pat m>r toot in the «timip I it wonld bave bccn far lesa 
«v3 fbr both of ub 

" I went to Itomo, crcr cuning mjr fate, and I just 
azTÌTed wben King Charles cntcrcd at one gote, and our 
men wera bcating a retreat at a furìous rate ihrougìi tho 
Other. A kw light dunnubes took placo, and I advanced 
M hr in tbe midtt t^ some Swiu, Ihat I was Icft for dead, 
witb two dcep woundi infliclcd on my licad wiUi spon- 
toon*. I lay HI of tltose wounds for a long tìnic. 

** I hod reccivcd those wounda ncnr Vcllctrì ; I was 
carrìed into town, and tbero I remaiiicd two monilis with- 
oat erer hearing of Ginevra or of licr fiitlicr, and onljr 
from lime lo timc vciy sad rcportd of ilio stnte of tlui 
kingdom rcached us, aìvrays willi ailditiona mode hj tho 
people of the boiue lo malco ihcm appcar worw), and 
witb M much of tbcir own invenliona nddcd lo tlicm, tliat 
I could leam oothing wilh anjr dcgrce of ccrtainty. 

" Dut at last I bcgan lo recovcr, and, anxioua to gct 
oat of IO much miscry, one moming I mounlcd borse, and 
rodo to Rome. Everjlhìng vcas in nn uproar of con- 
fiision (bere. Pope Alexander had not sliotvn vcry grcat 
fnendéhip to tbe King on bis pas»iige. lliit tlio afTiiirs of 
tbe kingdom were almo^t ruincd, and an nìlituicu bniwcon 
Uoro and tbe Vcnetìons bcing on tbo tapi», tlio Frcncli 
would GOOMquently bc forccd to rctrace tbcir stepa ; 
benca he wu veiy much alarmcd, and slrengtlicncd 
Boom «nd the culle in tbe bovi way be oould. Aa loon 
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ns I alighted I wcnt to pay roy rcspects to Monseigneur 
Cn|)coe, w1k> rcccived me with great kindncssi and woald 
by no means allow me to remain in a public house. 

** Meantimo the tumuli in Rome was on the increase, 
the King's vanguard, composed of the Swiss, was shortly 
expcctcd, and the citizens were exceedingly afinghted, 
anxiously looking afler their own safety. 

^At last the army appeared. Alexander and Duke 
Valentino had fled to Orvieta The French troops were 
quartcred partly in the city and partly on the Proti ; * 
they behaved exceedingly well towards the dtizens, so 
that ali bcgan to feci rcassured. Afler a few days the 
King startcd for Tuscany ; but stili some of bis leaders 
kcpt passing through Rome at intenrals, avoiding thereby 
diifìculty in obtaining provisions. Fears had almost 
ccascd, and businass was going on as usuai. As I had 
no pcacc in thinking of Ginevra, as soon as I could do it 
with deccncy, I look leavc of Monseigncur Capece to ro> 
tuni home, that I might obtain some reliable Information ; 
bccause even to that hour I had never mct a person who 
kncw aught of hcr. 

** So one morning I startcd bcfore daybreak, with the 
intcntion of rìding to Citerna beforo night, and from Via 
Julia, whero Monscigncur livcd, I entered Piazza Farnese, 
taking the way to San Giovanni's gate. At the Coliseum 
I met a sr^uad of Frcnchmcn with baggage ; and as I 
carne ncarer to thcm, I saw that they were carrying a 
littcr with one of their captains on it; he seemed to 
be in a bad plight, as the bandage around the temples 
showcd clearly that he must liave received a wound in 
the head. Afler tuming the bone one side to kecp out 

* A lAf^go tract of meadow land near Caatla Sant* Angelo, and bo* 
iwoon tho Tibor and Monto Mario. 



68 ETTORE nERA>IOSCA. 

of their waj, I reined in to look nt the man, nnd wns 
staitled by a piercing ciy, whcn, looking in the direction 
of ity I «aw Ginevra on liorseback, riding with the pnrty 
'on the otber «de. But, oh 6od 1 liow clianged shc wns ! 
It was a wonder I did not fidi ; roy henrt fclt ns if it 
might Irarst under the cuirass. Stili, having some mis- 
givings as to the real state of affaira, I fcigncd to go on 
mj waj, Iwit after a while I wheeled around, and ncvcr 
lonng sight of them, I followed the tmin to thcir qunrtcrs, 
with the worst fcars in my own mind. 

^ Tou can well imngine I did not dare to makc my np- 

pearance at Monfeigncur^s liou^e, who, by thnt timo, must 

think I was many miles off, and much Icss I darcfl to ap- 

pear before Ginevra, Icst I should hear from hor what I 

ooald never bear to listen to ; nnd yct, in my anxicty to 

dear up matters, I did not know wliat to do. Bome by 

the borse, who was stili bent on going back to the stablcH 

of Monseigneur, I found myself in Banchi by the Chia- 

Tica, and near the sliop of one Frnnciotto delia Barca, so 

called from bis tradc, which was to transship mcrcliandise 

from Ostia to Ripa Grande. Ile wns an intimate friend 

of mine, and he advanced to mect me. I dismountcd, 

and liaving led him aside, I told him that for some pnr^ 

ticular reason I had tnken Icave of Monseigncur, nnd it 

was necessary I should keep in the dark; at this he 

ofiered me a cottage he had in Borgo, and carricd me 

tbere immedintely. Hien- I made up my mind to teli 

htm that I had scen a damscl, with whose fumily I waa 

wcdl aoquainted, in company with a party of the Frcnch ; 

and tliat I was anxious to know liow she had fallcn into 

iheir bands, in order to fly to ber rescue, if neccsiMiry ; 

and after having pointed to him the place whero she ha«l 

ali^ted, I begged of him to try to speak to some of the 
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menials, and to arrange mattcrs so tliat, without bcing 
discovcrcd, I migiit obtain some infonnation, ile was a 
cunning fcllow, and wcU kncw how to oomply with my 
l'cqucsjt. Aflcr sundown he carne for me, and brouglit 
me to a tavcrn, whcre we found a derk of bis, viho bad 
alread/ enticcd onc of tbc squires of Uiat French baron, 
and plcdging bim frccly in tlic cup, be made bim teli tbe 
Btory, and wo arrived tbcre just in Urne to liear ita par- 
ticukirs. 

** Franciotto vcry easily made bim revcal wliat I would 
never bave wisbed to bear. Ile said, tliat as they ap- 
proflcbed Capua, tbey mct witb a desperate resistance ; 
bad to storm tbe place, wbicb was alroost entirely sacked ; 
bis Master Claudio Graiaiio d*Asti (tbLs, be said, was bis 
nume) cntcrcd the house of the Count of Monreale witb 
a band of soldicrs ; the Count bad becn wounded in the 
assault, bad bcen carried home, and oould not defcnd bim- 
self nny further; Graiano, on entering the side man's 
chamber, was mct by In's daughtcr, who on ber knees 
plcadcd for lier fiithcr and for berso) f. Gniinno looked 
diurlish, and rather bent on evil ; but tbe Count, rising on 
bis elbow as well as he oould, said to bim : ' Take to your* 
self who tn ver I bave in tbis world, and take tbis daugbter 
of mine for your wife ; but protect ber lionor against tbe 
hands of tlieso men.' And Ginevra, fearing for tbe life 
of ber father and for herself, oould offer no resistance. 
Two days aAer tbe Count died. 

^ I bit my bands, tbinking that bad I been there, sho 
would not pcrhaps bave fallen in tliat ribald's banda ; but 
therc was no bdp. I lefl tbe place, and wandered about 
the city the wbole night like a madman ; and more than 
once I was about to put an end to my life. It was ooly 
the mercy of God tbat kept me ffx>m doing so. The 
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grìef, the ilottering of the heart, were such that my words 
ooiild noi ^we even a faint idea of my sufferìngs, and I 
felt such oppressive sensations in the chcst tliat I thouglit 
I shoaU be chokcd ; and anable to endure a lifc so pain- 
fiil and so harrassed, I had the strangest thoughts and 
fermed the most insane resoluUons in the world. At 
times I resolved to kili the husband, — then to meet dcath 
in some extraordinary way so that Ginevra might know 
that I had come to tliat for her sake ; and I felt a relief 
in the idea that it would pain her; and while passing 
iroai one exciting idea to another I felt as if I were los- 
ing my mind. I went on in tliis way for scveral days, 
unto one evening I resolved to try my fortune. Muflled in 
my eape, disguised as much as I could, and witli the Hòod 
drawn over my eyes, I went to the door of her house and 
knocked. A servnnt-maid appearcd at the window and 
asked wliom I wished to see. ' Say to the lady,' I answer- 
edy * that a gentleman just arrived from Napics wishcs to 
^>eak to her ; he lias news from her fomily.' — I was let 
in, and led to a small room in the lower story, wherc a . 
veij fiùnt light flickered from a small lamp. I wus in 
soch a state, that for awhiie I felt as if I were at the 
entranee of heaven, and tlicn as if I were at tlie vcry 
gates of hell ; and the inward struggle was so violcnt, that 
I felt faint, and sanie into a cliair. I was kcpt wait- 
ing only a few minutes, which appeared tot me like ages. 
When I heard the tread of Ginevra's feet eoming down 
atairs, and the rustling of her gown, it seemed as if my 
Tital spirita ibrsook me. She entered and remained at a 
little distanee, looking at me ; and, can you believe it, I 
remained there rìvetted to the spot I could not speak, 
noi eren make a sign ; but as soon as she had recognized 
ahe uttered a 07 and fell senseless on the floor. Her 
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cry and full brought mo to mj scnses ; I Hflcd her up, and 
endciivorcd to assist ber in tbe best manncr I oould, frìght- 
cncd as I was at the dangcr of tlie situation, and greatly 
alanncd Icst I shouid be found thero alone. I sprìnkied 
ber face witb water from a cooling vase near bj. But I 
believe tbe scalding tears wbich fcU from mj eyes and 
covercd ber clìceks liad more virtue tlian tbe water, and 
recalled ber to consciousncss. I could do notbing else 
but take ber band and impress on it a kiss so fcrvid tbat 
I fclt as if I would givo my veiy soul for ber deliveranoe. 
We remained tbus for a few minutes ; at last, trembling 
ali over, sbe said : ' Ettore, if tbou knewest ali my sor- 
rows I . • •' 

^ ' I know thcm, alas 1 1 know ali ; but I ask for no otber 
prìvilego tban thiit of seeing tbce occasionally wbile tbis 
life of mine will last' 

^ In tbat moment a noise was hcard as if of some per- 
son moving over our bcads ; my blood rnn cold in my 
veins for tbe fcar of being found tberc, nnd of bccoming 
a souroe of new sorrows to ber. I took leave of ber, not 
so mucb by word.s as by the vcry act of departing, bur- 
rìcd away from tbe room, and lofi tbe house Icss sad and 
witli some feclings of bope. 

** Mcantime ber husband was stili suffering from bis 
wound, and be wns daily visited by many of tbe Frcnch 
gentlemen and preUitcs. In spite of tbe intense inward 
sufferings betrayed in Ginevra^ features, tbere was so 
mucb ezpression and sentiment in ber admirablo counte- 
nance, wbich wns alwnys very handsome, that, tintcd as it 
now was witb a languid paleness, it was impossible to look 
at ber and not be impressed by it Her youth, ber man- 
nersi and angelic features were mucb admirod by these 
odUemen and bad beoome the general Copie of their con- 
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▼enatioii, eo that cven Valentino licard of iL Stningc ru- 
mors were afioat about the Duke in Rome at tliat timc 
Scarcely one month liad elap^ed sincc his brothcr, tlie Duke 
of Caodia, had bcen murdered at night in the Street», and 
Iie was cbarged with the dced ; then of a sudden he thrcw 
tbo puq»le asido and took up the profession of arms en- 
tirclj ; and tlie general aceounts of his life wcre so cxtmv- 
agant, tliat pcople did not know wliat to think of hini. 
I at onee began to fear lest the man sliould put his eyes 
oo Ginevra. Unfortunately, I hcard many dÌ4res[>cctful 
expr&»ions among the populnce, whicli my grcat rever- 
enee for her mude me feel kecnly at hcart, but I was 
ibrcvd to keep down my resentment, lest I should reveul 
my eondition. 

** Under some pretcxt or othcr, I had, by tliis timc, gnined 
admissioo to her liome, and liad bcen introduced to that 
kutiband of hors ; and ultliough it was a sore trial to i«eo 
him, stili I would bave suffercd that and a hundradfuld 
moro for tlie prìvilegc of sccing ber from timc to timc 
Ilowever, except in that first Intervicw of ours in the 
garden, I never 8|)oke to her of my aifcction. I kncw 
her too well, and I knew that I should liave wasted my 
breath. 

^ Tliifl Graiano d*Asti was of that sort of mcn whom 
you mcct by tlic doxcn at every corner of the strcets, 
ncither bandsome nor ugly, good or Imd; an cxcclicnt 
floldicry it is true ; but he would liave served the Turk 
provided he gave him tlio best pay. Ginevra's wcalth 
bad made him very rich ; and he set on her the same 
valile be would oa a farm, namely, at the rate of the 
incooie. 

* Uany wecks bad rolled by, I could see Ginevra at 
mi^ beoause ber huabaad bad not tbo least suspicioii of 
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me. Ile yrns sufìcring vcry much from his woonds, which 
it took long to beai, and not having much pracUce in loTO 
afiairs, he had vcry dilTerent thoughts in his head ; hence 
I was in her conijìany more than before. 

^ Meantime Valentino, busy in levying troops previous 
to bis descent upon Romagna, made offers to Graiano 
d*Asti, wbo bad by tbid timo rccovered so far as to he 
able to ho on a saddle ngain. I was informed of the 
Dukc*s proposai to Grninno, and tbey carne to terms at 
once. Tbey ngrced u[)on a squad of twcnty-five lances, 
and Ginevni*s busband tbougbt he liad the best of .tho 
bargain. 

^ One evcnìng the Duke carne to Graiano*s to sign the 
contract, and tbey liad a little supper, with the company 
of scveral Frcncb prelatcs, and some lances, out of ser- 
vice, intcnding to take pay under bim wbo at tbat lime 
was willing to biro anybody. 

^ I bad some tbougbts of enrolling in order to follow 6i- 
nevra*s fortuncs witb tbose of Graiano, stili I cannot say 
bow it bnppencd tbat I took no stcps in the mattcr, and I 
did not even go to the house tbat cvcning. I went wan- 
dering tbrougb tbe most solitary placcs of the city, it 
being already late at night, witb my mind a prey to tho 
most distracting su.spicions, neither oould I get rid of cer- 
tain presentimcntH, tbe most unaccountable I evcr bad. 
For many days past I bad noticed Ginevra looking worse 
than usuai, and now and then it scemed to me as if thero 
was a cloud on ber brow, a mystery which she endeavored 
to keep buried in ber beart. I lived tluit night out, God 
only Jcnows in wliat torments. But listcn, now, and 
judgo for tliyself whctber tho beart docs not sometimet 
foretell events in truth. 

^Next day I go to her liouse towards evening. As I 
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appitMidi the door, I liear aa unosual busUe inside ; a 
monk from Araceli, wlio had becn ministering to her, ìs 
eoraing oot, precedcd hy a light. I rush into the liousc — 
a oold penpiration scizes mei — and the mnid says, 
'lly ladjr is in her hist momento.' 

''On the eTening previous, she had sr/ooncd aAcr sup- 
per, hai they did net feel mudi alnrmcd about it. Sho 
was hud down on the bcd, was wnipped in warm clothcs, 
and becoroing more eagj she remained so until momìng. 
The son was already high, and she liad not rooved. One 
Uaestro Jacopo da Montebuono, who dabblcd in medicine, 
was thcn eallcd in, and he found hcr almost stiff with cold. 
Thal wrctdi, instead of liaving rccourse to the most pow- 
diul remedies, only gavc an opinion at random, cnjoining 
that she should he kcpt very quict. But rctuming at a 
late bear, he was frightened, and crying that sho was past 
aU hopcs, hurrìcd a messenger after a prìcst, and without 
Imowing liow to hcip hcr and conquer tliat incxplicablo 
acknesB, short!/ after the Ave Marioj the doctor himsclf 
inibnDed the distrcssed fumily that she was dead." 

Here thej carne in sight of the Frcncli camp, and Et- 
tore was foroed to intcrrupt the narrative. The herald 
adranced winding bis trumpct, and was mct hy u man on 
honeback asking what was the objcct of bis crrand. 

As he bccame acquainted with the motivo of thcir jour- 
nejTf he reported to tlie ofllccr on guard, who, in liis turn, 
as he saw Gonzalo's Icttcr to the Duke of Nemours who 
commanded the troops, ordcred Brancaleone and Ficrn- 
mosea to bali there, until leave had bcen obtaincd from 
the Doke ibr their cntering tlie camp. 

He offered them a hot which served for shcltcr to the 
guarda of the post; but our two friends, Icaming Uint tlie 
captaia'a kdgings were at some distance yeti dctcrmincd 
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to stop whcro thcj were, until tho messenger hod rcturned 
with an answer. 

Ncar b/, under a dump of oaks, was a frcsh green 
swanl, whicli, protected bj the bougbs of the trees, 
afforded a dclicious rcsting-pUice in those buming hours 
of neon. Tho two warriors repaircd to that spot ; and 
having tied the herpes to the trces, they unhdmeted thdr 
lieads and sat down near eaeh other, leaning their should- 
ers against the trunks. A light breexe eooled their brows, 
so ono rcsumed his narrativo with more spirit, and the 
other listcned with even heightened curiosity. 



CHAPTER V. 

FiERÀifOSCA continued liis stoiy in dieso words: 
lo6t Gincvroy I fclt as if it wcro ali over witli 
I kft Chat house with mj eyes so stupeficd that I 
coqU noi shed a tear ; and in fact, but for that wliich 
look place afterwards I oouid not now teli whithcr I went 
and what became of me in those first moments. I roamcd 
like a mad man, feeling like onc who is dcalt a two- 
handed blow from a spiked club on the hclmct, — a whiz- 
BDg in the cars at first, af\cr which everything scems to 
gfm round. Thus uneonscious of what had happcncd, I 
passed the bridge (Ginevra*s house wus ncar Torre di 
Kooa), and taking the way up Borgo I went to San 
Pietrosi piazza. 

^ That most faithful friend of mine, Franciotto, liaving 
heard in part of mj misfortune, went out to look for me, 
and found me on the stones ncar ono of the columns ; 
liow it happened to me to be tlicre I couid not say. I fclt 
two armSy which, lifting me up by the shoulders, mndo 
me ni up. I started then and saw him by my side. Ile 
began to comfort me with words full of afiection, and then 
I began by degrees to reoovcr consciousness. Ile hel[)ed 
me up» and with much labor Icd me home, where ho 
midressed me, and put me to bed, and sat at the head 
of ity witbout annoying me with words of comfort which 
iNMid bare beèn entirely out of placo. 
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"Wo «pcnt iliai night wiiliout a word on cìilicr side. 
I wa* scizcd witli a violcnt fover wliicli at limea modo 
me quUc delirious; and my excitcd imnginatìon mndc me 
fcel ai if a Hugo figure clotlicd in hcavy imuor vroro 
hearing oli its wcìght on my breost, and squectlng (be 
hrcath oui of me. 

" At Inat a ilcwd of icars cnmo to the rclicf of aflliclod 
nature. Tlic clock frani (Ite casllc soundcd iho hourof tcn, 
and llie first dawn pccpcd tliroogli tlic fissures of ihc Win- 
dows, lliingiiig on ilio ivall over my head was my sword, 
and twiilcd around it the blue scarf whidi Ginevra had 
givcn me tnnny ycar$ ago. The eiglit of it, acting liko tho 
shnll from a bo%v, opcncd an avenuo to niy (cara, wlilch 
bcgan lo ììovr in torrcnt.', nnd my fcclings being ihus 
rcliovcd, iny lifc was eparcd. I wcpt for a wbolc hour 
wilhout cvcr cc.-ising, and I felt as if I vtm Uom ngain, 
and I oouid li^tcn lo ollicm and talk. Assialcd by good 
FrancioLto, I passcd the day, and lowards night I resolvcd 

lo gCt U]). 

* Aa I was fasi recovcring, I revoUed ìn my minJ wliat 
H-oa to bc dono ìn so gri-at a mi^foriunc; bcing in tomi 
dcspair of cver bcing ablc to live ony Igngcr, and rcllcel- 
ing tliat if I nilowc-d my gricf to wcar me oul tUus by 
dogrce», liow intoìcmblc llint kiiid of dcath would 1>G, 
I rceolvcd to die lliol moment, lliat I might fly al\cr tbat 
blcucd Epirìl. And aa I liad come lo tiiat conclusìon I 
vcrj fooliìhly tliought I liad made a grcat gtun, and felt 
moro at ca&c. 

" Fmnciotlo had ncver Icfl me since Ilio prcvioiw cven- 
ing, but tlinn he wcnt out Io ice afìcr Gomc business In 
tho shi|i, and [iromiscd lo bc back in a few moments. 
lAying my Iinnd on iho mpier— (hia identica] ono jou 
soe at my side — I Ihouglit to coosummate tho dced oa 
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tbe spot. But then rcmembcrìng lluit Ginevra was to 
be burìed ibat some cvcnìng, I wiglicd to tea licr once 
mora. Theo ihrowing mj clothu around ma in a liurrjr, 
■nd girdÌDg oa tbe etronl, nnd takìng willi mo tlio bluo 
•eaif, tbe ooly good tbat wu lefl to roe, I went ouC 

"lui had paucd over tbe bridge, I mot tbe funcral. 
Tbs frion of tbe Regoia procccding in pairc^ and witli 
tbem nrcnd omocùiIìoim of brclLrcn «inging tbo mù- 
trere, cntercd Via Julia loworda Ponto Sialo; tiio bicr 
mu Goreicd witb a pali of biade volvct. 

" Beliove me, I did not fud ibc leoit frlglitcncd at lltat 
■igbt; «nd tbialùng tbnt, if not in lifc, wo sliouid bo 
togetber ut Icast oAcr dcoili, tlut wo vero tmvclling on 
tbo eamc journcj, nnd ibnt ono roon would sliortljr rc- 
oeiTfl botb of US, 1 foUowcd tbcn full of mcliincbol; Joy, 
witli mj tbouglits allogcthor in onotlicr world, williout 
knowmg wbilber I wot Icd. Ilaving pnsscd over Fonlo 
Sino ÌDlo Tnutevere, wa cnlcrod llie cburcb of Sanla 
Cedlia. 

"Tbo bier va* loìd down in ibe dtapd in wbidi ìa 
tbo tomb of tbe Bon of Santa Franecsca Romnniì. I 
kcpt on one «do, kaning ngninst a wall, wliilo tlio dl^^g]r 
wera performing tbe lost burìal scn'ìcc. The final 
Jtequieieat in pace wns lieard for tlic last lime. 

" AU wcnt awajr in dcep Bilencc, nnd I rcmaincd llicrc 
«looo abnont in darknCM, only ono lamp burnìng bcfore 
tbs abrioe of tlie JUodoano. I beoni nt a di«tancfl Ilio 
rabdaed iwìm and tbe tread of the pcople going homo. 
At tbat moment ono o'clock itnick, aod tbo Bacristan, 
walking np and down tbe oislo and shoking the buncb 
of ke7% wai about to leavc ibo diurdi. 

"Al be puBcd hj, he aaw me, and >aid,^'weBbut 
apt' — 'and I ain going to Btaj',' — was mj reply. Ho 
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looked at me, and with a motion liko onc who recognizes 
somcbodj, addcd : — 

^ < Art thou tlic Duke's man ? thou hast bccn too moch 
in a harry • • • • the door will be loft ^ar; and as 
thou art hcrc, I will go aboat mj business.' And sajr- 
ing no more, he Icft* 

^ I did not pay mudi attention to him ; stili those 
words mado me start, but could not cxactl/ define 
whcthcr he or I wcro drcaming, Wbat about the Duke? 
and the door ajar? What does the knave mean?— 
thcso wero the thouglits of my mind. 
« ** Stili Tcry far from tlio rcal state of things, and not 
fit to rcason much in tliose moments, I soon fcll back on 
my formcr rcsolution, and aAer a short interrai (ali was 
stili around) I approached the bier with the sadness of 
death in my frame. 

*^ Having removcd the pali that covcrcd it, and draw- 
ing my raplcr which was stout and sharp, I bcgan to prj 
open the oofTin ; it oost me a deal of labor to raise the 
hcads of the nails with the help of that only tool I had ; 
stili I workcd so persevcringly that I succeeded in rais- 
ing the lid. 

^TIiAt liandsome body drcssed in tlie wliitest lincns 
i^'os wrapt in a shroud. Beforo I died I wbhcd to seo 
that angel's face once more. I knclt, and by dcgrees 
I roiscd tlie veils which scemcd to deny that comfort to 
me. Having removcd the last bandage, I saw GKnevra's 
countenance; it looked like a statue of wax. Trem- 
bling ali over I placed my face near her*Sy and, almost 
by stealth, feeling as if I were doing something wrong, I 
could not hcip kissing her lips. Thero was a quiver on 
those lips. I almost died on the spot ' Can thy mercy/ 
I said, < Almighty God, go so far 1 ' And I put my 
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bandi to her wrists. Hio beating of my hcart almost 
look the breath from me. Tlie pube gave signs of lifc 
Ginerra was alive I 

^ Bot just imagine how frìghtencd I was finding my- 
aelf alone there in those circumstancoii. If sho corocs 
to^ I tboughty and finds hereclf in this place, the frìght 
wfll be enough to kill hcn I did not know how to act, 
and I was almo«t frantic. With open arma I tunicd 
towardfl tlie Madonna, and prayed, — 

** ' 0, trae mother of God I grnnt me only to save her, 
and I swear to thce, before thy own Divine Son, thnt my 
thougfats are bent only on good purposcs.' 

^ And I plcdged my own hcart in a solcmn vow, that 
I would nevcr ask of hcr nught that would bc dishonoi^ 
able, if I eould succecd in eaving hcr ; and I vowcd to 
banish totally and forevcr from my mind any thought of 
potting hcr husband to dcath, a rcsolution which I had 
Ibr a long timc entertaincd, dctcrroincd to carry it out 
aome timo or othcr. 

^ The compassionate hclp of God did not fail to rcspond 
to a prayer that came so truly from the hcart. 

''My Franck>tto who, as I havc said, liad gonc out, 
eaw me, on bis return, taking the wny to the bridge, and 
jndging the trath in part, and fcaring, as ho told me 
afterward^ lesi I should tnke some rash rcsolution, he 
had fellowed me. But bcing full of discrction, he al- 
wayi guarded against speaking to me or annoying me 
in soch moments, well knowing that I did not nccd 
advice, bot help at the propcr moment. Ile cntcrcd the 
diurch with the rest, and he had ensconccd himself in a 
dark corner ; and he has rcpeatedly told me since that, 
when he saw me laiying my hands on the rapier, he was 
itt the ad of falliàg upon me, and kept on the wing, that 
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ho shouid not bc too late ; bui whcn he saw that I was 
onìy cndcavorìng to open the coflln, ho held back, and 
only at this moment, as he saw the ncccssity of it, ho 
madc himsclf known. I hcnrd the tramp of hÌ8 fcet, as 
I had uttercd my praycr ; I turned around and saw him 
at my side. As I was on my knccs, even so I embraced 
his knees, as of one who carne to resterò two lives at 
once, and as of an angel come from heaven to my re>«- 
cuc. Thcn arising, I bogan to reflect how we might 
witli tiie most case carry the woman quictly thence. At 
last we took tlie vclvct pali which had covcrcd the bier, 
and havhig tumcd it inside out, so Uiat in case she carne 
to hcr scnses she mìght not know in what lugubrìous 
clothes she was lying, and arranging the winding shccts 
and bandagcs in such a manncr as to make the best oouch 
possible, vcry carcfully we raiscd Iter from the bier, and 
vcry softly luid hcr on tliose folds. 

<'Thc unfurtunate Ginevra had not opcncd hcr cycs, 
only broken sighs issued from hcr bosom. Franciotto 
wont to fumblo in some closcts, and fortunatcly found the 
cructs uscd for mass, and placing the narrow bcak at hcr 
lips succccdcd to make hcr swallow some drops of wino 
and so comfort hcr; but vcry little was givcn to hcr, and 
only wilh u vicw to hclp hcr strcngth, as we did not \insh 
hcr to rctuni to hcrsdf in such a place. Tlien, I at the 
hcixù nnd Franciotto at the fect, we took the two extremi- 
ties of the cloth, with the greatcst care, liftcd hcr up, and 
without any accident, as our Bicsscd Lady was with us, 
carried hcr out of the church, and through San Michele 
we rcachcd Ripa, whcro the boats are moored. Witli 
the rcst thcre was one bclonging to Franciotto. At that 
moment we dld not know where to find a better place and 
more protected. We put Ginevra on board of it; and 

4» 
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with the bdp of two or tlirce men wbo guardcd the 
baricy having made ap a bcd in the cabìn as well as wo 
ooaldyl sai by her while Franciotto ran for a physician, a 
friend of hi8| a good man and trustj, that ho might corno 
to assist and bleed her if nccessary. 

** He liad to pass bj Santa Cecilia. As ho arrived ai 
tlie churdi he saw a squad of armcd mcn who had halted 
before the cntrancc, and at first he took them to be the 
patroL Ile endcavorcd to go as ncar thcm as pos^ible, 
keeping dose to tlio wall, until he succecded in hiding 
himself in a favorable position ncar them, and saw that it 
was not the patrol afìcr ali. Thcj wcro alK>ut thirty mcn, 
haTing partly pikes and partly long swords, for two hands. 
At some distance he saw a httcr carried by two mcn. 
And he who appcarcd to bc the leader kcpt nn nnxious 
kx)k towards the churcli, mufliod in a cloak and impa- 
tientlj duinging bis position from ono foot to anolher. 
By and by two, who looked likc mcninls, carne out of the 
charch, and approaching him, one said : * ICccellonza, the 
coffin is pricd open, and cmpty.' 

''Thcre was great power in the wonld ; and Ilis Kxccl- 
len^, unfolding bis mnnllc at once, with a luntcm ho 
beld under it, lodged such a blow on the incsseiigcr's head 
as to scnd him sprawling on bis back; and the othcr 
knave, had he not taken to bis hccLs would bave got tlto 
wone, as that man had bis band alrcady on the hilt of 
the sword. Ile stormcd a grcat deal, but at lartt be had 
to Icave in bitter disappointroent. 

** Franek>tto had espied in the crowd a man with cape 
and mantle dressed in a lawyer*s garb, and by the liglit 
of theur lantems he knew him to be that great ruflmn 
Jiaster Jacopo da Montebuooo. The presence of sudi a 
man and in su<^ drcumstances gave rise to dark sus- 
pidoM in Franciotto*s mind. 
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^Afl tho squad movcd on its way ho foUowcd at 
6omo distancCy and instcad of going after a doctor he 
made soxno design on said Maestro Jacopo. Ile only 
feared that he miglit request some of tiie soldiers to 
escori liim to liis house. But, as it pleascd God, when 
thcy had rcachcd Ponte Sisto, as ho lived at tho head of 
the Via Longnra, lie parted companj with thcm and 
took the shortcst way home, while the soldiers went over 
the bridge. Frnnciotto overtook him under tho archi 
and having assured liim that thero was notliing to fcar, 
he beggcd of him to go with him to Ripa Gronde, whero 
a young woman was struggling with death; and ho 
plcaded the causo so well, that at kst ho succceded in 
bringing liim along. 

'^As he entercd the cabin, he at once recognized 
Ginevra and myself, and he fclt that he liad fallcn in a 
trap. Franciotto took me aside, and related to me ali ho 
had sccn opposite Santa Cecilia, and what ho had heard, 
and I bogan to.com pare data and reflcct; at last tho 
bandage foli from my cycs, and I was cnabled to under- 
stand liow matters stood. I closed upon Master Jacopo ; 
I thrcatcned tho man, who, after ali, was tho grcatcst 
cowaixl in the world, and I made him reveal everything. 
Ile informcd me that, by order of Valentino, he liad, 
on the evening of the supper, given the wonuui somo 
medicatcd wine, which had thrown her in a stupor, and 
to help tho deccit, ho Irnd pronouneed her dead, so that 
the Duke might go, after sho had been carried to tho 
church, and carry her to his house. 

^ It sccmcd like a miraclo that a pUm so well ooncocted 
had been bafHed ; and think how I tliankod God from 
my heart. 

**Then I looked lifocstro Jacopo full in the face, and 
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told him: 'Hear me, Master Jacopo, I miglit lay you 
down dead with thLs rapicr of mine, bui I will sparo your 
^e OQ the onlj condition that this woman*8 lifc be savcd ; 
hcnoe set quicklj to work if you wish to return alivo to 
your people. Bui if jou over mcntion to a living soul 
how thia afiair has ended, I shall kill you like a dog, be 
sore of it.* 

^The frightened doctor promiscd cvcry thìng, and 
weot about bis worìc in good earncst ; tlicrcfore, with the 
advice of Franciotto, we looscncd the bark fix>m tlie 
moorìng^ and vre vrent down the rivcr to Maglinno, a few 
minutes after the clock had struck the liour of ftvc. 

* The good master nevcr brcathcd a word about tlie 
transactkm. 

^ Meanwliile Ginevra had bccn restorcd to hcrsclf; and 
having opened ber cycs, slie tumcd thcm around with an 
affrìghted look. For my pnrt, being now sure that sho 
was alive, and feeling ns if I had wrought a mi racle, 
knecling ai tlie head of licr boti, I wns ^louring thnnks to 
God from my heart. She liad bccn comfortably lodgcd 
in a little room of the kccpcr of the vincyard. 

^ After awhile, whilst I was liolding ono of ber band.-*, 
on whidi I pressed now my forehcad, and at timcs my lip-s 
the withdrew it, and parting my linir whicli fcll on my 
laee, she looked staringly nt me. At last ^he broke out 
in these words: 'Is it not tliee, Ettore, mine ? . • • But 
bow are we bere ? • • • This is not my room • . • I am 
in another bed. • • • Ohi Godi • • • what lias Imp* 
pened? • . ! 

''Ai this itooment Franciotto, who now and thcn carne 
to the door to see liow she was, made bis appcarancc 
Ginevra screamed, and throwing herself upon me ali in 
a tremor, said : ' Help, Ettore, there he is I there he is I 
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most lìoly Molhcr, Lcip me' I cndcAvorcd to quiet 
licr in the bcst roanncr I could, bui to no uso ; and Bhe 
appcarcd to l>c so rouch afraid of good Franciotto, that 
licr cycs lookcd as if actually starting from thcir sockcts. 

1 kncw the mistakcy and said to hcr, * Ginevra, bo quict ; 
it is not the Duke, but a niost dcar friend of mine, who 
loves you as much as lic does Iiimself.' 

^At thcsc Avords you Avould liave »oen hcr dismiss 
ali fcar, and tura towards Franciotto witli vcry pleas- 
ing manncrsy as if slio wished to offer amcnds. Ah ! 
liow in my heart I curscd tliat infamous villain ! 

*' Thcn Ginevra bcgan to bcg of me to explain to her 
liow slie hnd come lierc, and I to beg of hcr to bc, for the 
prescnt, satii^nod witli trusting in me ; to think only of her 
lieahh which nccded rest; and I said so much tliat I 
succccdcd in quioting hcr; and towards moming she took 
a rcstorative and slcpt. 

** But I Mlcpt not. I kncw too well that it was folly to 
hopc thnt she would remain with me, and tliat in spite of 
me and of hcrself, she would return to hcr husband as 
Foon a.s hcr stri*ng(h would allow hcr. Ilencc, I sent 
Franciotto to Rome in grcat basto to know how things 
stood thcrc, and wliat was tlio talk of the city about the 
adventurc of the night. 

"TowariU night he oame back, bringing news tliat 
Valentino had taken up the march with bis troops towards 
Romagna, and had taken Graiano and bis mcn-at-arms 
with hlm. It was not known ai what place ho would 
commcnce opcrations. 

** I told Ginevra of it, and informcd her ai last of ali 
that had occurrcd ; she was very much troubled in her 
mind, and did not know what to resolve. I laid before 
her at grcat Icngth the reasons why sho ought not to 
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think of rcturning to Home, whcre Valentino miglit vcry 
easilj find ber out and roend the mii*hap6 of the former 
attempi ; thot ber busbnnd, wrnpped up os he vros in the 
conduci of the war, and a creature of tlie Duke, could 
acaroelj bc of aiiy protection to lier, hnd he even wislicd it ; 
and dien bow could sbe trace liim out ? I bcsought licr, 
witb the warmest affcction, that she would not go ngainst 
'tbe almost pkin will of God, wlio, tlirough ways so ex- 
traordinaiy bad brought ber away, and hnd ransomed 
her from a situation surrounded by so many snares and 
dangers ; that slic ouglit to reflect tliat Icaving the place, 
in consequence of ber supposed death, we miglit, without 
any sospidon, go wlierc she might ai least wait free and 
tninquil to sce bow her fortunes and ber ]iusbnnd*s 
woald tum ; and witb a warmer senso of faith, I addcd 
tbcse word-s full of determination, — 

*** Ginevra! I swear to our Blcsscd Lady that thou 
ahali remnin ìvith me, ns tliou wert under the protection 
of tliy mother.' Frnnciotto also carne to my aid ; so mudi 
80^ that Ginevra at last, after mnny sighs, and finding 
ii difficult to overoomo a certain remorse wliicb troubled 
her exceedingly, said to me : ' Ettore, tliou slialt be my 
guide ; ii bebooveth thee to show that lleaven, and none 
else, Imtli seni ilice to me/ 

'^Tbis resolution being formcd, I addres!$cd a few 
words more to the IMaster, witb my band on the rnpicr, 
and tlien I scnt bim to Home wilh Franciotlo, from whom 
I partcd witb inexpressiblo sorrow. AVe wcni on board 
a resse! witb tbe few tbings we bad witb U5, and Icav- 
ing Magliana, sailed down tbe river to O^tia, whencc wo 
ooasted ali the way to Gaeta. The kingdom was over- 
mn by the Frcnch, witb whom Valentino was allied, and 
I did noi feel safe until I was a tbousand miles away 
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from thcm. Ilcnco I modo the utmost hasto to leave 
tlìoso shorcsy bcing coreful, howcvcr, not to fatiguc Gi- 
nevra witli too mudi tmvclling ; and, os it plcosed Grod» 
one cvcning wo landcd safe and sound in Messinxu 
With a modt sincere and overfiowing hcart, I tlianked 
God tlmt he had Icd us out of so many dangers." 

As Ficramosca liad rcachcd this point of his histoiy, 
he perccived some mountcd mcn moving from tlie camp, 
and rìding towards them*; and he added :— 

**A grcat deal more ìa Icfl to teli thee ; those fellows 
are coming, and I have not the time. But to conclude ; 
we tarricd vcry ncar two ycars in Messina* Ginevra 
took hcr lodgings in a convcnt, and I, who passed fbr her 
brolhor, viditcd hcr oftcn. 

'^\t that timo the war hctwecn the Frcnch and the 
Spaniards broke out. AAcr ali, I fclt ashamcd of a life 
ìvhich sccmed to me so unworthy of a soldicr and of an 
Italian. 

*' Uound as I was by the vow plcdged at Santa Cecilia, 
I could not expect that our aflfcctions would mcet a vir- 
tuous end. 

**A1I luily was in a blnze of wnr; the Frcnch ap- 
pcarcd to be the stronger of the two parties ; and aside 
from my love for my country which impcllcd me to fight 
the most dangcrous foc, I had an old grudge ngainst tho 
Frcnch for their many act) of insolcnce. IMoreovcr, fo 
be candid wìth thee, I imagincd there would bo more 
securìty for Ginevra under the pxx>tection of the S^xinish 
flag, whcre Valentino could not reach her. 

** Ginevra, high-minded as she was, approved of these 
reosons; and, notwithstanding her affection for me, she 
could not bear that I should bo lefl behind, when there 
was fighting for the good of Italy, and our minds were 
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nudo up firmi;. Signor Prospero wiu lavyìng troops Ibr 
Gonnlo; I wroto to him, and \ta» enrolled unilcr bis 
•tandard. 

" ^gnor Prospero woa Uicn quartcrwl at Manfredonia ; 
M we Icfl MesMim nnd croAScd the eco. Oa iho pas«igQ 
we mct with a most cxtraonlinaiy aJvcnlurc. 

" We bad cntcìvU Tanuilo; and, having rcslcd tlicrc, 
we lefì tbe harbor onc moniing to sai! on lo Manfredonìn. 
A dense fog, sudi ns gciicruUy vUìU tltosc watcrs In Alay, 
bung oTcr tlio seo, and our bark, vìlìt two lalocn «aiLi 
■nd Iwelre onrs, swiAly glidcd over tlio emootli watcra. 
At nooo wo «-ere ovcrtokcn bjr four gliips, wttliin .a mus- 
ket ahot, and no werc bailcd to licavc-lo. At first I 
thougbt lo run froin ihcm; nnd I could bave dono ìt, 
becauso we n-cra ut Ilio windwanl ; but then lliinking 
ihat wiib llicir arliUcrjr ilicy miglit do ut liarm, I 
tadied, and comjilicd. . 

"Tbey vero Venetiun vcsmsIs, coming from Cypnn, 
mai wcro carryìng Catarina Cnmaro, tbc riuccn o( thnt 
uland, lo Vcnicc Salisfiud ns to whom uc wcre, thcy 
did not onnoj us, and wo kcpt on our joume/ Atllowing 
oa tbcir tracie 

" Nìgbt luul alrcnd/ set in ; tiic fog liad becomo moro 
dcnsG^ and I Ucssed mj luck in meeting ibem, os we could 
•tccr after tbem witbout dangcr of midsìng our courM in 
■o mucb datkncu. 

"About midnrglit, GincTra wos nslccp, nnd only two 
■DCn wcra on tlio walcli, to man tlic EniU nnd stcer tlio 
veMcl; but cven the; fcU in a dozo now and then. I 
wiu sitting OD Ilio prow, glccplcu aiid musing. Around 
ingaed tlie profbundest atlUncss. I tiiougbt I beard tho 
tiamp oT lomo nicn's fcct on tbo upper deck of the 
qaeeo'B reiMl, whkdi wai 00I7 ot Ibo dUlanco of a bow* 
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shot from us ; I hcard thcm talking ia a 8ubducd tono of 
voice, but the words sounded full of excitemcnt and 
anger; I stnuned mj hearing, and distinctl/ heard a 
woman's voice mingling with theirs, and sho seemcd to 
appeal for mcrcy ; sobs and cries followedat interval», as 
if therc was an efTort made to 8tiflo thcm. At hist I 
heard a splash in the water likc of a body falling into the 
sea. Ilaving m/ doubts and fears aroused, I strained my 
cyesj and somcthing of a whito color appcarcd to mo 
afloat and struggling ; I plunged into the water, and with 
four strokes or so I swam to it, and grasping the hem of 
a dress, took hold of it with my teeth and swam back 
to our bark drawing a body afler me. My men had 
startcd at the noisc ; they hclped me on board and the 
person who was with me. It was a damsel drcssed only 
in night-clothesy her hands bound with a mcrciless rope, 
and she gave no sign of life. With some cffort at last ' 
she rcvived. Wo held back at some distanco from the 
Vcnctians, but they did not scem to mind us at ali. We 
took in the saiU and waited for daybrcak. With the 
rising of the sun the weather clearcd up, nnd wo rcached 
Manfredonia in a few hours ; therc I found Signor 
Prospero, and I lodged Ginevra with the rcst at the 
tavern. 

'^Now thou wouldst like to know who the rcscued 
damsel «%iis, but I cannot givo thee satisfaclion, becauso 
I do not know it myself. Sho could never be prcvailed 
upon by Ginevra or myself to givo any account of her 
adventurcs. She was bom in the East, and is a Saraccn, 
mo.st undoubtedly ; she is ono of the most correct and 
loyal women in the world ; at tho samo time she is fiercc 
and boldy fearless of blood or swords, and in the face of 
danger she is more of a man tluui a woman. From that 
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day to this abe has alwajs rcmained wHli Ginevra ; and 
I haTe induced tho Abbess of Sani* Orsola to rcceive 
tbem botb in ber monasteryi wbcrci owing to ita vicinityi 
(whfle tba war keeps us sbut up in Barletta,) I can tìsìì 
tbea oftcDa** 






CIIAPTER VI. 

The Frcnchmcn who wcrc to cscort the mcsscngcra to 
the camp hnd nrrivecl, and the two frìcnds arosCi unticd 
tlieir horses, and wcnt wilh the soldicrs. 

Thcy wcnt through long lìncs of tcnts and barraclui 
surveying as thcy advanccd tho manncrs of thosc who 
crowdcd on tlic paths to know the why and whcreforo of 
thcir coming; and liaving madc their way through a 
throng of soldicrs, tlicy carne upon a square cndoscd by 
pavilions arrangcd in a circlc, in the ccntrc of which 8tood 
that of the captain-gcncral. Alrcady the flowcr of the ca^ 
poraU of the army had gathcrcd togcthcr; the mcsscngcra 
alightcd, and wcre introduccd. Aflcr a courtcous but sliort 
grccting, two camp-stools wcre brought in, and thcy took 
thcir scats on thcm with their backs to the cntrancc. 

The tcnt was quadrangular, lincd with blue drapery 
omamcntcd with golden lilias and it was arrangcd in 
two square apartmcnts, of cqual dimcnsions, dividcd by 
^Icndcr columns of wood inlaid with blue and gold* At 
the upper end, covercd with a Icopard robe, was the 
bcd, and two big greyhounds wero lying aslecp under- 
ncath. At a short distancc, a stand upholding a foresi 
of vials, bninhcs, golden chains, and jewdr}*, surmountcd 
by a mirror of polygonal sbajK), set in a framo of 
chased gold, a clcar proof that the gentcel Duke did not 
disdain to pay attcntion to the cares of a totietie. It is 
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tmCy a dandj of our óajè wouid liave in vain lookcd for 
a botile of JEau de Cologne^ bui ho would bave found 
a good sobttltute fot it in two largo gilt vases, onc of 
whidi was labolled Eau de Citrehon^ and tho othui* 
JSau DorA. Armo» of diflfercnt fornis wero banging 
fiom tho oolumnsi rcsting upon hooks, lancc^, and pikc9, 
borìzontally siupendcd fram pilbir to pillar, arrangcd liko 
trophies. 

In the ocntre sat Louis d'Armagnac, Duke of Nemours, 
Vioeroy of Naplcs, ebosen b/ Louis XXL comniandcr-in- 
cfaief of that war. He was dressed witb a blue capo 
lined with sablc-skin, and bis noble countcnance bcamcd 
with jouth, boldncss, and knigbtly courtes/. D*Aubignì, 
Ivo d'Alegrc, Dayard, Mgr. de la Palicc, and Cbande- 
nier stood ai bis side, and ali around werc barons and 
Imights of minor grade, wbo formed a crowd in tlie midst 
of which Ettore and Drancalconc found tlicmsclve^. 

The second of ilio two knew bcttcr bow to bandlc a 
aword than to make a «pcccb, and so bc Icfl to Fiera- 
mosca the duty of cxplaining tbc nature of tbcir crrand. 

The yooth arose, and tuniing around wìib a rapid 
look, which flasbed wiili a boldness void of insolcnce, as 
it behoored sucb place, sudi bcarcrs, and tbc 8ubjcct of 
bis address, he told of La Molte*s insult, cxplnined tbc 
terms of tho cballengc, and to comply witb tbe usuai 
Ibnns, having unfolded tbe bricf, he loudly rcad tbc 
IbUowiog words:— 

Haut et fuissant Seigkbub Louis d'Armaonac 

DUO DB NkMOURS. 

AgatU oppriM que Gujf de La Mothe en prieence de 
JX Imigo Lopez de Affala a dii que lee getie ^armee 
Aoiemi pauvree gene de guerre ; eur quoif avee 
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voirt hon plaisir, wnts respondant qu^U a metcliammeni 
mentii et mmttra toutes fois et quant qu'il dira teUe ehoie. 
Et pour ecj detnandon$ quUl vota plaìse noui octroyer U 
ehamp à totUe oubrance pour nota e< lei noitreSf cantre lui 
et le» sietiSf à notnbre egal, dix cantre dtx. 

Die Vili Aprilis MDIIL 

Prospero Colonna. 

Fabritio Colonna.* 

AAer lio liad rcad tho bricf, he thrcw it down in tho 
midst of the assembly, at the fcct of tlic Duke ; and Bay- 
ard, having with tho speed of tho lightning unshcathed lus 
sword, pickcd it up with the point of ìL Ettore had mxule 
a httle pause in his speecli, and as he ivas at the point of 
concluding it, his attcntion was attractcd hy a well-pol- 
ishcd and brilliantly sliining shicld which hung before 
him, and rcflcctcd the imago of those who stood bohind 
his shouldf^rs. Ile pcrccivcd in it the imago of Graiano 
D*Asti. Thnt sight disconccrted liim ; and turning around, 
]ic saw thcre standing, iwo stcps from him, listcning with 
tlic rcst, the husbnnd of Ginevra. Such a disco very, so 
suddcn and unforcsccn, unncrvcd him, and almost disablcd 
him from giving to the oonclusion of his spcecli tliat point 
and strenj^lh \vhich it was his wish to impart to it. Tho.se 
wlio were not in tho secret of Eltore*s advcnturcS| attrib- 

* To tht high and power/ut Loitl Louis d^Armagnne^ Duke 0/ Kemours : 

Wo liaro bccn infonncd thnt Guy do La ^lotho lios sald In presonc« 
of D. Inigo Lopoz do Ayala thnt tho Itolian mcn of war are poor tol- 
dicn on tho battlo-fiold ; to this, with your good pIcMure, wo do rcply 
tliat ho has Yillanou»1y Hod, and ho wiU Ho overy tuno, and as long as 
ho shall ropcat tho samo. And for thii purpose, wo roquoit that it bo 
your ploasure to grant us a freo camp for a trial of oursclvos and oan, 
against him and hìs, with oqual numbcrs, tcn on oach sido. 

PltOSrKO COLOXXA. 

Aprii 8th, 1603. Fadritio Coi»si]fA. 
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Qted this acddcnt to motives far differcnt from the trae 
ooefly thiu doing |;reat wrong to the honor of Ficramoeca. 
Some amongdt the Frcnch warriors even smilcd, and 
othen whispered in their neighbor's licaring, that tlicrc 
mia noi mach to fcar from such tvho sccmcd to fulter 
at the very namo of a fight The youth noticcd both 
the acta and the wordsy and felt hìs clicckd buraing with 
the firo of dudam ; but he rcassurcd his mind with the 
thoaght, ** Ict them tiy, and scc wlictlicr I fear." 

The Duko*s rcply was net wanting in citlicr wonls or 
arrogance, and the moro so tliat Iio also hnd bccn Icd 
from the chango of countcnanco to imputo timidity to tho 
Italian* 

The parlcj was over in a few niinutes, and the two 
messcngers wero accommodatcd witli rcfrcshmcnts for 
themselves and thcir horscs in tcnts ncar by. 

Graiano had also recognizcd Ficramosca ; and whcn 
theyhad Icfl the Dukc's quartcrs, he fullowcd hini. Ilo 
approached and salutcd him with that carck\ss and un- 
meaning countcnanco indicating onc who valucd the gifts 
of fortune moro than tho^e of vìrtuc ; 4io Imd known 
liim in a poor condition, and ho did not tliink lio hnd 
bcttcred himself much sinco thcy liad met. ** O I " f>aid 
he, ^ Sir John. • • • No, Sir I^Iatthcw. • • . The dcvil I 
I cannot rcmcmbcr it« . • . Wcll, it makes no difler- 
enee* And 80| those who do not dio 8co cncli otlicr 
again, chP 

** Just so,** answcrcd Ficramosca, who, in spi te of tho 
generosity of liis cliamctcr, oould not check a feeling of 
dÌ8appointment in secing a man wliom ho thouglit to ho 
in another world, stili living, and the just and rightful 
poMosaor of ber whom lio lovcd above bis lifc Ile 
manfolly strove to add something to that dry ^ just so,'' 
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biit to no use, and kcpt silent Graiono wa« not a man 
to undcrstand thcse half colors ; sccing tbat the oonTer- 
sation was likcly to drop thcre, he addcd : — 

^ And 60, what are we about ? Wo go for Spain, eh ? " 

Thcse qucstions, in the plural numbcr, sounded to 
Ettore ratlier too malapert ; and he answered : — 

^ Wliat are wo about ? You, I do not know. I am a 
lance in Signor Prospcro*8 service." 

''Eh! take care of tliat old saying," answered the 
Picdmontcso with a smile:— 



^ Ornili^ Cobmna, e Frangipaid 
liiiOioUmo oggi « paga» domata. 



•f 



(Orsini, Colonna, and Frangipani collcct to-daji and 
pay to-morrow.) 

Tliis motto was vcry common among the Italian sol- 
diers of fortune, and it arosc from the grcat pressure for 
money in which the barons of the Campagna Romagna 
oAcn found themscivcs, who, thereforc, wcre more eam- 
est in gctling what bclonged to othcrs, than the/ were 
prompt in paying thcir own soldicrs. 

Ficramosca at that moment was not in a mood to joke, 
and so he mndc no rcply. Ilowever, not to appear un- 
oourtcou3, he askcd him about bis lifcy and why he had 
Icft the Valentino. 

'^ ! ** Graiano answered, ^ because that man expects 
too mudi, and has too man/ iroiis in tlie fire; if the 
Pope bhould die to-day or to-morrow, everybody will 
pounce upon him, and will make him paj back both priu- 
cipal and interest. Wcll, the less said of that gentleman 
the bettcr. New, I am settlcd bere, and I am so well 
pleased that I would not change even with the Pope." 

During tliis dialogue, they liad reached the tent whero 
luncheon had been prcpared. When they liad finished a 
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liastj repasty and the cloth was rcroovcdy they were re- 
ddled before the Duke for oq answer. 

The replj wos, of counc, full of boldncss and bragado- 
Tho Frcnch wcro rcodj to fight ; thcj insistcd upon 
the number of ten incrcased to tliirtccn ; which 
nnmber was held as unlucky, and chosen to portcnd mis- 
lortune to the Italiana. 

A sealed Ictter for Gonzalo was givcn to the messcn- 
gen, and acoomiMinying it a list of the combatants chosen 
OH the port of the Frcncli. 

Being thus dismisscdi thej rctumcd to their toni to 
wait for thcir liorses. Meantimc, many flasks of wine 
were brought in and plodgcs were exchanged in com- 
pany with many knights, among whom was Bayard. 
Bayard rcqucstcd Fìcramosca to lei him sce the namcs. 
Ettore took the papcr from bis bosom, and gave it to 
bim; then ali pressed dosely around Bayard, and he read 
the following namcs : — - 

* Charles de Tourgcs. 
^ Marc de Frigncs. 

* Giraut de Fosscs. 

^ Martellin de Lambris. 
** Pierre de Liayc. 
^ Jacques do la Fontaine. 
^ Eliot de Baraut. 
** Jean de Landcs. 
** Saoct de Jaoct. 
^ Guy de b Mothe. 
'^ Jacques de Guignes. 
** Nante de la Fraise. 
« Cbuide Gngan d'Asti." 

* Chuidk) Graiano d'Asti I " exckimed Fieramosca, 
otoriog at the man in nmazement. 
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« Ycs, Claudio Graiono d'Asti," ho answcpcd. " Don't 
you think I am os big os tbo resi ? " 

*^ But teli mcy Messer Claudio, do you know wliy tliis 
challongc lias bccn sciit ? " 

•* Wliat ? am I dcaf ? to bc aure I know iL" 

<<AVell, tlicn you know that the Italiana liavo bccn 
brandcd as poltroons and traitors by thcse Frcnch, and 
for this wc are going to figlit. Now, teli me, from wliot 
placo do you liail ? " 

«* I ball from Asti." 

<^And is not Asti in Ficdmont? and is Ficdmont in 
Italy or Franco ? and will you, an Italian soldicr, fighi 
with the Frcnch against the honor of the Italiana ? " 

Fieramosca's cyes pparkled with firc as ho spoko thcao 
words. Ile wouid bave uscd stronger tcrms, but ho 
thought of the vow which prevented him from laying 
hands on thnt fellow. 

Gi*aiano, on the other band, wbose way of thinking 
was a thousand niiles npart from that of Ettore, could 
not undcrstand what ali thcse qucstions aimed at« Ilo 
undcrstood him at hist, and what he luul siiid np^Karcd 
to him as the most absurd thing in the world ; thereforc, 
as if he would not condcsccnd to givo a direct and scnsiblo 
answer, he turncd to bis comrado.s, and aaid with a smilc : 

^ O I bear him ; bear bis nonscn^e ! One might sup- 
pose it wa3 the fìrftt day he took a lance in bis band I I 
care not a fig for the Italians, Italy, and thoso wbo levo 
it ; I servo those wbo p«iy me, so I do. Don*t you know, 
my dcvcr boy, that a soh1icr*s country is that tVom whidi 
ho receives bis pay ? " 

^ My namo is not clevtr hay ; my namo is Ettore Fiera- 
mosca," answcred Ettore, wbo could not contain ' bim- 
self luiy more ; *' and I know nothing of tbeso poltroon 

6 
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Ulta of joure. And ìf it wos not " . . . iukI licra 
lù* hand involuntorily rnn to tlic sword, but Iio wiilidrew 
k ìmmediateljr, and west on «pcuking wiLli gucU a coii- 
traction of fcaturca lu wc pcrccivo in tlioso wlio aro 
Jbrced to strollow a bitter montcl. 

** Odo iLing I cannot stand, bj . IIow ciin }'0u, 

Dolilo gcntlcmcn, and you, 8ir Bayard, llic lir^t innn iit 
Ihe worM in our profcs^ion, iind tLe mo«t loytil, and lliu 
noM ItonestoTBlliIioir con you nll stand, Lcnring liiiiltal- 
ian catting sudi sluunc imo ilio taix of bis counlrj' 7 Uut 
crerjboOjr knons tbot thcro aro troilors in ovcry nntion." 

"Tbouort tho trnitorl" tliuadcred tlio Picdraontcsc 
Bodi drcw thcir gwords, but did not un^licatli ihcm cn> 
tire)/, US manj' from botb sìdcs, nishing bctwccn, hcdd 
ibem bade, nnd rondo tbctn rcnicinbcr ilint. inciu>cngt.-ra 
DÙther oould rcccivo nor uQkar ulTroiit. The ujiroar uiiJ 
Ihe tumult was vcry grcnt ; but Daynrd's voice, wUidi 
drowncd nll tlio rcst, rciìtorcd i>cuco nnd ordcr luuong ali, 
and Graiono vos dmggcil awny by niuin force. 

^Kramosca, as bo reploccd lliu sword, and rninmod 
H in hcavilj vitli Ilio pulm of bis linnd tiimcd lo Dnyiird 
and oflurcd on apolog; for wbnt bod lokcn place. Tbo 
kller pbiocd botli Lis liands on biit elioulJcrs nnd lookcd ' 

at hìm ÙxeUìy in tuo fóce, so tluxt iho youtli, balf abnslied, 
lowcrcd bis cyca ; nflcr rcmoining llius for a few ni<y 
ments, he kiased bis brovr, nnd sud : — 

" BgnoùUtoit la /emme )pti vota porta." (BIcsscd bc *^ 

the woman who boro ihce.)* 

Aa bour* oAcr, ibo drawbrìdgo of Burletta wos lonr- ' 

«nd, to rcceÌTO Ettore nnd Broncnlcone on thcir return. | 



* Ohi how muj inck j-ouUu *n no* moirstl down far tha km 
flf tWr «Qontij ca Um blonlj Oaldi dT Lombard j 1 
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DuniNG tlial moniingy which liad bccii spcnt hy tlio 
Italiana in prcjMiring thcmsclvcs for tho fight, tho travcl- 
]ci*iiy wlioin \xc liavo Icft oq the prcvious cvcning, oocu- 
pyìng tlic upper part of tho Sun Tavcrn, had not bccn ; 

idle. Thcir namo la a secret for everjr onc, exccpt for I 

tlic caixMiuadra Boscherino, but it shall bo no secret { 

for our rcadcrs. One of tliem wos Cesare Borgia, Duke 
of Valenza, wlicroby he obtained tlie namc of Valentino, • 

and the othcr Don ^lìgucl do Corrclla, onc of the lead- 
cré of Borgia*s band. i 

It wouid bc falling vcry far fiX)m tlic trulli to compare ,' 

tlicsc two ribalda to tho most obnoxious animala, maitt ) 

hostilc to e vcry living bcing. Tho lattcr act from I 

instinct, and instinct has its dcHned limits. But wliat j 

rcstraiut from cvil can bc placcd on hearts full of pcr- 
vcraity, and Icd hy minds of diabolical ostuteness, cn- 
dowed with power and valor — bccausc, unliappily, not 
ali rascals are cowards — and with immenso rcsourccs ? 

Tho son of Alexander VI., tho tcrror of Italy and of 
ali Italians who had gold, domains, or handsome womcn, 
found himsclf almost olone in a poor dwclling, in the 
midat of a crowd that would willingly buy at the prico 
of thcir livcs tlic satisfaction of wrccking thcir vcngeonce 
upon hini. 

Those who cannot understond how much security can 






: 



' 



mm^l^rmmmmmmmm^mm^^mmmmmmmmmmmmmw^^^^^^^^m^ 



/ 



100 ETTORE FIERAMOSGA. 

be fdt bjr a spirìt of strong tcropcr, unitcd to a cool nnd 
cakalatbg judgmcnt, will cali tliis assuranco tlio boldcst 
temerìtj. Bui tlic Duko kncw liirosclf wcll ; and balano- 
ing OD one side the dangcr ho migli t incur, and on tlio 
oUier the gain he couid obtain from a visit to Barletta, 
he fottiid that the prohabililica wcre in bis favor. 

He tmdcrtook tliis joumcjr for two rcasons. One was 
to iind out Ginevra, who he had good reason to believe 
was with Fieramosca; and if we cannot make up our 
mind to believe tliat this man cared for hcr moro than 
iór onjr other woman, wo are at least suro in saying that 
he was sharply stung at the idea of having bccn mado 
game of. Tlie other was a politicai reason ; and in oinler 
that our rcaders may liave a clear idea of tliis jKirt of 
our hbtoiy, it becomes necessarjr to cali tlicir attcntion to 
the dark features of the politics of thosc tinics. 

The power of the Borgia family had sprung up with 
the devation of Rodrigo Lenzuoli to the Sce of Bome ; 
and through the influence of cvcry kind of arins and rc- 
fourccSy of fraudsy of intermarriages, and with tlic hclj) 
of Franco, it had acquircd so much Htrcngth, that cverjr 
prìncc, evcry republic in Italy, was in drcad of ÌL Cessare 
luid at first bccn made Cardinal ; but thcn, dissatisficd wilh 
bis situation, made up bis mind to securc to himself alone 
the inherìtance of bis fathcr, and to obtain tlio gucrdon of 
Crimea oommitted by joint perversi ty. The only ob- 
8tade thrown in the way of bis ambition was the Duko of 
Guidia, bis brothcr, Gonfalomert of the Church, for wliom 
the Pope had rescrvcd some prìncipality in Italy. A 
stiletto^ hired by Cesare, or, as some othcrs say, widded 
by hÌ8 own band, cut off this obstado one night. À poor 
man, who was at tlie watch on one of the coal barks at 
Bipcila, saw thrce mcu comuig towards the rivcr; ono 
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on liorscback, — it was ilio Duko ; Uic body of bis brotbcTi 
biìd bcbind bim, wos bdd bjr two mcn ai tbo bcad and at 
tbc fcct, across tbc back of tbo borse ; tbcjr tlirew it in 
tbc Tibcr, tbcn wasbcd tbe borse, wbicb was stained witli 
blood, and disappcared tbrougb a dark lane* 

A inontb afier tbis, tbe Duko dofTed tbc purple, and 
was on bis boi'sc at tlic bcad of an arroy. Partljr by 
force and parti/ by trcason, lic was soon in posscssion of 
Faenza, Cesena, Forlì, I^)magna, and psirt of tlio I^IarcbCy 
Camerino, and Urbino, llut liis way of making conquestSi 
and of bolding possession of tbe ill-gotlen domains, — tbo 
evils lie liad ìnilictcd on so many wcro sudi, tbat bo was 
bated by allj and only an op[)ortunity was wanted to givo 
vent to tbis general feeling. Tbat opportunity migbt 
prcsent itself in two diffcrent way«, citber by tbc dcatb 
of bis fatber, or by losing tbc support of Franco. Tbo 
Pope*s ago, and tbe unrcliable success of tlie Frencb 
arins in Italy, adinonisbed bim tbat it was necessary to 
securc supi>ort to bis [Kirsonal cause from otber quar- 
ters wben tbe prcsent sbould fail. 

Witb an eye tbat couid espy any prnetice, and pry 
iato tbe closest of bcarts, be at once saw tbo real condi- 
tion of tbings in Italy. Ile well knew tbe impetuous ar- 
der of tlie Frencb, who were moro apt to carry a day 
Uian to enduro tlie ennui of a long and fruitless war. 

J le fcit liGW mucb Gonzalo could abate tbeir aseend- 
ancy in Italy. Ile knew tbo Spaniard bad become ter- 
rìble for bis valor, prudence and perseveranee, and was 
very likely to crusb tbe beauty of tlie lilies. Ile tbougbt 
it would bo wiso to mako some overtures to bim, in 
order tbat be migbt bave a new resouroe wben bis old 
fricnds migbt abandon bum. But so delicato a matter, 
and sudi tliat if tbe Frencb knew of it, bo would bave 
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becn ruincdi could noi bc committed to any onc*d trust 
For Ibis rcasoo he Imd Icfl Sinigaglia clandcstinely, and 
had gono .to Barletta. 

li was an bour before dnjr whcn Valentino, whose iron 
coostitution searccly needed any rcst, callcd Don Miguel, 
wbo was bearkening lesi bo sliould be wonted, and giv- 
ing bim a letter, 8aid : — 

'^TliU to Gronzala Ilo will givo you a snfe-oonduct. 
Sbould bo inquirc after me, I ani not in Barletta but 
near bj. Ycsterday cvening I board ali the particular.'i 
about GincTra from tliosc 8oldierd ìvbo werc carousing 
bdow stairs. I am satisGed now tlmt f*lic is witli tlmt 
Fieramosca, and not very far from bere ; I sliould tbink 
in some pari accessiblo by sea. I want to knoiv before 
TCsperB wbere sbe i». Find out Fieramosca, and seo 
tbat tbey do not escape." 

Don Miguel received the lettor and tlie command of 
bis master witliout saying a Avord ; bc wcnt back to bis 
room, dresscd biraself, and as dayliglit appeared, drawing 
tbe bood over bis eyes, wcnt to tbc citadel. 

Tbe Duke was at tbo window, following tlie coursc of 
Don Miguel as tbe latter loft the house ; thcre was evil 
in tbe Duke*d eye, and bis eountcnance looked ha if il 
forcboded misfortune to otliers. And stili of ali the ribiilds 
he had in bis pay, — and he had some wlio had attained to 
a very high dcgree of perfcction, -— none could be said to 
be tbe soul of ali bis undertakings ns was this one ; and if 
iaitb oould be placed in a fellow of that stamp, he certainly 
bad given signal proofs of bis fidclity to bis master on 
occasuMis of great importance. But Cesare Borgia hated 
bim for tbe very reason tlmt he was very mudi indebted 
to binii and becauso bo oould not get rìd of bim when bo 
dioscy unless be wisbed to cut off bis own rigbt orm. 
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Vcry few pcrsons kncw tho histoiy of Uiis nion. Aooord- 
ing to the general opinion he wos from Navarro. To 
give an insight into his cliaractcr, we will narrato on 
extraoi*dinar)r act of rcvcnge committod agoinst his own 
brother, whicli was the occosion of his becoming ono of 
the Duke*s servante. 

Don Miguel was morried to a young and handsomo 
\voman ; and he liad a younger brotlier, unmarrìcd, living 
with him. The young man was so faseinated with ilio 
beauty of his sister-in-law, that, throwing away cvery feel- 
ing of deeeney and respeet, ho brought her over to bis 
wislics. Dui thcy were not guai*ded enough to escapo 
notice fiX)m a young servant girl ; sho betrayed tlicin. 
The liusband watched them, and saw their guilt ; and os 
he drew a poignaixl to stab them bolli at once, they man- 
aged 60 well as to escape from him only willi a scrateli. 
Ilis rcsentment for the injury inflicted upon him was so 
great tliat, pursuing his brother and wifc, who iled for their 
lives, he was detcnnincd to kill them by ali mcans. But 
his brother, hearing that Don Miguel liad swom his death, 
knew how to liido himself so well tliat ho succcedcd in 
baflling ali his plans for many years ; and this galled the 
outmgcd liusband so fìercely, that, despairing of over 
quenching his tliirst for vengeance, he was almost spent 
by this devouring passion. 

The juhìlee of 1475 was proelaimed, and tho usuai 
pracliccs of penance wero i^erformcd in tho town wliero 
Don Miguel lived ; proecssions, penitential devotions, 
and preacliing in tho public squarcs, brought around, 
OS usuai on thoso occask>nSy the good rcsults of public 
rcformation ; many an inveterato hatred was quelled, 
rcoonciliations look placci and he also secmed to liavo 
abandoned his feelings of rcsentment, and givcn himsolf 
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np to God. nia brotlior, liowovcr, notwìthstanding ali 
tlio odTanccs on tlio part of Don Miglici, couid ncvcr Ira 
[H«T&Ìlcd upon to aiipcfir bcfurc liim. At (lic ctoso of tlio 
AmHO SoHlo, tpcat, bj the Spaninnl in coiitinunl pracliccs 
of pcnance, he rcfoivcd to Icnvo Ilio worid, nrnl rcgMÙr- 
ing to a nioiuulciy, look the linblt and profus^cd nillgions 
lifc. n« wos i>cnt ky liU Supcrìon lo vnrious [iliiccs in 
filMÌn, and ovcn to Rome, wUcro ha complctcd liis atudicfl, 
with tho fame of po^sc&sìng no ordinar^ talenti. 

TbcncQ bcing rccallcd to Spain, tic gnvc eo good 
aeooantj of faimsclf, tluit lio wiu lliouglit fit lo bo pro- 
molod to tho prìcslhood. Ilo culcbratcd liis first mnsa 
with eiMtaniarjr solumnity in tUo prcscnoc of rclatìons and 
IÌìcikIa. Wlicn mass vas over, he went io thu vcsliy, 
and, according to tlio practìcc, filili drenaci! in thu saccr- 
dotal robcs, he rcceived the congratula tiona of tlic pcoplc 
and of Lìm frìcnda, admittlng tlicm lo liis embrocca, or lo 
the kiuing of bis luinds. 

Man/ pcoplo bad bcnrd him repcalcdlj' prolcsling ihat 
noUiing flllcd liim with so mucli gricf ns the rccollcction 
of tho intcnao hatrcd ho bod (ite so long n lime nourixbud 
agùnst bis brotbcri nnd ho lutd ol^cn said lliat iic had no 
othcr wish in tlio world llian lo \k aUlo to cfliicc ihc poat 
cntircly, ond tltat bc wouid cvcn, likc u fuitliful scrvnnt 
oT tbo Lord, bo tho Hmt to bunil)lc himself. On tliU gol- 
emn occasion, bis broibcr, movcd \>y ilio cnlrcnlics of nll 
bis kin, rcsolvcd lo prescnt hlmsclf nlong with tlic rciil. 
As lio nppcarcd in the clcrgymim's prc«cncc, ho atrclchcd 
fòrth bia onnf, ond wns bcginnìng to apcnk. Don llìg- 
od recGÌved bim in bis open arma ; but thcn tlic bcsccch- 
tog broibcr, inatcnd of niising lils head, «ras sccn to drop 
on hif knccs, foli bockvnrd tviih a dccp groan ; and ilio 
prÌMt brawlìsbing in tho air n small stiUitlo, wbich ho 
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liad plunged into his brothcr's licart, whilo ho wns press- 
ing him to his owiiy kisscd tho onsanguincd biade, and kick- 
ing tho corpsc, snid, — ^ ai last ! ** and disappcarcd. Tho. 
bystandera were thundcrstruck, and so horrìficd, that thcj 
dìd not move ; and the monster was ollowcd to oscape. 

A price was thcn set on his head ; he wandcred from 
placo to place, until he rcpaircd to Rome, and Valentino 
savcd hia life. Tho latter casily discovercd tlie nature of 
Migucrs soul, and soon employed him in affairs of the 
highest importnnce ; and the ribold became, in short, ilio 
prime agcnt in ali his undcrtakings. 

As Miguel rcached the gates of tho castle, on bcing 
osked by the guarda vrhom ho wished to see, he |x>intcd 
to a smuU colTer under his ann, and told tlicm that ho 
hnd just retunicd from the Eost, and wished to sce Gon- 
zalo, to offer him several samples of very grcat rarity, 
|)0wcrful rcmcdies ngninst charms, and a thousand like 
rigmarolcs. One of them, after having scrutinized his 
face Tcry closcly, bcckoncd to him to follow. 

Tliey entcrcd a largo yard, enclosed ali around with 
high buildlngs of ancicnt architecture. The rooms in 
each stoiy hnd tlieir dooi*s opcning on piazzas running ali 
around the yard. Thcse piozzas were supported by col- 
umns of grny stonc, and over them weixs vaulted archcs 
eitlicr round or pointed, according to the different epochs 
in which thcy had been addod. Several turrcts, round 
and crowncd with roerlons in tlio sliape of swallow- 
tails, arose at unequal distanccs high above the levcl of 
the roof, and were of a reddish color like tlrnt of old bricks. 
From the top of the highest, whioli was called the dock- 
tower, streamcd a largo Ung^ yellow and flaming rcd, tho 
oolors of Si^ain. 

They mounted to tho Uni story,— - foUowing outsido 
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itepsy with Wide stono balusters, on which wcro squat- 
ted in a direct line lions of very rough workmansliip, -^ 
and cntered a hall whcre Don Miguel was loft by lib 
guide, wlio said to him : — - 

^You can speak to tlio Grcat Cnptain whcn he comes 
oot** 

'^ And, pray, when vrill lie come out ? ** 

**When he plenses.** 

And willi iliis not over-courtcous rcply, the soldicr went 
aboat his business. 

Don Miguel knew rcry wcll tlint pnticncc i^ the god- 
dess of antecliarobers, and held his pcace. Ile wnn soon 
aware tliat he had bccome a mnrk for the curia<«ity of 
8ome gcntlemen who Irnd clustcnnl witliin the cmhmMurc 
of one of the largc Avindows which opcne<l over tliu kcju 
In order to take a position, he bcgiin to move about, look- 
ing at the ohi pictures, with which the walls wcre cov- 
ered. Tbus vrith an air of nonchainnce he wciit vcry 
ncar to tliem — perliaps, he thought, I might do some 
good liero ! At last lio caught the moment to throw in 
a word or two, and after awhile he was one of the com- 
pany. 

That good luck which is almost nhvays ]>mycd for ui>e- 
lessly by honest folks, did not kcep our friend long in 
waiting. Ile watchcd witli a picrcing cye thosc gcntle- 
men, and selectcd one e8|iecialiy from the rost. Ilo wats a 
man nearly fifty years of ngc, tali, thin, with one of 
bis sliouldcrs slightly out of proportion; he dniggi*d at 
his side a long sword which stuck out from under bis 
d^aberdine, and punched the shins of ali around ; for he 
was fussing about, scmping bows and putting on air» of 
importance, making bimself intimate with every one, but 
Mpedally with tboso who wcro of highcr standing. 
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Eyebrows whicli formcd two archcs high up to Uio mid- 
dio of his forchcady and cjca gray, xx)und, and alwajs 
looking Avondcrs, gavc to his countcnonco an cxprcssion 
of inquisitivcness, mixed whU stoliditj; and Uiis trait 
wus madc cvcn moro marked by a continuai smile witli 
which he accompanicd liid wholo conversation. Thia 
goo<l knight wns Don Liltcrio Defastidiis, tiio Padttta * 
of Ilarlottn, than whoni no man was more inquisitive or 
niorc vain. 

Don Miguel, \\\ìO was a grcat physiognomist, saw at 
once that he had mct tlic man ho wanted. Ile approachod, 
and began a conversation with him, addressing liim in a 
manner courtcous and frank, wliich ho knew verjr well 
liow to use wlicn he necded it. The Podestà nevcr 
addcd a phrasc, without some plcasantry of the ohligato 
kind — such pleasantry as must be surcly familiar to tlio 
rcadcr who may bave hap|X!ncd to travel through some 
small placcs of tlio Regno and spcnd an cvening on the 
settee before tlie aixithccary sliop ; — but the Podestà 
always cxpectcd that people should hiugh. Don Miguel, 
of coursc, would be in a roar of laughter ali the timo, 
and would interrupt the worthy dignitary, saying : *^ I 
never knew a pleasanter man — oh I that is beautiful — 
oh I how nmusing I " — and thus thcy becamo boon com- 
panions in less tlmn half an hour. 

At that moment Prospero Colonna carne out of Gon- 
zaIo*8 room with tho safe-conduct for the challcngc, 
crosscd the hall, and ali bowcd to him as he passed. 
Don Miguel askod who the baron was ; and Don Littcrio 
enjoyed the opportunity of parading his knowledgo of 
aflairsy and spoke of tho cliallengCy and rolated what liad 
taken placo at the suppcr of the night beforo, and had a 

* A kind of mayor or moderator. 
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gi««t deal lo taj of Euoro Ficnunosca and hU nmours. 
Don Uìguel, wlio had olxainetl moro tlmn lio liopod, sniil, 
fogning lo tnko grcot interest in tlio mottcr : — 

" TluU joung man .... wliot ilo you cali liìm F " 

" Ficroniosca." 

" Tl)i< Ficramoscn U llicn a grcat fricnil or youra, th:it 
jou takfi Bo much inlcrcsl in tiim." 

" Oli ! for lliat Iio il onc of my dcarcst frìcndi. And 
■ce, he ìa \t;ry mudi cstccmcd by Signor l'iD-^pcro ; llicn 

bc ia a grcat favorite witU nll Ile ir) aucli n brave 

youDg man I Wc mccl cvery cvcning ciilicr ni the Co. 
loniuu or in lite «quarc. It is a |iily lio lias a vcry ugly 
haìnL He ncvcr laugli», ncvcr ! Ilo liiu a face so long, 
ja>t M ir he nere excomtniiiiicalcd ; it 'n paiiirul to look 
at hiin. Eli I I lind takcn nolice of it long ago ; l>nt 
tbe^ iroukl noi bclievc me. Tliosc bravo raldicn* are 
qneer fellow^ I It BCumK ns if llicj wcro asliamed to l>o 
In lovol Bui tliat Frcncli baron vvlio lias bccn madc 
prisoner by biro, and wlio liod known liim in Rome, lei ìt 
out; and so noff thera is noi tlio Icast doubU Tlicni U 
too niucli trulli in tlio old saying: — Minore (mm « «ra^ 
Ha, Mon la motlra ehi non CabOìa," (only IbosG vvlio bave 
il, will givc signs of love, coutil, nnd ìtch). 

Doo Miguel of course rcccJvcd tWii plcnsnntry of ìUc 
first magistrale of llnrlctta witli a grcat laiigb, wliicli lic 
bad to rcpcat tliree times, bccauso ìt was Don Lillcrio's 
gnUification to quolo the provcrb tbroo timcs in suecc^ 
•ioD. Wbcn Ibis flt of mirti) liod possed aviay, and ibe 
* !Q companJoiu had becomo composcd agnin, Uio Siian* 
MUd remoriicd,— 

* It woald Dot bc dìlHcult for mo to cure bim of Ibis 
)oTe«ckneM, and so well tbat Iio vrouid never more 
thinkoflt. But".... 
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And hcro he pauscd in ortlcr to bo importuned. 

^ To cure liim ? " quoth the Podestà, ^ liow could you 
do tliat ? A fevcr of timi kind is noi curcd by docto» 
nnd apotliccaricà.'* 

^ And I teli you, thnt if I could only find one who was 
an iiuinmle friend of his, who would liclp me, I could do 
it, nnd I would stake my head on it." 

Don Litterio looked at him staringly in the face, to 
know whcther he was joking or in eamcst ; and it would 
bc u.soless for us to rcmark tliat Don Miguel knew very 
well how to make that investigation tum to his purpose* 
Whcn the fornier scemed satisfied as to his friend*8 being 
in camest, he added : — 

'* If nothing else is wantcd, you shuU have it." 

And he thought in his own roind how to securc to 
himsclf tlie incrit of tliis cure, as he clanned for himself 
the honor of havìng made the discovery of the diseasc. 
And mcst nséuredly, whoever could have achieved the 
niìracle of makìng Ficrnmosca more approachable, and 
]>urtial to noise and jollity, would have been praiscd 
to the skics hy his fricnds and by ali who knew him. 

Thcn Don Litterio kepi on urging Don Miguel to teli 
him how he could achieve so diflìcult a result ;' bui tlie 
latter was very morose, nllowing the other to pray and 
besecch, as if he were afraid to trust him. At last, fvign- 
ing to yield, he told him, liow, in the land of the Turks, 
ho Imd leamed to apply a rcmedy which liad a wonder- 
ful |K>wcr to extinguish any love, howover despcmte. It 
did noi cost him mudi to master, in a rcry short timo, 
the liarc-brained head of the unfortunato Podestà, who 
thought himself very fortunato in having mot this 
man. 

** One conditioQ is indisponsable,** said Don Miguel at 



110 ETTOItE FIEBAUUSCA. 

lutt ; " Ihftt ù| lliat I may bo in company witli tlio inamo- 
rata tot firc minutcs ; llicn Icaro tlic rcst lo mysclf." 

"To tei! ibo trulli, I could not on llic Kpot «lircct yoiì 
bow to oUnin llic intcrvicw. Bccnusc, in fnci, I fio not 
know ber. But yoa can dcpcnd on me, prnvi<lc<l elio ìa 
in Itortctta, or witliin tcn mìlcs. In Icss (Iion twciity- 
fbur lioura I slioll bo ablc lo give you some ìnrunnntion. 
I will spciik to Giuliano . . . lio ù tlio messenger of 
iIm Commune . . . lio ù a rcal dcvil lo finii oul uvcry 
tbing." 

"And wltero slinll we mcct ì " askcd Don Miguel. 

"Anywlicrc." 

" IT it ìi agrccnblo to you wc will mcct ot ilic tavci'n 
of tilt) Sun, nlwut Iwciily-two of tiio clock." 

"Agrccd," nnswercU Don Liltcriot nnil Icnring Don 
Uigucl cxcL-i-din;;ly pluawd with lii^ good buccc«!>, lic 
wmt to tlic inlacc of tlic Commune to find out Giuliano. 
If it u perfeclly ngrccoblo lo llic render >ve will dÌs]H:nm3 
willi kecping liim compnny, Icit Don Sligucl slioulil gel 
too mudi out of pniicnco in Ilio nnteclutmbcr. 

Ile poticntly wnitcd n long time, lioping tluU Gonznlo 
woukl niAlco his appcomnea ; at last bo prevailcd on ilio 
luber to be mar»liallcd in. 

Tho Cnplnin of Spain was standing uprìglit nenr a 
window. Ile wos wnippcd in a looso robo of vcrmilion 
satin, linod wiili menlver skin ; and tlio nobla oppcnr- 
aneo, tbe bigU forcbcnd, ilio Krulinixing oyc, nnd Inslly, 
Lbe very nome of a man wlio vraa to grent, awoke in tlio 
bcwom of Valcnlino'a ugent lliose feclinga of awc, nnd 
ercn of Gowanlice, wbìcb invarinbly assoil a wickcd 
nwtal in Uio prescnco of a vìrtuous man. AViUi on air 
of great bumilìty bo mode a vcry low bow, and uid : — 

" Gkirions Lord I the importance of ibo motsoge I 
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airry to your Magnificenza Los forccd me to assume a 
namo wliicli ii not mj own. If I have ofTcndcd yoa by 
doiiig 80, 1 liumbljr bcg your pardon ; bui as you will 
pcrccivc by yoursclf, the ncccsi^ity of kccping secret was 
too grcnty and he who sends me to you oould trust bini* 
self to none but to your glorious faith.'* 

Gonzalo answered in a vcry few words tliat he would 
not bctray those vrho trustcd in liim, and bade him to 
givo the mcssago. Don Miguel gave him the Duke's 
Icttcry obtained tlie safe-oonduet, and carrying it to bis 
master, nssured him tliat Gonzalo would keep the se- 
cret of liid bcing in l^rlctta. 

Thcn he told him how rnuch aid he could promise him- 
fi<:ir from bis new friend, the podestà ; and so Valentino, 
plc*a<cd with the turn which bis schemes scemed likely 
to lako, drew the hood over hU cyw», and, wrapped in 
bis donk, loft the tnvern. A l>oat rowcd him to the 
back of the citadel, where Gonzalo, a(lcr an agreement 
with Don Miguel, hnd 8cnt «a man to wait for bini. A 
pmall gate was opcncd to him ; and asccnding a narrow, 
secret stairway, thcy passed through dark winding 
passages, until he reached the Captain-General s apart- 
mcnt. 

AVe do not deem it to be of mudi iraportance to givo 
a dctailcd account of this interview. 

Valentino gavo a substantial resumé, with admirable 
dearaess, of tlie actual state of tbings in Italy, — the 
nervo, the liopes, the apprehensions of the difìTei^ent statem 
Ile led the captala to belio ve tliat it would grat^fy him to 
attach himself to Spaia, feigning to be moved to take tliis 
stop out of anxiety for the welfaro of bis people, and to 
avert the cahimities which tliey would be exposed to^ in 
caso the Spaniards sbould gain tlio victory. With an 
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ÌDgenuoiuiieu which he coulil ut timcs command most 
ìadminbly, ho luccccdol in giving to tho grcot general a 
fiur betlcr opinion of hìmsclf tlun wos generali}' cnler- 
taincd. Ilo proposed to form an allìmice wiili Spain, in 
which the Pope would join, nnd in which a clianco would 
be Icft Ter the Venetions, in cose llicy woulil lakc pnrt ; by 
it thejr voold plcdge tli'tmaclvcs lo hclp caci) oihur in 
Iheir mutoal interest, and it would be niadc public only 
«ben the Spaniardj hod oblaìiicd posscssion of iwo 
thinb of ihc Regno. Ilo proposcd lo mnke ihc con- 
qnest of Tataiay with hia own forco», eliowing ilio im- 
portancc of it by tlio foct, Ihnt the l'iorcnlincs wcre tlio 
•taocbest fricnds of ilio Frcncli in Ittiìy, nnd thot it 
would be of paramount ncecstiiy lo break Ibis powcrful 
Klliancc. Ile nddcd, that il would Inrgcly increnac tliC 
•trenglb of ilio leaguo, to cali the Fi^ns to cntcr inlo it, 
belpìng tliem tlicrchy lo reconipcnso thcmsclrt» for tlio 
erila tlicy hod sufTcrcd from the Itcpubhc of Florence, 
over which, if llicy could liavc bccn nindc Glrongcr, llicy 
would linvo bccomo most walcliful gunrdinng. 

Gonzalo liad no objccliona of grent wcight to oITcr lo 
tbeso proposals; nnd Ilio cunning miiid of Cesare Borgìn 
knew bow lo place in tho strongcst liglit mnttera which 
WCTO in greal part Ime. lìut tho Spaniard knuw liim, 
luid did noi feci womuilcd in plaeing nny trust in liim. 

Ilo rcMlvcd thcn not to givo any definite answcr, and 
MÙd he would tako tho opinion of his most intimale ad- 
rùcn beforo eoming to a final detenni nation. Ile Mina 
Teiy Uvish of good worda and courteous mannera lon'urda 
Valentino i he led hira to «imo apartmcnts on the lowot 
stoiy, whieh opcned over tho icn, and he placed ihcm ot 
ÌM diipoBol for the timo ho would be plcoacd lo remain 
{b Borietta t and lie directed some of hìa most (iullifiil 
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scnrants to Avait on him with ihat attcntion which was dao 
to a 8on of Alexander VL 

Towanls cvening, Ficramosca and Brancalcono arrived 
nt tlic gatcs of the city. As soon as thcy had cntcredy a 
crowd of offìcerSy mcn of arms, and poldìera bcgan to 
crowd iipon tliem, and their number incrcased tks tlicy 
wcnt on ; ali vciy anxiou.s to bc the first to know the 
nnswer of the French. — IIow dìd you get along? — what 
18 the rcply? who will enter the lists? whcn? whero? 
• • • • But the t\TO frìcnds, smiling ai so much furj, 
cuhnly unswcrcd: — Come to the rock, and you will 
know iL As tliey reuchcd the citadel, and wcro intro- 
diiccd to Gonzalo, Ficramosca handcd him the lettor of 
the Duke of Nemours, which the General read aloud, and 
in which it was said that the challenge was accepted, but 
frce camp was rcfuscd. This scemcd very strange to ali, 
and the great cnptain remarkcd : — 

** I could nevcr bclieve that the French would seck to 
avoid the Tight. But you shall bave a frce Held ; be suro 
of it." 

Thcn he cnlled one of bis sccretaries, and said to him, 
^ Write to the Duke of Nemours to be of good cheer, tlmt 
the obstacle is rcniovcd ; I offcr him a truce until aAer 
the fight ; and lastly, that aAcr three diiys I expcct my 
daughtcr Elvira, in whose honor I intend to bave a little 
feast; ìt he chooses, while the arms are laid down, to 
come and enjoy them with us, he will contributo to mako 
it more cheerful." 

Between writing, cxpcditing the Icttcr, and reeciving 
an answcr, scarccly two hours hnd passcd* The Duke 
of Nemours accepted the invitation and the truce, which 
was proclaimcd through the city that same evening at 
the sound of trumpet, togcther witli the names of the 
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Italioa comtMtanU, lo whicli, lo cumpleie Iho number 
icqoired hj Ura Frencb, tliroo mon luul bccn oilded [ nnd 
thdr niuiMi wera : — 

LodoTÌco Amiiuilo of Temi. 

Uoriono da Sarai, 

GioTonni Capocdo Bomaiw. 



CIIAPTER Vni. 

Santa Orsola wns the titular saint of the monastcry 
situateci on tlio i.sland bctwccn Mt. Gargano and Bar- 
letta. Tlie otily v&stigc of it tliat rcmains ai tlic proscnt 
day is a hcap of mins covercd willi ivy and briars. Bui 
ni the tiine of our hi.story it was an imposing structurCy 
of soinbro nppearancc, kcpt in cxcellcnt i*epair, crcctcd 
in oldcn timcs by the tardy rcpentance of a prinocss of 
D*Anjou. After a lifc ncarly cxhausted in pursuits of 
plcasuro and ambition, ^ho withdrcw thithcr to spend 
ber last days in works of repcntance and atonemcnt. 
Therc one can enjoy a sweet solitude in pei*fcct sedusion* 
On a l'ock a1x)ut furty-five feet abovc the level of the sea 
rose a phiteau of near iìAccn hundrcd feet in circumfer- 
cncc, the soil of it bcìng very rich. Tlie church stood on 
the corner ncarest to terra Jirma. The cntnuice to it was 
inidcr a ta:^ieful portico supported by handsome columns 
of gray gi'anite. Tlie aisics of the church, flanking the 
nave, wero vaultcd on pointed arches, poising on fa$ce$ 
of slendcr columns omamcnted with car%*in;n. The lidit 
was admitted through long Gotliic Windows of staincd 
glasR, rcpresenting the lifo and deeds of the martyrcd 
Ursula. The ah$i$ behind the high aitar was scmicircu- 
lar, with mosaics on grounds of gold* Tliey rcprescnted 
the Pltemal Father in glory, and Saint Uraula, sur- 
roundcd by ber virgin companions, at bis feet. 

The church was rarely visited, as it was very much 
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OQt of Uio way. But at stateti bours in the day and at 
night the nuns would mcet thcro for psalmody. It wos 
towanls evcning, and the inmatcs of tiie monostcry had 
asacmblcd at vcspersi and during the nionotonous sing- 
ing of the psalniSy a woman could bo sccn knceling in 
prayer near a tomb of marblo once white, but now rcn- 
dercd yellowish by ago ; it was surmounted witli a 
canopy also of marble, and with an exubcranco of diis- 
cllcd foliago and animnls in tlie Gothic style. 

At first sighty tliat woman so pale and inotionlcfts, cov- 
cred withaflowingwhiteveil, might Imvo bccu taken for 
a statuo of tho foundres.^ who lay ]>cncath the tomb. But, 
on closcr observation, tho beholdcr saw two long trcsi^es 
of auburn hair pecping from under the veli, and the occa- 
nonally upturncd foeo disclosed two blue eyes, from 
which a proyerful light was boaming. 

Tho unhappy Ginevra, for she it wos, fcit the nccd of 
prayer, bccause she wos in that stiite in which the hcart 
of a woman (Inds no rcsources to conqucr itsclf. Sho 
rcgrettedy however, too late, that she luid follo wed Fiera- 
mosca, and thus attachcd ber fortuncs to him, to wliom, 
more than to any one cl.«>Cy prudence and duty forbndo 
ber to ding. To bave ncglectcd so long asccrtaining 
whethcr ber husband was alive or dead, was to ber a 
sourco of rcproach. Rcason whispcrcd to ber: it is not 
too late to do what ought to bave been dono long ago ; 
but tbo beart interfercd, and said, Vii too hite. That loo 
ìaie soundcd as a sentenco without appeal. Ilcr djiys 
wcre full of anxiety, anguinb, and bittemcMS* Sho had 
no liopo of getting rid of ber troublo but by putting an 
end to tho contcst of ber fcelings. Iler constitution was 
«uffering under this perpetuai struggle* 

Sbe bad somo 'comfort ia the momiog, and at tbo hoora 
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of mid-day. Slic could work ai the nccdle, she bod plentj 
of books to rcad, nnd sho walkcd in ilio garden of tho 
inonnstery. But towards night! Like thoso insccts 
which at Uio sctting of tho 8un secm to multipl/ and to 
doublé Uicir cnci^y to vcx man, so tho most annojing 
corcs, and most ominous Uioughts crowdcd upon ber mind 
nnd 8oul, and mado hcr wretchcd. Thcn sho would run 
to the church for relicf. Sho could find no peace, no joy 
thcrc, but she drcw sòme comfort at Icast from praycr. 

The purport and tho spi ri t of hcr praycr was cvcr tlio 
samc *^ Most blcsscd mothcri mako me wisli not to love 
liim ; " somctinics she addcd, *^ 1 ncrvc me to rcsolvo 
to scek after Graiano, or cause me to bave the wish of 
(Inding him out.'' AUis I vcry oflcn she had not tlio 
hcart to uttcr this List praycr. 

Somctìmcs it happcncd that, from the habit of rci)eat- 
ing this pmycr so oflcn, slie caught hcrsclf thinking in 
camcst of Ficramosca, whcn she was just praying for 
grace to forgct him. In that torture of hcr soul sho 
sobbed and cried, but ^hc could not deccive hcrsclf as to 
ìvhich wos tho strongcst wish of hcr hcart. Ilowevcr, 
on this day, in one of those ups and downs which aro 
80 usuai in our human nature, she thought at last that 
she could brace hcrsclf up to rcsolvo on tho truo course. 
Ilcr failing hcalth mado hcr feci as if she would soon 
be vcry ili ; thcn she thought of dcath. What I to mect 
dcath with an accusing conscicnce? This struck hcr 
forcibly, and thrcw the wcight on that side of tho scales ; 
sho rcsolvcd to obtain information of Graiano, and if sho 
could trace him out to go back to him, by ali mcans, 
Gost what it might. Ilad Ficramosca bccn thcrc, she 
would bave told him ber dctcrmination rcsolutcly on 
the spot, witliout tho Icast bcsitation ; but on rishig to 
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Icavo the ckurch, elio eaidi ''IIcll corno this evcning, 
and he shall know ali.** 

The clmnt in the choir bcing over, the nuns wcro 
leaving ono hj onc, and wcro rctuming to (hcir cclls 
ihroQgh a smoll gate Icoding to the snmll court-yard of 
the cloistcr. 

Ginevra followcd tlicm, and cntcrcd a portico, wliich 
nui around the small garden, and in its ncntncss elione 
like a roirror. A wooden shed, supportcd by Tour pi- 
lastcn of stono, protectcd a wcll lincd with bricks, in the 
oentre of tlie garden. Through a long corridor shc 
passed into a back court-yard, at tlie end of uhich stood 
a small dwelling, which, not cloi.stered, wns scparatcd 
from the convcnt, and whcre the guest:} ]o<lging.s wcro 
built. Ginevra, ìvith the young womnn whose lifc Kttorc 
liad savcd, occupicd two or thrcc rooins of li, Tlicsc 
roonui, aAcr the usuai nianncr of roona.stcrics lind no 
oommunication ìvith cadi olher, but wcrc cntcrcd from 
a éomroon corridor. AVlicn Ginevra cntcrcd whnt \vn.s 
uscd for a sjtting-itx)in in day tiinc, Zomis \va.s biisy at a 
fnune, and wliiUt plying tlic nccdle, shc 8ang nn Anibinn 
air, oomposed in minor tonc.«>, after the usuai manncr of 
the songs of southern nations. Ginevra glanccd at the 
work, and sighed ; — it was a cape of blue satin embroid- 
ercd with silvcr, at which thcy bolli workcd togcthcr, and 
was destined as a present to Ficramosca. Thcn she sat 
OD the piaxza, which lookcd over Barletta, and was shadcd 
with rioes. The sun was setting bcliind the hills of 
Faglia. A few narrow strips of clouds scattercd about 
the sky, glowing with the giare of the sun, rcscmbled 
golden fish swimming in a sea of fire. Their form was 
sUetched on a long line, and reilccted the light on the 
sariaoe of the waters, rìppled hcrc and thcre by a few 
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boats of fìshcrmcn, saillng with a light costcm irind 
towards tho Bhore. Tho womon'a gazo was rivctted upon 
tho molo of tho opposito Imrbor, whcnco n sroall boat 
wos oflcn secn to stori and xx>\v towards tho iskind. 

On this cvcning sho wishes to eco that boat moro tluui 
over ; shc fccls os if it werc frcightcd witli a most impor- 
tnnt dccision ; no mattcr what the rcsult may be, any- 
thing will bo bcttcr thnn ber prcscnt state But O I those 
momcnts Uius spont in waiting wcro long and bitter I 
She wìshed Ettore had already eome ; sho wishcd sho had 
alrcady told him tliat ivhich she fclt so diflicult to uttcr ; 
in caso he tarrìcd, or did not come at ali, would sho feci 
the same encrgy and dotermination on the monx>\v ? 

A dark dot, which at first scemed to have scarcely any 
motion, nppcared soon on the water ncar the shorc« 
After a quartcr of an hour it npproachcd ncarer and 
ncarcr, and increascd in size. An unaccustomed eye 
couM hardly sce that it was a one oar boat ; but Ginevra 
rccognized it, and her hcart beat convuUively. By a 
sudden rcvulsion, her funncr ideas and resolutions wero 
changcd, nnd ali at once slie foli that it would be impos- 
siblc (o teli lihn what a few moments befure she had, or 
at Icasl (hought she had, irrcvocably determined to say. 
She would evcn have becn jìleascd had the boat tacked 
about and retumed ; but alas I on, on it carne ; it was 
already near the ishmd ; sho could bear tho splash of 
the oars plunging into the sea. 

^'Zorais, bere he isl" she said, tuming towards tho 
maiden, who scarcely ralsed her head, but nodded in 
rcply that she had heard the announccment, and fixcd 
ber eycs again on the work before ben Ginevra went 
down to the only place whcro the island could bo ap- 
proachcd, and tlirough steps cut in the stone, rcachcd ilio 
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•bore just whcn Fieramosca wos in the act of laying the 
onn down, and the bow struek on the rock. 

Now the truth was that while the woman fclt loath to 
dedale ber own rcsolutions, Fieramosca, who had matterà 
oqnallj as momentous to rcvcal, possesscd no more oour- 
age tlian she did. 

IXaving been so long away from the placcs whcro 
Graiano had been following the fortuncs of diflcrcnt ar- 
miesy he had not board tidings of him for man/ a day. 
Some soldiers from Romagna, cithcr not being wcU in- 
formed or baving mistaken the namc, had told liim tliat 
he was dead. Such news would bave been too much in 
acoordance with bis wishcs to be di^belicvcd, or to induce 
bun to take any stcps to vcrify the fact. We are of opin- 
ion that one veiy scldom widhes to scc mnttcrs clcar, whcn 
be is afraid to dìsoovcr bis own cvil. Thu9, ncglccting to 
emploj proper means to ilnd out tlic truth, Ìie wcnt on 
from day to day, until bus own cycs had at last undcceived 
him. He went back to Barletta, struggling wilhìn him- 
self wbether he should teli Ginevra or not. If he did, 
tben they would be scparatcd forevcr ; if not, tlicn he fclt 
as if be was becoming guilty of positive wrong; but, 
again, bow oould he bidè anything from ber, who kncw 
80 well bow to read bis vcry thoughts ? 

In tbis state of perplexity he arrived at the island; 
bis mind was not made up whcn he mct Ginevra, and 
feeling that he had to decide one way or tlio other, he re- 
sdved to say nothmg for tlie present, saying to himsclf — 
well soe about iL 

'^I am late to-night,** said he, ascendmg tlie steps, ** but 
we bave had a deal to do, the whole day, and I bave 
great news.** 

^ News 1 ** answcrod Ginevra, *^ good or bud ? ** 
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** Good ; and with God's hdp thcy wiU evcn bo better 
in A few days." 

The/ lind rcachcd the yard bcforo dio diurch ; on tho 
vciy brìnk wlicre ilio rock falla perpendicularly into the 
6ca thcrc was a low wall for a parapct or fcncc, with a 
few cyprcss trees, a woodcn cro68| and oli around many 
rustie scats. 

Thcy both sai down in ilio silvery light of the moon, 
whieh had already overcome the rcd giare of tho twilight 
hours, and Fieromosea began : — 

^GineTra mine, be of good cheer; to-day hos becn 
one of glory for Italy and for oursclvcs ; and if God does 
not refuse to favor a just cause, It will provo tho begin- 
ning of even grcater glory. But now it ìs neccssarj to 
net with manliness ; and you must show yourself an 
cxample worthy for Italìan womcn to follow." 

^ Speak/' replicd the young woraan, starìng at him, as 
if she wished to study his countcnance, and tliere to read 
in advance what was cxpectcd fi'om her ; ^ I am a womon, 
but I havo a hcart." 

'^I know it, Ginevra; and I wouid much quicker doubt 
the rising of to-morrow's sun, as to entertain tho least 
doubt of you " • • • And thcn he told her of the challengc, 
of ali tho particulars conceming its origin, how they 
cntered tho French camp, their return, and of tho ilght 
for which thcy were preparing. Those among my rcaders 
who have happened to converse with a woman of noblo 
spirit about generous decds to bo dono in behalf of onc's 
country, must remember Iiow they felt their heart quicken- 
ing in its pulsations, and will know how impassionato must 
havo becn Ettore's words, — how fervid with tlio lovo 
of country and aspirntions of glory, and how the presenee 
of Ginevra must liave incrcasod the fire of bis souL 
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As Ettore wos progrcssing in the narrativo of the cvcnts 
of ihat day (and liis cnthusmsm grow wilh tho growing 
interest of the subject,) the brcathing of Ginevra quick- 
enedt like a sail swoUcn hy the impulse of strong veinùs ; 
her bosom was hcavlng under unmanagcablo and dis- 
cordanti bui noi unworthj feclings ; her eyes, seeroing to 
tako their temper from the words of the young soldicr, 
gUred and sparkled. 

Lastljy lajing her gentle and white band on the hilt 
of Ettore's sword, and raising her ùkcg boldly, slic said : — 

^ Would I had thine arm I would I might wield tho 
weapon I can scarcely lifl I thou shouldst not go alone ; 
no 1 and I should not live perhaps to bear the Italians 
gsùned tho victoiy, but rcmaincd tlicre on the (Icld. • • • 
O I I know it, I know it. Thou slrnlt not return eon- 
quered " • • • • Ilcre the tliought of the irapending dnnger 
fell upon ber mind, and she could not stcm a torrcnt of ' 
tears; they fell upon and bedewcd tho band of Fiera- 
mosco. 

**For wbom do you cry? Ginevra, bave you any 
wish that the combat should not take place ? " 

** Noy Ettore, never, nevcr 1 do not wrong me tlius ; ** 
and drying ber tears she added, with great cmotion, ** I 
do not cry • • • sce, it is over now • • • it was only a 
moment** • • • Then with a smile, to which the tearful 
eyelids added charms, she said : — 

^I bave aspired to too mudi bravery; and I bave 
spoken of arms and wars, and then I bave shown what I 
am ; I deserve it." 

^ A woman of your temper can make swords do won- 
dcrs without touching them; you oould tum tho world 
upside down • • .• if you knew bow. I do not mean you, 
Ginevra, bui tbose women of Italy, who alas 1 are noi 
likeyou.** 
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Zorais wos thcn coming with a basket fìllcd with 
fniits, cnkcs, applcs, and otlier rcfrcshmcnts, and elio liad 
caudit the last words. Slie carrled tlio basket on licr 
ìcù, ano, and in ber rìgbt she held a decantcr of wliito 
winc. She wore garments cut in tlio castem fashion ; bui 
stili she bctnijed tlio tasto of an uncivilizcd peoplo in ber 
choice of gaudy colora, and in the fantastic way of ar» 
ran;;in;; thein. Ilcr head Avas dresscd ader tlio Orientai 
costume, with twisted band:}, the ends of whicb fell on 
her bosom. Ilcr eyebrow was uplifled, ber look eagle« 
likc, the color of ber countcnance rather brown, and, if I 
niay be allowcd the cxprcssion, slightly gilt, as wo scc in 
tlic mccs coming from the Caucasus. Ilcr manners wero 
afTcctionatc, with an occasionai dash of savage nature; 
ber candor was bold, and without rcgard to {>ersons. 

She stoppcd to look at Ettore and Ginevra, and said in 
Italian, with a slight forcign acccnt,— 

'* Ettore, you wcre talking about womcn, eh I I want 
to bear what you said." 

" Somcthing vcry dilTcrent from what womcn likc," 
answcrcd Ginevra ; *' It was ali about a dance, in whicb 
you and I would show to no advantage whatcver." 

Thcse mysterious words sharpened Zorais' curìosity, 
and Ettore had to repeat the whole story again. 

Zorais nppeared thoughtful for a moment, and thcn said, 
with a fo-ss of the head, — 

** 1 cannot understand you. So mudi ire, so mudi ado 
because the French say tliat thcy do not think mucb of 
you I It secms to me thcy liave told you so more im- 
pressivcly, whcn thcy carne to your land to consumo 
your crops, and dislodge you from your bomes. And do 
uot the Spnniards teli you the same, whcn they come to 
Italy to do wlmt the French liave dono ? The bart does 
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noi diosc the lion ooi of ina dcn, but tlic lion both draga 
tho hart out and doTOura it.** 

** ZoraÌ8| wo are net bere among bnrbtirlnns, ' whcro 
might makes right.* It would Uike me (co long to teli 
you wbat righU France han over the kingiloin. Enougli 
to eaj tbat tlie Roman Sce hóìds it tis a ficf, wliidi 
mcansi tbat sbe ìs roistrcss of it. In force of tbis riglit, 
about two bundrcd yeara ago, sbe invcstcd witb it Cbarlc8 
of Provenza, and tbe xnost Cbristian king is vcstcd witb 
the title of inbcritancc.'' 

** It Ì4 curiouH ! and wbo gave it to tbe Roman See ? ^ 

'^It was tbe gifl of Robert Guiscard, n Frcncb warrior, 
who liad gained iKM^session of it by forrxi of arms.'' 

^ Worse and worse 1 I undcrstand it stili les.% now. 
Ifl not Issaben-Jussef tbe autbor of tbe book ivbicli 
Ginevra gave to me, and wbicb I liave rcad witb grcat 
attcntion,! asfture you? 

«Yes.- 

^ Well ; he snys tbnt ali mcn are made to tbe ìmagc of 
Grod, and ran.somcd witb bis blood. I can undcrstand 
well tliat tlicre may be Cbri.stinn.s wbo, by an abuso of 
their power, takc posscssion of the property and livcs of 
their equals ; but I cannot understand bow tbis abuse ain 
be oonstrued into a rigbt to be cnjoyed by tbe cbildrcn's 
cliildrcn.'* 

** I do not know,** said Ettore witb a smile, ^ wbctbcr 
you understand nougbt or too mucb. But unlcss you 
admit tbis rigbt, wbat would become of empcrors and 
kings? and witbout tbem how could tbe world go on ?" 

IZorais sbruggcd ber sbouldcrs and said no more. Sbe 
spread a wbite towel, seentcd witb tbe frcsbness of tbe 
laundry, over epe of tbe seats, and witb tbe rcfresbments 
•he had brougbt with ber, sbe prepared a merenda. 
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^ Tlmt is good/' rcmarkcd Ettore» in ordcr to divcrt 
the tIìought3 which he read on Ginevra^s oountenanoe ; 
" Ict US havo a feast, and cnjoy ourselvcs, while we Lave 
the chance, and lei the world go as it will.'' 

** The proverb says," Fieramosca continuedy •* * ncvcr 
8peiik of the dead while jou are at toblo ' ; we will not 
ftpeak even of challcnges; let us talk of sometliing 
eheerful. We shall have feasts veiy soon. Signor Gron- 
zalo Ims prochiimed a toumey, a bull Tight, theatricaby 
balls, and grand banquctH ; a good timo is coming.** 

" WJmt do you mcan ? — and the French ? " Ginevra 
osked. 

^ And (he Fixinch will be at the fcosts witli us. A 
truce hod becn offercd, and thcy will not be such villoins 
as to refuso it. The wholo has bcen set up for the pur- 
pose of wclcoming the Lady Elvira, the daughter of tho 
grcat Captnin ; and since ho loves hor os the appio of 
bis eyc, he intcnds to bave great fcstivities." 

Ilcrc thcre was no end to qucstions, and Ettore en- 
dcavored to sntisfy thcm as bcst he could. We givo 
some of bis answcrs Icaving the reader to guess ilio 
questiona. 

— ^ Ilandsomc ? most beautiful, if common report bo 
true ; ber trcsscs like thrcads of gold.** 

— ** She will arrivo in a few days." 

— *^ Shc fcil sick in Taranto, and now that she is well, 
she is coming to join ber father.^ 

— ^ I guess he does love ber. Just think, be bas dono 
for ber what he ne ver did for bimself. Pcrlmps you 
bave board that a mutiny look placo among the Spanish 
troops in Taranto because be did not pay tliem, and 
Inigo told me that Gonzalo Mived bis lifo by miracle, 
as bo was surroundcd by the soldiers armed witli pikos. 
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Wliile tho Generili protcalcd loudly lliat Iio lia<l do 
money, one Yciar, a cn|)lain of infnntry, eried out, wìili 
impertincnt nnil BLomcful wonb, tliat hii dauglilcr (you 
will pardon me) would mnko lilm gct some. Gonznlo 
dkl not t&y a word ; tlio tumuli waa quolled, nnd nt nìglit 
qaìct njigncd a^ìn. On Lho moming Iliey gct up, lliey 
went lo tlto B(]uiirc, and irlint do you think tlicy saw? 
Captain Yciar luuiging by ilio ncck from llic window of 
Ili) own rooms. And Gonxnlo limi not taken nny notico 
of tliote «Ilo lind lerelicd (he pikcs to bis own brcost. 
Jttdgo noir, wlictber ito lovcs licr or not." 

Tlicy follotFcd tliis Irnìri of conrersnlion unti] ìt lind 
bccomo Iole. 

" It ìs timc for me to go," Ficramosca rcmnrkol ; bo 
rose, antl nccompnnicd by ibc loilics movcd slowly to- 
inird« tlio boni. Ginevra ncnt down wilh bim to tbc 
foot of ibc roek, nnd Ettore, tilcppitig into tlio boat, bnilo 
good-by to Zorais ivlio bnd not come down ; bui slic 
■carccly rcturacd tlic ralulc, and wiibdrcw. Ila did not 
mind it, and said to Ginevra,— 

" Sbo did not bear me. Iict me bo rcmcmbercd to ber. 
Good-by. God only knows wbctlicr during llicso diyn 
we con Ko codi oliicr. Itul vro'll do ilio bc^t wo eon." 
Ile plicd tlie oarg arni loft tlio i.tbinil. Ginevra regalncd 
die plalfonn, nnd llicre slie remained nppnrenily nbsoi-lwd 
in dccp tliougbl walcbing tlio two linea wliicli, divergìiig 
froin Uks prow, mnrkcd tlio wukc of tbe boul over n long 
■urìaeo of tbo water». Wbcn bIio coutd eco no moro, 
■ho cnlcrcd tbo liotiso, closcd lho door, and iccurcd it 
far tbe night, willi two bolla. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Tue fowlcrs of our own days croploy aboat tho somo 
kind of dccoys to cnsnaro birds into thcir nota as Lavo 
bccii uscd froin tho bcginning ; and mcn also bave alwajt 
bcen caught bjr about the samc kind of bait. 

But tho xnost pcrilous of ali snarcs in pcrliaps that 
which calU into play our own sdf-Iovc Don Miguel 
knew tliis ; and having found what was tlio kuno point in 
the Podestà, witli a few dcxterous strokes had him in hÌ3 
power, as we bave alrcody seen. Wlien tlio worthjr mag- 
istrate had Icfl the antechamber of Gonzalo to look for 
the servant of the G)mmunc, he revolved the mattcr in 
bis mind, indulging in a thousand most extraordinary 
thoughts ; was almost beside himself for the Joy of hav- 
ing mct a man who had promìscd him sucli amazing 
discoveries. It is true, a suspicion at timca aroso in big 
mind that perhaps ho wos a trickster ; but as ho pos- 
sessed a most cxaltcd opinion of bis own wisdom, ho con- 
soled hii'ùself with the usuai saying of those who spcnd 
their lives in being humbugged, — They cannot catch 
me. 

Ile was punctual at tho rendezvous at tho Tavem of 
the Sun. But as yet he oould not fumish any additional 
information to Don Miguel, because the servante who, in 
bis opinion, was so skilful in ferreting things out, bad 
pxxHniscd a grcat deal, dono little, and found out nothuig. 
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DnrÌDg hU Buppcr, Uu wlfe uid tho Bcn-iint-miùd soon 
obaerved that tlicro viu some mighty tliouglit wcigliìng on 
hit mind, and lite/ sionncd hini niiii so tnany questiona 
Uut be cottiti not cnt n morscl. It wos a grcat n-ondcr 
that he did not Ict tlic wholc secret out ; for it wouid bc 
» grcat dcul catiur Air n roiut to supprcss a cuugli in a 
moBt vioicnt 111, tluui for Iiìm to kccp a secret, cNpeciuII/ 
wlicn lio llMHiglit lliat ita posscsaion incrciucd liiit reimta- 
tion. Ile hod alrcody olluwcd some brokun sontencca to 
cscnpo fran hi^ 1Ì[m. ]^1i 1 I kiiow it . ■ . if yoa otiìy 
knew iti . . . if I cnii succeetl ìn a ecrtninafTuirl . . . • 
Dut llion Lo Buddenly rccovcrcd hìinaeir, becnmo frigltt- 
cned al tlio dongcr, aroso front Ilio Inblc, nnd pccviiìliljr 
Bnatdiing a lislit wcnc to UmI. 

That niglit socnicd to him ns long ns nn ago. At hut, 
dayligkt appcorcd. Ile dresscd liinisclf in n grcnt huriy, 
■nd havìng gene to the «luare, iiiKiullcd Uìrnuelf in a 
b«rhcr*s shop, whcro Don Miguel luul promiitcd to tnect 
Iiini. Ilo toolc a scat on a hcncli of tlint csliibliiihnicnt, 
whidi «OS the oceustomcd moming rcitort of liio notiuy, 
the doctor, tho apotliccary, and two or thrcc othcrs, wiac- 
aerei of Dnriettn. Ilo crosucil lii^ Icgs nnd kcpt coiilin- 
nallj shoking the foot tvliich woa dongling in the air; tho 
Icft ann wos hùd ogaìnst bis body, and tho band rciting 
on the opposilo side supported in ìis pabn the clhovr of 
the rì^t ann, wliilo ilio band altucliod to tliis bnd 
mode a dram of bis cliin, boating timo on iL Ilo kepi a 
sharp k>ok-out in cvcrf direction to cspy bis now friend 
wbea he sbould appcar ; but ns he saw no signs of him, 
be •tarcd Tocantly ot the ikios. The apothecary, tlio 
doctor, and tho rust, luul rcpeatcdly wishcd him goal 
moming but to do purpose; ho scarccljr noticcd Ifacm, 
and tbejr shrank from him ont of rcipect, and whìspcred 
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to coch othcr: <^AVliat Uic dcuce is in tho wìnd ibis 
morning ? ** Don Littcrìo Icfl thcm to thcir thoughU and 
kepi silcnL Ile liad two difTcrcnt expressions of ooun* 
tcnanco at bis command; ono most blandly humblo fbr 
tboso wbo wcro bis supcriora ; anotbcr sliarp and full of 
wrinkics for tboso wbo wcre infcrior to bim; and, as 
ali knowy tbis is tbo prccious boon givcn by Hcayon to 
evory uncommon Tool. 

Ilalf an bour baving bccn spcnt in tbis way, bo board 
a voice from bcbind bis sbouldcrSy- 
^Ecccllcnzal . • • Signor Podestà; I bope it is no 
oficnce to you ; • • • bui will you accept some of tbesc ? 
• • . tlicy bave bccn gatbci'ed wbile tbo dew was stili on 
tbcm." 

Ile tumcd around, and saw tbe gardencr of Sani' Orsola, 
Gennaro Ilofumino, wlio offurcd bim a little titbe from a 
basket of cbcrric^, wbicb be was in tbe babit of sclling, 
vfìiìì otber fruiti*, cvery morniiig in tbe squore. Ilo knew 
from cxpcrìcnccy tlmt, by offcrìng tbis tributo, bo migbt 
aAcnvanls scll as mnny os be pleascd, witb impunity, and 
witliout niucb minding tiie clcrk of tbe market. 

^ I bave somctbing else In my licad tlum tliy cbcrries,** 
nnswcrcd Don Littorio ; bowever, after taking a survoy 
of tbe basket, puHìng up bis cbecks, and Ictting tbo ool- 
lectcd air escape slowly, witli a kind of dignified contempt, 
be took two or tliree grape leaves, placed tbem on tbo 
bcncb to serve for a piate, and laid on tbem a good beap 
of tbe cbcrries, wbicb be began to eat witb an air of 
oondcseension. 

^ Tbey are nicc, are tliey noi ? Teli tbe trutb I I took 
some of tbem to Madum last evening, and sbo told me 
tbat sbe bad never tasted any better.** 
^ And wbo is tbis Madam ? ^ 
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i Ginevra; slu wlio livcs in tlio gucsu' 
rooau; And llicy tay UuU bIio ii a grcat gcntlcwomnn of 
Ifaplcat And alie luu Iwrc, I do not knovr wlicLlior it ù a 
hncband or a brotbcr, wl» Bcncs undur Signor Prospero, 
and be canta to SCO hcr nlmost ovcry day. . . ." 

Tbo gnrdoner sccmcd dìsposcd lo tnlk a grcot deal, 
bcciuue, in trulli, Iacoiiuri wna not hia mnìn TÌrtuc } but, 
DManwliilc, Don Miguel Imd arrìvcd ; nnd Btcpping bo- 
hind the Fodcstn, who luid not pcrccìvcd liim,^ 

" Hcra ve are, Signor Podcsln," lio Euid, tapping liim 
oa the sbouldcr; " it atrikcs mo lluit iìiia man con put us 
oa llie tradc ; Icnvo liìm lo me. . . ." 

And not wnìtìng for nn nnsircr, he bcgnn lo Iny anarcs 
fer Gennaro s and in a vcry short lime Iic kiicw from his 
aniwers lliat the lady wns (he idcnticul Ginevru of wlium 
ho wos in scorcli. The clcw wna found ; nll tlic rcst 
wwi 0* child'a play for him. Itut in onlcr lliat ho might 
obtoin occCM to ihc monnstcry, cxumijic the pince, and 
aminge eTcrylhing nccc$snry lo sccuro tlie woman, the 
eooperalion of the vahnnt l'oilcsla wouid bc cmincntly 
nacfuL It va» thcrcrorc iicccssnry to inspiro liim wiih 
•odi Gonlidenca u to dinikcl from his mind ony fcar 
u to Ilio rcctìtudo of liis inientions. 

no took him apart, and said : " Wo must havo n talk 
about Ihis mailer. Wait for mo nt tlie Sun Tiivcm ; in 
tlte mcnn timc, I will eoe if this wiglit cnn point lo mo 
llic young man who now nnd tlien vìkìis Ginevra." 

Don Liltcrio wcnt to tho tavem, whìtc Miguel luti the 
gardcncr to Iho guard-bousc, which wn> crowdcd willi 
offioen and luldicn, ond B«kcd him, — 

" la Ite aiDong tluim t " 

Gennaro lookod awlùk^ cspicd Fienunowa, and nid ; 
••IlHra he ia.". 
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And Don Miguel Icarncd from ono of tho fioldion that 
ho Imd found whom lio was lookin;: fon 

In iivo minutcs a(\cr, ho wns with tho Podestà at the 
tavern, wliicli at that hour was dcsertody and sat vi$<t^ 
vis at a tablo with two goblets and a dccantcr of Greek 
wine before thein. 

Don Miguel bogan to speak with a eountenanco com- 
poscd, with grcat modcsty : ^ The diseovery is suro. But 
bc'forc we go any furthcr, I havo sometliing to teli you. 
Don Litlcrio, I have sccn a great deal of tho world, and 
I pride mysclf in knowing honcst nicn at first siglit 
From the little conversation wo havo had togetlioTi I feel 
confìdcnt to assure you that a better talent than youn is 
not to bc found in the world." 

The Poilestu's eountenanco bespoke a reply to tlio 
complimcnt. 

. ^ No, no ; no thanks. ... I speak my mind. You do not 
know me. If I thought differcntly, I would teli you in 
plain words, Signor Podestà, (I beg your pardon), tliat you 
are nn ass. Thercforc, if I were an iropostor, I should 
look for somcbody else. But, as I pride mysclf in bcing 
ns rouch of an honcst man as any in the world, no matter 
who he mny he, I do not rccoil from having to do with a 
persoH who can sce vcry far. Now, I will teli you ali, 
and I do not intend that you should rely only on roj 
words ; you shall have prootH, and thcn you will bo satis- 
(Icd that you have fallen in with an honest man." 

Ilero he bogan with a rigmarolo of bis own ; tliat, in 
bis tiine, he had been a very grcat sinner ; that, to obtain 
pardon for bis misdecds, ho Imd travellcd to tho holy 
plnces of Jerusalcm ; that a hermit on Mount Lebanon 
had at last shriven him, cnjoining on him for bis penanco, 
that ho sliould travel the world for scven years^— tliat, 
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wbenerer bo mct an opportunily of doing good in onjr 
wBj whatcver, ho sboulU undcriakc it, cvcn nt Ilio perii 
of hU tife, bcin^ tatùficU witli nn liiimblo condition, — 
Uwt, lo comply «itfa liiù injunclion, lic cniploy for iho 
weUàro of mankind oli ilio Icnming he liad obl.iincd in 
bii long iniTcls tbniuglk Forgia, Sjrin, nnd K^'pl. 

"Kon," bc nddcd, "joa con undcnlnnd wliy I fcol so 
aaximu to frco tliia frìcnd of youn from liid love, nnd 
frooi ihose dangc» vbicb might pcrìt the clcnial mi- 
Talion of bis m>uI. AVell, tlicn, tbcrc U no doubt llmt 
tbat lady Ginevra of Sunt' Or«oln is ibc nomnn in qiici- 
tion. Now it mujt bc by your cxciiions tliat I slinll bu 
introduccd lo ber. You migbt fenr tbat I nm n bad ninn ; 
nnd cctlninly you could not foci unrrnnlcd in Iciiding ìnto 
ibat Itoly house n mnn wiih whoni you nrc uiiacfjuainlcd, 
and ccrtainly you tvould 1>c riglit." 

Don Litlcrio bcgnii Io move convuUivcly. 

" Xo. ... I Kiy it ngain . ■ ■ you aro pcricctly rigbi ; 
no pcrson carrìcs iho Icsliinonial of Iiis Iionesty on bi^t 
forvlicad. And llicro ara to many wickcil pc>oi>lc nlioul I 
But I will sliow to you tlmt, witb ihc bclp of Òoil, I cnii 
Gxlract Ircnsurcji from Ibc bowvU of ilio carili, break tlic 
fury of a gun^liot, nnd pcrfurm n lliouimnil ino.<t dìiricnlt 
dccds, ni you xbnll scc prcM^nlly, nnd tbat the gnin will 
bc ali on your tiilc, wiihout iny pnrtaking of nny cmiibi- 
mcnl, «atisfying mysclf wiib only so mucb m wÌII giipitort 
my frugai lifc ; and you will bc forccd io sny : ' Tbis mnn 
Goubl bc rìcb nnd live in coso ; ìnsicad of tbat lic is poor 
and ìcada a )ifc of Constant loil ; tbcrcforo wbat bc sitys 
must be Iruc, and ccrtainly bo cnnnot bc cnllcd a wickcd 
man.' One word moro and I bnvo donc ; il lina becn tbo 
«dronlagc of a grcat ninny lo luivc mct witb me ì I mìglit 
be of UH to you also. Tbink of it nnd makc np your 
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tnind quickly. Tlio pcnancc I Imvc to pcrform oonstroiiis 
me to travel incessanti/, nnd ncvcr to stop in onj onc 
plucc more than ono wcck." 

Sudi nn appeal, to whicli the Podestà listencd with 
open moutli, had the effect to makc liim feel fislmmcd 
llint he evcr thouglit evil. Ilowever, to show that he was 
a wisc man, he nnswcixHl that, if ho could liavo some proof 
of the tnith of what Don Miguel had ossertcd, ho would 
M'illingly Icnd him his aid in whatevcr he could do ibr 
him. 

Ilaving thu.s agrccd, they parted, with the undcrstond* 
ing that Don ^ligucl would come back very soon, and in 
the meantimc he would osccrtain, by some means ai his 
commnnd, whcther there was any hidden trcasuro in ibo 
nelghborliood. 

Ilnving prc'pnrcd the Podestà in this manner, and per* 
ceiving tliat hi.s plnns had turned out well, he rcsolved noi 
to lose timo, but to set the tnip at once. Ile wcnt for 
Doschcrino, and tohl him that he nceded his a&»istanco in 
the Duk(j*s scrvicc. Ile, wlio at the bare mention of Va- 
lcntino*5 nnme trcmbied like an aspen Icaf, replied, without 
cvcn asking in what kind of business he was to engagé : 
^ I am ready." Don 31 ignei, without telling him any 
more, huld to him : '* AVait for me outsido the gates whicli 
lead to the bridge of Sant* Orsola." — The commaiìder of 
the Frcnch troops having agreed to the ti*uce, the soldicrs 
enjoyed the privilege of roaming around the country* 
]k>schcrino was punctual at the rendezvous, and so was 
his guide, who overtook him with a bundle under his ann. 

If the reader had any wish to follow these two men, he 
would sce them walking along the shore to the distanco 
of about a mile beyond the bridge which unitea the island 
to the main land, then tuming lo the IcA, cnter the dense 
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tliidictii of a loncly rollcjrtiuid lialt nt n lUiIc old clturdi, 
^^Mw BlMinilonct], Uut formorl/ bitlonsiiig lo a ccntotcry. 
Bui, to «void tlio tcdiousncM of imvclliiig over tlic sonio 
mul twkc, wo wtll postpono our joumc; tliìtlicr untìl 
night. * 

About two liour* bcforo numlown, Don Miguel mmlc 
Ili* nppcnnuico lUono in tlie public miunrc, npproachcd 
ilie Podista, wlio vriu itnnding nt Ilio barbcr's itbop, niid 
wliÌi>|>crGd to liim : 

**Tlio pinco ìi found. I wìll l>c nt tlio doorof your 
bouM tlii* crcning nt ibe Iiour of llircc Do no( kccp mo 
maitìag." 

And Xrvìy, nt ilio uppointcd liour Don Miguel xrns nt 
llie door. Tlio PMlo^ln cnmc out, sliut iho door ngniu ta 
gcnlly ai Iic coiild, iiral moving on in siicncc, wiili lìglit 
ilepn, lliroiigli slrucU nnd Innu^ in lotnl dnrkncM— ihcro 
wero no ttrcH:! lumi» in tliosc lime»— tlicy eoon wcrv out 
«f town. 

On, on tlicy ivcnt. Tlic; licnrd llic clock slrikc four 
froni Ilio cosilo, I)ut llic Muiid vei\s ìieavy, huIhIuuI (m it 
wcre by Ibc wind wliìcb caitìciI il. Thcy Iiiul nlrcndy 
poMcd Snnt' Orsoln, nnd, asccnding from ilic tiliorc, wcrc 
npproncliing llic riclccly old ctiurcb. It vob a dcscrtcd 
Irnct, l>nrn;n, covcrcd only wiili cluitipa of du'nrT bromblcf, 
witici) bccnmo more nnd moro wild as thcy grcw. Tlio 
|mth Ihcjr biul folloudl vctu roon lotit in mnd, in wliicli 
ibfty onnlc ulxivc llicir nnklc* ; now nnd tlicn thcy coma 
ncrou bcda of (orrcnts, dry, nnd full of grnvcl niid uT 
larga elonca rollcd on by tlio wntcra ; but tho twu imral- 
Icra, DB tlicy ovcrcnmQ nll iIicfc obMucIc^ wore in n vory 
diScront mood of mind. 

Don Miguel, ncGURlonicd lo Iravcl moro nt night ilinn 
by d>ylight,I>roccedcd wilh a iure ilop. ITa oompnnìon. 



ETTOB£ FIERAIIOSGA. 185 

who had not pcrliajtt bcen oot of town after sunsct twioe 
in là.4 wliolc lìA% fdt liU brcath growing Ui* <, lookcd 
aTX>tin(l, and in lii.s own mind cursccl tlio moment he lìod 
loA hld liouM? ; and, to teli tlie tnitli, lie liod Icft it in an 
ovìl liour. IIìs imagination bocamc cxclted, and Iiìa hcart 
was a prcj to a tliousand foons not the least of wliidi 
was (luit he was alone, away from anj liousc, and in com* 
pnny wìth a man of wliom, after ali, he knew absolutcljr 
nodilng. 

Siili, from time to time, lie endcavorcd lo fulgn counigc, 
and liummctl threc or four «jllables -» he eould not 
mu<tor stren^Ii onougli for a fiftli onc ;-— tlien ho imag* 
im\l ho hcard some noise from tlie thickcts ; once in tho 
lìj*ht of a doudctl moon he thouglit he saw the figure of 
u man lurking in tlic sliadow, hut it afterwards provod 
lo Ih' ilio tmnk of a tree or a rock ; ihen ngain he apprc* 
hondi'd ho mì;:ht moct some fonn or vi:»ion of dopnrtcd 
spirìr<^ and >voiild montalty rcfieat some pnijer. In tliis 
k\ppy Tramo of mind llioy cmei^gcd from tlie underwood 
Ulto 0|va >|«tut.\ in the mid>t of which tho little clitirdi 

M\KHh 

i^ut^ido tho door woa^ piùnietl skclotons bolt uprìght, 
wìth mìt^o:^ tìunts and orown.< on thcir heads, mid liold- 
in^ in thoir kuub llvin;; M*rolLs on whidi werc writti*n 
l^iùu xoi^'S >uo)i ait — 7«Kf/«' moriMt qni m Domino mo- 
ri\HfHr^ or Mìsfrcmmi w^ù cto. ; and altlioiigli in tlic 
i^HKMdi;:ÌU tho lotlor» a^uU scartvlv he mul, stili tlie forme 
s4' i1kvm> tìj:niv« ^hich wore {dainlv risiUo prodtiocd a 
);<\\a imi^ivjLxÌKMU lX>n Mipiol took out a lantem, and 
>\«%x uUmk «loppin^; owr the thresltokL Tlie Podestà 
Wl «top^Hxl a few iKioo;» hchind, and undc»tanding tho 
^t\^iìoi\ \Mi' liii con)|M\nìon« lot tlio exclamatìon ** hero 1 * 
V*o«s)mi t\wiu hi* h|^ hi a tono «o plaintivc and 00 full of 
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terror, that the ihin and livid lips of Don Miguel curlad 
wìtb a (tnilc. 

" It beliti US Row to havc a slout hcart, Signor Podestà, 
because in auch placca os tlicac notliing is oblitincd bj 
feùr i on tlto oontniry, fuar miglit prove tlio Gourcc or acri- 
oiu cvils. Your frìond is at work in Uic nnroo of God, 
and to prove to you lliat in tlutt namo only lic controla 
Uio Rouls of tlic dcpnrlcd, Ict us bcgin witli pmycr." 

Ile knclt doivn, and bcgnn to run tlirougli tlia Miterere, 
and tbo Ifiei Ira, lo uliicli Don Liltcrio cndcnvorcd lo 
answcr oa veli as liu coulil, vowing in liia owrn hcart, tliat 
if he oinio out of iLo odvcnturc nlivc, he viould kccp a 
■trìct faat on llic ove of All-Soula. "WLcn llicy liad dono 
praying ihey arow. Tlic slmtiLTcd nnd rottcn door, ivliicli 
Bcarccl}' kt-pt logvilicr on llic rusly Itingca, jiclded, and 
olmost full to ilio floor al a kìck from Don Migucl'a fooL 
In advoncing, ilivir clollicit nere tom hy the langicd brìara 
wbich cneumbcrcd llic cn trance. 

Boncs of llie dead wcro Hcallcrcd ali over tlic floor. 
A bicr crumbling to piccca and rcduced to dust ìiy tlio 
wood-tvorms, togctlicr with sonio sp-idcs, buildlcd togvtlicr 
in a corner, und used God alone knows wlicn, wcrc tliu 
onlj fumituro in llie pince. Ilundrcds of bnta, alartled 
bj tlto liglit cnrrìcd hy iho intrudere, flew nround in grcat 
confusion, with slirielca, flapping llicir tvlngs against Ilio 
wolla, and at lost took rcfuge in a Gotliic stceplc, wliicb 
aroso nt ilio aidc of the aliar. 

Tlic [dacc, the solilude, and tUo late liour, if t\icy were 
not aneli circunistanccs as lo slrtko willi teiTor, wcrc un- 
doubledly calculalcd lo ìnapiru any ono wii]i profound 
•olctanity ; and tbo unforlunato Don Liltcrìo, wlio whcn 
tbo aun VOI higli abovo tlio liorison luul tlwught of tlic 
moment wilhout anj fcar, now whcn lie found bimMlf iN 
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ilio situation, rcalizcd most distinctly tho diSèrenoe be- 
twcon wonls and dccds. 

Ile wos looking ai the bonca under bis feet, ai dio 
walU green with dompnessy and in diflTerent placca stili 
covercd with old [Miintings ; and thero he stood, upright, 
in the centrcy witli his hands clasped togetlicry waiting for 
the end of this infcmal mystery. 

Don Miguel placcd on the floor a little bundlo he had 
carricd witli him. Ile took out a conjuring booky and 
having put on a black stole, marked ali oirer with caba- 
lìstic chamctcr^y bogan with a rod to inark a cirdc, ac- 
companying llic action with a tliousand mummerìcs. He 
marked an cntrance in tlie circle, and told the Podestà to 
pass tlirough it witli tlie loA foot forcmost. Ile then took 
up the pentade in liis band, and bcgan to mutter words 
in Grcck, Latin, and Ilebrew, now calling on hundnkls 
of demons by virtuo of the Klemal, now raising and 
ag:iin lowcring the toncs of his voice, and ai times making 
pauscs, during which tho echocs of his words dicd awaj, 
rumbling tlirougli the vault. Some bat would occasionallj 
daiih by tho cliccks of Don Litterio, who stood tliero 
shrinking and shnking, tho very imngc of despair* Ilo 
fcaretl lest tlie originals of tliose picturcs on tho walls 
outsido mighc, at any moment, come out of their gravcs» 
and he praycd to God in gnod camest to bave mercy on 
him, and to render fruitless the incantations of his tcrriblc 

E com]>anion. 

I ^ As he was tliero on his knces rccommending himself 

' to God, ho felt a tap on the shouidcr ; he raised his cycs 

^ and saw a lurìd light shining from the corner under tho 

ttceple, and a human fona, wrapped in a winding-sbeet, 

ttucli as dead bodics aro covcred with, slowly cmcrging 
Ihun a bolo. 
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The apparìtion stood motionless, oiìd wc nccd noi bbj 
how the Major rcmaincd. Don Miguel stooped down to 
his ear, and «aid to liim : 

^ Hallo! havo courage; now is the moment to show 
youraelf a man of stout heart ; quick, be up, ask what 
you wisli." But to no nvail ; the Podestà could neither 
move, nor answer, nor even brcatlie. 

Don Miguel then spoke a few words of an unknown 
tongue to the apparition, which madc no answcr, but slow- 
ìj rmsed its arm, pointing to a tomb the stono of which 
had alreadj been half rcmoved. 

^ Do you undcrstand ? Ile means that if wo dig therc 
we shall find as many florins as will salisfy us." 

But tlie wrctch sccmed not to bear. Seeing tliat there 
was no hope of rousing him, Don Miguel went to the 
tomb, and very easily let himself down. In a little while 
be came out with an earthcni vessel half coverei! with 
dirt, and approaching the spot to which the Podestà was 
rìvetted, emptied before him a largo sum of golden coins, 
or sudi as at least appeared to be gold, which fell on the 
ground without having any virtuo to bring the breath 
back to him who liad cxposed liimself to so much hard- 
ship to obtam tlicm. 

Tlie last coin had scarcely fullen on the hcap, when 
the door was burst oi^en and fell with a crash on the 
floor, and in bolted ilAeen or twenty ribald fellows armcd 
with pikes and partisans* To pouit their wea[x>ns at 
the brcasts and throats of tlie two men was tlie work of 
an instanL 

Don Miguel had scarcely timo to grasp with his band 
the hilt of his sword, when, feeling four or five blades 
rìpping his cape and pricking his skin, he was obligcd to 
keep stili, othcrwise he would bave been dispatched. 
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Tho Podestà was alrcady so much frìghtenod| that ibis 
new occurrcnco madc no imprcssion whatever on him. 
Tlicrc he rcmained witli Iiis eyes dlstorted, his licad sank 
betwccn ìns shouldcns his Imnds clasped, and with an 
involuntary movement, pressing togethcr thoso iingcrB 
of his, long and emaciateci, so violenti/, that the nails 
cntercd tlie skin, and said with a voice half chokcd : 
^ Kill me not, I am in mortai sin." * 

The lantcm had been uptumed in tho confusion, and 
thrcw its light upon that strango company, which, (hav- 
ing for a nìoment i*cmaincd stili, to make suro tliat the two 
prlsoncrs eouid not and would not defend tliemselvcs,) 
iippearcd comix>scd of that sort of infamous outlaws, 
>vho in those times wero callcd adventurers. Wo now 
cali thcm assassins, and in fact thcy wcre nothing else in 
that agc ; but that name was givcn tlicn, to designate tlioso 
bands composcd for the most jiart of soldiers who had 
dcscrtcd thclr standards to unite under ono chicf, and 
who pillngcd the country around, doing as much cvil as 
thcy had opiK)rtunity. 

Some wcre protcctcd witli cuirasses, some had on 
hcadpiccc:) of iron, others wcre armcd witli poniards or 
knivcs; inany woro liats in the shape of cones, over 
which wcre sccn flying plumcs or ribbons. Many woro 
sandals of goat-skin, instcad of shocs, to be bettcr enablcd 
to climb mountains^ 

We nccd not portray their faccs. Sccn by the lìglit 
of that lantcm, with bcardt) and moustaches of great 
Icnglli, unkcmpt and uncombcd, thcy lookcd like so many 
devili Ict loose. 



!1 



* Kvcn at tlio prcseiit day tlio brigonds in tho Campngna Romana 
mako aii appeal liko tliid to cscapo doatli at tho hnndH of Uiom whom 
thoy haTO attackod on tho highways. Tho author rcmombcn an as- 
iasiin who, by an appeal oTthls kind, tavod himsolf flnom being klUod. 
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One among them, cUshing on tlto floor llic portiiian lie 
beM Bt tbo lliroat of iho Podcsln, ninlclicd from liim and 
bù compnnion llie orma tlicy lind at llwir eiilcs, nnd shook 
thdr garmcnta to Bce wlicthcr llicjr liod any more vrcap- 
mu conceaW on llicir pcrsons. 

Durìng tliD moloc, tlio opporìlion, llirotring awnjr tlio 
•bcd, bad bccomo a man of lliìs worid ngain, nnd feeling 
Uuit tlicro ma no lime lo l-jstt, lind etimlicil up the slcc> 
pie, and ailting on n joist, liolding liimstlf fast hy mmu 
projccting stoncfl, waa on tlie nlcrl wniting for a propi- 
tioiM moment lo makc liU cscape j and llius concenkil 
in tlto dark, Iio wos nblc to walcli ilio procecdingzi of iluit 
night of tiorrors. 

Mcanliinc, Iho chief of tììOM: onilawii, a ^rniith of nboiit 
seTCntccn, but of fenrful counienanec, of robiist framc, 
liaving a rcar whicli nin iIjc wholc Icn^tli of ìih furchead 
and rai^ the cycUron-s nn indi Iiìghcr, swtmg sudi a 
kick imo llic sidcs of Ihe l'odcsia, in ordcr to mnko hìm 
riìH!, that lie gnvc a monn Ilko onc who hnd lost tlie 
power of epcoch. Xo Licllcr opccifìc eouid be ndoplcd lo 
curo him of his astoni :tlimcnt ; lic rose, not ivniling for a 
Mcond doM, nnd bcin» drawn to ono kìiIc svilii lìon lli- 
guct, tliey wcro lied tip nnd plnccd undur giiard of $oroo 
of tho band, whilo ilio ollie» wcro Inkiiig up and coimt- 
ìng tlio goM bj ihc liglit of tlio Inntem. AAcr duing ihi^, 
tlicy placol thcir booty in a Icallicm poueli, tvliicli ilio 
chiefìain carrieU nt liis Liclt, nnd ali wctit oul, Inking llicir 
prìjoncr« ìn tho midst, and vrnrning llicm, in sucb cour- 
Icoiu tcrms aa only tiicmnclvcs could coniiiinnd, itiat llicy 
slioukl wnik fu«t if lli^y wiiilicd not lo la^tc tlio i>oÌnl9 of 
llicìr da^gera. 

After having procccdcd lialf a milc up llic bill, ihcy 
ballcd ut a placo wlicro tlicro was no inico «luilovcr of 
any palh, and blindfolded bolh tlteir captircs. 
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Tlio fright Imd mado the Podestà rcoovcr hU voice, 
aiid lic bcggcd (òr mcrcy Ijko a cliild ; ilio outlaiirs mado 
mcrry ai his cxpcnsc, but did not hurt hiin. 

But Don Miguel, who, during tliat rcspitc, tliought of 
the worst ihat miglit Imppcn, muttered betwcen hb tccth : 

" lìy > we liavc got it 1" — Ilo attcmptcd to cntcr 

iiito some treaty, in ordcr to bc rclcascd; but os ho 
uttcrcd tlio first word, a blow frani a fist which mado 
hiin swallow a couplo of ìiì» tecth, hushcd hb voice* Aa 
he could neithcr sec nor talk, he listcncd intenti/. Ho 
heurd the thievcs talking of dividing the moncj ; thej 
spoke ulso of a ransom, aiìd dcbatcd among themseivcs 
which of the two would bring moro money. From tho 
discordant accenta, which scemed to bclong to various 
dialccU, nll Itnlinn howcvcr, he took notlce of ono 
which had a forcign sound, and he took it for Ger- 
man ; but in the midst of his obscrvntions, he fclt him- 
sclf lided up by many arnis, and thcn placed on tho 
shoulders of two mcn, who scemed to go in a diffcrent 
direction from the company, but whither he could not 
divine. 

Thcy travclled more than an hour, with many halts, 
during which the prisoners wcro thrown down not vcry 
gcntly, wliilo tho carriera rested. Don Miguel bcgan 
gi*eatly to dislike tho game ; he had grcat horror, vcry 
naturai cven to a man of courage, of being butchercd 
llke a dog by those ruiTians ; and it was no joko to bo 
ticd up so tightly, and to bc carried on tlie backs of 
thoso soldiers, hb limbs resting on tho pointed anglcs of 
tlieir armor. 

At last thcy came to a standstill. A heavy door was 
hcard to oi>en. They cntcrcd, and the door closcd ngain 
on ita hin^es bchind their backs. Ilcrc tlic »hacklo3 
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were takcn irom Don Miguel, the bnndagc from bis cyes, 
and Le foand himsclf in n room, into wliicli n little liglit 
of tlie moon found its way through a fìssurc. In n coi^ 
ner thcre was a door, low and hcavy, wcU gunrdcd 
witli bolts. li was opcncd, nnd a voice gave ordcr to 
Don Miguel to go in. Ile stoopcd to cntcr, and wliilc 
he Btcppcd forward, feeling with his foot >vhctlicr thcre 
wcrc steps, a thrust from the butt of a pikc bchind, seni 
him sooncr than he vrishcd to the bottoni of the narrow 
stairs, and with so mucli hurry that he could noi rcckon 
with himsclf as to the numbcr of stcps he hnd desccndcd. 
A hcavj boli which was drawn across the door with a 
grating notsc, convinced Don ^lignei that he would bave 
no chance of making his cscnpe hy the wny he had cn- 
tered. 

Tho place was cntirely dark. Ile first felt of his 
mouth, whidi nchcd cxcccdingly from the blow he had 
leceivcd ; his hnnd:$ wcre mois^t, (of cour.<o he kncw it 
was blood,) and he discovercd that fixim that day for- 
ward he would bave to dcpcnd not on thirty-two, but only 
on thirty tecth. 

** Ilad the dcvil dono his duty, and chokcd thcc along 
with thy fathcr, theso would not bave bccn sown in the 
woods.** Such was the rcmark he made thinking of him 
who Imd put him up to that undertaking. 

Stili he endcavored to cnoourage himsclf, and groping 
about the place with outstrctchcd arms, he tried to (ind 
cut what kind of a place he was in. Ile pcrccived that 
a little light entercd fix>m a hole high up ; and he thought 
he board the sca dashing against tho exterior walL 
With his feci he felt there was some Straw in a corner ; 
he Ihrew himsclf down upon ir, and disposed himsclf to 
await tbe issuo of his adventurcs. 
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CIIAPTER X. 

Tue rcadcr ncctU noi to bc told tlmt ìt wos Ilio capo* 
squadra Boschcrìno who Imd [>crsonatcd the plionlom 
under ilio stccplc. 

But wc must inform liim how it happcncd tbat a band 
of advcnturcra was ready ai band to intcrrupt tbo pbins 
of Don Miguel. It happcncd tlius : 

Don Littorio had a liandsomc and buxom scrvant 
maid) whoso prcscncc in -the family had mado pooplo 
cntcrUiin scrious doubts about the intcgrity of liis con- 
nubinl faitb. The girl bad humorcd tbo quinquagcn- 
urinn advanccs of tiio master, but bad not bccn proof 
agninst tbc addrcsses of a groom >vbo livcd in tbc bousc. 
Tlirougb tbc cbannel of tbis love tbo secret of tbc mas- 
ter^s going tbat nigbt to dig a trcasurc, was communicaled 
to tbc groom. 

Ile bad fricnds among tbo men of tbo band of Pictrac- 
cio — tbis was tbo namc of tbo cbicf outlaw, «- and bo 
impartcd to tbcm tbo communicution on sucb terms tbat 
if tbc trcasurc werc found, he sbould bave part of ìt, 
instead of its going wbolly into tbo mastcr's pockets. 

It now becomo^ neccssary, bcforo wo join company 
with Don Miguel again, to givo to the rcader an account 
of tbo placcs in wbicb tbo scencSi wbicb wo aro about to 
relate, wcro cnacted. 

At the head of tlic bridge, wbicb Icd to tbo little island 
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of Sani* Orsola, stood n towcr, square, massive, and vciy 
mudi lìko tliat sccn bj travcllora on Ponte Nomentano 
OS thcj go from Rome to Sabina. Tlie issuc from tho 
bridge was guanlcd hy a hcavj gate, a portcullis wbicli 
was let down as tbe occasion might rcquirc, and a draw- 
bridge. A narrow winding stair Icd tbe way to two 
8torie8 above in wbicli a commandcr and liis soldicrs 
werc lodged, and on tbe top tbere was a tcrracc, fringed 
witb merlons, from amidst wbicb tbe muzzles of two fal- 
eonets were seen protruding. 

Tbe Abbcss of tbe Monastery, investcd witb baronial 
rìgbts, kepi tlicre a company of cigbty men on foot, pikes 
and arqucbuscs, over wbom commondcd one ^lartin 
Scbwarzcnbacb, a Gcrman, an advcnturcr, wbo found it 
better for bis interest to Icad a lazy lifc at tlmt |x>st, wcU 
poid and better fed, tban to go about pcriling Iils lifc in 
battles and campaigns, in wbicb bis cxpcricnce bad 
taugbt bim tbat oflcntimcs tbe plcasure of ili using and 
robbing pcople bad bcen marred by a bullct from an 
arqucbusCy or by tbe biade of a partisan. Ile liad tlircc 
ruUng passions : to kccp aloof fram blows, to stcal, and 
to drink as mucb wine of Puglia, as could be pourcd into 
bis belly, wbicb in capacity was noi vcry unlìke a barrcL 

YoQ migbt bave rcad in bis eountcnance tbcse babits 
of bis lifo ; tbe first two in a pair of eyes cqually full of 
oovetousness and cowardice ; tbe lattcr in a flaming ver- 
milion color, wbicli, wbile tbe rest of bis face was of a 
livid paleness, was oonoentrated entirely in bis nose and 
cbeeks. Ilis board was tbin, and in color liko tliat of 
a goal, tlie lips of a purple bue, and bis body seemed 
built for tlie fatigue of a soldier's lifc, bad noi bis de- 
baucbed babits broken down at tbe ago of forty years a 
firmino ibat migbt bave lastcd to tbat of sevcnty. 
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Ali tho dutics of this man*8 lifc oonsistcd ia dosing the 
gate at night. Thcrc was notlùng to fcar from tlio troops 
thcn nt war in tho ncighborhood ; thcy liad no hostilo in- 
tcntions against tho Monastcry. Tho bands of outlaws 
who overran tho country would not havo dared to attack 
a strong tower guardcd by cighty incn and two falconcts. 
But thcro was also anothcr reason why Martin Scliwar- 
zcnbach should not fcar any intcrruption in his slumbcrB, 
although he was surrounded by such swarms of ruflians* 
The Abbcss had hired han to gunrd tho monastery ; but 
he did not belicve that ho was thereby bound to bc the 
gnardian and protcctor of tho ducats, tho florins, goods, 
and chattcls of tho pooplo living in tho ncighborhood, or 
of the propcrty of thoso who happened to travcl tbrough 
it. Ilowcvcr, as he could not with any dccency go and 
dive into the pockcts of tho pcoplc, ho had (to use a 
modem phrasc) takcn a sharo in the stock managcd by 
Petraccio, and Icnt him aid, detailing some of his meo 
to help him, as the occasion might rcquirc. Ilo would 
scerete money, goods, and even persona, whencver thcro 
wnis a prospect of rich i*ansom. 

And these oi)cnitions wero carried on so aiutiously 
thal the sufTcrers would lay chargcs on any one but I^Lir* 
tin, who was only lookcd upon as the grcatcst to|>er of tho 
land. 

Don Miguel had now fallcn into Uiis man's dutchcs* 

Ile had been niking his brains the wholo night to guess 

what placo ho was in, but could not corno to any satis- 

factory conclusion. At the first break of day ho Imd 

heard tho guns from the rock of Barletta firo thrce 

timcs, as was tho custom cvery moming; ho cndeavorcd 

to clinib up to tho loop-hole, through which a littlo light 

cntcrcd into tho dungcon, but tho spimelo was so much 

7 . 
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encambered with ivy iliat only a email traci of tlic water» 
could be 6ccn. In a little whilo he saw the ganlencr of 
Sani' Orsola rowing a sinall boat with a load of vcge- 
tables ; tbcn be felt suro that he was in the dungcons 
of the tower gnarding the cntrance to the ]Monastcr7. 

Just 08 he liad let himself down from bis uncomforta- 
ble position, the prison-door was opencd, and two of the 
rufiians oii guard ai the tower ordered him out, to appcar 
beforo the Captala. 

That worthy was half rouscd from bis slccp, and being 
stili undressed, 8at on the side of a couch with a desk 
before him, encumbered with the rcmnants of a late 
caroosal. There was a rack running ali along the wall 
<m wbich were hung pikcs, cross-bow9, arqucbuses, iron 
ooats-of-mail| and anns of various kinds. Ilo lookcd at 
Don Miguel as he cntcrcd, squinting bis cycs as if he 
found hard work to uplift the ilabby and wrinklcd cyc- 
lids ; and bcating timo on the iloor wilh the hccl of one 
of his sbocsy he said to him,— 

'^Thou must know, Sir Thou, as I don't know thy 
name, that whoever spends a night at my inn must pay 
a hundrcd golden ilorìns, of ten livrcs cach, of the alloy 
of the mint of Florence, or of San Marco, just as he 
pleascs. Otherwise a rope witli a stono at his ncck, and 
a bath in the sea, will take him his way scot-free* 
Wbich dost thou prefer ? ** 

'^What will be the bcst for me will not prove the 
same to thce ; ** was the dignified rcply of Don Miguel. 
^Yesterday evening, you took two of us prìsoners, bui 
we were not alone in the small chapci. There was some 
one whom you bave not seen ; bui he Ims scen thy party 
and be knows tbee, and thy ruHian deeds are known in 
Barletta by ibis bour ; and in a short timci thou, noi I, 
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will havc to bathc in tho sco, unless, howcvcr, thou dost 
know Iiow to prcvcnt thrco or four hundrcd Cotalans or 
Slradiotli rix>m brcaking down tho gato of tbis towcr, or 
unlc5s thou canst provai! on thcm to liang thoc from ono 
of yon mcrlonsy instcad of wcdding theo to tho wator, — 
whìchy as I pcrceivcy thou would^st tasto for tho first timo 
in thy lifc.'* 

The last idea was suggcstcd to him at tho sight of a 
quartcr cask of wlnc, whicli was kept by tho Gemian 
ut the head of bis bed, in pUicc of cross or rclics. 

A rcpiy given with so much arrogancc, raisod tho 
anger of the constabloi ^vho, puUing bis cap over bis cyesi 
said, — 

^ If thou thinkest that thou art dealing with a boy, and 
can frighten me with thy bravadoes, I will teli tlice, at first, 
thal I bclievc thec not, and then even were thy Albani- 
ansy or whatevcr the devi! thou dost cali them, to come, I 
am in a |K>2>itIon not to fear them, or the water, or Uio 
inerlon.s. . . . And I don't know what keeps me from 
liavìng tliec hookcd by the throat. But I prefer tho 
sound of thy florlns, rather than to let the crows come 
and pick at thy eyes. Tiicn let us come to it and bc- 
stir; there are tho implcmcnts for writlng; order tho 
casli to be paid, and tlien go where thy ili luck will cany 
thee." 

Don Miguel did not appeur to bo in a burry to rcply, 
but he looked at the man with the attitude of one, wlio 
fcaring nauglit for himself, was stili in doubt whether he 
should tako tho matter as a joko or in eamest. The 
Captain began to show anger, and seemed to be indmed 
to carry out bis thrcats, but at last Don Miguel re- 
plied : — 

^ Constable, thou likest fiorins, and wine pleases thee 
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alao ; thou must ncccU be a boon oompanion. Of coursc, 
that 18 alwajs the cose with a good soldicr ; mischicv- 
ouSy a gluttoDi and witbout dcvotion. Bui wlmt the 
deril makes you co cross? Listcn, wc must bc good 
frìends. TruCy thou sbouldst bc mndo lo pay for the 
night thou hast givcn me; and wcrc it not • . • ^vcll, 
I pardon thcc, and in its stcad I will put ihcc in the wny 
of making money." llerc ho tunicd towards the two 
men, who had led him in, and hcld him stili by the arms. 
''Say, my kdsy bave you nothing to do? You kccp 
bere at my sliouldeni liko the two thicvcs by our Lord ! 
6oy my boy»" ho addcd, disentanghng himself from ono 
of tbcm, and slapping him pUiyfully on the check ; then 
ridding himsclf of the othcr in the sarac wny : ** Go, bc- 
gone thou aUo, thcro is no nccd of thce ; I csm stand by 
myself. Meanwhile go and kccp a look-out on tlie Bar- 
letta road, sce if any body is coming. It takcs so long 
to arronge a little business with this lord of yours ! You 
8oe yoursclves I bave no nrms about me, nnd I do not 
mcan to swollow him with an empty stomoch ; marry, 
it wouUl tnke a stomach far worse thnn yours." 

The soldicrs wcro puzzlcd at so grcat assurancc, os 
much as Martino wos, and thcy lookcd up to him to rcad 
bis thoughts about the mattcr. Ile noddcd with his head, 
and the soldicrs led. But when he found himsclf alone 
with Don Miguel, he took the prccaution of standing up, 
and ho kept his sword witliin rcach. 

** Conestabile I thou hnst askcd a hundrcd florins in ron- 
■om for my person ; I did not think I should be valucd at 
•o k>w a rate ; and to tcacli thce how to valuc the like of 
me, I oficr thce two hundrcd I " Tlie Tcuton opencd his 
eyes wide, and his mouth was watering. ** Yes, two bun* 
drod| and this would be the Icast. . • • Iladst thou the 
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appcaranco of a man on wliom I could relj for judgmcnt 
and fìdclitjy I woiild put thco in the waj to strike a good 
blow, eh I But ìt Ì8 out of the question ; it necds a maa 
quick to acty of ready vrords, silcnt in tlie proper tirnCy — 
in n word, not a man with a parsnip foco and tboso two 
dead eyes of thine, which have as much meoning as mush 
seosoncd with oil.** 

Martin thought he was drcaming as he listencd to 
words of 60 much impertinencc, nnd he indulgcd in a 
thousand suspicions that pcHuq>s he had in hid power a 
prlncc or some gi^eat man in di.sguise ; but he could not 
rest on any thought, and unahle to bear bcing mado so 
little of, in liis own court, answered,— > 

''But in the name of God, or the Devirs — maj ho 
carry you ! — who are you ? what do you want ? Si>caky 
bccau.se I am tircd, and I ani no mau's fool.^ 

" Kasy, easy, and liavc good manncrs, because if I get 
nngry, 1*11 »ay no more, and it will be tlio worse for 
you. Know then ..." 

A soldicr cntercd, and intcrruptcd Don Miguel, say- 

i"g» — 

'' Concstabile ! thcre is dust rising on the road from 

Barletta ; tlicy ap|>oar to be mountcd mcn ; at leost so 

says Sandro, who can see the farthcst of ali.** 

The German was rouscd, lookcd at the prisoner, who 
smilcd maliciou.sly, and rcmarked, — 

^ Thcre ! I have sold you. But bave no fear. Be on 
the alcrt ! and it will end wcll. Go,** he added to tlie 
eoldicr ; '' and if thcre is any ncwa, let m know it. Tlien, 
OS I was tclling you, know that tliere is a pcrson in yon 
monastcry, who would much ratlicr be out in tlic world 
ci\joying henself, tlum be forevcr stumbling against crosscs 
and blcsscd candlea ; I need not mention to you by whom 
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she U kepi tlicrc. Wc must go to work in a carcful way. 
If then, some night or otlicr, a boat sliould npproacli thcsc 
sbores with fivc or six mcn for the purposc of sctting hcr 
freelanci tbc Cunc$tnbilc sliould hcar some dogs bark, 
and some slcndcr voice cry for mcrcy, (tliou knowest 
well tbat women alwajs cry two hours bcfoi*c thcy are 
touchcdy) Ict bim not be disturbcd, Ict him imaglnc it was 
a dream» tum over the othcr side, and kccp on snoring ; 
and ibis little service wiil bring to him, as if raincd fit>m 
tbe skics, five bundrcd ncw florins from the mhit of San 
Marco^ or from that of the lily, just as he hkes: and 
morever it might give him a commission far bcttcr thnn 
tlie one be bas now from thcse devotces." Such an oflcr 
phccd poor Martin in grcnt dunger of loslng the only 
good quality he had mixcd with so much bathics;*, namcly, 
tbat of bcing fuithful to those who paid him. ]]ut that 
law by wbich nolhing in this workl can be pcrfectly good 
and nothing totally bad, savcd liim from a total wi*cck, and 
be made a reply with the intcntion of showing i*c$cnt- 
ment; but bis word;5 bctraycd disappointmcnt rathcr 
tban anger:—- 

** Martin Schwarzcnbach has hcld commissions in ]\Ii- 
lan, Venice, and from the Kmperor, and never h;i8 he 
betraycd bis employers. The Abbess of Sant' Orsola 
bas paid him in full to the last day of Dcccmbcr 1^03. 
If your bonor is some . . • how do I know ? . . . some 
Signore . • • or if you are making levies for some Italian 
prinec, and you wish to biro me, well, let us talk about 
it ; I will parade mj company in your presence ; thcy 
are tliirty muskcts and fiAy pikes, and ali of tbe age from 
twenty to forty ; and as rcgards tbe quality of tbe armor, 
yoa wouU not miss tbe tongue of a buckle. If we can 
•gree oa terms, we will bo ready for you on tbe Ist of 
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Januaiy 1504, if you wisli it, and will 8tonn tlie Monastcìy 
and curry tlicra ali ofl» cvcn to tlio cook. Bui beforo that 
timo, as long as I liavc a cliargo of powdcfi or the biade 
of a RtilcKo, no pcrson wlll harm ono liair on the bcad of 
tlic nun.s or of the last lay-sistcr." 

^ And cnn you, Sir ^lartin, bolicvo for a moment that 
I do not know what the dutics of a man ofyour station in 
lifo are ? Can you belicve tliat I would darò to make 
8uch an infumous proposition to you ? You don*t know 
me. The person of whom I spcnk U ncither nun nor 
lay-sistcr, and she is just as mudi connectcd >ivitli tho 
monastcry as the liarrcl which you keep tliero at your 
nosc. God blcss your soul I you must be a dover man 
indeed, whcn you know tliat only a fool will run when he 
can as well wnlk at bis case ; and when you can slumber 
away snugly Indoors with lialf a goblct of Greck winc» 
you must be crazy to prefer slccping in the open air and 
with a cold stomnch ; and when it falli in your way to 
pocket fi ve hundrcd florins without labor, with the good 
will of others, and with no offence to God, you must think 
that sudi good chnnces will not be as plenty as berries. 
• • . AVcll, if thcre is nny scuse lefl in you, wc can 
arrange matters; make up your mind, bccause these 
horscuiun will be bere bcfore long." 

Like most honcst men, Martin could compromise 
with bis virtue ; so he rcplicd : — 

.''If thcre is no question of nuns, then it is quito 
another afFair." 

Don Miguel was dcbating in liis own mind whether 
he should then revcal the namo of the woman whom ho 
wishcd to abduct ; but whilo thcre was a lull in their con- 
Tcrsation, thcy wero intemipted by an altercation going on 
at the door of the roomi bctween two soldiers and an old 
woman. . 
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^ The dcvil chokc thcc, accurdcd hunchback ; no matter 
wbo is inside» it U no business of thine ; the Coìie$labile 
ha» other afiairs lo nttcnd to tluin lo listen to thcc.** 

Such was the loud rcply niadc by one o^ the soldiurs to 
an old woRian, ^'hom he cndeavorcd to kccp nway fix>m 
the door ; she was of smali size, vcry much crookcd, 
and liad two cyes of the color of mothcr-of-iiearl set in 
scarlet. She was half inside the door ; but tlic soldior 
luid stili hold of her at that |>oint whcre llic ncck joins 
with tlie siiouldcrs, and pullcd the skin so that her moutli 
had lx!0ome distorted on one side the icngtli of three 
inches. . The old wench scratchcd the 6oldier*8 hand with 
her fingers which sccmcd made of stccl, and thereupon 
he Ict go his hold so suddcnly that she fcll Hke a re- 
Icascd spring on Don Miguel, on whom she upheld her- 
selfy and tlius was saved fix>in a blow aiined at her back 
by tlie soldier's list, and it was by good luck alone that she 
escaped it. 

''Take that, thou bastard/' she said, turning to the 
soldier, who sucking the blood from the scratch slie had 
inflicted upon liis hand, lookcd at her as a masti (T doc.H at 
a cat who lias scarrcd its nosc. ^ Tidce that ; and if you 
tiy it again, you shall fare worsc." 

^ And tliou, ugly witch, try it again whcn I*m on guard 
• • • Sandro mio^ bless thy soul ; '' — (the:«e wonLt he 
uttcrcd, pursing the under lip over the up|)er one, miinick- 
ing the old woman,) *^ let me cnter the nionastery • • • 
oiìly to say one word to the sister at the gate, to give a 
little lint for Scanìiaprde who is woundcd, and a little 
powder for Pacioooo, who is tnken with the fever • . • 
a little canccr" (bere he rcsumcd his naturai tono of 
voice) ^ that inight strnngle tliee ! Try it again, try it, 
and sec bow thou wilt like it. May they tear my tongue 
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from tho vcry roots, m Valenza, God bloss liimt had 
thcm uprootcd from tliy ribald fathcr's Uiroat, if I do 
not dispatch thco with a benison thou so fullj dcsenrest,. 
thou witch of Su John's night.** 

The bcldara lixul plenty of nmtter for a replji and thcre- 
foro prefcrred not to violato onc of the fundamcntal rule« 
of the feminino code, whicli prescrìbes thot women sliould 
over be tho last to speak, but sho wos liurried on hy 
matte» of grcat importxmce, so she tumed her back oa 
Sandro with an air of scom which can better bo imag^ 
ined than described. 

'' If you don't takc tho mattcr in hand," she said, ad- 
drci^ing the conestahile, ** il will bo a queer donco ; ali 
hcll wos in tho woods lost night. Tlie men who wcro 
out returned at onc hour before daylight. They Imd witb 
tlicm that ugly Christian, wlio wos captured ycsterday 
evcnìng . . . Virgin ! ho lookcd as if he had been dead 
'tlicsc thrce dnys. But he was not kept long in fcnr. 
Pictraccio has rippcd him open as ho would a young 
kiU" 

'< Wliat ? " cxclaimed I^fartin and Don Miguel, both 
si>cuking nt onc timo; '*have thcy killed tho Podestà? 
why? whcrc? how? ..." 

" AVliat can I teli you ? My blessed Virgin I Pictrac- 
cio was trying to mako him undcrstand that ho would 
havfì to pay I cannot say how many ducats for his raii- 
som ; nnd you know vcry well no one can make himself 
understood without a tongue. Tho man stood thero with 
his cycs set, glassy ; and he had tlie appearonce of a man 
moro dead than alive. Tho master then wrote on a 
paper what he wanted, and gavo it to him to rcad. 
Worso than cver. Ilo looked like St. Rochus's statuo in 
the Belfloro Chapel. Then Pictraccio gave him threo or 
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Ibur slaps on Uic face, nnd thcy hod a wcigbt, I assure 
yoa 1 No use, not the Icast. At last ho grow mad • • 
and jou kiiow wliat he is whcn ho b mad I . • • Down he 
carne upon him with upliflcd hand, and plungcd the hangcr 
liere in Che pit of the etomncli. Therc ìs no nccd of tcll- 
ing it ; you know liow ho can work with a knife ; ho will 
put to shamc ovcn oldcr hands. But what can you do ? 
Lo U a Uad boy ! I told hU mothcr so, oflcn 1 — * Ghi- 
ta I tliat boy U growing up too ready with bis hand ; * 
but we cannot make hiin changc bis ways.** 

Thcse particala», and the stylc of rendering them, mado 
the two listencrs 8tart, allhough from differcnt niotivcs, 
and they could make no rcply. 

The old woman wcnt on : '* Now I will teli you the 
restf and tbcn I will go ; I bave been on niy fect since 
ycstcrday. We wcrc lying down to takc nn hour*8 resi ; 
and k> ! Ciocco d'Oro comcs running oiit of bix*ath : ' Up, 
quick, quicky the sbcrifT, a band of policcnion ! ' . . . Wo 
8tart; wliat do you tliink? Thcy wcrc already under 
Malagrotta, and thcy wcrc advancing post-baste, and wc 
running for dcar lifc up the mountain. At this moment 
our people are ali shut up in the cave of Focognnno, with- 
oat a roorscl of brcad or a drop of water ; and therc are 
about two hundrcd bctwccn soldicrd and bailiff;! scouring 
tlie woodd» May God forbid our mcn sbould get hi maii' 
eia prima dette feste,* Up with you, make baste, try to 
rcmcdy tlie evil • • • tlicy must bave found the body of the 
Podestà • • • Iloly Virgin ! wliat a ruin ìa coming upon 

• We are at A k»i how to render this Italinn provorb, wliich al- 
Indei to the costoni prevaillng in Italy with pooplo to cali on tlimo 
OQ wbom thej depend, or by whom they are cmploye^l, at ChrUtmaii 
and Eaiter, to ofler the complimenta of Uie BcnM>n, nnd to rocolvo tlie 
pfetent of loine money. Literally t Jteir Ckritimnt ji\fì h%fort Ckriti^ 
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US ! and — Ghita sajs — do noi torgiot that ibcro ia nodi* 
ing up tlicrc to whct Uicir tccth whh ; so 8CDd up sooio 
as soon as you can.^ 

UUcring ali tbU in onc brcatli, sLc saw on Uio tablc tbo 
rcmnants of the 8up|>cr, and gathcrìng tlicm up with 
grcat baste, wìUiout asking permission, filled ber apixMi 
witb brcad, picces of incat, and fruits ; ilio wino Icft on 
tlic table sbo cmptied iato a gourd sbe carried atber side» 
(Iniiik wbat sbe could noi pour in tlicrc, and wiping her 
moutb witb tbe back of ber band, turncd around, gavo a 
pusb to Snndix) to clcar ber way, and witbout evcn say- 
ing ** by your Icave, sirs," went out. 

^lartin liad a grcat deal moro business on luind, tlian 
bis bead was ablo to attcnd to. Witb ono band at liis 
board, and the otbcr bcbind bis back, be paccd ilio room 
up and down, sluiking bis bcad and pufllng. Tbe Hict 
tliat Don i^Iigucl bad forcsccn witb so mucb ccrtainty tbo 
suddcn htart of tbe troops from Biirlctta, made ]Martin 
bave faitb in bim, and bc bcgnn to ibink tluit tbe captivo 
was actunlly tbe grcat man bc passcd binisclf for. 

Ile tbougbt tbat bcfora ali it would be neccssary to 
come to tcmis witb Don Miguel, lest be sbould bctray 
bim wbon tbose who wcrc in scardi of tbe rourdcrers of 
tbe Podestà nppcarcd at tbe tower. Tbus, baving tbrown 
a^^idc ]iis baugbtincs.s and witb exprcssions wbicb sounded 
vcry nmcblikc recommending bimsclf,be told tbe stranger 
to look upon bim as one devotcdly at bis 6cr\'icc, promis- 
ing tbat be would lend bim aid in cvcrytbing ho migbt 
wi:>b. 

Scarccly bad tbis l»ccn agrced uix>n, wben tbey board 
tbe tramp of many boi*scs, just entering tbe bridge ; and 
a clcar voice, sounding like a trumpet, called out several 
timos : ** Oonesiabile Scfiwurzenhaeli J ^ Ile dosccnded. 
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and was mei bj Ficromosca and Fanfulla da Lodi, at the 
head of a troop of horscmcn. 

The rcadcr rcmembcrs, pcrluips, that the lattcr liad 
been selccted for one of the choscn chninpions of the 
Italian armj. 

A more desperate soul than his could not bc picked out 
of ali the armed bodics then in Itnly. Ile wouid cx|K)so 
hu life to anj perii for tlie most frivolous cnu.se, and oftcn 
even iritliout anj cause at ali. Witli a head dcvoid of 
ali tlioughty he gave bis nttention to plcnsurc, nnd uscd 
bis liandà whcn nccessary. Ile wus as nimble as a 
Icopardy the tissue of bis nervcs pcrfcct, bis Ixxly supplc 
and well eompacted ; and it sceinod as if nature, knowing 
tbat it wa4 to be the abode of a soul endowcd with a 
boldncsé bordering on insnnity, hnd t.ikcu pninn to niould 
it 80 tliat it might be proof ngninst the most pcrilous ail- 
ventures. Ile was the son of a man, wlio hnd becn in 
the pay of Girolamo Riuno, liad bcen brought up aniid 
the din of arms from liis infancy, nnd had bccn in the 
senrice of ali the Itnlian States ; bccauso, cithcr for quar- 
relling, or for misdcmennor, or often through bis own in- 
constancy, he was forcvcr in que^t of ncw masters. Ile 
had bcen lately in the son'ice of the P'Iorentlnes, and he 
had fled their banner» for the rcason we are going to 
state. 

When at the siege of Pisa, the storming of the city was 
attempted, if Paolo Vitelli, captain of ilio Floivntine 
troops, had not ordered a retrcat, and chcckcd bis sol- 
diera, wbo wero full of arder, from pursuing the ndviui- 
tage of the first assault, Pisa would bave certainly fallen 
that day. Vitelli was aAerward summoned beforo a 
court, indicted for trexison, and, as every one knows, 
condemned to dcath. Fanfulla, wbo was always ahead 
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in cvcry undertaking, hnd succccdcd in climbing up a 
laddcr, and in taking liold of onc of tlic mcrlons ; thore, 
wliirling nround liis sword nnd clearing the waj, ho hod 
already gaincd the mm^ìurt, and thcre he sliowercd around 
8uch thrusts and passcs and stabs and dcsiicrate blowii, 
that the rest might havc followcd him witli comparativo 
case. 

At tliis moment, the retreat was sounded, and he was 
lofi alone. Ile could not brook the idea of retrcating ; 
but at last he came down, mad with fuiy, yelling witli 
rjge, under a pelting stoi*m of arrow8, stones, and shota, 

— none of whìch, howevor, Imrmed him in the Icast ; 
and he recntercd tlic camp saCa and sound, running liko a 
madman» and insiilting every one ho mei in bis way. la 
the Captahì*s t<.Mit tlic Fiorentine Commìssioners wcro 
delilierating in coimcil with Vitelli. Fanfulla dnshcd 
iato tlieir midst, and, in a tower of ragc, callcd them trai- 
tors ; and with a chib wliieh he had picked up on tho 
way, he bcgan to hall i\[X}ìì them blows from Ìììs stick, 
from bis iiand:), fi*oni lii.s toes ; pushing them ; thrusting 
them ; knocking them down ; giving no quartcrs ; listen- 
ing to no cntix'atie.^ ; caring not how, wherc, and wbom 
he hit. And what with tlic grcat power of bis arm, nnd 
the suddeuiicss of tho attack, he made such a rout among 
them, that they found themselvcs on the floor in an in- 
descrihnlilc uproar bcfore tlioy could even think who the 
author of the attack mighl be. 

AAcr an exploit of this sort, he jumped on a borse, 

— without taking Ica ve, as we may wcll imagine, — and 
was alrcady at a good distance from the camp, when tho 
chicfiains, having gol on their foct again, bcgan to think 
of arresting him. 

Ilaving tlius descrted the Florcntincs, ho had hired 
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himself to Signor Prospero Colonna, and now he was 
quartered in Barletta, with the rcst of tlic company. 

Bosclicrino liad brought word to Barletta tliat the 
Podestà Imd becn captured by outlaws; but he took 
pains to convcy the news in suoli a way that no suspicion 
sbould fall upon him. The sherìff, with a posse of his 
mcn, started for the mountain. Ficramosca, Fanfulla, 
and a few honsemen hnd followed tliem ; and, sending 
tlie Uailifis forward, had halted to guard the avcnue 
issuing from the woods whcre the little church stood. 

The sherifT brought to them two prisoner.^, whom thcy 
had sccurcd with great diffìculty; and the party on 
horseback led them to the tower guarded by Martin 
Schwarzenbach. 

When the Conestabile had rcachcd the gate, thosc two 
wretchcs stood in the midàt of the soldicrs wuiting for the 
prison to be opencd. One of them was the leader Pie- 
traccio, a ferocious youtli, with limbs and countcnancc of 
savage mould, with an unkcmpt profusion of rcddish hair 
falling over bis eyes, liLs anns bare, stili stained with the 
blood of the Podestà, and pinioned over the breast with 
oords tliat pcnetrated the flcsh ; he had a downcast look, 
very mueh like a wolf tliat lias becn caught in a trap. 
The otlier prisoner was a woman, tali, and of handsomo 
form ; but hanlship, a life of crime, and dcspair hnd rcduced 
lier to such a condition, that site appcarcd a great d(*al 
older tlian she was in reality. In the mrudie with the 
ffeasdarmes she had received a ait on the head, and hnd 
been brought hither on the anns of two soldiers. They 
bùd ber down on the flags of the entrance, and the shock 
she then received cxasperated the wound, made ber open 
ber eycsy and givo a deep gronn, while the blood issuing 
from the cut.cnsanguined ber face and breast. The dun- 
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gcon laldy occupied by Don Migaol wos oponodi and both 
the woman and Pictracdo wcro tbrown into it, wiUiout 
cvcn untying tlicir airns. 

Tho soldicrs, having got rìd of thcso two, retumod io 
the woods to securo othcr prìsonc»! if tbero wero any 
more. Fanfulhi went up 8tairs to tlie room of tlio Concs- 
tabile, and Ettore improved those few momcnta to visit 
the guests' lodgings at tlie Monosteiy. 

TIic two women werc 8uq)rìsed to sce him ot tbot un- 
usuai hour ; but aAer the first grccting he infonncd them 
of the occasion that had brought him therc. Ab ho waa 
rcpcating to them the particuUirs of tho ehase given to tho 
robber.4, he told them tliat a woman Imd been taken with 
tlieir leader, nnd that, whilo ofTerìng rcsistonoe at tho 
cntrance of the cave where they had taken rcfugc, she 
had wounded several of tlie geii$darme$y but at last liad 
bcen felled by a blow on the liead from a rapier. 

Ginevra, aiTcctcd at the sadness of tho cvcnt, rcsolvcd 
to go to thcir assistancc. She rose, nnd selecting what 
she thought would he ncedcd from a chest in vrhicli sho 
kept a quantity of powdcrs and liniments, and which, ns 
we bave sccn, liad becn used on several occosions for 
the service of those same assassina, she rcquested Fiera- 
mosca to obtain from the Conestabiie tho key of tho 
prison. 

Ile startcd, and ascending through the winding stairs 
to Martin's room, lie board a dnigging of fcet within it, 
the cause of which lie could not imngine. Ile pushcd tho 
door which stood ajar and saw Fanfulhi in tho centro of 
the apartment lianJling a long sword, which he had taken 
down from the rack», and playing with it ns if with a 
walking cane* Ile parried imaginary blows, whirled it 
around, cutting a thousand figures in tho air ; he aimed 



IGO ETTORE FIEBAMOSCA. 

throsU and sabre-cute in rapid succcssion, so that tho 
weapon liad onìy the appcarance of a mist ; he could not 
bave done less wcre he to dcfend himsclf agninst a wholc 
host* Ettorci irith onc foot alrcady inside, fell back on 
the othcr to avoid being struck, and lookcd with a smiling 
countenancc on the mad joust which the othcr carricdon, 
believing himself unobservcd. It was evidcnt, tliat for 
tlie misfortune of the host the blows which now wcre 
aimed at the air liad not been ali liarmless. Eithcr frora 
malico, or through mistakc, one of them liad put an end to 
the requisitions of the lialf cask which was Ijing under 
the bed, split in two like a nut ; and tlie liquor was flow- 
ing towanls the more dcprcssed parte of the floor. 

** Tlie must is takcn out of the vat late this ycar/' said 
Ficraniosca at laM, with a laugh ; and Fanfulla, turnìiig 
around at the sound of the voice, let his long sword fall 
to the floor, threw himsclf on the bed on his back roar-* 
ing with laughtcr, and pcrformcd so many antici*, that 
he actually lookcd as if he had tumcd insane. 

** What mischicf hast thou becn doing, thou raving 
madman ? look there I look I we liave becn hcro only 
balf an hour, and tliou hast done more evil than a dozcn 
Catalans would in a whole week. • • • And, Martin ? 
where is he ? " 

Fanfulla became quict at last, and rcplicd : — 

^ He was bere a while ago ; and he braggcd tluit none 
but Swiss and Gcrmans knew how to handle a long 
swonL I told him that he was right, and bcggcd of 
him to givo me a few lessons, and as I tried my bcst 
at it, I happened to cut a notch in the barrcl, ^111 be 
liaoged ìf I did it on purpose ! — and he became mad in 
eamest. See what a beast of a man ho isl • • • ho 
eannoC make- any altowancel and stili he knew woli 
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that wc Italian wrctclics do noi know how to handle a 
sword I To moke tlio story short, wo had some vciy 
ugly words betwccn us, and he lefl scoldiug and swear- 
ing. What would;it thou have dono? Not caring to 
carry on a fìght with a fenccr of hU quality, I nishcd 
him a ccuicher * in the true Lombardy fasliion, and said 
to him: If you'll condescend to come out to the ficld 
in front of the towcr, I will make a notck in your Gcr- 
man noddlc, that %vill prove to you that the cut in tho 
bnrrcl was by mere accidcnt." 

** And what did Iie reply ? ** 

^ That I should bcgonc, that he was sick of me.** 

To uttcr tlicse words, and to roU over and over on tho 
bcd, scattering everythiug in ali diixictions, was the work 
of mi instant. The Captain, not feeling disposed to mcd- 
dlc any more willi that dcvìl of a man, and on the other 
hnnd, feeling vcry sore for the loss of his winc, gavo 
vcnt to his anger in Gcrmnn curscs, and hid himself in 
a rickcty old room on the second story, wherc Don 
Miguel had ensconced himself. From that place of se- 
curity he lieard Fanfulla giving his version of the story, 
and now and thcn he Ict a valve o|>cn for the out|x>uring 
of his iudignnlion in some villainous expressions, to which 
Fanfulla responded in tune, introducing his narrative by 
way of parcnthcsis. 

Fieramosca, who nalurally abhorrcd such vulgar jokes, 
interfcred, and with mudi ado succccded at last in recon- 
ciling theni. Martin carne down, Fanfulla wcnt his way 
in a glee, and evcn Ettore could scarcely refrain from 
laughing, to see the German eyeing the two lialves of 
his barre], with the look of a miser who 0[)ens his coifer 
and finds it empty. At last, Ettore made known tliat 

* Lombordion for canetr. 
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Ginevra wbhed to visit tho prison, and witli courtcous 
words requcsted tluU she might be admitted to it. 

Meantime the Concstabilo Imd set up aguin the two 
lialves of hifl cosk, and using a picce of cloth in place 
of a 8pongCy he began fioaking it in the wine, and thcn 
squcczing the liquor with grcat care into those rcccp- 
facies, in order to save at Icast the ' rcmnants of hi.s 
dcfcaf. When he liad hcard the rcqucst of Ginevra, he 
grumblcd and grunted : — 

^TliercI assassina mcet fricnds rcad^ to give tlicm 
sucoor, and a poor fcllow who minds his own business, and 
does noi eren hurt the brcad he eats, fulls in with mad 
people wlio sack his house.** 

^Mj dcar Sir Martin, you are certainly rìght; bui 
Tou see I bave nothing to do with it." 

*^Now I suppose it is my fault. Did I go forth to 
beg of them to come and bave a incny timo in my 
quarters?" 

Fieramosca kepi uipng his rcqucst. 

** Well, well, come within half an hour, and l'H let you 
Into the prison • • • tliat you may ali perish thercin. • • •" 
He muttered these last words bctwccn his teeth; but 
Fieramosca was already half way down, and could noi 
bear hinu 
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^Iartin and Don ^Ilgucl saw timi tlio capturo of 
Pictraccio nnd of hid mollicr miglit cntoìl scrious con- 
scqiicnccs U[x>n the ono, nnd intcrfcro witli tlio projccts 
of die otiicr. Tlioy had a consuhation about ity and 
agrccd tliat it was necci?sary to cfTcct the cscapo of tlio 
assissìn, and thus avoid liis bcing brouglit to Barletta, 
\vlicrc he niight expose tìie conduct of Uio Captain. But 
thcrc wad grcat perii in effeetìng tliis witbout involving 
the keeper in serious dilFicuIlies. 

Whcn Fieramosca carne to obtain leave to visit the 
dungoon, tìie Qiptain had net yet recovcred from tlio 
eflccts of his quarrcl with Fanfulla, and at first he could 
not scc, Avhcthcr, if he should grant the request, it would 
further his phins, or rathcr interfere \vith them. IIow- 
ever, he had wit enough to take timc, and trusting in the 
cunning of his ncw acquai ntance, ho went up stairs, ho|)- 
ing tliat Don Miguel would fìnd the way of getting him 
out of his pcrplcxity. Tiie Spaniard, upon hearing Fie- 
ramosca's requast, remarked : — 

^ Ilad we oflered him a bribe, ho could not serve 'ud 
better. Leave the wliole to me, Conestabile, and you will 
see whcihcr I know how to work. But • • • remember I ** 

*^ Ali right, say no more. But . '• • the nunsl" 

** The nuns I " replied Don Miguel wilh a smìlo ; ^ wo 
will not touch them ; bo easy about that. Xow givo me 
the kcys of the dungeon, and wait for me bere." 
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Ha locdi the kcys, vcnt down sloìre, and opcncd tbo 
door rciy caulìously. Ile lUlciicd, and licnrd tlio moUicr 
BDd son convcroing to;;cihcr ; ho Iinllcd ou llic fir^t of tlie 
Tour or Ave slcps whicii IcU down lo liiiU liolc, nnd l>y 
•tretdiing bis dc(^ ]ig wna in a [>osilion tu licor nnd avo 
iboae wrctcUcd crcoturcs. 

The woman Iind bccn Inìd down, hcr head rcsting on 
a log in a corner of the prì«>n, hut the czcitemcnt and 
lb« Rtniggle luid broughl on a violcnt revcr, nnd while 
toMÌng nbout in wild frentj', lier fiicc hail fallcn oii llic 
dnmp rarth, and elio luid not bccn uhio to mise it ngiiin. 
Tbc HMi, wilh liis arma ticd on liid brenst, luid cndcnvorod 
to brìng hcr some ralicf, but in rnin ; nt losl, in du^imir, 
be fcnelt \ty Iter, bis cycd wnnduring wilh n vncnnt giiEV 
from iho molhcr lo the nulk. 

Tlio womon slrovo Troin lime to timo to liti licr head, 
but dm wns loo wcnk lo Iwlp hcrscir. Ilio boy miidu 
nnoOicr cfibrt and succccdud nt In$t in placing hi:f kncc 
under Iicr Iicnd, nnd rustoring hit niolhcr in ber formcr 
position I bui the Jcrlc gnvc ber a fit or [min so acuto timi, 
brìnging hcr bandi to ber bcnd and giving a long jiiliful 
moan, bIio soid : 

" Afictmcd bo the rupicr of ilio Calnbrìiui Ibicf 1 Itut 
if tbo ficnd will nllow nra only two mìnuica* . . . tltou 
alwlt at hist hcnr ihy own histoiy. . . . Wlini use in 
praying to God and Sninls ? whcn bave ihcy hcnrkcncd 
to me ? É . • " And bere, ralaìng ber half-gpcnt cyta 
lowanls tlMs vnull, sbo utiered blasphcmics cnougli to 
mako tbo Itoir stand on end of any one but Pictniccio. 

"And sliH," ilio contìnucd, ber fcrocious dcupair hav- 
ÌDg *ulwidcd into nn czprcssion moro disIrcMÌng and 
oquolljr dccp, "stili I too Itavo enlcrlaincd Impos oT 
fòi;B;ÌTeM88 1 . . . wbcn I nuig vith tbo test in the 
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church I • • . Accurscd be the liour I posscd tliat Uircsli- 
old I . • • But wliat I Tlio Dcvil liod me bcforo I was 
bom I • • • I have cndcuvorcd io break loose from him I 

• • • Bchold how I bave sueceedcd I • • •** Tben, look- 
ing up to the vault ngain with an cxpression wkich it is 
impodsible for language to dcscribe — ^Art tbou satis- 
fied?'' — And shc turned to ber son: ^If tliou canst 
cver e^cape from bere ; • • • if tbou art a man • • • ho 
\vbo lias causcd my deatb and tb^ min must bum with 
me forever, if tbere be trulb in wbat wo are taughL 
Tbat niglit In Rome, wben I posted tliee at Tor Sanguina 
to murder tliat gentleman, and tbou, tbe fool I *- didst 
make noise before striking tbe blow, and tlius wert taken 
and made wbat tbou art now • • • tbat man was Cesare 
Borgia I • • . AVlicn be was at tbe university of Pisa, 
and I at scbool in a convcnt of tbe same city, be fell in 
love witb me, and I wiili bim, — tlie infumous wrctcli and 
fool tbnt I was I — But I did not know bim I • . • Afler- 
wards be carne one night to me • • . I had a little daugb- 
ter of mine, seven years old, witb me . • • sbe awoke 

• • . she slcpt in a sniall room ncar by • • • sbe saw bim 
climbing over a window ; sbe gave a loud sbrick • • • 
woc to him had he bcen disoovered I ... for be had just 
been proiK>scd for the bishopric of Pampclona • • • ho 
threw piilows on ber head • • . and pressed on them 
witb bis knees . • . Ali ! the fìcnd I I fell to tbe ground. 

• • • Swear bere by beli, by my deatb, tbat tliou wilt 
kill bim ; givo me a sign with thy head tbat tbou 
swearest it • • • at Icast tliis much • • ." 

Tbe assassin, with a i)air of eyes fearfully glarìng over 
bis motber's countenance, tossed bis head and nodded tbat 
he would ; and the woman, Uiking fix>m ber neck a cliain 
whicb sbe concealed under ber garment, continuedc 
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** And whcn tliou hast cut bis hcart open, eay to him : 
look at tliis diain . • • (<lash it on his cyc) . • • mjr molli- 
er rcturns it to you • • • I liavc not yct dono • • • oh I onc 
moment more ! tlien 1*11 be ready • • • whcn I rccovered 
Ifound mysclf strctchcd on my couch . . • thou art • . • 
oh ! I cnnnot couple thy namo wìth thnt of poor Inez. 
Oh I lìow beautiful she was • . • oh I thou art in hoaven 
DOW I • • • and 1 1 • • • 1 1 • • • why should I go to 
hell ? • • •" Thcse last words wcrc uUcrcd ìvith a ycU 
which «hook the very vauh. She was dead ! 

Pietraccio did not appear mucli moved ; ìvith a stupid 
cye be watcbed tlic last convulsions of liis mothcr. When 
lie faw ber dead, he crawlcd to the raost dìstant corner^ 
just as the savagc bcast, shut up in a cngc with tho 
carcass of one of ite own specie?, rccoils witli horror. 

What the mothcr Iiad revcalcd to him in broken 
phrases, and in a deHrious (it, he had undcr^itood but par- 
tially. But it had sunk dcep into Iiis nilnd tliat he was 
to rcvenge many wrongs on Cesare Borgia, but espccially, 
lie tliought, becnuso his cruclty had rcduccd him to the 
eondition in which he lay now. 

But those rovclations had aflcctcd Valcntino's hircling 
in a far diifcrent roanncr. Ilad you secn him in thoso 
moments you would bave thought that overy word of tho 
unfortunate woman lessened his vitality, so much be 
cbanged in appearance* 

When she fcli to tlie floor it was with great dilficulty ho 
held bimself on bis fcet. 

"With faltering steps lie went down, and with a trem- 
bling band he cut the cord which bound Pietraccio. Ilo 
gaced for a moment on tlio diain, which the prisoner had 
iDStantly plaeed around bis neck, and then said : 

** In a few momeots a gentleman and lady will come to 
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Bcc tlicc. Tlicir oljjcct ia to set llico frcc ; but let it not 
apficar lliat it ù tlicir iloin». Do quick ; nml trhìlo they 
vìM try lo ottcnil to ihc womnn io sce wlictlicr slie caa 
bo Iiclpcd, up witb Ilice, t.ikc io iìty bccle ; fly, onil look 
sliar|> tliat llicy sli.tll not cnldi ilice ogain ; lliou art 
aln.'U(ly conOcnincd lo dcaiii." 

Ile linJ tcurccly utt<:rcd llic^ic wonl^, «licn, us if ho 
eiood OD buming conl.-^ )iu glancctl almoat hy slcallb and 
iviili n sickcnÌDg focliiig »I the woioan, loft llic poignnrd 
in Pictraccio'fl liands, and snill oa ligliloing liurrìed 
avmy and rcgoincd ilic Concslabilc's apartmcnU At tbo 
propcr timo wc eludi scu liow mudi cvcn llie ribald soul 
oT Don Miguel reta lroublc<l hy nliat ho bnd sccn and 
hcnrd. 

And hcrc wc sccm to licnr llic rcadcr cxclaiming: — 
AVlicn will llicrc bc nn end to ali ilicsc ugonìxing accounta 
oF oMins-'in», iniUon, dungcon.i, denlli.s dcviU, nnd worsc? 

I)iit, lo pleiiso Olir render, vliìlc va linvo bccn so 
forturinlo tu lo giicu bis tlioughU, he ha:i not buon 
eciunilj' forlunnic in giving us credit for the rcsolulion 
whicb wc liad nlrciuìy nindo of puiling an end lo ihcso 

elorics and seiid lo ihc Marlin and Piciroeclo. 

"Wu must in u coniiileiitiid wny declnro tiiat they wcre 
growing lonlhsomo cvcn lo us, — and wc wero just about 
inviling Olir rcadcra lo imnsfcr iherasclvcs to ilio very 
centro or ihc Barlcun casilc, which will prescnt a far dit- 
fcrcnt nppcnranco fioiii, liial wbcn wc last mcC llicro in 
company ivilh Doii 3IÌgucl. 

,Tliti court-yard and ihc turracca wcre sprcad wilb silk 
tnpGttry of ali eolors, dueorotcd willi wrcallia «f myitlo 
and laurei, forming fu^i^toons and cmblcmutiu figures ; and 
oU tbo bonncn nnd flngs of iho arniy wcru streaming 
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from Windows and Ualconies. A multitudo of idlo spco- 
tatouBy and of mcnials busy in armnging cvcrything, wcro 
swamung round, now crowding upon cadi othcr, thcn 
again dis|)er6ing tlirough staircascs, pìazzas, and Uie 
oourt-yanL Soldicrs, workmcn, scrvnnts, and boys ran 
to and fro carrying tools, shouldcrìng laddcrs and ovcry 
kind of furniture to set up tho tablcs or to decorate tho 
tbcatrc Tbcre was an abundance of provisions, fruito, 
wincs and vcnison prcscnted by tlic gcntlemen of the 
city and of tlio army, with an cmulous carnestness as to 
wbo might do the most in lionor of the SiKinish Cap- 
tala, li was the tumult of a pcople going and coming, 
calling cacb othcr, ballooing to cadi olhcr, clamoring ; in 
a word, an undcscribnblc uproar and confusion. 

As the towcr beli struck the hour of fourtccn, the grcat 
Càptain madc bis appcarancc at the haid of the grand 
outer staircascy attcndcd by ali bis barons. Ile wished to 
sliow by tlie gorgcousncss of bis attiro and of bis train 
tbe Joy bo fcU at the arrivai of bis daughter ;— a courier 
bad just announccd tliat sbe was thrco milcs from Bar- 
letta. 

Over a short gown of frizzcd gold cloth he worc a cn|>o 
of flaming purple vclvct, lincd with ridi sablc-skin, and 
his head was covered with a cnp of simibir matcrials. On 
a sapphire-studded dasp rose an artificial piume made of 
the finest pearls, strung togcthcr with a thrcad of sted, 
and it waved over bis brow roscmbling rcal foatbcrs. 
The sword and tlie poniard, sliMithcd in vclvet also of 
flaming purple, dazzled the eye witli a profusion of jcwels ; 
and oa his Idi brcast he woro the dccoration of the order 
of San YagO| a sword cmbroidcrcd in rcd. 

A whito mule from Catalofla was kepi in waiting for 
him ai the foot of the stairs ; it was oovcrcd by a long 
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foot-cloth of watcrcd-fiilk, d^cd in violct, ombroidcrcd 
with gold, and rcadiing to tlio ground. As soon na lio liod 
mountcil his mule, Iiis attcndnnU mountod Ihcir boncs, 
and the cavalcadc startcd to mcct Uic Lady Elvira. 

Prospero and Fabrizio Colonna, drcsscd in rosc-oolored 
colamanco, with a grcat deal of silver cmbroiderj, rode on 
onch side, upon two Turkisli hor^cs, the liondsomcst tlmt 
hnd becn for a long timo seen in Italj. The two Icaders, 
though post their monhood, sat on high soddlcs covcrcd 
with velvct, and managcd their fiery stceds with a dcx- 
tcrity 80 graceful, os to prove thcmselvea to be the grcat 
6oldicr9, wlio wcre ai)plauded a^ the bcst leaders to bo 
found in any army of those tima^ 

Amongst the attcndants Fedro Navarro was remarkcd 
by his 8tcm and bulky appcarance ; he was the invcntor 
of mincs, whìch had scrv'cd so well at the taking of Castel 
dell' Uovo. Diego Garcia do Paredes, sumamed the 
Ilcrculcd of his own timc, who ahvays appeared encascd 
in irou armor, having no npparrcl iit for such an oecasion 
had contoiUed hiinsclf with having his arms bumished 
inoro cai*cfu]ly tlian usuai, and had choscn the most fiery 
of ali the hoi'ses ho had in his stable. It was a hirgo 
stalliun from Calabria, lassocd only a few wecks before, 
tali, of powerful limbs, as black as a ravcn without a 
8pcck of any other eolor. 

Paredcs alone darcd and was ablc to manage the wild 
animai, which, accustomed to the woods, hemmed in now 
by such a throng, and hearing so much noise, had beeome 
furious, snorted, puffed, und foamed like a lion. 

Bui the rider's licight, his ponderous nrmor, and tho 
lud of a bit eertainly of half ann's lenglh, which drew 
blood from the mouth of the borse, tamed him down, and, 
ofler baving givcn vent to his fury in a liundrcd antics 

8 
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utd jumpi — pcoplc wcre not slow in nuiking room for 
him — he look ihc wiec nsoluiioii of not dccming liìmsclf 
■traogcr lluin Diego Garda, who, bcdIuI to Iko snUdIc, 
Merocd lo cnjoy (lioac voìn cflbrts. 

The flowcr of tlic Ilalian jroullis niìiiglcd on Icnns of 
eqnalily wiih iho Sponiab barons. Ktlorc FicrainoscR rodo 
betwecn liis tiro dcorcit fricnda Inigo I/>i>cz de Aynlii 
and Bmncalcono ; ho vroro a tnnntlo of muro saliti willi 
cmkroidcry in sih'er, tho work and gifl of the womcn al 
8>nt' Onoliu Ilo vas rcnowncd aa ilio bcst Uorsvman 
in the anny. He mounlcd a beautiful animai of pcarl 
ook>r wiih block mane, a prcscnt from Signor Prospero, 
>nd it bad becn so wcll traincd b; bim, lliat ho ECcmcd 
u if ho kncv Ibc wìll of liU lord witliout hint of spurs 
or brìdlc 

FìGramoìcn Bccmcd cndovcd nith Ihc special gìH of 
CTcr appcoring lo llio grcnlcst odvanlagc in cvurj'lliing, 
bofore crcrj onc, and in Gvcry plncc> 

The forni of liìs lirabs vas pcrfccl, nnd tlieir clcgunt 
conlour va» iliown hy tlic cut of IiÌ5 whilu fintin drci^ 
fitto*] tight to Ibo pcrson, uitli Hcurculy n wrìnklc ni tlio 
Ihigbs nnd Icgs. Ilo waa so handsomc, lii^ cnrrìagc to 
graccful, ihat as tlic cavalcado passcd nlong ilio sircotit, 
tbe crowds gnzcd on\j at him, nnd tlioy admircd bim 
above alb Tho joulh was conscious of his irìumph, but 
he felt alniost oshomcd (o catch himsclf in a tliougfal 
•carcely pardonablo in tho solver sex. 

At lost carne tbo squircs of llicso IcadcK ; nnd, acconl- 
ing to tho custom of ihoso limcs, cvcry master Iricd lo 
bave in liù train mcn of ali nalion», nnd ibo more out- 
londish and barbarous llioy wcro Ibo more valucd ibcjr 
would bc Tlicro miglit ho sccn Turkisli Spahis wìlli 
tbcìr uull Moly cuirasscs and armcd wilh scimotani 
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mcn from Uic kingdom of Granada with Moorìsli lancesi 
archcrs from Tartary, from ìvbom Prosficro Colonna Iiad 
clioscn Iiis two attcndnnts, arraycd in very gauil/ odora 
w'hh bows and quivcra of siivcr. Tlicro wcre also 
Kthiopians from the Upper £gypt armcd with long 
urrows ; and thcir barbarous ap[)carnnce roaking a oon- 
trast witli Europcan faccs, cxbibitcd a sigbt full ot oooo 
of varicty and grcat beauty. 

AH the artillcry from the towers and barbacans of tlio 
castlcy and the tolling of ali the bells of tlie town Lailcd 
the noble Gonzalo as he start ed. In the midst of so 
much noisc, the clanger of trumpcté and the sound of 
music was heard from tune to Urne, producing a harmony 
whicli, if noi pcrfcctly in unison, seemcd at least to ex- 
press the martial gicc which animated the troops. 

A mcs5agc was thcn conveycd to Gonzalo that the 
Duke of Nemours had alrcady entcred Barletta with hìé 
barons ; thcrcfurc, ho hallcd and despatched some of ina 
suite to mcct him ; and in a few moments the Frcnch wero 
scali to cntcr from the op|)osite end of the squarc. 

The Duke, percciving tiiat Gonzalo was dismounted 
and wns advancing to mcct him, nlighted also, and nAcr 
thcy had pressed each othcr's hands with a noble greet- 
ing, the Frenchman courteously remarked that he would 
deem it grcat injustice if, bcing invited to the feast, ho 
shouid rome to disturb it, as would happen in case the 
falhcr were, even for one instant, delaycd in embracing bis 
daughter. Ilo kncw that they were going to meet ber, 
and he begged to be allowed to join company with them, 
feeling suro that, although the war rendcred them cne- 
mies, the Spanisli General would rank him among the 
first to odmire liis valor, bis wisdom, and ali bis noble 
qualitics. — Sudi words could not but meet with a return 
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of erea greatcr ooortosjr. The two Generala mounted 
tlicir Iiones again and beodcd the cavaleode, whilo their 
vetinue followedy minglcd indiscriminatclj, witli thnt inter- 
change of courtesics in wliicli the Frcncli liave always 
boen the mastcra. 

Tbej had proeeeded about a milc from the gatcs, whcn 
die gay and gallant cquipage wns mct by the tmin whìch 
eseortcd the horso-littcry carrying the Lady Elvira to 
her iather^s camp. 

She was attcnded by Vittoria Colonna, daughtcr of 
Fabrizio^ wbo was aftcrwards weddcd to the Marquis of 
Pescara, and bccame so cclebrated for her foilitudc, vir- 
tue, and wisdom. Gonzalo dismounted, and liast«ncd 
forward to cmbraco bis daughtcr, wbo had aliglitcd from 
the littcr, and fondly prcssed ber to bis heart, calling ber 
Hija de my alnutj (child of my soul,) and lavishing 
sach carcsses on ber as made great oontrast witli tlie 
stem gravity of so grcnt a man. 

He bad appointcd Ettore and Inigo to attcnd on hin 
daughtcr as squires, and thcy udvnnced Icading a Spnu- 
isb jcnnct for ber to ride on. The Italinn youth beni on 
one knoc, and the maidcn, lightly placing the tip of ber 
foci on the otbcr, seatcd licr^lf on the saddle with k> 
mach gracc tliat none could wi^h to sce bcttcr. The pale 
brow of Fieramosca bccame suffused witli a gentle vcr- 
mOlion, when on bis rising Lady Elvira rctumcd thanks 
to him with such a smilc, and with suoli a look, which ai 
once bespoke ber grcat satisfaction in the choìcc made 
of the bandsome young knight for ber squirc. 

In conscqucnoc, perbaps, of the ovcr-tcndcr indulgcnce 
on the pari of ber father, ber manners bad not thnt ma- 
tttrìty of wisdom wliicli might bo othcrwiso cxpcctcd in a 
youDg woman oC twcnty. Sho did not always tcmper 
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her warm hcart and hcr fcnrid iraagination to tliat oorrect- 
ncss of judgment, which ìa so scldom witnessod in either 
sex, and wliich 1.4, howcvcr, after virtuei tho most valua» 
blc jcwel of tho souL 

Ilcr friend Vittoria Colonna blendcd that qualitj wich 
the acutenesa and the quickncss of a verj prompt mind. 
Aliliotigh the/ could be styled both cquallj hnndsotnc, 
stili two bcauties of more dlflTercnt cast oould not bo 
foiind. Tlie sparkiing cjes of the Ladj Elvira, hcr 
Constant smile, the cffect, pcrliaps, of an hinate senso 
that madc her feci thnt by it shc would pleaso more, 
macie at first great impression; tho mnjestic and tnily 
Roman fcatures of Fabrizio's daughter, her Iiandsomo 
face, not very unllko tliat gìven by tho Greek sculptors 
to the IMuscSy a hallowed ray that bcamed between her 
cyellds, workcd tlicir way into tlie heart in a far dlffcrcnt 
manner, and thcre engcndered an aficction and a wondcr 
ìvhich could not be caj<ily effaecd. An obscrving cye 
might, pcrhnps, bave imaglned thero was in her a light 
dosh of conceit. If thero was any, her grcat virtue 
enabled her aflerwards to correct ir, and tum it to good. 
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CIIAPTER XII. 

The wliolo company nli;;1itc(l nt tlio castlc on thcir rc- 
tonu Tlio ncw gucHts wcrc iiitroduccil to llie bcst npurl- 
mento ; and tho cortcgo bcing brokcn up, cvcry onc wcnt 
to preparo for tlic cliosc nnd tlic toumnmenU \v1iic1i 
wcro to bo hcld during tlio day. 

Tlio 8quaro Iiad bccn cncloscd ìvith a palisadc, oiitf<idc 
of whidi stcpSy platform?, and gallorics wcrc built ali 
around, dccoratcd in the bcst stylc ; nnd in small liouses 
boilt for the purposc, thcre Imd bccn kepi for scvcral days 
boUfly Lcifcr», and wild buffulocs, dcslincd for the cxhlbi- 
tkms 80 mucb likcd by the Italiana of those timcs, and in 
irliich evcn gcntlcmcn of the first rank did not disduin to 
take port Within tlicse ìisiSf which wcre wcll cncloscd 
nnd admirably arraycd for tho display, the toumnmcnt 
was to take phice. A grcat conflucnce of pcrsons hnd 
assembled and olready filled cvery spot; the roof<, the 
Windows of the adjoining houses, and cvcry availablc 
situation wcro crowded with i^pcctators. Pursuivants, 
and 8ervanto drcsscd in corseti of various buca and col- 
orsy Lnving diligcntly swcpt and watcrcd tho squarc, 
waitod for the arrivai of Gonzalo. 

It was not long bcfore he cntcrcil, attcnded by bis 
train, with the Duke of Nemours at bis right, and on bis 
kft the Lady Elvira. Ile rodo nround the lists, nnd 
ali^ted at a gollery rabed co ono of tho sides higher 
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thnn tbe others, and more ricblj dcooratccL Amid tho 
hurrahs and acclomotions wLich pcoplo always so lib» 
crnlly bcstow on cxhibitions of gaudj garmcnta of gold, 
nnd of anj kind of fincrj, ali took thcir scats, and the 
signal wos givcn for the first bull to be Ict loose* 

The murmur of tho spectators, and tlio quarrcU which 
gencrally take place on such occasions conccming tlic 
bc8t placca to which cvoiy onc claims tho best right, wcro 
hushcd in dcop silcnce, as the barricr was opencd* 

A liiigo bull (laxhcd furiou.sly info tho centro of tho 
lUt8. llid head and forcparta wcro cntirely block, but 
the back was dark gray. Hight and Icil he lashcd witli 
his tail fiu'iously, and wcnt plunging around tho lista 
until ho found that thcre was no chance of cscapci and 
thcn he halted, rolling his blood-shot eyes with a suspi- 
cious look, and fierccly pawing the ground with his 
forcfcct. 

At this moment the attcntion of evcry one was sud« 
donly callcd to the noise arising from two mcn quarrelling 
togethcr in a part of the lìsts, for some rcason whidi tho 
pcoplc could not Icam. Dut we will Ict our rcadcr know 
it, if he will be plcascd to follow us back for a few mo- 
mcnts to the ladies of Sani' Orsola. 

On that evcning in which Ficramosca informed tliem 
that the combat with the French had bcen armngcd, Gin- 
evra was not alone in feeling anxious for the dangcr to 
which he would be exposcd. Zornis also was frightcned. 
A haughty and daring temperament is, gcnerally speaking, 
not casily accessiblc; but woe to it, if love over takes pos- 
session of it I AAcr that evcning she had no pcacc, rcst, 
or elccp. She spcnt whole days thinking of only ono 
thing, hcr mind forever rcvolving the same idcas with- 
out being able to tum her thoughts into any other 
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dumndy or even to busy hcreelf matcriallj in any definito 
oocapotiofi ; ooly, now and tkcn slio would for a few mo- 
mento seat henelf at ber work embroidcring tbo mnntlo 
wbich was destined for Ettore, and tben suddcnly start- 
iDg up sho would go to spend long bours on the piazza, 
wbere sbo sat, and at timesi witliout the Icast conscious- 
ness of wbat che was doing, sbe would tear off the vine- 
leares and otber pianto wbicb sliaded it ; at other timcs 
sbo would go out, as if on errando of grcat importancc, 
and tlien almost cntirelj lost to berself, she would slackcn 
ber steps, and stand witb ber eyes rivotcd on the ground, 
— always anxious to be alone, and above ali, cndcavor- 
log to aroid being seen hy ber friend who, she thought, 
migbt at any moment find out wlmt she wishcd above ali 
lo keep eoneeoled. 

Ginevra, on ber pnrt, was in no less agitatior. ; and wo 
venture to eay tliat the strugglo of ber soul aix>so from 
motives of a great deal more weight and power. The 
afiection which she fclt for the Italian youth was the off- 
spring of long intimacy, had .bccn nourishcd by it, and 
bad been strengthened by the grcat dcbt of grntitudo 
sbe owed to bim ; and now it was rcndcrcd more intense 
by the impending dangcr, by the thought that a glorious 
deatb migbt eut him off forever, and by an honornhlo 
sentiment of reproach (after ali, nothing will exerte 
beart and mind so mucb as great obstoclcs) which od- 
monisbed ber tluit it w&s ber paramount duty to try 
cvery means of retuming to ber busband, and of scpa- 
rating from him wlio, notwithstanding their agrceing vir- 
ine, stili beld ber on the brìnk of a precipicc. She 
remembered that she bad promised to God and to the 
Patroncss of tbo Monastery tlmt sho would inform Ettore 
of tbo re8olatk>n sbo bad taken of separating from bim ; 
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but on tho cvcning sho had dctormincd to oommuoicato 
that revolution, he had come with tho news of tlào chal- 
Icngc ; this was a good excuse for putting off tho eom- 
munication ; but stili she fclt within horsclf, tliat although 
a concession might be made for the delaj, 8ho was not at 
ali warranted to consider hersclf freo from tho obligation 
she had contracted. 

But bcsides these thoughts which were harrowing 
enough, a painful suspicion in rcfcrcnco to her friend had 
alrcady crcpt into hcr mind. Womcn liave an innate 
scnsc, I might saj an instinct, which Icads thcm to dis- 
covcr tlid oxistcnce of love, no mattcr how decply con- 
ccaled it maj be in the inmo5t rccesses of tho hcart. 
Ginevra ver/ soon pcrccivcd a great change in Zornis ; 
and too wcll did she gucss at the cause of it. The two 
frionds spcnt scvcral days in this state of mind, their in* 
tcrcoursc cnlivcned no more by the formcr affcctionato 
and truc-licarted intiniacy. 

In the mcanwhilc the toumamcnt which was to talco 
place in Barletta, was the only topic of convcrsation bo- 
twecn the ganlcncr Gennaro, the laj-sistcr^, and tho rocn« 
nt-arms of the towcr ; and if any happcncd to go to town, 
thcy wouid bring home a deal of news about tho prci>a- 
nitions that wcre madc, and how grcat tho expcctod fc^ 
tivitics wouM be ; so much so, that on that blcsscd mom- 
ing, ali, except only those who absolutcly could not Icavo, 
wcnt to Barletta at tho pcep of day, to securo good 
places. The gardencr, who, like ali southern pcoplc, 
was passionately fund of public spectacles and amuse- 
ments, having donncd his best apparcl, and stuck a hand- 
some bouquet on the band of his hat, was on the point of 
cntering his little boat, long bcfore tlie break of day. 
Zorais made her appearance at the top of the steps 

8* 
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which led to the seashore, drcsscd with moro care than 
the hoor and place secmcd to dcmand. 

^ Geonaro, I would like to go to Barletta with thee." 

Grcnnaro Doticcd some hesitation in licr manncr ; 

and as he was accustomcd to bo always addrcsscd by hcr 
in a resolate and abrupt tone, ho gazed at hcr for a 
moment before he wclcomcd hcr, tlicn addcd that ho 
would feci honorcd bj hcr company, and only rcgrcttcd he 
had noi washcd the boat, and covcrcd it with some sort 
of carpety to make the scat more soli. ** But l'il he back 
in an instant ; it will not take me a minute," he 8aid, and 
atarted to go for what was necded. Zorais hcld him 
back by the arm, and tho grosp was so ficrco that he 
looked at hcr full in the face. Ile thought in liis mind : 
ìB she crazy or posscsscd ? 

Ginevra was stili in bcd, and Zorais dìd not wìsh to 
givo an ezplanation as to the motivcs of hcr trip, which 
would surcly givo riso to wondcr in hcr friend*^ mind, 
this being tlie first timo sho had Icfl tho Monastcry. Sho 
was impatient of dclay, as cvcry moment shc imagincd 
to see Ginevra ooming. 

Ilence with words more òf command than of rcqucst, 
she hurrìed the gardcncr into the boat, and he was 
obligcd to paddle away towards Barletta. Gennaro never 
istopped bis gabbie, as he was rowing; ho felt suix! ho 
could introduce hcr cvcrywhcrc ; Gonza]o*s valet was a 
great friend of bis ; no one could sccuro for hcr a bctter 
place to enjoy tlio fcost Thcy arrivcd at tlic Gi^tlo 
when Gonzalo's train and the Frcnch barons had started 
to meet the Lady Elvira. Zorais bcggcd of Gennaro 
noi to leave ber, but she could not prcvail on him to stay 
by ber, and he rushed on amidst tho dust, and the jost^ 
Kng of the popubicoi to follow the cavalcade. Only he 



ETTOBE FIEBAHOSCA. 179 

led hcr to tho Tavcrn of tho Suii| promuingy most fiutb» 
fully, tliot ho would be back in a veiy short time. 

Bui he wos dctaincd longcr than he tliought, and was 
lato in keeping his promise ; so thot whcn he enterod the 
squarc, everjr place wos occupicd, and he dcspairod at 
onòb to iìnd room for himsclf and his friend. But by 
polito rcqucsts and by strong dbowing, he opcned his 
way ihrough ilio pcoplc, who Irnd throngcd ovcn behind 
the gallcrics, and succccdcd in gaining a phice under ono 
of them. It was ncar the avenue through iirhich tho 
combatonts cntcrcd tho lists ; but he could see nothing 
cIfc but the Icgs of the spcctators dangling over his head, 
and lie fcit dccply mortified at the failure of his great 
promìscs in the capacity of a guide. Luckily, at tho 
moment wlicn the bull wos relcosedy Fanfulla da Lodi, 
\vho wos one of the roarshals of the day, came out of tho 
lists ; he cauglit the cye of Zorais, who looked around 
with an air of vexation, and tlicn rccognizcd Gennaro, 
who thus immcdintcly addrcsscd him : — 

^^ EcceUeìiza Hlmtrissima ì Sce tliis good lady; sho 
U dying with desire to sce the fcasts, but we camo 
too late. • . ." 

Zorais pcrccivcd in the cxcitcd and ficiy looks of the 
young soIdicT, that he fclt, indccd, dispascd to gront 
the rcqucsted as.sÌ3tance, and more too; and sho kcpt 
punching at Gennaro with hcr clbow, to mako him liold 
his tonguc ; but it wos too late Fanfulla cxune to hcr 
a<^HÌstancc, and Icd hcr by the band to an open spaco 
behind tho gallcrics, making tho populaco givo way witli 
his trundicon, and thcn, raising his cye, he looked for a 
seat wlicre he could place hcr. 

It was in an evil hour that Martin Schworzenboch, the 
CanaiabiU of Sant' Orsohi, bctook himsclf to ono of the 
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top Beata of ft gollerf, and sat ihcro eT\jo;ing in pcrfcct 
■9ue K full vicw of Uio lUts, liìa knccs whlo npnri, and 
bU ama croucd on Iiìa brcnsL Fonfulla woulil not 
bare mìtteH far a iltoutond floriiu tlic good clinnco lio 
■Rw bcToro bìm lo liavo a lìiilo fun, niid oii euclt tcnna 
(oo> Vfìth liis wand, he couid only rcacli llic licci or llic 
Gcnniui, vrbo woa at lUe hciglit of ciglit or ttn fuct from 
the ground ; he tappcd tiim liglitly, and ihat wiglit bcnt 
bù looks down to bcd wlint was wontcO. t'anfulln, willi 
dia Goolcst air, brougbt hìn rìgbt Iiand to tlic bvìglit of bis 
ibrebcnd, wared tho finge» up nnd down, and, viiìt a 
■li^t motion of tbc head sidcnray x, a wink front llic cyv, 
mod a twUt from tbc moulb, lic modo liim undursland lliot 
be wanlcd bis «cat for ibc womnn he IinJ witli him. 
In Irntb, tbo exprcsaion of liis fuco wouid linvc irritatcd 
even a dcnd mnn. Slnrlin, tru»iiug for dcfcncu in Ilio 
beigbt of bis poeition, and tlic lliouglit of thal eplil bnrrcl 
iccurring, perlin))S, to liia mcmory, gavc a elirug of tlio 
«bouMen, as niuch as lo say, — Go about ^ur busi- 
neWi^ond ibcn rcsumcd liis fornicr aUiludc. 

" Tedesco I Tedesco!" ibcn «lid l-'anfulln, vrilh n loiid 
voice, nnd a tosa of bis licnd, " Uiou art purclinsiiig a 
good doMi of tbo Blick ; liowcvcr, makc up thy mimi llint 
tbou luut Kcn cnoiigb of tbo feasb for llili dny." 

But Mortin did not move ; lio onl/ grumldcd ; bccau^c, 
after ali, lic bad mitigivings us lo ilio inlcniioiu of bin 
Muilant, alttiougli at sudi a dislancc< 

Not sooncr Kiìd tlian dono ; Fanfulln jumpcd on a 
boanl wliicb ìaj aerosa, caugbt tlio ConcNtubilo hy ibo 
legi^^lbc moTcracnt wiis so suddcn, tlint Martin bad no 
time to rcGOvcr bimsclf, — unscaled him, and droggcd 
liin <knrn, lliinking bo oouid ìay ]iim fiat on tlio ground t 
bat the nnfortunala Uartin bad gol joraroed bctweeo l«ro 
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rough plankis through whicli bis bcllj oould noi slip, and 
lic a*ic(l lustily for ^ IIclp I " and ** Mercj ! ** Tìio othcr 
man kcpt on pulling, and slinking, and jcrking, and was 
not satisfied until he hnd dniwn tlio poor ivlk>w down, 
covercd wltli bruisca nnd scratclics. Thu donc, lio said, 
wìtli nn air of compa5sionxUo feeling : " I am sorrjr to the 
lioart ; but didn*t I teli Uieo tliat tliou luaUt olrcady Hicn 
cnou^^li of the joust ? *' Tbcn, witli great politcnos», and 
dignificd self-possession, be bcipcd Gennaro and Zoraia 
to asccnd the stoppi, and minglcd witb the crowd, kiugbing 
bcaillly ai the thousand and one curses burlcd afìcr him 
by the Captain, who, tr}'ing to com|)oso himself, and feel- 
ing Nvhcthcr he had any bones broken, picked up bis hat, 
Bword* and glovcs, apjiarcntly very sorcly exercised bj 
hÌA dofeat. 

Zomis, whoy froni the place secured to ber by Fon- 
fu]Ia*d excrtionsy had obtained a full vie^v of tlio lists 
gave a scarching look ali around, and restcd tbcm on Ilio 
balcony in fi-ont of hcr, where bhe 6:iw Kttorc, who, sentcd 
by the Lady Klvira nmong the noblcet barons, cntcr- 
taincd ber, and cn(lcavoi*od to prove by bis courtesy nnd 
gallantry that he was worthy of having been chosen ber 
knight in attendance for the day. The »Spani:ih niaiden, 
warm-hcartcd, of a fcrvid soul, nnd witb n dispoftition to 
lovity, prctcndcd, perhaps, to ascribe bis nttentions to n 
causo which flatlcrcd ber conceit equally wiih ber bciirt. 
They wcre ob&crvcd by two fcmalcs, who, ai diflcrcnt 
distances and wlih diifcrcnt feeling.^, did not let a sin- 
gle molion of their» cscape. Zorais was one ; sbe was 
too far to bear their conversation, but she foli so mucli 
intcrestcd, and wntched tbcm witb a feeling of so roucli 
anxicty, nnd foUowcd every cluinge so closely, as to bo 
sotisilcd that the daughter of Gonzalo knew well how 
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to appredate the galUuit Italiani and tliat it wos some 
oCher feeling besides the kindlj courtesy wliidi anlmatcd 
ber mannen towards liim ; elio did not feci warrnntcd in 
fonning an opinion of Ettorc's sentimcnU, but cveu a 
shadow can make a licart in such a pliglit as licrs 
tranble.-»Tlio othcr observcr was ViUorìa Culonna; 
die knew, from cxpcrìcnce, that tlio youlliful Elvira did 
not know bow to guard hcrsclf against the influcncc 
òt a bandsone iace and of foscinating manncrs. Slie 
bad an afiection trae and dccp-rooted for ber fiìend; 
and the stem brow and tlio piercing looks of the 
danghter of Fabrizio evidenti/ betrayed that sbo felt ili 
mt ease, and that sbo bigbly disapproved a convcri^ation 
which was bccoming intimate and migbt be fraugbt witb 
•erioas conscqucnccs. 

The first bull let loosc in tbc lists baci, at first, bccn 
abandoncd to the mcrcy of nny onc wbo migbt feci dis- 
posed to attnck bim ; sevoral bad proved tbeir skill wilb 
Tarìous success but without nny decisive advantagc. 
Diego Garcia occupicd a latcral balcony, from which 
manj Spaniards and Itolians, togctber with tbc Frcnch 
boronsy wero witncssing the game ; at last ho yiddcd to 
tlio requests of many of those forcigncrs wlio wisbcd bim 
to sliow bis dcxtcrity in this kind of warfarc. Nowa- 
dajs, the skill of a matador is exbibitcd in Spain by 
planging the sword bctwixt tbc vertebra) of the ncck at 
the moment the animai lowcrs its head to gore its assali- 
ant; but, in those timc^s wbcn the ponderous wcapons 
increased the power of a warrior's nrm, to sever witli one 
bU>w the head of the bull from the trank, was dccmcd ilio 
perfeetion of the art ; and it was eden dono by those wbo 
bad both strcngth nnd skilL 

Paredes entcrcd the arena, carrying a huge, long sword 
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— spadane — on his Icfl shouldcr, drcssod in a tight ootset 
of buffalo skin, with uncovcrcd head. He saw that the 
bull Imd bcen wounded, and was losing blood ; hcncc ho 
beckoned to tlie purduivonts, and called for a frcsh onc 
The fatigucd bull having bccn lasdocd, and puUcd awaj, 
ihcy opcncd one of the small stables, and another of 
larger frame and of more fcrocious appcaranco burst 
foith. Emcrging from darkncss into the open, dazzling 
light of the 6un, exasperatcd and furious, the bull dashcd 
forward. tcaring up the ground around the lists, as such 
animals are wont, until pcrcciving his antagonist, ho 
haltcd bcfore him, lowcrcd hia head, roaring, and with 
tlie length of his tongue hanging out of his mouth, ho 
lookcd as if he was taking a position ; he backed, and 
with its forcfect pawed the sand into a cloud that cnvcl* 
opcd his ncck and back. Garcia's strcngth was grcat ; 
but it would bave bccn dangcrous to try it with a bull 
wliosc forchcad was armcd with homs of unusunl length, 
nnd witli a ncck so widc and so bulkjr as to fcar no attack ; 
the Spaniard saw the nccd of cxtreme caution. With 
both hands lifting his spadone over tlie IcA, and with tho 
Icft foot stamping the ground twice or thrce times, ho 
8houts at the bcast : *' ah 1 ah ! " Tiie bull, lowering bis 
horns, rushcs upon his cncmy ; the latter, just as he ìa 
accostcd, falls back on one side and bestows upon the 
biiU'd ncck a blow from his spadone with so mudi nervf% 
nnd so wcll aimcd, that the head roHs on the ground, 
and the body dnrts thrce or four stcps forwanls beforo 
it fcU. 

A univcrsal burst of acclamntions applaudcd Don 
Garcia, as he immcdiatcly rcgnined his scat among tho 
spectators. Tlie Frcnch knights, unacquaintcd with this 
roanncr of combat, and witnessing tho case with which 
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the SfMUiiud had deKpfttcbcd Uic bull, dìd noi decm il a 
feat of moch diffieoltj. And as Uicy wcrc ali meo in 
the prime of jooth and of grcai strcngtb, and vcry skil- 
fol in the use of ann.% rcmarkcd tliat tliej would alm 
do the samc And La Motte was evcn nx>rc conGdcnt 
than the rcst in cxprcssiiig his opinion tliat it was noi so 
yerj difficult to perfonn tlie decd« Mode prìsoncr bj 
Garcia, as tlie rcadcr wcU remcmbcrs, he liad ran:$omed 
htmself ; of a disdainful soul, he lieartilj liated tlic Span- 
iard ; noi that he had bccn disoourteouslj trcated, but he 
» eould not bear to Iiave always bcforc his cjes hìm to 
whom he had bccn ibrced to humblo liimsclf. 

Ile apphuided Garcia, it is truc, to avoid the cliarge of 
being envioo5 and uncourteous ; but with a look which 
modem Frcnchmcn cali sujffisanl^ for \vbich the Ital- 
iana bave not pcrhaps a corrcsponding word, but in 
English might be rcndercd ul/'SuJficienl. "With a 
hauglity micn, boU uprìght, not dcigning to tum townrds 
him in full pcrson, ivliich was a habit ])ccub'ar to himsclf, 
he rcmarkcd : ^ Bravo, Don Diego ; good cut, par Notre 
Dame ; " thcn addrcssing a Frcndiman at liis side, nddcd 
with a smile ; ** grand metchefa ili que le taureau n'cùt 
pas sa cotte de maiUes ; la rescausse eùt été pour ìuL** * 

Paredcs undcrstood him, felt cnragcd, and said to him« 
self; Volo a Dios que he da saber si est perro /ruìtces 
iieme los dentes largos corno la lmgua.'\ Ilo accostcd the 
Frendiman and said to bim : 

** IIow many brìght gold dueats will you plcaso to pay 
if I cut tlie ncck of a bull protectcd with a coat of mail 

• Greiit pltjr tlio bull had iiot on hi« coat-oT-maUi bc would baro 
gaioed tbe Tietory. 

1 1 Tow to Ood, tbat I wbh to know wlietber thi« Frooch eur bat 
totth aa kog as bit tongna. 
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whcn you oould noi cut it nokcd ? But ovcd without any 
considcration of ducats, Icst pcoplo think tlmt Diego Gar- 
eia TTorks for mono/ liko a torero^ let honor alone be 
plcdged, and let us 8ce whetker you ean strìko a bk>w 
liko mino as well os you ean lough at it** 

The ehallcnge did not pleoso La Motto mueh, and ho 
bit the tonguo tliat provokcd it ; not tliat bo was a eow- 
ard ; on the contraiy, he was a daring man and trae ; but 
as thid was tho first timo that ho happened on such ad- 
venturc, he did not well know how to meet tho enoountcr. 
But ho could not rctreat ; with such spcctators as wcro 
around him ho felt obligcd to leap tho ditelu Accord- 
ingly he boldly rcplicd : 

*' In truth, it would not be indccorous for a French 
knight to refuse a combat with a bull, but it shall nevcr 
be said that Guy de la Motte over shrank from using bis 
sword, let tho occasion be whatever it might. To the 
trial." — And he rose, muttcring between bis teeth — 
^^Chien (TEspaffuoIj sijepouvaìs te lenir tur dix piedi de 
lon terraifij au Ueu de la bete /"*••• Ile had doselj 
watclied nnd well Icamcd Garcia's tactics in striking tho 
succcssful blow ; a young chcvalier, a man of arms, and 
a Frcncliman, could he feci mistrust ? 

Tliis challcnge so novcl had rouscd tho surrounding 
young soldicrs to the highest pitch of excitement. Tho 
commotion and ilio murmur had been noticed in Gonza- 
lo*s galicry ; tho cause was soon told ; it spread through 
tlie gallerìcs liko wildfirc, nnd was received by the spcc- 
tators with Joy. Ilowevcr, tho news passed from mouth 
to niouth with strango transformations, tho moro strango 
as they originuted fixim individuai of tho lower classcs. 

• Dog of a Spnniord, wottld to God I eottld hold tbeo oo ton foeC of 
fair ground, rathor tlian the beait! 
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Boi nowhere waii tho rcport so luisruprescnted as wbcro 
Zonus waSy ai tko rcry forthcst point from Gonzolo's 
balocmj. The inost dUtont among tlic spcctators nl- 
alwajs prctcnding to know moro tlinn thosc who wcro 
die ncarcsty thcro was a waving of tlic licads, and 
upturning of faccs whick evidenti/ niarked the prog- 
msB of tko news as it ran tkrough tko stcps and soats of 
the spcetators. Gennaro kad been up on kis feci some 
timo, strctcliing kis neck, and impaticntly trying to catcli 
some infomiatk>n as to tke cause of tke tumult. He, 
Zorais and tkeir ncigkbors liad sccn tko cororootion in 
tke baleonj wkere tke knigkts and tkeir leadcrs «it, tktMi 
tkej saw tlie former leaving tkeir placcs and scatter over 
tko lists ; tke feast seemcd intcmipted ; no otker bull 
was let loose ; and tkej inquired of eack otlicr, — wkat 
ÌB tke matter? wkat now? — but ali inquinai, and no ono 
replied. At last one ncar hy said, — ^Tlio cliallcngo 
between tko Italians and tke Frcnck is to come off now, 
bere in tke Ibts." — ««OI bak!" — said anotkcr, "don't 
yoa see Fieramosca up tkcre, nailcd to tko bolcony ? 
Truly, hy tko way ke is talking to tkat young kidy ko 
does noi secm to be in any bumor for a figkt just now," — 
Zorais overbeard it and sigked. Anotkcr from tlie 
otker side ekimed in ; — ** Thcy say tkat tke Frcnck cap- 
tain kas cliallenged Gonzalo, and wkoevcr kills tke bull, 
wkick is a bandito from Quarato, will liavc gaincd tko 
daj, and will be the lord of tko kingdom." But tkcn 
several pursuivants were in a bustlo around ono of the 
small stables, and seemcd to bo about rousing anotkcr 
bulk Diego Garda was standing on ono side witli kis 
spadone on liis skoulder in tko midst of a group of raen, 
idi apparenti/ addressing kim at once, ali in a flunry, as 
if tkey wished to impress somotking upon kis mind ; but 
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on lii3 browy bold and lofly, towcrìng over ilio rest, kos 
ficcn, cvcn from afur, tho immovablo detcrminatioo thot he 
would accomplLsk wliat ho liod promisod, liowovor full of 
dangcr tho attempi might bc Not far from htm was a 
group of Frcnchmcn drawn dosclj around ha Motte, cn- 
couraging hiin to prcTcnt the sliamo of defoat 

A spcctator, occupying ono of tho lowost scots» and 
iivlko hnd ju:)t concludcd a conTorsation with Veleno who 
stood by him, rcmarkcd, tuming bis eycs up to Gennaro : 
" This goofi man hcro says that yon gentlemen Iiavo laid 
a wngcr thnt tlicy wìW swallow a pint of Grcek wino at 
onc dmught in tho very tceth of tho bulh** Many huigUcd 
at tlic plcasimtry ; but tho titter 80on ccased whcn tboj 
snw Fanfulln, Aviih mcn-at-arms under bis oommoDd, 
clearing the lists, in the centro of wliidi tho S|>anisli 
giani stood alone with that groat spadone of bis on bis 
fthouhler. 

Parodcs fdt liow difTicuIt it would bc for him to conio 
out of this contesi with honor ; nolwilhstanding bis Ilcr-' 
culean 8ti*cngth, il was an undcrtaking of great boldnoss 
to cui the neck of a ^ull covcrcd with nn iron coat-of^ 
mail ; hcnce he had provided himsclf with another Mpa^ 
donc of more weiglil than the formcr onc, and which ho 
used only wlien he had to assault or dcfend cnlronch- 
mcnts ; he had run home for it, had it sharpcncd to a 
roundish cdge, and having hastily takcn some food oa 
it camo to band, he had waslìcd il down with balf a 
gallon of good Spanish winc. Ile had had plenty of timo 
to do ali ibi:), as it was not an easy ta«:k nor freo from 
dangcr, to fastcn around a bull's neck a coat-of-mail. 
This armor had bccn left open in front, the liorns} drnwn 
tlirougb Ilio arm-holes, and romained fastcncd under tho 
necky tbo coUar dangltng down in front But wboever 
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has secn bull fights in our own timcs, knows that it i8 
possible* witb tho hclp of licmpcn cords fastcncd to the 
aniuuil'é hornsy to hold it ot Uaj in dark placcs, and forco 
it to submit to anj treatment 

Amidst tho (lourìshing of trumpcU, and evciy kind 
of instromentjs a king-at-arms carne forward. Ile wsm 
drcfsscd in a kind of scapular, red and yellow, with the 
Spani«h arma on liis breast and on hh back. With a 
motion of hid truncheon ho commandod sìlence, and wilh 
a loud Toice proclaimed as follows : 

** In the namo of the Catholic Kin^, Fenlinand, King 
of Cantile, Leon, of tho Kingflom of Granada, West In- 
dieSy etc. ctc ctc. Don Gonzalo Ilcmandcz de G)rdova, 
Marquifl of Almenarcs, Commander, Clicvalier of tho 
order of San Jago, Captain, Governor for Ilis Cutliolic 
Majesty of tho Kingdom this side of tlic Faro, dcfcnds ali 
hero prcscnty under penalty of two strappados^ or more to 
bis plcasure, from interfering by word.s, acclamations, 
signSy or anj action whatevcr, witli the combiit Avhlch will 
take placo immediatcly botween the bull and tlie JlltiS' 
irùstmo Magìiifico Cavaliere Don Diego Manrifptc de 
Lara Conte de Paredes.** 

A responso was flourishe^l from ali the tnmipcts. The 
spectatons of ali classe^ either through courtasy, knowing 
that bj tho slightest movement on the purt of the bull, 
the Ufo of tho ìntrepid Spantani might he jcopanlcd, or 
through fear of the strap-s wcro huslied into pò dcep 
BÌIcnoc, tliat tvhen the little bull-house was openc<l, tho 
drawing of ita bolt was distinctly heard fmm ono end to 
tlio othcr of tlie amphitheatre* A bull came out, but not 
with the nmd fury of thoso bcforo ; nor was he so lai^ 
as the rcst, but he was thick, and ali bkck ; moreover, ho 
was a great deal moro savago ; ho al» halted at ten steps 
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from Don Garcia, and fixcd his cycs upon bini, loshcd 
himscir with his tali, and pnwcd tho sand. Ilis antagonist 
kcpt motionlcss, the sword li(\cd in ilio air, his wido 
open eyc8 giizing attcntivcl/, well knowing that a false 
nini might cost him his life. The beast moved at last, tho 
first stcps slowly; thcn at once ho gave a roar and a 
plungc, and rushed with lowered head upon Garcia* Tlic 
S|>anìard, thinking ho wouid bc ablo to cut the bull's head 
as Iio Imd dono in the formcr struggloy darted on odo side, 
und Ict the blow fall with ali tho power of his arm ; but 
cithcr bccause tho sword did not fall straight or becauso 
the bull had mado a coìUre-UmpMj the weapon rcboundcd 
on tho coat, und tho bull tumcd upon him with so much 
fury tliat, to kccp him at a distance, tho Spaniard had 
scarccly timo to uddrcss his aim at the front whcrc it was 
protcctcd by tlio iron celiar, and thcro he held the poiot 
of the sjìadone, Thcn, indoed, the whole strcngth of 
Paredcs wos put to tho test Thcre ho stood with his 
fcet widc apart, one bcfore the othcr, the spadoìie hcld 
with bolli hands, the hilt rcsting ag:\inst his breast, and 
tlic \Yjini holding on to tho bulFs front, nnd thcrcjby sue- 
cccdcd in kccping him at bay ; the thick and strong biade 
stood the trial ; and the stniin on Parcde;i*s part was so 
intense that the sincws and the musclcs of his thiglis 
and Icgs quivcrcd and swellcd as wcU as the voins of tho 
ncck and forehead ; the bue of his face tumcd red at first, 
tlien into a purplo tint ; and ho bit bis under lip so fierce- 
ly as to di*aw blood from iu 

The bull, secing that the avenue to an attack was prc« 
cluded on that side, drew back ; and, taking fleld again, 
rushed upon Garcia with rcnewcd fury. Garcia fclt a 
fever scizing upon him from the sliame of liaving niissed 
his blow ; in the twinkling of his cye he lookcd up 
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io the gallerics and saw La MoUe*8 couiitcnanco shad- 
owcd willi a snccrìng look ; the sight maddcncd him, and 
feeling a new impulso nddcd to his strcngth, liAed tho 
sword as high as his arm eould rcach nud let it fall on 
the bulTd neck wilh such cnishing force tliat he would 
liave cut it liad it been of bronzc. At first he cut oncof 
the homs like a hulrush, tlien the coat-of-mail and the 
vertebnc, stopping onljr at the hide of the dcw-kp, hy 
which the head stili hung, while the body wcnt roUing 
on the ground aniid a cloud of dusL 

Sudi an cxciting exhibition of skill and strength 
elidtcd a burst of acclamation so trerocndous and so 
unanimous, that it soundcd like a clap of tliundcr. 
Faredes let the spadone full at his fcct, stood panting 
for a few moment.^ whilc the purplc of his chccks 
tumed into a pale color, which howcvcr did not Inst long. 
Ile was immediately surroiindcd by hÌA fricnds, fcasting 
and grceting him. Some admìrcd him, some liandled tlie 
spadofte^ othcrs cxamincd the width of the woinid, and 
the ncatncss of the blow, and meantimc the b;uKls inado 
the vallcy reecho with their cntliusinstic stniìns. 

Tho Spaniard hnd come out of his engagement wilh 
lioiior. Now it was the tum for La ISIoltc. The skilful 
blow of his antagonist led him to pause ; he could 
nerer hope to cqual him ; and should he cvcn succecd 
(although it was a dubious matter) in cutting in twain 
tho neck of a bull unprotected by any armor, the praises 
bcstowed upon him would be of an inferior order ; 
moreover his inexperienco in tliis manncr of warfaro 
made him liave misgivings as to his diances of success. 
At ali events he felt that he could not come out of tho 
af&iir with liooori and he became almost crazy frora sheer 
spitc 
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Whcn Iho Spaniard prcscnted himsclf to inTitc him to 
cntcr tho lists, ho rcfused in on insulting monncr, and 
addcd, tlmt Frcncli chcvalicra, on hono and vritli lanoo, 
hcld tlio first rank in dio world, and as noblc chcvalicra 
thcy would fighi and conquer ihcir cquals in just war- 
furc, but ihcy Icfl to hinds and butchcrs tlio art of killing 
buUs ; — Ict the matador be gonc, and botlicr him no more. 
To thosc bcastly rcmarks, Diego Garcia madc a replj of 
cqunl and worso import ; botli kid their hands upon thcir 
hlits, and the quarrel, taking phice in Uio baloonjr occu- 
pied by the kniglits, attracted the attention of Gonzalo, 
of the Duke of Nemours, and of ali tho spectators. To 
make it short, a new cliallengo was then given; and 
Garcia in a sonorous and tcrriblo voice callcd out the 
French, and challengcd thcm to cncounter him, sajing 
he wouid prove to tlicm that cven in this warfare tho 
Spaniardfl not only wcre thcir cquals, but by far their 
supcriora. 

The Captuins of Franco and Spain were dclighted 
wlicn thcy saw that a martial spirìt was not only kcpt up 
but cvcn faiined into fury in the two armics, through 
thcsc quarrcLs nnd challcngcs, which sccmcd to reproduco 
among thcir followcrs the romantic deeds sung by barda 
and troubadours. Thcrcforc they grantcd that even this 
chalicngo should be accepted ; and in a few rooments the 
numbcr nnd the names of the combatants were agrced 
upon, and it was determincd that they would mect witliin 
two days, tcn on cach side, on the bcach along the road 
to Bari. But it was enjoincd as a prcliminary condition 
that no more was to be said that day about the challengo» 
so that the festivitics should not be interrupted. The 
champions on bolh sidcs were satbficd, and ali retumcd 
pcaccfully to thcir phices. 
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Whilst thcse arningements wcrc carried on, the mcn- 
«t^umsy who bad charge of tho lists, corricd away the 
body of the last bull, and sprcad the place willi sand and 
saw-dust, ooverìng evciy spot of blood. Fanfulla, under 
wboso direction the pursuivanta wcre at work, hnd re- 
cdTed orders from Gonzalo to arrangc everything for the 
joosts. In a few moments, thcy ercctcd a wall, or rathcr 
a partitioDy mado of plank?, supported hy posts (ixed in 
holes preparcd for the purposo beforehand. It was ex- 
lended tlirougb the whole Icngth of the arophithcatre, 
like the azis traversing through the focus of an cllìpsc ; 
ita height was about to the breast of a man of avernge 
fise. The extremities did not rcach the palisade, and 
at these points an opening for three horscs abrcast was 
lefl under the gallerìcs. The rulcs of this kind of joust 
were, that when the knights intcndcd to run with bluntcd 
lancesy two at a tìroe placed themsclvcs at the opposite 
extremities, on encli side of the partition, and both had 
it on their right; tlicn the combatants spurrcd tlieir 
Lorscs, and ran dose to the wall, and aimed a blow at 
each other as they mcL It was a dangcrous pnssngc-at- 
armS| as the borse could not mistake it, and the rider 
knew also beforehand whcre thcy would cneounter. At 
the two ends of the lists were placed two barrcls, with ono 
head stove in, fiUed with sand, in which lances of ali sizes 
were standing, that the knights might make their choice 
and replace their own as they passcd by, in case theirs 
were broken in the cneounter, without advantage on 
either side. Then thej vaulted around the extremities, 
and ran to meet each other again over the eourse beforo 
ooeupied hy the adversary. 

When eTerything was ready, Fanfulla advanccd to tho 
Am>ì of the baloonj in which the Lady Elvira was scated, 
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and ìnformcd hcr that it became ber dutj to give the 
sìgnal. Tlic daughtcr of Contalo threw into the lista a 
liandkcrchìcr; al the same timo, the trumpet aounded the 
onset, and thrcc S|)aniard« cntcred the lista ; thej were 
niountcd, ^hcathcd in highl/ polishod armor, glistening 
in the sun ; and the waving plumage of their helmctSi 
tiic rich cmbroidcrjr and tho profusion of ornamenta, pro- 
sentcd a sight seldom witncttscd. Thejr undcrtook to de- 
fend the ficld, challenging any opfionents to combat with 
lance and macc, — to break thrce of the former, and give 
two blows with the latter. 

The champions were Don Louis de Correa j Xarcio^ 
Don Inigo Lopez de Ayola^ and Don Ramon Blasoo de 
Azevedo. 

A herald then advanced and called the names of the 
three cliallcngers, and proclainied, aeoording to the laws 
of tourneys, that none «hould dare hy word or action to 
interfere witli the combatants. The shields of cach 
knight were suspended under tlie balcony of Gronzalo, 
and their nanies were written in golden lettera. The 
chall(;ngers rode around the enclosure, and retréated to 
one extreniily of tlie list4 under a huge standard, in 
which were painted the turrets and lions of Castile, and 
the hard of Aragona; it was held bj a squire richlj 
dressed, and it streamed over bis head. 

The prize to be awarded to the victor of this toume/y 
was Ji bel me t of exquisite workmanship ; it was aurmount- 
ed hy a statuette of Victory instead of a crest The 
goddess held in one band a golden brandi, in tlie othor 
tlie helmet's piume ; it was from tho chisel of Raflaello 
del Moro, a celebrated Fiorentine artisL It was placed 
upon the jwint of a lance near the barrier where the 
three Spanish barons had entered. 
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Bajardy the prìdc and gloiy of tho profcssìon of arni», 
entered the llsts first, mountcd on a haiidsomc bay of 
Normandjr, whito spottcd on threc fect, and witli blnck 
mane ; the liandsome points of tlic 8tee<l wcrc hiddcn, ns 
iisoal, bj the long tràppings which covered liim from the 
ean to the tail ; tlic housing wns of light green crosscd 
bj rermilion bar», with the kniglit's coat-of-nrms cra- 
broidercd on the slionUlcni and haunchcs and it wns 
hemmed with frìnges which reached to the horsc's knces. 
Bunclies of plumcs wnving over the head and crupi)cr, 
and the i>ennon fluttering from the extrcmity of his 
lance, as wcll as the feathcr surmounting the holmet, 
wero of the samc colors. Thcrc was nothing extra- 
oidinaiy in the forni of the rider, who, in fact, from 
the appearanee he roade under his nnnor, did not even 
exhibit tlie avcrage strength of the mon-at-amis of tliose 
times. Ile advaneed, managing the stccd, wlio, lightly 
touclied with the spur and rc»lniined by the bit, capcred 
and caracoled, swung bis head right and IoA, arehing 
bis neck, and, with a long flowing tail, lashcd and raiscd 
the sand. 

He paused before the lialcony in wliich the Laily 
Elvira was seatcd, and afVer having paid Wm complimenUi 
to ber by lowcring the i>oint of hÌ8 lance, struck with iis 
foot the shield of Inigo unti! it rang threc timos. Then 
holding the lance in his Icft, alrcady cncumbered by brìdle 
and buckler, he took the battle-axo which hung from the 
pommel of his saddle, and twice he struck with it Correa's- 
shield ; he thus mcant to dcfy tlic formcr to break threo 
lances, and the latter to prove his strength at thn battlo- 
aze twiee. After this, he retreated to the entranceof 
the li«ts. 

Without a momeot't delay Inigo was at his place op- 
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posile to hU antagonista and both had tlieir lanoen in rest 
with the pointA glancing in tlic air. Bajard had kepi 
bis viiK>r oi>en ali tlus time, and it had bccn remarkcd 
Uiat bis face was of on aAiy (lalencss ; fK> tliat the spccta- 
tora werc grcatly astonish<xl that he sliould dare, or tliat 
he shouid cvcn have strength to do Uaitle tliat day. Now 
he ordercd lus squire to dasp the visor, remarking, that 
in spile of the quartctna * — he had been four montila af- 
flictcd with il — he felt confident that he would noi dia» 
grace tlie Frencli arms that day. 

The trunipcts sounded a tliird tirae, and the two wor- 
riors and their horsos vanished from tliehr pestìi aa if 
im])ellcd by onc roolion. To bend on their lancea, to 
spur their horscs, to dash ìnto full career with the rapid* 
ìly of a wingc'd flight, were himultaneous movemcots, 
and both kniglit.s charged ench otlicr with equnl fury. 
Iiiigo ainicil al tliu hchncl of his antngonist, — a murk 
difiìcult lo hit, bui of surc offecl; bui alinosi in the 
moment of the encountcr, ihinking limi before such 
spcclators it would bc more prudenl to take an nim that 
would Hot miss, he only dircctc<l the poiul of his hmcc ai 
the shidd of liayanl. The French champion wlio wos, 
pcrbafis, the most skilful of ali men-ut-arms of that 
ago, aimcd a blow al Iiiigo's visor, and so true did he hit 
him, that he could have dono no better had both been 
standing. The helmel sparklcd al the shock, the spear 
went into yhivcrs, and the Spaniard rceled on his lell 
side, whero he had also lo^l the stiiTup, nnd il was fearod 
he would fall. 

The two clmmpions ran on their career to mect on the 
opposile side, and Inigo, throwing away with rage the 
9XsS of his spear, snatchcd another lance as he passed. 

* lutormittent fover. 
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In the second encounter thcre was no advantagc on 
either side ; and Inigo qucstioncd in hU own heart 
whetbcr the French champion had not refraincd through 
coortesy from fully exhibiting hìs dcxterity. Bui on the 
third run the doubt becamo certaiuty. Inigo brokc his 
lance on the visor of hìs adversaiy, but tlie latter only 
grazed with his weapon the check of the S^Miniard, and 
it was oTident that the mistake had not bcen involuntaiy. 
The trumpcts sounded, the acchimationa wcrc loud, and 
the judges awarded cqual lionors to the coinljiUnntj», who 
rode up togetlier to the balcony of the Lady Elvira to do 
bomage to her. While shc rcccived thcm with words of 
praisCy Gonzak) also bestowed on them hìs encouiiuin, and • 
the Duke of Nemours said to tlie chainpions : Chevalters^ 
e*esl bel ti ban. 

Inigo might yield in evcry thing but in gcncrosity; 
and he proclaimed the courtcsy cxhibitcd by Bayard 
towardfl him ; while Bayard, witli that roodcsty which is 
always the oompanion of virtuc, dcnied the chargc; and 
protested that he had done bis bcst« Gonzalo brought 
thls contention of courtesy to an end by rcmarking, — 

«From yoar words one may doubt as to who has 
better broken his hince ; one thing is certain, howevery 
tbere are not in the world more noble, more gcncrous 
cbeTaliers than you." 



CHAPTER XIII. 

At the signal from the trumpcts, Correa, anncd with 
an axe and a sraall round bucklcr, carne forward to an- 
8wer the cliallcnge of Balani, who, having alighted from 
ìm horse, hud chnnged it for a frcsh onc, and was ready 
for the combat. The two knights advanced towards cach 
otlicr, not spurring thcir stceds to full ^peed, but re- 
straìning thcm with spur and bridlc to lialf-gallop, until 
thcy carne ncar meeting. In encountcrs of this sort the 
velocity of the onset would not increase the force of the 
b]ow8, &s in the case of a contcst with lances. The force 
of a blow dcpcndc<l chicfly ui)on the nerve of the arm, 
and in a grcut mcasure upon managing the borse «o as 
to make him rcar at the profier time and poise on bis 
hind Icgs ; and thcn as he carne down on bis forefeet, Uie 
knight would catch the moment to Ict fall bis weapon, 
usually addrcssing it to tlie hclmet of the advcrsary ; and 
if this was dono with true aim, the shock was generali/ 
8uch that it was almost impossible to rcsist it. In the 
fin»t cncountcr, the two horses, well broken and skilfully 
trnincd, rcai*ed and fcll at one time; and the knights 
boing protcctcd by their shiclds could not hit each otbcr, 
but (Misscd on. The same hnppcned in the second en- 
countcr. Bayard saw the manocuvre of bis antagonist ; 
and the third time he spurred more quickly against 
Correa, who was force<l to do the sanie. As they met, 
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the Frendunan reiiied the horsc down on he haiinches 
just «9 the Spanùinlv tiiken unawarcrs ^uui nuule h» $teed 
rrmTy and wns addressing hU aim to the helmet, but the 
bor^ alighted and the aim ¥ras mUscd. Bajard skilfully 
seized the moment, upliflcd the aze wiih both handa, 
spurred bis hor^e, and rìaìng in his stimipA, doalt a 
blow on the hehnet of his adversaiy which msidc him 
recl OTer the animal's neck ; and whcn tho spectatora 
thougfat that he woakl rccovcr himself, he fell to the 
ground stunned, and two of his tiquires boro him away 
from the lists. Bajraixl Icfl the lists also, bowing towards 
the balcony of Latly Elvira ainidst tho acclamatìons of 
the whole amphithcatrc, and the music of the bandi 
apphiuding his victoiy. But ho had to tum liack and 
fight Azevedo, who, advancing, hnd offereil himsclf to 
finish the combat in pinco of his comradc. Tliis cn- 
eountcr lastcd longcr, and with vnricd success ; stili 
the honors of tho victory wero nwardcd to the Frcnch 
knight. 

An encla<(ure hnd bccn rcscrved ncnr the cntnmco 
guarded bj a |»nlisadc, for tho kccping of liorscs, tho 
acoommodation of nrmorcrs, nnd for a tcnt pitchcd for 
the use of the kniglits nnd tlicir attcndnnts, whcrcin thcy 
might rctire and arm thcm.«clvcs. Gonzalo hnd given 
instructions that cvcrythìng shouM be in rcadiiicMs tlint 
might be neccssnry. Tlicro might be sccn se verni tablos 
9et to lay armors upon, a farricr with a small portable 
forge, that lie might mcnd nny parts of the armoris nnd 
lastly, a side-table with an nbundnnoo of wìiicm and ru- 
freshmcnts. Brancalccmc hnd bccn detailcd for ihc duty 
of superintcndìiig tliis dc]iartmcnt, and hnd been particu- 
larìy elmrgcd to see tliat nothing was wanting. 

Whilst he wa9 performing his duty, Graiano d'Asti» 
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wliom he limi sccn on the occasion of carrying the chal- 
longe to the French camp with Ficramosca, arrived with 
two uticndunts, who currìcd ìììa arma and Icd bis war- 
horsc Brancalcone, wbo, as was bis wontf liad here» 
tofore Fjioken vcry little, advanccd and grected him with 
more words and show of courtcsjr tlian was his custom. 
If }'ou hnd been wcll acquaintcd with his wajs, observ- 
ing how he nctcd on tbis occasion, jou would havo 
casily known tbat he bad some secret motivo for forming 
on acquaintance with tluit man ; in fact, he bad a particu- 
lar end in vicw, and of great importance, as we sball see 
at the pro|ier tiroc. 

After the first welcome and oficr of service, and after 
baving procurcd wbatever he wanted, Brancalcone con- 
tinued conversing witli him, wliilc bis attcnd«ints bclped 
bini to disrobe himself of the costly gannente he worc, 
an<l to put Oli a jackct and tight Icatber brecches, over 
whicli he was to (it tlic armor. 

Gniinno's annor was of cxquisitc workmanship, with 
^nlt stripc.4 on wcli-hnrni.slicd btecl, and was laid on the 
fablc in pieccjt. lìmncalconc examincd every part of it 
curefully ; and holding the breast-picce in bis band to 
hel[> bncklc. it on the knight, he saw tliat it was a 
doublé piate, and judged it impenctrable ; the piate cov* 
cring the bclly was also doublé and of equal strengtb ; 
and witli his practlscd cye he observed tbat tlie braces, 
cuishes, and grcaves might stand nny blow. A dose ob- 
server would have rcmarkcd that during this examina- 
tion there was sornetliing stninge in his countenance, and 
in the grin on bis lips ; but at that moment none would 
take notice of it« Only the helniet remaincd to be fitted on ; 
and Brancalcone, as ho took it up and examined it, por- 
eoi ved tliat its strengtb was not in kecping with the otbor 
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pieott ; he askcd Graiano whcther he was in the habit of 
wearing an iron head-piece ; and bcing answcred in the 
negatiTe, he questioned him how it hap|)cncd timi whiist 
he protocted eveiy pari of his pcrson with arma so 
•trongy he neglected to use the same prccaution for the 
head* 

* Because," answcred Graiano, ** at the sicge of an in- 
tignifieant little castle not worth three ccnts, — and tliat 
madcap of Montpensier was beni on taking it, — just ns I 
had applied the ladder to mount the walls, some of tliose 
Abrasxo TÌllains who defendcd it, rolled a huge stono 
over me, which falling edgewise, stove the hclmet in, and 
made a hole in my head, tbat will bc entirely hcaied 
ooly, I beliere, when thej shall throw a shovelful of diri 
OTer it. And see bere 1 ** 

And sajing this, he took Brancaleone's hand, and 
brìn^g it to his head, made him fcel a notch on the top 
of the cranium, from which it was evidcnt that he couid 
not bear a helmet much heavier than the one on the 
table. 

^ In consequence of this wound — hnngcd bc the man 
who inflictcd it I — I bave lost a grcat mniiy duaits ; ns I 
was obliged to leavo King Cliurlc^, and n^mnin under 
cure for manjr months. It is truc, however," he added 
with a hugh, ^ tbat by it I got rid of the bunlcn of a 
wifc, • • • • so tliere was both evil and good in the wbolc. 
Then I hired mysclf to that wretcb of the VnlcMixii; 
until, as it pleased God, I rejoined the French, and with 
Ùfcm at least there is no min talling on the liin*, nor snow 
eit^r, and at tlie dose of each month they pay out ilorìns 
in ready money, as they do at the Martelli Bank in 
Fkmnce.** 

* But how could this light helmet utand a smart cut ? " 
nyoined Brancaleone. 
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'' Oh I ^ nnswcrcd the knight, *^ I don't troublc myself 
mudi about thut. First, it is a Damascus piate, and of a 
ca:*t ihnn which no bcttcr can bc obtaincd ; and then I 
toll thcc tlmt when in an cncountcr I perccive that thejr 
\vidh to chase the flies from around my head, I can ose 
the biicklcr so that it will tukc a man of grcai skili to 
rcuch me. See liere" (and lie showed htm the shield 
and tlie ihong hy wlùch it hung) ; ** 8ce how long I have 
it, in order to keep roy arm fi*ee.'' 

Brancalcone said no more, but went on examining tho 
casque on overy side, and made it ring with the knucklca 
of liis fingere, with an air of noncliakmce wliich he oould 
put on wilh a wondcrful cffect ; then he openod it, and 
fittinl it on tlie head of the knight with hi^ own hand:>. 

In the mcnnwhile the thi'ee Spaniards and Bayard had 
run iheir career as we have narrated. Tlie latter, liav- 
ing conrjiiercd liis op[)oncnt.4, entei*ed the tent where Grai- 
ano had just fini.shod arniing hinisolf, and was on tlie 
point of inouniing Iiis Iiorsc. The Knight of Asti spoke 
some wonls of courtcsy to the victor, and thinking tliat 
Brancalcone paid no attention to them, he inquired of 
Bayard whal he thoiight of the antagonists. 

Bayanl took off his gsiuntlcU, hiid them with bis hel- 
mct on the tablc, and wiping the ])er8piration, remarkcd : 

** Don Inigo de Ayala, honne Innce^foy de chevalier.** 

And to the rest lie awarded sudi praiscs as he thought 
they deservcd ; then gave to the kniglit who was going 
forth to the combat some advice conceming tho encountcr 
— and it was not Io.st. 

Gniiano enten^d the lisU nobly 1>estriding a heavj 
bix>wn borse covercd with housing of orango color, and a 
]K*Tald loudly procbiimed his nanie. Then ho advanced 
towards the balcony of Gonzalo, and struck with his 
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knee the thiddt of Aseredo and Inigo, and made them 
ring tkiee tioMB. An involuntarj inwanl «hudder sliook 
erciy fibre of FienunottcaV fnune« an lic hcard tliat name. 
He agaia rpproaclicd kìnksclf for not Imvìng ìnfonnvd 
GìneTra Uiat he was alive ; and as a inun U niore ready 
lo make good rerolutiond wlion the timo for their execu- 
doo u the fiirthesl distant, lie again purposcd to teli her 
of it at the finsi oppoHunit/. 

By this time the warrìors had mct, and the Piedmon- 
lese, who jfer robustnc^s and i^kill in combat waa held 
among the verjr fin^t, gained a decisive advantnge over 
AxeredOy although he did not succecd in uiiliorsting him ; 
* and with Inigo lie fought so well tlint the judgroent of 
the tpectators waa genemlly awnrdcd in bis favor. ^lanjr 
of the French party proved tbeir lances atlcr him ; 
among the rest, Seigncur De la Pelisse, Cbandcni<?r, 
Obigni, and La Motte, wlio, irritateci by the quarrel he 
had with Grarcia on the ffubjcct of figbting the bull, 
actoally did wonders that day. 

In fact, the thrce Spaniards who had undertaken to 
defend the li^ts, had the worst of it, nnd werc nuide to 
(eel their rashncss in taking lUono the field again:»t the 
best lanees of the French anny. IIowcTcr, Inigo nnd 
Aievedo were stili on their saddlcs ; and Groiano wlio 
had already tricd bis lance with them, advanccd to the 
encounter for a second time. Ferbaps it was fortunate for 
him that so much figbting had wcakcncd them ; liowever, 
it was bis fortune to end the contcst by unhorsing them 
one afìer the other, and thus to carry off the honors of the 
day. In the mid^t of the flourìsbes from the bands nnd 
the applauses of the spcctators, he receivcd from tlko hands 
of Lndy ElvLra the rich helmet, the award of bis vietory. 
The toomament being thns endedi Gonaalo rote^ agd 
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accompanied by bis daughter, the Captain of France, and 
ali the barons, resumed bis waj towards tbc Rock, wbere, 
it being tbe timo for tbe banquct, tbe tables were spread, 
and prcparations actively pushed. Tbe «quaro and tbe 
lis«t8 becamo «oon desertcd, the whole crowd, strangers 
and townKHicn, breaking up and dispcrsing towards their 
homcs or to the tavcms, cspecially to tbat of Venom, « 
favorito rcsort, and much frequented, whcro they sought 
rest and rcfrcshment, discussing among tbemsclves the 
fortuncs of the day. 

The inoming of tbat day in which fate had rcserTed 
the modt drcadful blows for Ginevra, sbe bad awakencd 
one hour Inter thun usuai. Fillcd with continuai an- 
guish by 8elf-rcpi*0Ach, shc bad not cnjoyed any rcdt until 
break of day ; but ber slumbers wcre brokcn, and troub- 
lod with a liundi*cd fnntastic dreams. Nowshe saw Fiera- 
moscu woundifd, and with a failing eye looking up to ber 
for comfort ; aguin 8he saw bim victorious, crowncd with 
glory, suiToundod by barons and tuming from ber with 
dis<biin ; he would pny liomage to anotbcr woman to 
whoni he offcred bis bsiiid. And in ber slccp sbe would 
try to reassure bcrsclf, saying: — •* happy I am tbat ìt ìs 
only a dream ! ** — Stili, sbe trcmbled, sceming to bear 
the festival sounds rciicboing tbe joy8 of Ettore's nuptials, 
the ringing of bells, and Uic booming of the cannpn ; and 
at liist their sound struck upon ber cara so tbat she sud- 
denly started, opcncd ber cycs, and tuming tbcm towurda 
tbe balcony wbcnce Barletta was secn, she felt tliat if 
ali the rcst had becn a dream, the noise tbat liad awak^ 
cned ber was a rcalily. She arose on ber bcd, and 
tlirusting ber small snow-white foot from under tbe 
ooverlids into a crimson slipper, wbile she was tbrowing 
around ber sboulders a moming dreas of axure color. 




oi the haScomx^ ga»> 
MÌÈk cjei JmiiJ bf tke ^«lu oc a ««im 

The «■ bai keca tw Wan aboi« tW ÌMMrùon» ami 
the dme, tke iovb, ami libe Rock. Fn» bc» 
wad tkc ffiSkne» ot the citMÌrL siohes 
ef aaini-r, as ìf raJkaly creatad» c£ a color like that of 
the pearii» ptereed thraagh wkh dartìii«; ton^^ues c£ firn» 
aad fiiiclii^ a while fi«ht fnxa the rajrs oT the $un^ — 
roQed ap ia a thoosand fervH ami shapes lowanb the 
fkj, Yaaifhiag awaj in the arare atim^phorc ; then in a 
lew aecood* the peni roQcd fbrvanl» ami reboumlìng front 
the traocpiil waves» it rcvchocd on the rocks oT ilie shore, 
and »lowlj dicd awaj in a faint nimbling sound, araitlst 
the fiulhe<t r c c ea p cj oT the mountain^. Tlic Rock and 
the town, enrelopcd at timc» in Mnoke which was qiiicklj 
dispersed bj the 8ea4>rccxe, wcre roirriNped in ilic green 
hoe of the cairn watcrs and tkcir invertcd image was 
reprodueed, flickerìng. but pcrfcct, in the sca. 

Wafted on bj the wind, the aound was moro or Icss 
Btrong according to the incrcasing or dccrcasing power of 
the hreexe. In the stillness of tlic Monastcìy, evcn the 
fthouts and tlie hurralis of the spcctators migiit, at timcs bo 
distlnctlj hcard, as tlicy diccrcd the Captain of Spain. 
Bui neitlier these tokens of fcstivity, nor ilio cliarming 
vista dii»pUjred beforo ber cjcs, could Uh from Ginevra's 
•ffoul the weigiit of Kadncss wbidi opprcs^cd it« A ncw 
^ng, equallj painful, was now aildcd to tliat of rcmunHs ; 
the suspidon of being bctraycd by bim for wlioso sako 
ahe had made the immense sacrìfice of diitrcganling tbo 
ckims of daty and of conudcnce. Iler mind repolled. 
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and hcr Henri nliliorrcd Ilio (Ioabt ; bui «till thcre was a 
doiilit. Wliocvcr lins tried it, let liim teli how cn»y il w lo 
expel it. And in fact, althoiigli tlicro was no trutli in hcr 
fcan*, Mìiì there exi.Hte<l circuinstanccfl wliich might ^ve 
A scmblnncc of rcnlity to tiic fotindation of ber doubts. 

Ettore had ccrtninijr isucccedcd in concealing from hcr 
the meeting with Graiano, bui nccustomed as he was to 
lay ali his thoughtfl and secreta before ber, ho could not 
fcign 60 well as not to let ber perceivo tbat tbero was 
lurking in his heart a secret of which sbo had noi beco 
mnde the oonfidant* 

On the otlìer band the roarked cliange in Zoraid' man- 
ners wns a thom which sbo could not pluck from lier 
hearr.^ S)ie woiild say to herself: — ^Who M'ill assure 
me thnt Ettore himsclf has not guessed ? IIow can I be 
made siirr* thnt he does not cncourage ber?" And wbile 
«ho endcavorcd to draw a conclusion from ali tbésc 
premises, site foiind herself entnngied in a labyrintb of 
doubtsi, without a throad to Icad ber out. 

Distressed and fatigued with so much mentid anguisb, 
she roso to look for rolicf and comfort, and made inquiries 
nbout Zomis ; shc wa.s not at home. She went to tlio gar- 
den ; she wa^ not thcre. She inquired of the few iiersons 
wlio had n*maincd at the ^lonastery, but nono could givo 
ber any infonnation. An iron grasp nlmost paUied ber 
heart, and a thousand sha|>ele.««s siispicions crowded upon 
ber mind. She tben approachcd the tower by wbicb 
the entry to the island is protected. She saw it desertod, 
and not one single man on giiard ; the Oonetttabik had 
gone to the jouMts and his men had followed suit* She 
imsscd the bridge and kepi on walking along the beacb| 
with the S041 at ber rìght, and on the lofi the steepness of 
tbe mountain covcrcd with heavy underwood. With a 



206 ETTORE FIERAMOSGA. 

weaiy step, and a mind ovcrbuiilened witli tlioughu, nhe 
paid no attcntìon to wliut was going on around lier. But 
ali at once ^ho «lartcd at a rustling noise ainong Uie 
bnmchcs ; and to hvr great tcrror, f>he saw cmorging from 
it a man who, ndvancing witli totlerìng stcps, oovercd 
with ragis steeped in blood, torn by thoms uiid brìam, nnd 
with long, unkempt, mnttcd linir fiilling u|K>n hi« fuco, np- 
proaclicd ber and fell on hU knccs. At firnl sho thouglit 
of flying away, but natuniUy courngeous and fcarlcM, nhe 
•tood stili ; and looking at the man wlio had ap|)eared be* 
foro ber in that guise so strangc, she rccognizcd at Icngth 
tbe chieftain Pictraccio, whom, following tlie pian laid hy 
Don Miguel, she and Ficramosca liad involuntarìly set at 
liberty. Tlie affair hnd tumod out ns Va1cntino*s emis- 
saiy bad forcseen ; whilst tliey wcro busy about tlio 
woman, Pictraccio had taken to his hccls run up i>lnir^, 
and tben through the gate, clearing his way with the sti- 
letto he had in his hand; and, alUiough woundc«l nnd 
chased by many, he had 8uccoc<lcd in giiining the woods, 
and being well acquaintcd with thcm, nnd a ver)* swifl nin- 
ner, had saved htmsclf. Not to full in the haiids of tha<o 
who had bcen dispatched after him, he was ohliged to live 
most miscrabjy, hidden in the densest parU of the forcst ; 
and now finding himsclf ncar her, to whom he 8iip|KMH*d 
be owed his frccdom, and thcrcforo had no reason to fear, 
goaded by hanUhip and hungcr, he implorcd her com|ias- 
aioDy making use of signs to make her undcrKiund his 
great misery, which liowevcr was evident in his very 
appearancc. Ginevra felt both loathing and pity for the 
wretch, and bade him not to fear, — that at the Monnstery 
tbere was no person but the nuns, and the tower being 
tot that day abandoned, he migbt foUow her to a wood- 
bouae under ber quartens whero she would care for him* 
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Tho assassin, who peradventure fclt that death woald 
bave becn prcforable to such a life, followcd ber, and 
rcacheil the Iiidìng-place witlioat being secn hy any per> 
8on. The tender hcsirtcd woman brought him rcfresh* 
ments and bandagcd the wound, whìch, howcvcr not veiy 
severe, stili nee<]cd care, and witli some Straw prc|>nred 
for him a couch as well as she could. As she wos re- 
tuming tip stnins Zorais and Gennaro had just landed 
from the M(fy rctumed from Barletta. 

Ginevra could not refrain from making a mild oom« 
plaint to the mnidcn who had ìeh home in the rooming 
wìthout tolling her. 

^ Dcnr Zorais I I bave been very uneasy searcbing for 
tliee ali over tho ìshind ; why not liave told me tbat thou 
wert going ? '* 

^ Not to awnke thcc,** was Zorais' replj ;. and the want 
of sinccrity in the answcr suflTused her oountenance witli 
a slight vermilion tint, which Ginevra noticed ; and thea 
added : — 

" I left very early with Gennaro, and . . ." 

^ And/* intcrrupte<l Ginevra whh a smile, ^thou didst 
not know last night that thou wcrt gf>ing ? ** 

Such direct thrust added a tint of spite to the sbxune 
which had alnuidy crimsoned Zomis* face: — ^ Yes • • . 
I had some idea of gi>ing. "•— Then, resuming the tbread 
of her convorsation : ** Long since," she said, ^ 1 bavo 
wished to witness one of these jousts, and see wbether 
tliey are in fact anything better than the Arabian festi- 
vals. Bui viva Dio! with us, what is bere performed 
by knigbts and lords, would be done, beshrew me I hy 
slaves, and none of our nobleihen would jeopard bla 
life for the amusement of three or four thousand specta* 
tors of the lowest ralible.** 
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Ginevra, pcrceiving tlint Zomis to avoid the necefl.HÌtjr 
of giving an account of the motivcH .«he hiid in going to 
Barletta, in8Ìi<ted on tnlking aboiit the list», did not at* 
tempi to urge the mattcr any furtlici*, and rcmarked, 
^ Tlien it was a fine toiirnnment ? ** 

*^ Fine ? indecd it wos I ^ chinied in Gennaro, who 
wos djing with the wisli of bcing himself the narrator of 
eventi, and bcginning froin the appearance of Gonzalo, 
he descrìbed to the hest of Uìs abihties, tlic splendor nnd 
gorgcousncsfl of the barons ; tlien, thinking it would 
grotifjr her, ho continuai, with a toss of the head and a 
pressure of tlio lips, while with hi^ hand he twiried liis cap 
in a hundred ways: ^ And if you had f^ccn your hrolherl 
how he mounted his hortw I a splendid colt, of the color 
of Silver ; it was on evcry tongue — wliat a handsomc 
youth ! — And to teli the tnith, with that nziire nianlle 
of yours, he was quite a picture. I alniost kiiled niy.<clf 
to foUow the cavalcade out of the gaten I ìiy the |N>wer 
of roy elbows, I asHure you, truly • . . bui whcn the 
daughtcr of Signor Gonzalo carne out of her littcr, I 
was ù^ near to her ùa I am to you now ; and Signor 
Ettore hcliied her on the saddle • . . that is, TU my it 
more exactly, slio Icancd her foot on his knec, a little 
foot, see ! ** — and to show the exact mcasure of it, he ex- 
tende<l the thumb of the right hand, with the foro-finger 
of the Icfb pointing to its joint, — ** and then up, like a 
cricket ; and do you know what I am going to teli you ? 
I sliould not think that she is displcased with your 
brother, if we judge fix>m the way she acted after lx;« 
ing on the saddle,— Hshe spoke to him such fino words, she 
put on such looks ! blessed aro those who saw it I And 
he, I saw it, he blushed ; the Lord knows what they 
hare said to each otherl and I tliought to mysclf, it 
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would be quccr if Signor Ettore should mairy: ihey 
would bc a vcry hand^omo pair, I teli jou ; thejr seem 
mode for eacli othcr." 

The rcadcr can iroaginc whcthcr tliis account witU its 
common ts couid be grateful to Ginevra. She could bear 
it no longcr, und wishing to gei rid of him, said shortly : 

** Wc)I, wcll • . . you will teli mo ali some other time." 
And slie tumcd around to retiro to hcr rooms with Zorais* 
But Gennaro, who was in good eamest with his story, 
was not to be put oflT in thut way, and continued : 

^ Eh, tliis ÌA notliing ! you ought to liavo been thcre 
during the joustA, in t)ie bnlcony occupied by the folks of 
quulity ; )io snt by hcr con.stan(ly, and they kcpt on talk- 
ìng continiiully ; and thcn, Signora Zoruiii am teli you 
how they had nttractcd the attcntion of ali. And in fuet, 
the host of the Sun Tavcrn, lic who provides tlie wincs 
for the fulks at tlic Rock, snid that the father has con- 
scnted to his marrying hcr ; it would be a grand aflfuir, 
you know I how many thousand of fine ducats I It would 
be far difìfcrcnt from that hard life of his, always on home- 
back, cx|>oso(I to the rain and to the wind." 

Ginevra, to break np this convcr.4ation, which pained 
hcr too niuch, albcit hhe kncw the hollowness of ita mean- 
ing, said : 

^ But the toumamcnt ; will you teli me nbout the tour- 
namrnt, at la.st ? " 

** Oh, the toumamcnt 1 Thcre is no rcmembrance of 
the like in Barletta.** 

And licre, ntarting with the bull-fìght, and the proweas 
of Don Gnrcia, he went on dcscribing the enoounter with 
battle-nxe and lance, rcpcaling uU the namcd loudly prò- 
elaimed by the lieraldM. His memory scrved him too 
well, whcn, drawing near to the end, ho naid : 
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** What crowned the feast, were the exploit» of Signor 
Don Graiano d^Asti, who unsaddled the thrce Spaniards 
one aAer another*** 

** WhOy who ? " asked Ginevra, with an cmotion in hcr 
mannersy and a faltering in hcr voice, too violcnt to he 
supprcMcd. 

*^ One Signor Don Graiano d*Asti ; he must be a grcat 
baron, so rìdi and costly wero hi.s amior and housing^** 

^ Graiano d*Asti, didsl thou say ? Was lic gi'cat, or 
amali ? vrtks he young ? . • • how did he look ? " 

Gennaro liad not niissed one single jot of the arnis, 
phjTsiognonnics and hearing of ali the comlmlnnts, and he 
remembercd Graiano a» if he had hiin heforc Iiìa cjtcs, 
because the baron liad entcrcd the lists wilh rniscd vizor, 
and vroA scen full in bis countcnancc, so that he could de- 
scrìbe hiin most minutcly ; und )ic Icfl not the least doubt 
in Gincvra*s mind as (o hi.s idcntity with her huslKind. 
Neverthele?*^, she controlied hcrself so far as to conccal 
in part the violcnt tiimiilt of feclings wliich ovcrwh(;lnicd 
her heart, and to avcrt tlie dangcr of liclraying hcr secret. 
While Gennaro was doing hi:i lM.v<t to convcy a corrcct 
picture of the forni and fonturcs of the baron, she had 
lime to recover her^jclf; but {ìcrcciving that the two 
hcarcrs had stili retnarketl that she had fidtcred on hear- 
ing tliat name mentioned, to do away with any su.<«picion, 
she said, when the ganlener had done speak ing : 

'^Do not wonder that I fe<:l disturlted at the mcntion of 
tbat name ; some time ago strange occurrence.^ took place 
between bis house and ours ; but they aHcrwards becamc 
reoonciled, and for many years thero has been no cause 
for scandal ; but I was very far from thinking that he ^ 
would be in Barletta now, and under Fronch pay." 

AAer saying this she tumctl to go to her rooms ; but 
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Zonii» and Gennaro could noi but saspect, from the odior 
of hcr countcnanoc, which changcd Beveral timcfl, that she 
wa<t mudi pnincd hy ramo secret and weighty tlioughi ; 
stili ihey did not follow licr ; and when she had loft» the 
gardcncr said to the maiden : 

*' Is sho unwcU ? or liavo I said anjtlnng which was 
not propcr?" Zorais had something else in her mind, and 
could not licrsclf well defino bj what thoughts and hy 
what suspicions she was haunted ; hence she repHed hy 
a shrugging of her shoulders, and departed, wishing no 
lesa tlian hcr companion to be alone. Gennaro who had 
becn lefl there, with cap in band, grumblcd as he went 
bis way : — ** Tlicy are ali alike ! grcat is the man who 
can undcrstnnd thcm !" — 

In tlic moantimc Ginevra wm going to hcr chambcr hy 
the private stnirs, and she fclt at every stcp as if tire 
world wcrc fnlHng on hcr shoulders; she breathcd with 
incrcusing dìfriculty, and the throbbing of her heart was 
so vioicnt that she almost faintc<l. She inccssimtly re* 
pcatc<l in nlmost a whisper : — " 0/ Virgin Mother^ http 
me/" — and as the suffering increascd she could only 
say : — •* my Godi my God! " — At last the pressure was 
sudi that hcr knccs gave way, and having with great 
cffort reaclic<l the foiirth or fiflh stcp, she could go no 
fai*thcr, and sanie. With a brcathing quick and broken, 
and ber brow bathcd in spasmodic pcrspiration, she 
thought : — I cannot live till to-morrow 1 — Sho had 
hcard Zorais entcring ber own room, and she knew that 
the nuiis wcre at rest in thcir cclls, it bcing the warm 
hour of the a(\emoon ; stili the fcar of bcing discovered 
in that ])lace and in that state added to hcr discomfort ; 
and to avoid tlie danger of it, she gave up the thought 
of going to her room, and rcsolved to go to tho cburch 
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hy the snudi gate of the cloister. She foli that on\j 
tbere she niight hope to obtaìn rclief and protection 
againi^t the evils by which she vras thrcateneil. Thus 
she made her way to the church as bcst she couid, nt 
lioies leanìng agninst tlic wnlls, and thcn endeavoring to 
walk as usuai, if 8he happened to sce pome lay-sistcr 
loiterìng in the cloisters, or some nun's head peeping out 
of the window. 

Tlie church vtm dcscrted ; «he thrcw herself on the 
first step of the choir as she cntcrcd, and for a long whilo 
she remained in that posture with her head resting be- 
tween her hands, and her elbows on her kncc.'*, tryìng to 
leooTer herself, and with her mind a prcy to so mnny 
distracting thoughts, that it might actually be said she 
had none wliatever. 

Behind the liigh aitar, cight or tcn stcps of marble Icd 
to a subterranean chapcl, whcrc fìvc sìlvcr Inmps bumod 
night and day before a picturc of the ^Mothcr of God, 
which a tradition from timo immemorial rciiorted to bave 
becn painted by Saint Luke. The wondcrs said to huvc 
been performed in that spot wcre the cause of build- 
ing a church near the ^lonastcry. The chn[»el wns 
Kexagonal, the shrine and the vcncnd>le imago bcing 
oppo«ite the entrance; at cnch angle a column sur- 
mounted by a capital modo of foliagc hcavily carved in 
the olden style, supportcd one of the ridgcs which con- 
rerged with the vault into a culminating slab, of the shnpe 
of a mill-stone, with a hole in the ccntrc, protccted by a 
grate, and opcning in the upper church at the foot of the 
high aitar. A slcnder rny of the sun, entcring throngh 
the stained glasses of one of the largo Windows from the 
cupola of the church, worked its way to the subterranean 
diapel through that hole. That beam descended into 
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a darkness scaroely brokcn by Uio fceble and rod- 
dlsli giare of the lampa, and entering in the ibnn of a 
cylindcr, rc])roduccd on the pavemeiit the color of the 
Windows and the shape of the grate. Ginevra feli on ber 
knecs at the foot of tlio aliar, and as die vras crossing 
that bcam, the light reflectcd from tlie gloss of tlìe asuro 
drcss she wore, illumincd for a moment, like the flash of a 
pale lamp, the wholc clinpcl. 

With hcr handd closelj claspcd on her bosom, and ber 
cyan fìxcd on the imagc, she bvgnn to pray, and bIic fclt 
the bcating of her puUe bocome moro rcgular, and the 
hearing of hcr henrt growìng cahner by dcgrees. Tliat 
pmycr, not iiUcred by her Iìjm, but iifHuing from the hcart 
and exprcssing hcr feeling.^, reiitored ^HMice and tranquility 
to the soul. 

Likc ali ancicnt paìnting:^, the countenance of that 
Madonna |Mir(i*aycd a ccrtain sndness, so divine and so 
augiist, that the young woman fclt as if «he met witli sym- 
pnthy in hcr trials, and cven, by kecping her eye rivcted 
upon it, she iinngincd that she perceived a flashing in 
the cyc, by wliidi she wa.s inspired with a holy terror. 
Stili she fclt comfort, and giving vent to her feelingrs ^ho 
cricd: '* Iloly and glorious Virgin I who am I, to deservo 
mcrcy and pity from Thec ? And stili who shall help me, 
if Thou wilt not ? Bchold at Thy feet ali my trials ; sce 
tluit I amnot bear thcm, and bave no strength to free 
roysclf fix)m thcm ! 1 Motlicr mine, most merciful, 
uerve my hcart so that I may at last do what I wish I ^ 
And with her eyos oontinually riveted upon the imago, 
and bathed in tcars which streamed down her cheeks and 
hcr bosom, she remained for a long time thus placing her- 
self under the protection of her who dclights to he called 
the mother and comforter of the afflicted ; and she folt from 
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her own experienoe how much comfort can stili be ob- 
tained from hcaveiii when ono has k»t everytliing, evcn 
liope, OQ earth. 

She recalled to mind ali tho boure of ber post life, the 
ionoocnt joys of cbildbood, tbc affcctions of youtli, tho 
first wbispers of love, and its first remorscs ; then that 
torrent of trìals and of grìcfs floodcd u[K>n ber aiìcr sbo 
was marrìed ; — tbcn sbe tbougbt of bow sbc bad spent 
tbose latter jears in continuai vicisditudcs of bricf bappi- 
ness — not even unallojed— -and so mucb bittcmcss, and 
soorcbing remorse. And now, roorcover, as it bnppcns 
at tbe end of a dream wbicb vanisbes like mist, sbo saw 
vaniébing even tbe bope on wbicb sbo bad fcd so long, 
tbat Ettore would nevcr cbange bis fcclìngs for ber. 
And wben sbaken hy so many blows, wisbing to fol- 
low tbe voice of God wbo called ber, stili nut feeling 
resolution cnougb to yicid to it, bebold tbc divino ìvill 
manifcsting itself witb a loudcr voice, and Iciiding ber to 
tbe road in wbicb sbe was to walk, bj rcvciiling to ber in 
a manner so uncxpected tbe existence of ber busband. — 
Ali doubts were now removcd — sbe tbougbt. — As long 
as I could persuade mjsclf tliat bo was living no more, I 
could perba|>8 cxcu.se myiiclf ; but wliut a wrctcli I would 
prove U> be if I continued so ! — 

But bere a new obstado prescntcd itself: — And 
wben I meet bim, be will ask me: wberc bast tbou 
been ali tbis Urne?— - 

It was not so very easy to find an answcr to tbaL 
Tbis idea prescntcd itself so forcibly, tbat sbe fclt it 
would be impossiblo for ber to meet tbe cycs of ber 
judge, and sbe at once abandoned tbe idea cntircly, and 
tumed to somo otber way of getting out of tbat labyrintb. 
However, tbe more sbe rcflected tbc stronger was tbe 
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feeling of duiy tliat camo over her, that the very step 
blìc wUlied noi to takc, wus the oiily one she was bouad 
to, — tlie oiily thing she could iind ought to do ; and che 
>vould 8uy tu licrself : Of wliom sliould I complain bui of 
iD^iiolf ? Iliid I actcd other\YÌ8C, and as I ouglit to bave 
ucted, I sliould noi bc oblìged now to undergo thu humil* 
iiiiioi), so bitter ; but the longer I ]>ut it off, the more bitr 
ter it will becomc 

The teui[>er of Ginevra's fioul wti8 a strong onc, and 
hence she loathed to be long timo waverìng in hcr rceo- 
lution ; and ^he eoumgeoasly rcsolved — Can I live fbr* 
ever in tlii:i remorse ? No. Can I refuso the Lopes, 
nnd blunt the terrors of a futuro life ? No. Tlicrcfore 
let me foUow iny duty, hup|)en M'iiat may ; tlie trìals I am 
going to incct will bc an atoncinent for my crrors ; and 
thou, niy good Motluir, thou wilt have mercy on mo in 
this worhl nnd in the ncxt. Should Graiano withdraw 
his panlon from me, what cauì he do ? kill me ? Mj im- 
mortal soul will take its flight towards God, and it will 
have in its power to offcr decds of pcnancc, and descrve 
mercy and forgiveness. 

Alter having poured forth her soul in a last most fcrvid 
prayer, slie went to the up[>er church with a quick nnd 
iinn }^tep, thus feeling that she w<is, as it were, adding 
cuurage to hcrself, and closed herself in her room to 
make sneh preimrations as would help to earry out ber 
resolution. She »nr, as it was hcr wont, on the balcony 
which ovorlookcd Barletta, and began to muse. Tlicro 
was not a more [iropitious (hiy to return to hcr huslmnd, 
certain as she was to find him at the festivah» in tho Rock 
of Barletta, to which hho might go in half an hour's 
travel by sea. If, on tho contrary, «he should wait until 
be had retumed to the French camp, she would bave to 
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meet a great manj more obstacles. Hcnce she reasoned 
thus : Here there is no room for a doubt ; I must be with 

him beibre to-morrow But liow to arrango matte» 

witli Ettore I To-daj he wìU not come, tliat ìs ccrtain ; 
to wait, I cannot ; to leave the ìsland, to abandon him, 
and not even Ict him know what bus becomo of me, afler 
I owe my life and so mudi el^e to him I Ilerc a thought 
fprang up in ber mind, worthj only of a soul so noblc aa 
ben. -— ir in Icaving lùin, shc thought, I Ict him know 
how my hcart ycama aAcr him, I know too wcll, tliat I 
sliall make him miscrablc for life ; but if, on the coutrary, 
I go without acquainting him with my motivcs, he will 
tliink I am an ungratcful wretch ; soon will the memory 
of so miserable a bcing likc mysclf be crased from bis 

mind She could not brook the thought ; shc sighcd 

bitterly, and t<nid — my sins are grcat, but these pains are 
cvcn bo horriblc ! 

With tliat rcstlcss anxicty which is alway^ fclt whcn 
the soul undcrgocs nomo violcnt rcvul5Ìon, she roì^c, and 
wiping ber eycs with the back of ber band, begiui to put 
together the few articics shc intendcd to carry with lier. 
Rummaging in a chc«t, shc carne across some renmants of 
the azure mantle of Fieramosca, and of the silvcr thrcad 
with which it liad bccn embroidercd. We leave to the 
reader to imagine what feelings tluit sigbt gave rise to in 
Ginevra*s hcart. 

The first impulse was to takc thcm and stow tlicm with 
the few artides she intendcd to takc with ber ; but on a 
second thought, she put thcm back in the same place, 
and said — No I • • • . every rcooUcction of him must be 
canoelledy and forover; it will be enough for me bere 
befew to know tbat be is happy on my account 

She wrot6 to the Abbesa, thanking ber for the bospi- 
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table kindness bestowcd upon her, and reoommending her 
friend ; told her tliat a rcason of great importance eoa- 
strained her lo dcport without taking leave, and she 
hoped to he vcry soon in a place whcnce she oouid givo 
her a more detaiied and satisfactory account of berself. 

Ilaving tliu!) fulfiUcd this last dutjr, slie had notliing 
else to do in the Monastcry ; but she did not wish to start 
before night. It was then one hour before sunset, and 
she rc^igned hersclf to wait patiently on the balcoaj. 
But she could not bave chosen a more trying manner of 
spending ber time. If she tumed her eyes to the interior 
of the rooni, the siglit of the little bundlo she had Uiid oa 
tlie table, and which wos to keep her company in a jour- 
ncy of so much anxiety, gave her a foretaste, as it were, 
of keen troublcs. If she lookcd at the bed, made up as 
usuai by the lay-sister, «he would think that she had 
occupied it tlic night before for the last timCi and onlj 
God kncw whcre slic would pillow her head the night 
foUowing. Outside the balcony it vras even worse. She 
lookcd over that span of the sea which separated her 
from the Rock of Barletta, and tlien she would think of 
ali those evening?, when straining her ejes she descrìed 
the little boat of Fieramosca advancing from the ahore, 
like a black <lot on the waters. She was now aboat 
sailing over the same waters ; but to what parpoae ? 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

WoiLB Ginevra, in thin torturo of minti, lon;^ for, 
«nd ut tlie laine tiroe fcarcd llic ai>proacli of niglil, l'ic- 
traccio, Itidden in the woodlioUMe under hcr rooms, wan 
nitiiig for hcr witlt feeling bolli of suspiciun nnd im- 
paticnce, lioping lliat elie woulU come at iwiliglit to tiliow 
hiro the waj of cscajiing unotMcrvcO. 

The Bcontj lìght wliìcli maJu ita \tay ìdIo timi holc camo 
from a kigli winJow wliicli opciicd on a Icvcl witli tlio 
ground, and lookcd oicr n dcMrlcd plncn in tlic back part 
ot the mona.4lci7, covcrcd oli over willi brìnrs niid net- 
tles, wherc it sccmcil that no man wouid cvur stcp Ìm 
foot. Tha mbber was frìglilcnud a« he hcard Komo slcpt 
advancing through thosc buslics, and lii« fcars wcro 
greatlyqnickcnedwlicn ho )<aiT a man approncliing whom 
be recogniccd at once It wiu (he Co nati abile of tho 
lower. He wouid havc chown lo hido himsolf among 
tbe fàgotn, but fciirìng IcRt tlic ruittling of tlic dry Icavo 
mìght bctray him, lic Iccpi quict wlicro he wa-s cren luld- 
ìng bis breaih ; but he dlMÌnctly ovcrhcurd che convcrea- 
tion which pamed between the Conettabile and a man «rlio 
aeconipanìod him. 

Uartino began ; " Tlierc, that window on the aecond 
fttorj, where jou tee a cago and a flower-pot ; as yoa 
ae«, TOH ean radi it «toh witbout a ladder hy the gnl« 
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of the winUow on the first floor witkout trouble» Well, 

.... when jou aro up, yoa will find yourself in ad entry 

with roonj doord in it ; but, mark il well, the first on tbe 

Icfl ié the room of my lady. Howerer, there is nune 

else in the strangcns' quarter». At one o*clock ali tbe 

Duns are in bed. If you know how to go io work, joa 

con come here at three and carry away the guest, and be 

alrcady a mile off beforc tltey can think of you* I will 

shut up the dogs. I have given leave of absence to my 

mcn ; and I assuro you tiiat whoever wants them U>» 

night will have to drum them out of the taverna of Bai^ 

letta. So you are now satisfied ; but take care, and aay 

to that devil of your associate that be must look after bb 

own business, — tliat I do not intend to forfeit tbe pio» 

visiona I gct from the Abbess for the barter of a few 

ilorins ; thcreforc, look out shaq) ; because if you make 

a botch of it, I have already tnkcn evcry prccaution to 

tlirow tlic whole blauie on you ali, and have my shouldert 

safe. A clcar bargain mnkes friends dear. Patii chiari^ 

cunici cari,'* 

Boì^ehcrino, to whom ali these words had been ad- 
drcsi^cd, liglitly pulling one of the moustaches of the 
Ck>ncstibilc by one end, answered him, with a shake of 
bis head, thus : — 

^ To throw the dirty water on him for whom we em» 
bark in this undertaking, you will have to throw it very 
high, and it will necd a stronger arm than thine. And 
you may tliank San Martino that the Castle of Barletta 
is far off, and a certain wight staying there cannot bear 
tliee, because, I teli thec, although we are in Aprii now 
he would make thee feel it was January. Follow my ad- 
vice, brother ; of this whole affair, whether we suoceed 
or not, the less thou shalt say, the better for thee.'* 
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Hartino liad partaken oT (3onxa]o*8 dinncr ai Barletta, 
and liad ìmbibed so much that he fclt lion-Learted, and 
answered, witlioat bdng intimidated : — 

^ And I aajr to joa again that I have noi thu Icast fear 
in the worldy and if I have oonscntcd to lend yoii n liand 
in this ondertakifigf I have done it more because it ia 
costomary between soldiers to givc each otbcr a ìid, than 
fi>r the pakrj som of a few ducati ; and I feci noi dU- 
poced to break mjr ncck and U^e mj brcad Tur wlioroso- 
ever I know noi ; so [ will teli you in plain wonU, — bo 
eareful, becaase, if you are detected, I know ìiow to gct out 
of a sciape ; and lei the man who ordcrs this exploit bo 
whofoever he may, Vìi laugh ai hiro whcn I am in my 
lower. So we undcrstand each other. — Fare thee wcU.'* 

Having said this much, he wcnt to the tower, leaving 
Boscherìno to survey the place al bis own case. Tlie 
latter allowed him to go, casting aAcr him a smile of 
eompassion, and tlien he could noi refrain from saying in 
a tone of voice loud enough to he heard by Pictraccio : — - 

** What a minerablc ass ! Just think, he will mcasure 
himself with Cesare Borgia I Ile would have mct the 
man who would quench bis thirst by giving him salt pork 
to eat! Of oourse, it is a pint of Alicante that talks 
within him now."* 

These words, as well as the whole preceding dialogue, 
were heard, and very closely listened to, by the assassin ; 
and they were enough to make him reach the conclusion, 
that by order of Valentino the abduction of bis proteo- 
tress had been pUumed, and that tlie Duke was then in 
the Rock of Barletta. We may believe, without fear of 
d(nng any wrong to Pietraccxs that the idea of defending 
the lady was not bis panunount thought ; what did he 
know of gratiUide? Bui the hope of baffling a pian of 
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the greatest enem/ of hia mother and ut hinnd^ a num 
atrocious hope that in the midst of the crowd and in the 
tumuli of the festivities, he mi£^ meet him, and imbnie 
hi8 handfl in hia blood, made hit heart rebound with joj. 
When Boscherìno, after a few minutesi had goott» ho 
rose from the place where he was, and taking finom hia 
boMxn the thin and aharp atiletto reedved ùom Don 
Miguel, he felt ita biade with the thumb» gnaahing hia 
tceth, and inflicting an imaginarjr atab : and then he 
tliought of the manner by which he oould aafély go to 
'Barletta. 

The Angelus at the Monaaterj had been tolled; after 
the lapae of half an hoar, alowly creeping to the ground 
above, he opcned the door, and looked aronnd to aee if 
tlie sliore was dcar ; bat, to regain the main land, he did 
not dare to pas» under the tower, nor over the bridge ; 
and reflecting that the traci of aea betwéen the ialand and 
the shore — of about a hundrod jarda— woukl afibrd to 
him a more protected pasaage, he went down the atepa, 
and when near the water, undressed himaelf, made a 
bundle of bis doihea, which he fastened on hia head, and 
then swam aerosa ; in a few minutea, withoot being aeen 
or hcard, he found himself on the aand of the beach. 
It was almosi dariL ; and having drìed himaelf and 
dressed in a hurry, he haatened on hia wajr towarda tlie 
city. 

Diego Garda di Paredea had acarocljr aettled the 
quarrcl which liad ariaen between him and the French- 
man out of the wonderful feat he had performed againat 
the bull, when he remembered that Gonxalo had introated 
him with a dutjr of great importancCt and harried away 
from the liata. He had been eharged with the auperio- 
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tendenca of th« prcpanitions fbr a vcry aumptuout àìn- 
ner whkh Iwd been onlcred at ihe Castle. Aa thcrc was 
no tìme to tote, he rt-paired lo the kiluhcn at once ; and 
aa Ibe gnidge and bad htimor ho liod against Lo Motte 
waa i>till MNjrìng within him, lic appcarcd buforc the cooks 
and allendanta, wbo ircro bustling in tlio kitchcn, liko odo 
who was not disposed Io overlook any fuult or mishap of 
liiose ander bis Kurvcillonco. 

** And » ] " he mid, halling on the thrculiold, with bis 
anns fòlded on bu breast, ** will cvcrylhing ba «mn in 
order? Dìnoer must be on t)iu lAblc in Icss than one 

The head-cook, a huge tump of a man, portly and 
broad-flhouldered, wat at the midillc table spìUmg veni- 
Bon, with that frowning look wliich nll lacn of hia station 
in life put on in likc circum»tnncc^ no mnttcr whothcr 
tbingi are wrong or noL Hut he tuul nn odditionnl cnuso 
for being in ill-Immor. Tlie fucl had ali bi-cn conAumcd ; 
hence, besides the fact that the Rnt couid not ho kcpt up 
at the urne degrce, and, consequcntlj', Iho mcatii couId 
Dot bo properlj cocked, thcre was stili grcatcr danger 
that the dinner might not be rcad/ at tlic appointed hour, 
and couId not be placcd on tlic tablc, eithcr good or bad ; 
and wboever is acquainlcd with the feeling of prido 
which Bwelli the breast of a cook, so tender in a point of 
bonor, will easitj' imoglne how harasscd was tlie mind of 
the man to whom the Spaniard addrcsscd bimself. He 
would not bave honorcd the Pope with an ansvror in that 
ver; moment, but be felt bound to an^wcr Purcdes. 

He raised his head, and brandishing the apit wiih an 
air of vcxation, he said : " The dcvil lias his homs bere, 
Signor Don Diego. . . . That iraitor of a migoiMlomo 
hat allowsd tbe wood to gire out. I Itave «ent a* man/ 
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of these poltroons as I oould gol rid of to obUun wood 
wlicrcvcr thcj might, bui d — tliem ali, nono has as jet 
rctumcd ; ** and lio stopped, giving that fiori of sigh, or 
rathcr puffi cxpressivc of the fccHngs of thoae wlio are 
di^poscd to givo up entirclj. 

** Wood or no wood," shoutod Paredcs, ** Voto a Diot^ 
that if thou art not ready for tho appointed hour, • • • 
majaderoy harlo de €^os • • • ;" and he wcnt on apinning 
a wholc thread of S^mnish imprecationsy addre8W)d to the 
cook, who lost ali his forbearance, and replied : -— 

** Eccellenza ! teli me how I can cook a dinner witli» 
out (ire. . . .** 

Diego Garcia wos not of those strong-headed meii who 
will browbcat a wcakcr man because he hnppcns to be 
on the 8idc of right ; hcnce the answer of the cook at 
first made him more ungry ; but tlicn seeing that he waa 
not altogether wrong, he said : — 

''And whorc hos this thicf of a major-domo ab- 
sconded ? " and not wniting for an answer, he tumed hia 
shoulders on the cook, wcnt up to tlie court-yard again, 
nnd thundcrcd : — ''Izquicixlo, Izquicrdo, nuddiio de 
DlosI . . ." 

Izquieitlo liad run to the ncarest wood-house, and 
with the help of the kitchen-waitcra, Imving lodcn some 
puny donkcys, he wos urging thcm on with the tunc of 
heavy blows, and was cntering the court-yard whcn he 
heard the voice that called him ; he doubled tlie blows 
on iheir backn to mako it uppear that the poor asaes 
were to bc blsuned, at Icast in part, for the delay; 
and heaven only knows what they should be blamed 
fori 

As he carne ncar Paredes he began to apologise ; bai 
the latter broke him short, — 
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*Hnn7,^qtiick,— lesa talk,— down witb thù wood, 
or m meuora it bj ibe Icngth oT jour back." 

Tbe ynj fnta tho court-yard lo the kilclicn was as 
fòUom:— After awending thrco eteps, a narrow and 
darit pauage led io a amallcr janl, in the centro uf 
wbicb WH an opta spaoe> flanked hy a k>w wall { from 
tbe boUom of Ùàa, winding etaira Icd (o the cntrance to 
ibe kilcfacn. Garda was atamping bis foot in great tm- 
patieoce^ leeiDg bow long it would take the knavea lo 
carrj tbe wood ia their aniu. Thinking that there 
woald be &r too much dela; in thè o|)GratÌon, he Uy 
carne reitlesa, and atooping under tlte bnlly of one of 
tboae animala, he uplìAed it wìth ita bnrden, and lakìng 
bold of tbe bind and fore-foct as if tbcy liad belongcd 
to a lamb, he eairied it to the cdge of tlie low wall 
and tumed it over in a bundlc, the donkey fulliiig 
OD top of tbo load, hecla over head ; and wìtti the 
aame farj, taking boM of the aecond and third, he re- 
peaied Ibe aame game ; ao that in tltat holct not tot; 
large, ooold be wen, ali (hrown in a lieap, a maaa of 
wood «ad fagot^ witb mouta, eara, and lega of asaes, 
bniiaed and scarrcd, cutting most ludicroiu antica; and 
tbe waiter^ frìghtencd out of their y'iU, endcavorìng lo 
free tbem, pick up tbe wood and throw it in tlic ktichctu 
Tbe terror wbicb Garcia Iioil ìnipìred was so great tliot 
ereo Ibe maater-coolc camo out and gave tluiro hclp, 
DOW and tben coutioualjr looking up for fcar that tlio 
abower of donkeji ehoukl etili continue, and anxioua to 
«■cape from it In tbe twinklìiig of an oye, the ovona 
were cracking wìth the addition of fucl, and tlio imiralM 
which Paredes had given hj that aummaiy argumcnt, 
bad been ao powerful that evei; man did tlie work of 
thrae. Aa he bocaroe aatiafled that eT<>t7thing waa in a 
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fair waj, shaking the dust off bis clothcs, and stili granw 
hling, he movcd towards home to drcss himself. Li the 
yanl, Iic met the company just rctuming from the lista. 
Gonxnlo, the Duke of Nemourfly tlie ladies, and tKe 
barons had arrìved in timo to f^ee the last of the donk^rs 
on the shouidcrs of Diego Garcia, and hearing what had 
hnppencd, with grcat merriment and many jokes, they 
made waj for the Spanish haron, and entering the halls, 
they loitcred about, waiting for the dinner hour. 

The Imnquet was to be served in the hall which was 
uscd for a drawing-room to Gonsalo's quartcrs. It was 
about one hundred feet long; and in it a large tablo 
was laid, in the form of a horseshoe, which could seat 
a1)out tlireo hundred gucsts. At the up[)er part of the 
hall, at the farthcst point from the door, nnd nt the head 
of the tablc, w(*rc placcd four largc, high-backed cliairs, 
covcrcd with velvct, and ornamcntcd with galloons of 
gold, dcstincd for the Duke of Nemours, Gonzalo, Donna 
Elvira, and Vittoria Colonna. Over thcir heads wcre 
hung fmm the walls the gonfulons of Spaia, the banncrs 
of the Colonnas, ami the pcnnants of the army, -— ali 
a<hnirab]y intcrwovon with trophics, composed of the 
costlicst and most brilliant armor, with gaudy plumca 
8urmounting the hcimcts, with so many omaments, and 
8o mudi jcwelry, tliat thcrc nevcr was a more splendid 
HÌ;;ht. From holcs lofi on the spacious table at cqual 
distaucos, cmcrgod orango trces, myrtles and young palm- 
tr(*c8, ali covcrcd with blossoms and fruits; while jets of 
water, clcar and cool, spouting from under them, fell 
into 8Ìlvcr basin», wherein swam fìsh of a hundred colors. 
Little biixls, ticd by invi.<iible hor^chairs, frisked on 
llie branches ; and being domesticated and reared in 
cagesy warblod their lively songs, without being afraid of 

10 ♦ 



226 ETTORE HERAMOSCA. 

the oompanj or of the noise. An immense sideboaxd, 
behind the place reservcd for the noblest of the guests, 
was laden with vnscs of sìlvcr, tuid gilt piato, ^vrought 
with beautiful rcliefs of arabesque design ; and l>eforc it, 
the steward sat on a high stool, with his cbony waud, 
beckoning te servants and waiters. In the ccntre of the 
hall were placed two large ewcrs of bronzc, (illcd with 
water for the purpose of washing or rinsing, and were 
of that style we see painted by Paolo Veronese, in his 
•uppers ; within tlicm decantcrs of Spunish and Sicilian 
wines were kept to cool. On the two sides of the hall, 
near the walls, were crcctcd platforms about ten fcct 
from the ground, which were occupicd by the musicians. 
Owing to the diligence of Diego Garcia and of the 
eook, shortlj aAer mid-day the steward couid cnter the 
hall where the company was waiting, and, attcnded by 
fifly waiters dresscd in russet and ycllow, offcr ewcrs 
and towels to wash thcir hands ; and it was announced 
that dinner was ready. The Duke of Nemours in the 
radiant beauty of his youth, and hcalth, with that graceful 
mddress whidi so exclusively bclongs to tlie Frcndi na- 
tion, offered to Lady Elvira his band, to Icad ber to ber 
place. Ohi for the man who wouid liave then told 
this young prince, who secmed destincd for a future of 
great deeds and of glory, that within a few days thoso 
eyes so brilliantt those limbs so gracefully proportioncd, 
would he stiff and oold, laid out on a poor bier in the 
small church of Barletta ; * and tluit a passing office of 

4» *• 1608, Aprii 2S. At tbo bnttlo of Orignola, a ihot fìnom one of 
the SptnUh arquebutieni took eflect on the unfortiinate youn^ no* 
bleman, and ha fall mortally wonnded from his saddlo. 

• . • ^ Conialo was alTectad aven to taart at behokling tha muU- 
latad remaint of hit young and gallant adveraary, who, whatavar 
Jadgmant maj ba formad of hlii eapaoitj an a leader, wan allowad to 
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Gompusion frotn Oonialo, woald be tbe lut niprrniìini 
of feeling h« wouid isìm in a humna bwt I . . . . 

Gonzalo took bis Mal bctwecn Vittoiù Colonna and 
tlio Duke, beckoning to liifi (Inughtcr to ut at the lìgbt 
of Uifi latter, vith Fieramosca od ber «de; and tbe 
banquet commcticed. Ettorci'a mannen ttnrarda Ladjr 
Elvira were markcd b; ao much courMi; durìng iha 
«bole day, tfaat the Spanish maiden, wboM beart waa 
vcry suMcptiblCt could not help beiog fa»cinaled by 
them ; and much more go as the heard from ereiy lip 
Ibo praUot of him who thua beliaved towardi ber. Seat- 
ed ncar eoch othor at table, the; contiaued their eooTeiv 
eatìon, full of memment; but the coueteDance of the 
Italiai) hy dugrcos bocame veilcd, as it wore, bj a «loud ; 
bis onswera grew leu cnrncst ; at last tbef sbowed that 
he did not undcrstand vrhat waa laid to him. Lad/ Elvira 
glanccd al him wiih a furtive look, and with ao expreo- 
sìon of doubt mixcd willi some impatience; observing 
thnt bc gruw pale, and tliat, lowerìng hia eyea, be wcmed 
lost in riu^pcnfiC, ihe almost pcrauiuled heredf tbat sh« 
vas tlic cause of the cliangc. This Lliouglil rendcred her 
more imlulgenl; anJ sho kcpt silcnt too. Tbey both 
rcmnined thus for some lime, while the rcat of tho com- 
pany wcrc in a higli glcc, and the noise wa» groat ali 
nround. Elvira, howevcr, llnttercd heriotf too mach; 
the sodncsa of Ficnunosca aroso from a far diSerent 
eourcc, for it waa ihc effect of fortuitous drcunuiancea. 
From the place «bere he eat he oould see througb tbe 
two main windowa of the hall ; the; were parted in the 

, haro ali tho qanlitiui wliioh bclong lo ■ Enw knight ■ . ■ Oniualo 
ordirgli hli nmaiiu to t>o connyod to fiorlatta, wher« Ibajr wara lsi4 
In Um oametor^r oT tha Mamit of St. Fnuwi*."— /VcintT* Ftrd. nrf 
/«t. «h. stl. 
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Biddle bj tmo wkmàet Gotliie eolamns and liad been kft 
Wide opoi ID allow a finee Twitilitìnn oT the 8ee4Mneen 
Ùuoa^ the ball, the da/ being ezcecdlnglj wana. Ile 
eonld tee tbe wbole expanse àf tbe waters, and emci^ng 
fim tbean Homi Gargano, dressed in that beautiful skj* 
eolored green generali/ rellected bj tbe mountain in a 
pure and eerene Italian noon. Half waj between tbe 
momitain and tbe town arose tbe little island and tbe 
\f^fm»mi^^ of Sani' Oraola; and even tbe piasza oT Gin- 
evra, sbaded bj tts rine tree, oould be disccmed like a 
dark spedt on tbe reddiab ia^ade of the guosU' quartcrs. 
On tbit Ibreground, so solcmn and so churming, tlie dark 
ferm of Graiano rested in boM relief, having bis place 
between the window and £ttore*d seat 

That tkj rendered the color of his complcxion more 
fierj and red, and addcd coorsencss to the unmeaning 
expression of bis countenancc. The tliought of what 
«Ni of a man he had beforo him, mado Fìcramocica's 
blood boil with ragc. IIoweYcr, it was liap[ij (or him 
noi to «know in wliat paìnful state Ginevra wos at that 
▼ery bour ! At tliat moment sito liad Icamed from Gen- 
naro that Graiano was in Barletta, and shc was stng- 
gerìng into the chapel to take ber formai revolution to 
abandon the phice forcver. 

In the uproar of so Urge a banquet, little or no attcn- 
tion was paid to Ettore and the Lady Elvira ; but Vit- 
toria Colonna, who had alrcadj some suspicionis noticing 
tbe cbange in the countcnance of tlio two young friends, 
and apprchcnding that some conversation of more close 
import might bave takcn place, hcld ber mind in sus- 
pense, and ber ejres on the alert, watching the actiona 
of the knight and of his fair oompanion, for whom she 
eoald noi belp feeling grcatly alarmed. Meanwhile, tbe 
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banquct wos progrcssing, and the tablet gioaned under 
that quality und varìetj of good checr whicb was so 
abundontlj served up in thoso old times. The calinarj 
art 18 ccrtainly a difHcuU one in our own dajrs ; bui it 
was much moro so tlicn ; for a cook, on occasiona like thia, 
was expectcd to pcifonn wonde», such as our oooks 
would noi evcn dream of. Noi onljr the palate was to 
be pleased with evcry dish, but the eye was also to be 
amuscd. A largo pcacock, with the rich and varied 
colors of its sprcading tail, stood beforo Gonzalo ; it had 
bccn prcparcd without taking any of tlie plumes off, and 
it was dono so skiifully that it scemod to be alive. Fowla 
of ^mailer sixe surroundcd the noble bird, and had tbeir 
hcads tumcd upward^ gaasing at it ; they wcre ali atuffed 
with spiccs and flavor. A quantity of pastry and pica 
of enormous licight ivas^laccd at differcnt places on 
the tablcs ; and at a given signal from the steward*a 
trunchcon, ali the covcrs wcro uplifìcd, as if by mogie, 
and from the centro of the pies arose as many dwarfa, 
appeanng from tlieir breasts upwardsi drcssed in the 
most hidicrous attire, with silver 8poons dìstributing 
ai*ouiid the contents of the {mstry, while their lefl banda 
scattercd fiowcrs over the guests. The confectionery 
dishes were franicd eitlicr in the shapc of low mounds, 
on the top of whìch 8tood plants, laden with candicd 
fruita ; or in that of nmall lakes of jellies, on whicli little 
bnrkn, mnde of sug:ir, and completcly rigged, Imd been 
8«^t adrifl, laden with a tcmpting frcight of sugnr-plums, 
and other 8uch knick-knacks. Others represented an 
Alpine mountain, with a volcano on its top; and the 
vapor issuing was a compound of most dclicious fragrnnce. 
Tlie mountain bcing opencd, the guests found chestnuta 
and other fruits slowly roasting on the gentle flames 
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of squftrdenle. Among the grctit varìetj of wild mesta 
tberv wa« a «mali bour, willi the ekin well presnrved ; 
mnd tbere it slood willi olTriglitiMl B[)pearnncC| in tlie 
aiidst of a band of liuntcnt, mnde oT i>aMlr7, w)io ossailcd 
bim wilh tlicir speara. A l>low from tliu kiiìftì sliou'cd 
lo IIm oompan/ llial it was dulìciousljr ouoked. Tbe 
hunten aluired the fate of tlicìr prcj, bcing quartcrcd 
•nd di«trìbutc«], wilh sliccs of the vcnison, on tlie guesta' 
tthtc*. Wlicn the baiiquot woa drnwing to a vlow, four 
page*, in rad and jrcllow chedia, entercd tlie liall, moun^ 
«d 00 four while borsca, and Kupporting an immenM 
plattcr, OD which laj a hugo long tuiioy, whicli thcj 
placed bcfora Goniak), amidst tlie acclomatioiu of ali, 
•dmirìng the lixo of the fisli, and the manaor in which it 
bad been prepnred. It carried on ita back iliu figuro of 
• nakcd jroutb, wìth ìyn in band, inade to repreitont 
Aiìoa of Mcthjrrono. Gonzalo prcscnled a knife to tlie 
Duke of Nemoure, witb a courleous rcquc^t tliat he 
wouM open tho mouth of the fUh. 

The Puke did h>, and out carne many dovcB, tltat 
went fixing around tlio liall, an ihuy wcrc libemtcd froin 
Ibeir prùon. Tbia joke look ali hy aurprì^ and was 
receivcd with abouts ; but ta tlte birds alìghtcd bere and 
(bere, tbe guetts perccivcd some jowel and a amali card, 
wiil) a name on i[, hanging from the Deck of cnch. 

The company at once pcrceired tliat the Caplain of 
Spain bad contrìved tbat amusing wajr for tho purpose 
oT preaenting h'u guestawith tokena of Iiie kìndncaa; 
«Dd it waa an cxcilJng aight to ace the confusìoo Ìnto 
wbicb tbejr were tbrown, everj one endeavorìng to catdi 
ft dorè; but when one was secunid, tlic name waa read 
■nd tbe dove and token wcra preaented to ilio peiaon to 
wbom thejr belonged. 
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Fonfulla of ooane joined in the diaie. A do?€ wst 
flying bj with thft Ladj ElTira^s mme on the Ikde 
pafìcr, aiid he wos cnablckl to rcod it Bdng exoood» 
ingly smittcn with the bcaut/ of the lailj, he look h info 
his head to 8ccure Uio prixe, and oiyo/ the pleafure of 
prcdcnting ÌL So, watching the bird, and beuig cndowed 
witli great agility, he managed so forUinateljr as to tako 
tlic dove; and opening hia waj thniugh the erowdt boni 
ono knco bcforo the Lady Elvira, and offering the bivd, 
ho called hcr attontion to the braoch of vorjr burge mnà 
moAt beautiful diamondd, which waa hanging from iii 
ncclc 

The Ladj Elvira^ with a gradous amilei aooeptad 
tlie dove, and bringing it near her dieck to caresa it» 
the frìghtencd bird flapped ita wings so as to diaconi» 
po9e the blond hair which fell in ringlets over the 
snow-liko face of tlie moiden, tinged with an incarnate 
color by the mbhap. While she was cndeavorìng io 
dctach the jewel from the dove's ncck, Fanfìilla roae^ 
and 8iiid : — 

^ I belicve therc are no rìchcr dianumds than theae in 
the world ; but, mj Lady, to place them by yonr eyea 
will only dif^honor them." 

A proile of complaccn<^ was the reward FanfuUa te* 
ceived for liis courtcous addrcss. 

Some of my readers, accostomed pcrhaps to the fior» 
mal restraints wnich modem civilisation Iws put on every 
kind of social interoourse, will think, witliin himself, tbàt 
this complimcnt was rather doublé distillod. Lei bim, 
therefore, reflcct, that oven for a man of arma of the 
sixteenth centurj-, and for a hair-brained fellow like that 
youth of Lodi, it was certainly going too far; bui whiU* 
over I may say in bis excuse, the best apology fer him k 
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that tlie daughtcr of Gonzalo thought he had spoken 
00I7 what waA elcgnnt and (ruc ^ 

Bat Fanfulla felt cnvy and 9pite whcn the Ladj £1- 
YÌrBy after having very closclj cxamincd and admircd 
the cla^py tumcd to Fierarooj^!a, nnd placing a largo pin 
of gold in hÌ8 handf requestcd him to fixMcn ìi on ber 
waist Vittoria Colonna, wlio was near bj, gmvcly ad- 
vanced to perforai that office witb ber ovm bands ; and 
Ettore, feeling annoycd at the indiscrction of tbe rcqiiest 
of the Lady Elvira, was in tbe act of rctuming the pin ; 
but Elvira, who was wbimsical and testy, like ali ebildren 
wlio bave alwayv liad over-indulgcnt parcnts intcrpoecd, 
and spoke to Fieramosca, witb an air wbich ili oonccalcd 
ber vexation, tbus : — 

** Are yoa so mudi accustoracd to wield the sword that 
you disdain to bold a pin in yoiir liands for cven one 
moment?" Tlie Italian bad to coroply. Vittoria Colon- 
na turned away, plainly showing in ber bandsomc and 
noble oountenance liow far slie woiild he from omploying 
any of these devices ; and Fanfulla, tlirowing a glance at 
Fieramosca, saìd : — 

''Thou art bom in luck ; otbcrs sow and tbou reapeMt;" 
and went away wbisitbng an air, &s if he wcrc alone in 
tbe streetis and not in tbe midst of such company. 

But Gonzalo*!* gifts were not ali reserved only for the 
ladies ; he luul provided for tbe guesU* from tbe Fix*ncb 
camp ; and tbe Duke of Nemours, as well as bis bnrons, 
reoeived oostly presents of rìngs, woven pieces of golden 
wire as omaments for tbeir capi*, and otber artieles. 
The great Captain had a good rea^mn for so inucb dis- 
play ; he wij»lied to make tbe French undcrstand that not 
only he had plenty to provide bis troops witli, but he liad 
even a surplus to spend in galbint entertainments. 



Tlic cl:ira>>el acecploJ ilic ofitr, nini hii; 
couriusy. Aiìur a mutuai and |>rolo 
cocli otber ìn ilio cup, and quaRing < 
hcallh of om «nother, Gonialo rose f 
wliicb movement ali followcd bim, and 
cony looking over ths tea, (o apend in 
the few houn vhicb renmined befon 



CHAPTER XV. 

Ix ereiy fortress of the olden times, a largo hall was 
alwajs built on the ground-floor, to serve for a place of 
resort where the men-at-arms would gather togetlier. 
In the hall which had bcen built for thU pur|)osey in the 
citadel of Barletta, a theatrc, somewhnt of the same kind 
as those built now-a-days, was temporurily erected for 
the day to which our story refers ; it was not veiy unlike 
those which are seen in our Urne, with the only differ- 
ence tliat with us tlie curtain is gcncmlly hoistcd up, while 
with them it was lowered down, and Ict full on tlie place 
where inu:(icians now sit. Tlicy had sccurcMl the serviccs 
of an itinerant troupe, from one of the neighboring towns 
on the sea-shore. The company had been perfunning at 
Venice during tlie camival, and they wcre now going 
from place to place, giving dramas and comcdics on tlieir 
wiy to Naplcs for the fcstivals of San Gennaro, and to 
Palermo for tliose of Santa Rosalia. Bcing cngagcd to 
appcar on this occa^ion bcforo nn audience so select, the 
troupe had taken great pains to hnve evcry thing ready in 
the best style. It was scarrc^ly night, when the spcctators 
were ali seated, and the signal was given to bogin the 
performance. A dumsy canva^s wliicli scrvcd the pur- 
pose of a curtain, liaving becn lowered, the spcctators 
saw a platform, on one i>ide of which was erected a por- 
tico omamented with statues and ct>lumns, and appcared 
to be the entrance into a court ; and on the entablature 
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was wrìtten in lettera of gold, ** land of babyloh."* 
Therc iwt on a thronc, surrounded bj hb mngnates, a 
king with a golden sceptre, dressed in orientai Bijle, 
wearing an immense turban covered with jewcky aod 
surraounted hy a crown; the centre of the stage was 
intcnded to reprcscnt a sea-shore; and on the oppoaite 
side appcarcd a cavcm, opening under the rock of an 
Alpine mountain crowdod with trces and cragSy and from 
its entrance a drngon i^uing from timo to time, looking 
as if he was guarding a gont's fleece with golden hair 
wondcrfully shining that hung from a tree near by. 

A woman, tali, stout, and of handsome features, sai hy 
the king on a lower throne ; she had on a dress of red 
satin, with a tmil six fcct long, and on her shoulders a 
large cape of black veivct, after the French fashion ; at 
her side, a scythc took the place of a sdmitar, and slie 
hcld in licr hand a hook and a wand. It was Medea. 

In a few momcnts a vcssel carne up to the shore, and 
a crowd of young men, in milit;iry drcss, wcro landcd ; 
onc of tliem, cxcecdingly liandsomc, was covered ali over 
witli Steel and coat-of-mail, cxcept the head. He was 
Jason ; two young Moors carricd his hcimct and buckler. 

Ile advanccd, and liaving made a deep obeisance to 
the king, ho bcgnn an address in rhymcd verscs, which 
did net sound vcry hannonious to Vittoria Colonna, and, 
I think, will not much plcase my readers. He begaa 
thus : — 

Di Crixtiniiità vcncmo, 
Argonauti no chinmemo, 
Al Sdldiui di Iiul>i!otia, 
Clio Dio Milvi sua corona. 

We corno from CliriKtendom, 
Wo aro callod Argonauta, 
We conio to tho Suitnn of Babylon, 
May Ood pretenre his crown. 
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And he went on in this strain, telling how tlioj had come 
to take away the golden flecee. Tiie king .^^tes, Imving 
held oounsel with kU ooartiera, and wìth bis daugbter, 
replied that he was pleascd with their entcrpride, and lefl 
Jason ak>ne with Medea. 

Jasoo immediateljr began to make love to the damsel, 
and begged ber aid, promising tbnt he would bring ber 
lo Christendom, where he would marry ber, and make 
a great queen of ber. Medea very rcadily yieldcd, and 
instrueted bim how to use oertain incantations, with 
which it would be easy to stupefy the dragon ; caution- 
ing bim, however, noi to use the name of Saints, or 
make the sign of the cross, as in that case the cbarms 
would become powerless. Sbe then lefl bim. Jason, 
tuming to bis companions, protestod that it was not fair 
and just for a good knight to conqucr the dragon with 
soroerìesy and therefore be would tiy at first to overcome 
it with bis anns ; and brandisbing the sword, and covering 
himself with the sbicld. which one of the squires handcd 
to bim, labile anotber chisped bis bclmet, he advanccd 
lo attack the dragon. But the savage bcast, rusbing 
from the cavem and belcbing flamcs, defcnded itsclf so 
welly that Jason had to give it up after a contest of a few 
minutes. His brothers in arms, with much camestncssi 
oof\jured bim to emploj the incantations, by which he 
easilj succeeded in stupefying the beast, and took the 
lleece down without much ado. This being accomplished, 
Medea reappeared, urging them to go on board the 
Tessei with ber. On tliat, a great noise aroso from the 
land ; it was the sound of trumpets, and timbrcls, clari- 
oosy and othcr Moorish Instruments. During a pauso 
in the musM, a young man on horseback, dressed in 
Saracenie st^le, rushed upon the shore, and challenged 
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Ja9on, who took up the gmuntlety and-with a few mastcrlj 
blows laìd him slain on the ground. Bai when he was 
rcpairìng to his diip, ^etcs made hu appeanunoe, aur- 
roiiiklc*d by bis baronsy and seetng hU daughter in the 
vcsj^cl with Miils set, and hw non Ab^jrtus murdered, 
onlcred his men to prcvent the flight of the Argonauta. 
Tiien Medea bcgnn hcr ineantations ; tlie air was en- 
veloped in darknesA, and a troop of men, in most out> 
hindish attìre, kx>king like demons, running to and fino 
vrith blazing torches, set fire to Babjlon, which was in- 
stantly consumcd. In that tumuh, the king, aa well aa 
ali hw barons, wcre carrìed awaj bj the Argonauta, who 
wcre sccn in tlie distanco sailing away in safctj with 
their booty, and the performance was over. 

If any of our rcaders shouid he of that class who 
forevcr praise the art and mechanism displajed in the 
modem theatrc, I wish them to pause a moment, and 
rcflcct that the talcnt, >%'hìch in our dajs is so skilfuUy 
employed to draw applauso from the spectators, and 
which gcncrally consi>ts in arranging mattcrs so that the 
wholc performance must nccessarily wind up with a 
eonflagmtion, or a cntnstrophe, witli Olympus or Ere- 
bus looming at a distance, — does not entirely belong to 
our ago, but wa^ employed in the management of the 
scenes, and was bighly appreciated by the public of the 
sixteentlì century. 

The company before whom this performance was en« 
acted, although composed of persons not devoid of educa- 
tion, was satidfied, or at least appeared to he. And to 
teli the truth, if we take iato consideration the abilitiea 
of those players, and the pkce where they were obliged 
to perform, they achieved even more than could he reason- 
ably ezpected. But that portion of the guests, that were 
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HOC aHowed to mingle with the noblemen and the knights, 
wera enjojing another spcctade of a similar nature, got 
up exprcsislj fbr them in the oourt-jard, and ccrtainly it 
was fiur more appreciated if we slioukl judge from tlio 
abouU of apph&use which reni tlie air. 

Some Spnniéli iioldiers had obtained leavo to perform 
as wvll as thej could a national comedy in their own 
langunge; fi>r this purpose thej had set apart a cor- 
ner of tlie yard, and therein with planks and curtains 
had made a temporarj stnicture, (they oilled it a thca- 
tre,) and had been relieaniing for sevcml days, cvciy one 
endcavoring to commit to roemoiy and pcirsonate his 
part in the best manncr. Tliey liud succcedcd in put^ 
ting together a comedy very acccptablc to the Sponianlis 
called LoM Mocedadeg del Cidj whidì literally mcans the 
TridcM ofihe Cidj or more propcrly hii» youthful caperà; 
after the comedy, if thcro was tiroc Icft, they wcre to 
perform a Saynete by way of petite pièccj as the Frcnch 
caUit. 

Both the drama in the hall of the castlc, and the com« 
edy in tlie court-yard, wcre commenccd at the same timc. 
A largo concour«e of pcoplc crowdcd bcforo the 9tago 
erected for tlic lattcr performance : 8quad-<lrìllcns ofTi- 
cera, soldiens townsmen, and pcoplc from the suburbi, 
ahopkeepers, and an infinite rabbie. The aridtocracy of 
this clac« oocupied rcscrved seata near the platfonn, and 
as the radii of tliis crowd reached out from this centro, 
the ranks wcre swollcn by individuals of lower grades, 
and of meaner appearance ; until, at the outskirts, thcre 
were none to be seen but ragamuffins and raggcd boys. 
Admittanee was free ; hcnce, no end to tho concourse ; 
and if tlie distance preveuted many from eiyoying the 
amiisrment, those who were at the farthesi end, by waj 
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of oompciuaikm, «houted anil hiised, clapped thàr bando, 
(U)d encorcil at nuidora, lo tho gruat uinojiuice of tboae 
nearcr, wbo gnv« vent to thcir iU^cprawsd vexmtioa 
ity rupcaiiug tho WDnl Zitto (liiish), which wu heard 
from Olio sidu or anotlicr, nnd which, inctcad oT MiUin^ 
the noiw, addcd nuw iilirauliu lo tho vocirGrationa. 

Amid^t tliat molluj crowd, so nbimrbcd in iboir ciÙQj- 
mont, a man coiild be kgd hoverìng around,— a ouui of 
abjcct appeamnce and wrvtclicd gnrmcnb, but whoae 
CounteiuiHCB and bunrìn); dintinguiiihcd him from tlie nat 
of tlic pco|i1e. Ilis rr«tleu and anxioiu moving lo and 
fro iiidicalud Ibnt some moiire far diffurcnt Troni tliat of 
■ccking plca^ture luid Icd liim tbitlicr. It trai I*MlnccÌOip 
Ho hud come to the Ilock Tur ilio purjmie of killing 
VulvntiiKS mid to wam Ficnunosca of lUe dangor of 
Ginuvra ; but flnding Itiinsclf in llic mid:<t of llial mul- 
liludu, he bccnmc p(Tiili.-zc-d, jicrcciving liow diUìcuU U 
wa:t for liim to fìiid thosc lic n'iu looting for. Tho 
rcndvr, pcrliiips will bo nstonislicd to fiiid nn nssassin, 
for wboso bcnd a [irìcc hnd bccn offercd, darìng to come 
to tlic city and cx{N»)ng himsclf to tbe dangcr of bcìng 
diiwovcrcd ; nnd certninly, if we sliuuld judge from ibo 
etntc of Bocictj' in our òny-n, notliing would liava boen 
more dnngerous liiun lo pinco himsvlf withìn tbe power 
of gcndiirmus wbo wcre wnlcliing over lite accurìlj of 
ibo public, llut nudi dnngcra did not cncumpoM u maa 
like l'ictmccin in those timcM ; nnd on tlut occosion, when 
Uifl cxcitcmcnt of the pcoplu and the anxiety of hìa owq 
mind, conKoqucnt on ilio murder of ttie Podei'tn, had 
dicd aivny, lie migiil feci as perfeclly iccure in Barletta, 
(cspcciolly OS it waa night,) aa if bc had been among 
bid comradei in tlie bushcit. But no mailer bow perikMu 
was tho utulertoking in which bo had cmbarked, be Ì« too 
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well accustomed to gei out of difficulties, he is thirsting 
for Tengeanoe, and he will find the way to surmount ali 
obtftadet. Lei us leave him to takc care of himself, and 
go back to the prìncipal adora of our historj. 

It was Terj near two o'clock in the night, when, the 
performances òf the theatre being over, the company had 
repaired to the banquct room, which bj thut time had 
been already transformcd into a dancing hall, and was 
illumined bj wax lights arranged ali around on largo 
candelabra lianging from the walfó, and on chandeliem 
lumging from the centro of tlie cciling. The musicians 
were at the same placca in open bidconics at onc third 
of the distance bctwcen the floor and the entablature. 
Besides the masicians, who occupicd one side, the place 
was crowded with pen^ons of infcrìor rank, mìio wÌ2»hcd 
to witness a spectacle in which thcy could not take parL 

Gonzalo, with his guest and the ladies sat on a dais 
raised near the wall on the side whero the banncrs and 
standards hung. As the hall bccamo filled, the Duke 
of Nemours rose, and opcned the dance with the Lady 
Elvira. 

When thcj had rcgaincd their scats, Ficraroosca, wish- 
ing to show bis courtesy even on this occasion, advanced 
to ofier bis band to the maidcn, protesting howevcr bis 
ignorance of the art of dancing ; she acccptcd the oflTcr 
with marked pleasure. Then other couples were made ; 
and Fanfulla, among the rest, being unablc to engagé the 
Lady Elvira, made choice of the one whom he thought 
to be the handsomest woman of Barletta, and contrìved 
to place bimself so that, in the contra-dance, he should 
find bimself face to face with Ettore and bis partner. 
His endeavors to watcb every movement of the Lady 
ElviiVy and to catch ali the beau xmo ii she wafted to 
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Ettore, miut hnve tind a Nourìng cflVct on hìn heart i fbr 
tlic cxcitoU looks oT lUu $[hu)UIi mnidcn betrayed too wiAl 
liuT ìiWmg tor FicniiQosco. TLo flourìsboa of the band, 
tlic cxcrciKC, itiu rapcalud gi-a-=i)ing of tlie lund, and tUa 
familùirity wliicli dancing nllowa bctvrcen iwreoiu wlio in 
otliur wiUks or life would dumou» lowanl^ onu anotlier 
witii llm utmont rcHirvc, liad crciitcd in (Iit! duuglitur of 
Goiiutlo un cxcilciiicnt of iningiiiiitiun wliicti slia oould 
not WL'II mipprcsii. Dotli Kttorc and FanfuIIa tuid noUcod 
il; it wod a cnu.tc of pnin to lliu formcr, and of jcaloutjr 
to lliu Inllur. Fanfullit kc|it u|) an incu&sxnt firo, tonncnt- 
iiig Ficramosca cillicr wiili Iirukun cxprussioiu or muli- 
cious glniicus. Kttor« did uot diIÌkIi Hurli joknt, uid tlie 
Iiiilf NcrioM-s Imlf muliindioly looki widi wliidi Ite rccuivcd 
Ilio milliirìc:! of Iiìh friend vniTo inturiirvlcd Ujr the Lady 
KIvink in a fashion of livr own, vuiy far from thcir rcal 

At hì.< llic Lady Elvira, wiili iliat rn^ih imprudonce 
tvliii'li was M> jiroiiiincnt a fi'nturc in iicr clmractcr, tak- 
itig lite o|i|>or[uiiii> of nn iiwant in wliicli olio wat hold- 
ing Kltoru by the liand, luinvd lotvards him and wliU- 
purod in liis car: " Wlion lliu ball ìs over, I \rill he in 
the balcony ovor the »ea ; come there, I wiah lo tii>cak 
to jon," 

Kitore was painfully Kuqiriscd nt thoiM! word*, wbich 
only |>orlcnJcd tlic approiich nf a i>crìou4 intrigui;, and 
hinnmtxi a kind of consenl n-irli a nod of ihu head and 
A siight cliange in liis countcnaucc, bui gnvc no decisive 
answer. AVIicther it vaa from want af prccaulion n'iion tlie 
Lady KIvira wliiripercl thoK wonh in Etiore'à earit, or bo- 
cause Fanfulhi wii« loo mudi un iho alcrt, the fuct in that 
he al»o heaixl iliose ill-fuiod wordd, and eurging in his own 
hcart the good luck which was ali on the side oT Fier»» 
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moAca, he muttercd to himsclf: — ^con't I niake tkin 
^ddj girl pay for it ? ** 

Ettore for his part wtus a prey (o contcnding tliouglit}. 
Ile did iiot fcel the least incliiied to yicid to the charme of 
the Iiand?K>ine Spaiimixl ; ibr in the lii*i(t place the imago 
of Ginevra wtìs too deeply graven in his hcart ; and thca 
Le wa» too wise a maiì to tlànk for a moment of making 
sport of the daughtcr of Gonzalo. And in tnilh with tliose 
arts tthe could ncvor reach Kttorti*8 hcart, hecauéc ho wa8 
Dot one of tliose men who are always ready to gni.<j> an 
op|)ortunity in thcse matterà. But, on the othcr hand, he 
eould not hrook the idea of heing thought uncourtcouM, 
unfeeling, or even won»e ; af^ unfortunatcly, it té one of 
the oontradictions of the world to brand cerlain acts as 
bad, and at the same timo to give the name of fool luid 
ooward to those who will not he guilty of thcm. During 
the resi of the dance he torturcd hÌ4 mind to contrive 
some mean^ by which he might gel out of the dilFicuhy 
honorably ; at Uist die timo for the rcndczvous was dniwing 
near, lie made up his iiiiiid resolutcly that he would not 
expose him:ielf to do the Icast ihing which might wroiig 
Ginevra* And r(;flecting that while he wa.s in the midst 
of 60 mach cnjoyment, i»lie was in a lonely Monastery in 
the midttt of the scji, lell alone by everybody, and \cry 
probably tliiiiking only of him, his hcart bunied with 
sharoe that he should bave, even for a moment, enter- 
tained a rcgard for anything cNe alx>vc ber love ; thcn> 
fore, as soon as he luid concludcd his dance with the 
Lady Elvira, anxious to liaMten away from tiie hall, ho 
thought to offer for an apobgy one of tliose headadies, 
which, in the sixteenth century, were as admirablo au 
excuse as they are on many occa:»k>Ds even lo the nino- 
teeoth* 
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The joang gcndcmen, who had teken pvc in the 
oontra-dancc» fbUowiDg the cusloin of the timei^ fcr the 
puqKMe of being moro free in motioiiy had taken off the 
mantles the/ wore on the loft i4ioiilder and dopodied 
tliem ali together io a room at^ouiing the halli and made 
thcir appcarance io doublcts and tightSi which genondlj 
wero of white satin. FanfuUa and Ettore were bolli 
. dreased in thia fiishion, and their height as well ma tlieir 
dreas made them appear much alike ; oolj bj potting oa 
tlieir mantles, a difierence might he peroeiYed ; Ficm» 
mosca wore one of asure oolor embroideied with aOrw, 
Fanfulla*8 was Vermilion. 

Ettore mct Diego Grarcia» and requestod him lo offiir 
to Gonznlo and liis daughter bis regrets beeaiue of n 
severe Iieaducbe which eonstrained him to retiro; and 
he reiHiired to tlie room wliero he had Icft bis nuintle. 
As he was crosising the tliresholdy the erowd liaving giren 
way a Itulc, he hiul no one ckwe to Jiis peraon, and he 
felt a blow on bis shoulder as if some hcavy object had 
fallen from abovc ; looking to bis fcet, whero the tliiug 
Imd fullcn in rebounding, he saw a bit of paper in which 
sometbing wcighty liad been wrapi)cd* Ile looked up 
to the bnlcony wlicuce it sccmcnl to liave falIen, bui lio 
discovered no pcrson's eye looking down tpwurds him. 
Ile wus goiiig foniv'ard ; however, he stooped^ pickcd up 
tlie purcclf and, unfolding it, he found tlmt it oontoined n 
[Ksbbìo for the purpose of giving it weight, tliat it miglit 
full to the intended spot. Theru wus writtcn in a hmIo 
and scuroely readable band:— '^ The Lady Ginevra will 
be abducted from Sunt* Orsola by order of Duca Valen* 
tino at the stroke of throe o'clock. Ile who wams jou will 
wait for you, with three eompunions, at tlie laige gate of 
the Castle, and he will bave a javelin m bis band.** 
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Ectore's finune shiTered to tbc Ttrj mairow, and tlie 
tlirill wafK inciwcd bj remembcrìni^ tliat tlie dock liad 
almdj itruck ball^Mui two. lìiere was do tiou; to kisc 
Wìth a eomitenanoe as pale aA tliai of tlie man wlto, mor- 
tali/ woQnikd, boumb on bu la:4 stc|»s and fulU to die, 
he wa« at tbe door witb tlie m|>iditj oT tlic liglitnitig, 
thcn down tbe 5tairs at a niiiiou:» spccd, witliout mantle 
or cap» to tbe greatc:*! amazemcnt of ali wlio saw biro, 
he reacbed tbe place of rendcsvous with such a Air/ 
tbat be bad to bokl on to tlic liiigc irun rìiig of tho 
gate lo stop bimselfl The vault of the oniry was ver/ 
daik ; and, wbilc panting from ninniiig ainl aoxict/, lic 
lookod around. Tlie man with the javclin in liand, lofi 
Ibe Wall again>t which he bad en^conct-d liiiikiclf, and 
advanoed towaidi him. 

Man/ liud obc^enrod the hurried flight of Fieramosca, 
and tbe remarkable cliangc of bis counteiuince ; bui, tu 
tbe/ bcanl froni Diego Garda the caux: whidi Klloro 
bìmself bad givcn for bis goiiig uwa/, had no thoiighl of 
fbllowing hiin. But Inigu and Hrancalcune, who luvud 
biin most dearl/, were noi so ca7«il/ muisficd, but fuIlo%v(;d 
bim, and altliougli the/ could net keep up with hi;* swifl 
pace, tlic/ iiad him in bight, and rcadicd the gale a few 
momenti uAer biin. 

The/ fbund FienunoscAf wlio, liaving hold of Pie* 
traccb, burried him along, Ni/ing : — '^ lei us go, (juick, 
qukk."— Ile saw bi;s friend;», and baid to thcin in 
great baste : — " if /ou are m/ friends come along and 
belp me against tliat traitor of a Valentino ; wc*ll tuke a 
boat, we are seven, we sball be at Sani' Orsola in no 
time." — Drancaleone, glancing at biniAelf and coiniianion, 
«aid:— **wbere are the weapons?" In fact, none of 
tbe tbree bad even a sword. Fieramosca was raving, 
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stamping the ground, and witb bis hands on hid head, 
looked like a crazj creature. Tlien Brancaleone, wUoi on 
an cmcrgency alwa^'s 8poke to the point, and had plcnty 
of rcflourccs, rcmarkcd : — ^ thou, Ettore, go to the nhore 
with these mcn, got boat and oan ready, and wait fbr 
us; thou, Inigo, come along ;" — and tliey both started 
on a run, while Ficramosca cried after tliem, — ^^hurrj, 
hurry, it is abnost tbreo o'clock ; " Ahliougb bis frìenda 
undcrstood ncitbcr the scnse of tbcse words, nor the 
motivo of 80 much precipitation, stili, being 8at»ficd 
thot it must bave becn somctbing of vcry great impor* 
tancc, tbcy rusbcd into the armory of Colonna's quarters, 
and enatching from tlie walls jacks, Iielmcts, and swords 
for three pcrsons, rctumed witb tbc samc s[XKkI, and ovcr- 
tcK)k liim as Iio had just cntcred tlìc lioat. Tbcy tbcn 
jumpcd into the ^kiff whilc Inigo, who was tlic last, with 
a foot on sliore, pushed it off, and grasping the oar^ tbcy 
bent over them and stniincsl them flcrccly in tbc eflfbrt. 
Einerging from the little harbor which was behind the 
ciladcl, they hud to |ms<i under the clock-towcr ; as tbcy 
neaix'd the spot, tliey he^u'd that rumbUng of the wheeU 
which preccdcs the striking of the hours. The unhnppy 
Ettore bcnt bis boily down, Icaning bis head towai^ls tbc 
keel, as if lie feured lost the towcr should then fall nnd 
crush him. After a few scconds the largo beli gavc the 
three fatui slrokcs, and the deadened sound was heard 
losing its^elf in decreasing vibrations, faintly repcsited by 
the distant echo. 

Before we narrato tlic rcsult of the voyago of our 
fricnds, wc must go back to the dancing hall for a few 
moments. 

Fanfulla, who, by accidcnt as well as by cunning, liad 
gaiued possession of the Lady Elvii-a's secret, had deter- 




ftt crroiE nEX&aosc*. 

wàmei to Make it tmtm iM» ■ c eoat brt dìd mi bw» 
iMtw ke cooU imt tti i : brt «hLa ke mw kù rìnd banjs 
H^ «waj fina ifae pbee vkktMt ra^ or manilc, ■ vny' 
«rìU tlui^fa eoiered arte kb bcad ; and beili* « m»n who 
ncTcr [«a«ed to lefleei vkm ibnc ns u o|iponuDÌt]r 
far indo^ins ■■ acme Jboferj, no mailer vbot the «muc- 
qneneei Bigkt be, bdook hìmsclf al once to curj hb 
I^ao info efièct. 

He kad waldicd ibe daoglim- of Goniaki, and h«l 
•een ber goins oat lo (bc balcon;, wbvn llic «lance waa 
over. Il «al erìdcnt lluu die haU noi noiicvd Kttora'a 
deporturc Tke wag haatcncd (o llic clonk-room, wlicra 
becidei hu own cap, ibcre was none Icfl Imi! lluit oT Fium- 
moKK ; lio put it on \ùa licnd ro tluil ilic fciitlirrn wouid 
■linde hu countennncc, nnd llircw over Iiìs Kltoulilcn tlie 
oiurc mnnllc of bis Trìcnd ; nn<1 nnj onc n-lio limi not nxn 
bia oountcnnncc, woulil ccrtainly Imre tukcn liltn Tur I''ic- 
ramoeco. Bcìng tlius aliircd, lie mnilc hU wuy llirougli 
the crowi], aiid wcnt hy Ricalili lo Iho bnlronjr, wliicli lutd 
DO olher liglit but whnl it rcccivc<1 tlirougb ilic windowd 
from tlie halls of tlio pnlncc. Around a Uuin |M;r|M!liiully 
fillcd by a jet of water, n-crn jilnccd itinny largo vane» wilb 
onngc treea, amìdi-t wliicb it wa^ very ca*y to bo con- 
cealcd from anj ono wbo mìglit liappcii to come out of 
the dancing rooms. Wlicn Fonfulla cnlcrcd ilio Italcoity, 
baplj, thero wna no |>criK>n but tlie Liuly Elvira, wlioin 
be nw ritling at ibe baluHtradu over tbu >ca, rvtting ber 
elbow upon the iron rnil, nnd pupjmrling ber head wilb 
ber handt wbilo site wom looking u]) lo tlic tky. 

At lliat moment ibc rooon wm vciled by noma cloud» 
drìren bcforo tlie wind. Fanfulk fenrcd, uiibiM be in- 
praved ibe ^^portunìty, be ratglit bo rocognized wlicn tlio 
Aj beciiM de«r i tbereinre, witli « xary tati Mq^ Ite a|>- 
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proachcd tlio Lady Elvira, wlio did noi peroeive him 
until he stood by ber side. As slic tumcd to k)ok ai bim, 
Fmifulla lowcrcd bis head witli gmce and addrcss, and, 
rcvcrcntly falling on one knec besido ber, bc took ber 
band and prcshcd bis lìps upon it ; be did it 80 carcfully 
tliut be conccaied bis face entindy, and tbo daugbtcr of 
Gonzalo bad noi tlic Icast doubt as to bis bcing Fiera* 
niosciu 

Sbo made a motion as if to witbdraw ber band, bui, 
as is often tbe case on sucb occasions, yicldod to tbe 
easily forgi vcn force wliicb dctained it. Altliougli tbo 
disposition of tbo Lady Elvira was wbimsical, caprìcious 
and tcsty, wc must belìcve tiiat sbo oould not but fcel a 
rupixmcb at fìnding bcrsclf in so dose an intervicìir witli 
n young man, and that sbe actually trcmblcd lest sbo 
niight bc ovcrtaken in tbat nituation by ber fatber, and 
miicn moi'c by licr austere friend. 

A strong brentii of wind blew aside tbe cloud tlmt 
vciird tbe moon, nnd :is it was full, it tbrew a most 
vivid light over tbe wliole place, and illumined tbe glit- 
ti'rìng dress of Elvira and of Fanfulla. Perbaps ncitbcr 
of tbcm took noticc of it ; but a jiiercing cry, ascending 
fvoin tbe foot of the bnlcony, and betraying a fcmale 
voice, made thcm start, and tbinking tbat otbers migbt 
bc attractcd by it from tbe dancing ball, tliey burricdly 
withdrcw by dilTcreiit ways to tbe interior rooms, wbcro 
tbosu wbo bad bcaixl the cry, baving tbeir attcntion on* 
gi*osscd witb olhcr affair.^, did not jiay any more attcntion 
to it. The first cry was followed by a sccond ono more 
faint, whlch, dying awayin the tbroat of ber wbo uttcrcd 
it, was ovenvbclmed by the hcavy fall of a human body 
at the bottom of a boat. But the balcony was dcscrted ; 
in the palace they were ali bent on enjoying tlicmsclTOS ; 




248 ETTORE FIERAHOSCA 

DO penoo lookcd out to soe wbo tbe unfortuiuto woman 
woi wbo «ras cry'uig for bclp. 

Whilo thcsc eventi wcre Iinppenìng at the Rode, the 
bocd which cnmcd Fivmnioiicik luid ìm companions, pro- 
pelled bj M!V«n rtout mcn, triu tyiiig over tlic wavcA 
towcrds the Uonaitery, leaving bellini! a loiig wnkc of 
foam furroiriiig the sea. Broncnlconc, eccing llint Fiera- 
mosca WM on\j bc-tit on plying the oaiw witli IiÌm mìght 
aod mairi, said reaolutel; ; " Now, Eiton-, I tlo not 
know whcre you are canying us, bue nunìy Ùùn <loc> 
Dot look likc an uflair of Mmall im|)ortuncc, ond if wo 
tiare lo work in caraest, tbese luimciiHes nt tlic bollom of 
the boat will not be oT mudi good lo us." At llicsa 
wohls, tbejr begon lo put on thcir armor, one bjr oiie, 
taking care lliat only one onr nos leti idic al a lime. 
Having gìnled on tlieir Hirord!', nnd covercd llicir tieuda 
wilb light liclmels, tbcy beni un iboir onm with rc-iiuwcd 
vigor, elmìntng liicir ey-a over Ilio tea lo dcscry the 
encmjr, «liould iie approneh. 

Dnrìiig thv way, Kllorc, in dÌsconiieclc<l wonls, in- 
formod hi* TriendM Cor whul |i(tr|KMu he nectli.sl tla'ir n.»- 
■Utance. Then n imoll Imat bove in aigbl, and llicy mntlu 
for ÌC| but wbcn llicy cumu ncar, lliny mw il uccupicd hf 
onlj one perwn, ulowly poddling towanii Bnriclliu To 
lose no lime, llicj ugnili iitcercd their courmt lowardu iho 
Monasteiy, nnd liad not notìccd vrlio waa tlie pcrson lluit 
oecupicd ihe boat. Inigo iidvÌM»l timi tUcy kIiouIiI n]>- 
pronch ami a«k for informalìon, but Kllnre would not 
lùten to it; the appoinled Iiour liud paseed, and be coulil 
banllf bope to be in tirae. 

Ilad ho follovrcd Inigo'a advicf, bow mucb mii>fortune 
vould bave bcen prevenieil 1 

The UonaMerj loomed up a* tlie^ «pproadied. 
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Ficramosca hod hi^ cycs fixod upon it, and ooiiUl disoem 

cvcry window, but no lights. Tlicn a low, long boat, 

swceping over tlic watcnt likc a swallow, suddenly bove 

in sighl, within two shoU' distoncc, oii the lefl side. 

Ettore, Inigo, and Brancalconc, ali at one time, and wUh 

low voiccs, oliserved : — Tlicre they are ; and tuming the 

bow to%vards tlic marauders, tbcy redouldcd thcir cffbrts ; 

the otlier», perceiving timi thcy wcre pur^ucd, trìod to 

cscapc, and pulled for Uicir livcs ; but the punuera felt 

tlicir vigor treblcd. Tlic space betwecn the two boots 

is secn to diminish ; tlio partics can bear cach otbei's 

conversation ; and Fieraroo^ca, stretcliing liiroself up as 

much as he couid without fttopping from pljing the oar, 

already d&<scrios a woman lying at the fttcm, watchcd by 

two mcn, and cn'cs — Traitors !— with a roar that reecboed 

within the walls of tlic Monasterj. 

— Ilurry, — liurry, — pulì away, — pulì, — wos at 

once rcpcatcd by mnny husky voiccs from closcd tecth ; 

and thcir prow wiv^ touching the cncmy's boat. With 

the rapidity of the lightning, Ettore drops the oar, and 

with upliQcd sword lic tlirows himsclf among the ruflions 

who stood ready to rcceive him at the point of their 

weapons. The etfort he made in leaping from one boat 

to the othcr sent bis own craft backward, and thus he 

found himself alone to rcceive the shock of tlie blows which 

the enemy aimcd at bis head and brca^^t^ and from which 

he was protcoted by the hcadpiccc and the brcastplate ; 

but bis companions, secing bis dangcr, werc soon to the rea- 

cue. Pietraccio, who was the ncarcst, was aLio the next one 

to jump into the boat, but he scarccly found himself where 

he thought ho would meet Valentino, whcn a bluw iix>ni 

an oar knockcd bim down scnselcfis. Inigo and Branca* 

Icone stood by Ettore, and fighting in tbat crowd, sword 

11 • 
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to sword, (and indeed, tliey wcre oli good sw ordsmen,) thejr 
Deither oould inflici a wound nor rcccive any harm; 
thejr could onljr give and reccìvc blows and thrusts with 
woodcrful rapidità ; and in the oonfiL^iun, thcj made the 
boat roll onc Fide and tlic othcr, at the immincnt perii 
of being cn|isizcd. 

Pictrnccio*» mcn Iiad not bcen ablc to eome forward, 
because there was room only for thrce mcn abrvast; 
but thejr did good work. Tliey liftcd up the fcinalo 
wbo was at the stcrn^and laid ber down in their own 
boat As tlie threc corobatunts saw tlie wonvin safc, 
(following tlie ndvice of BranodoonCy givcn in a whL3i>or,) 
thcy slowly rctircd, and bohing out of the cncmy's boat 
into their own, thcy giive the others a chance to {NirL 
Ettore would not bave l<*t hirt prcy <>i«cnpc on w> ca«(y 
terms liad he recognizod Valentino in the mt'lue ; but as 
be did not i»ce hiin aniong the rest, he fclt loath to inibrue 
hÌ4 liandii with the blood of the knave^. Morcover, satis- 
fied (at least be thought so) that Ginevra wn.^ rcscucd, he 
tbought it was bis duty to ccuiifort ber. On the othcr 
band, Don Miguel beoiine furious on socing the fniit of uo 
many bardships ^uddcnly snatched from bis hundis and he 
was angry with himsclf for not having liecured the posses- 
sion of tlie woman at tlie fore|Mirt of the liosit ; but the mis- 
hap was made now, and be knew very well tliat to attempt 
a recovery of bis prcy from the bands of the^e valiaiit 
young men would be as succcssful as trying to dig lioles 
in water. But Valcntino*s bircling did not 8ubmit to bis 
disappointmcnt without some revcnge. While the thrco 
frìcnds were Icaving the boat, lie bad pur8ue<l thcm with a 
sword in tbe rigbt band and a stiletto in the IcfV. Ilo 
aimod many bk>ws at Ficramosca, wbo was the kst to 
leave ; and as be was stepping over the side of tbe boat» 
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he succecdcd in prìcking him lightly with the polnt of hU 
diiggcr ; but in the excitoincnt of the scuflle, Ett^nna did 

not {)crccive it. 

Ilaving thud parted, one party continucd their joumey 
towardd Barletta ; tlie othcr stccred towanis the Mon- 
astcry. 

The woman was xnnppcd up in a sheet Fieramo^ea, 
stili panting from ovcrexertion, boUtered hcr up the best 
way Iic could. Removing the covering which envelopcd 
her, instcad of Ginevra, he saw Zorais in a swoon. At anj 
othor tiroe he woiild have blc^sed God for having libci^ 
ated hcr ; but tlien he found that he had obtained notliing 
al the vcry moment he thought he had accomplished evcrj- 
thing. What had bccome of Ginevra? IIow did thb 
womnn hnpp<'n to bc hcre ? Ile giivc a decp sigh, strik- 
ing lìis fon.'hoad with his fìst, and urging bis compnnions 
to pulì nway at the oars. Not knowing the mistako, 
thcy wcrf; n.<tonishcd that he should not yet be satisfiod* 
In a few momcnts, he found himself at the island, and ran 
witli great spced up into Gincvra's ropm. He found evcry- 
thing opcncd and dcscrtcd, and the most profound quiet 
in the I^Ionastcry. As he wius coming out to obtain some 
information elsewhere, he mot hin companion.s wlio wcro 
carrying Zorai<^ Shc had, by that tìmc, recovcred, but 
8he could not answcr the urgcnt and anxious questiona of 
Ficnimosca, except by saying tluit towards three of 
the clock on that cvcning sho had been awakened by a 
number of mcn who had entcrcd hcr room, had envelopcd 
hcr in a shcct, and carric<l ber away to a boat She rc- 
membcrcd no more ; she knew nothing of Ginevra, whom 
she had not sccn since neon, whcn, pereeiving that she 
vrtKA in low spirita, éilie thought better to leave ber alono, 
and at the usuai hour she had retired to rest, without in* 
quiring afler hcr. 
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Ettore listcncd to the whole story, bolt upriglit, with 
bis eyes fixed oa ZoraU ; and at the end of her wonU liis 
coantenonee began to changc, becoming pale, nnd liis 
cbeeks «inking ; at lost he was obligcd to sit down, and 
as he tried to ri.«e again, strengtli failod lìim. One of 
the [Mirtjr had gone by this timo to knock at the doors of 
tlie Monastery, and having awakencd Gennaro, he was 
retuming with a light Brancalcone and Inigo wcre 
woodering at the countenance of Ficmmosco, m frìght- 
fully changed, and they imagined it was the effect of 
moch labor and anxiety* Ile tried again to ri.<ie, but hb 
Mrength had left him entirely, and bis licad falling back- 
ward oa the chair, he said, with fahcring voice: — 
^ Brancaleone I Inigo! I bave never been so ili in my 
life, and I do not feci strcngtli cnough to h'fl a feathcr, 
much lesa to wield a sword ; time flics by, and what 
will become of Ginevra ? Oh I that I might recover my 
strength for only one hour ! • • • nnd thcn to become dust I 

• • • I beseech yoo, dearcst friend^ Ict not a moment pass. 

• • • You go • • . I cannot Miy where ; • • • but go to 
Barletta ; search for ber ; liberate the woman ; find ber 
oat by ali roeans. Eternai God ! tlint I should not be 
able to stir one foot in ber behalf ! • . •" and he tried 
again, but he found it impossible. Tlicn again he en- 
trcated hb coropanions to leave him, and hurry to hcip the 
woman ; and he urged them so much that, feeling there 
was no time for debating, tliey left him with a promise 
tliat they wouM soon be back with some news ; and hav- 
ing retumed to the boat with great baste, they rowed 
Away towards Barletta* 

Zornii, mcanwhile, with great solicitude, was trying 
ber beit to help her liberator, sliowing in ber words and 
acU a noni Umàor affection ; and liaving onlaced the 
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hcimct» she was liard at work in undoing the fastenings 
of liis gorgct Whcn tlic armor was rcmoved» sho wiped 
tlic cold pcrspiration running down hb brow and neck, 
und discovcrcd that a wound Iiad bccn inflictcd under tbo 
shirt collar. 

''Alasi tliou art woqndcdl" she cxclaimed. And 
wltti some lincn wiping away the little blood which had 
oo#cd outy and which roade the wound appear grcater 
th|j^ it actually was, she felt encouragedi secing it 80 
lì Ai and said : — 

** It is nothing I — only a scratch I ** but then exaoiin* 
ing it more closelj, she noticed that a rìm of reddish pur- 
ple was forroing around the wound, and a livid bue was 
fast covering the cycs and the lips of Fieraroo^ca, while 
bis Imnds nnd cars, becoming of the color of box, wcre 
icy and stiff. Born and rcarcd in the cast, she waa 
skilful in the treatment of wounds of cvery kind, and 
she immcdiately 6usi>ccted that the poniard was poisonod. 
She boggcd of the youth to go to bcd ; and supportìng 
bini, not without great cffort, she succceded in leading 
bini to it. Upon feeling bis pulsc, she found it very slow 
and coixled. 

Ilowcver, the suffcrings of the body were nothing in 
comparison to tiie tortures which graduully took posses- 
sion of Ficramosca*s mind, prcsenting thcmselves under 
ncw forms. The adventurcs of that night, and Gincvra's 
dangcr had, up to that moment, occupicd bis mind cntiro- 
ly. But, as it bappcns to the man who is condemncd to 
die, if on the last night of bis life he can enjoy some 
slccp, he will awake with the sudden idea of bis immi- 
nent death fulling upon bis lieart like a dead weight. 
In the same manner, Fieramosca Imd scarcely rooovcred 
from the constcmation in which he was, when he thougbt 
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of the challengo, arni oT Ibo <mih Le lind givcn that he' 
would IMI expO!f« Iiim^ulf lo nny ilangur of bving Imnncd. 
He tliouglit of Ilio Htinmo wliich lic woiilil bring upon 
himMlf, sliould he fuil lo be at liU post. I^Io ihou^Ut 
of the sri<:f' of hia hcart, sliould he Iw |)rcvciitcd from 
nifling liis flwonl mÌIIi liis coiiipunions,^ how iho Frcnch 
would sncer ot hìm, and how tUc Itulìan lionor woulil 
be jcopanleiL Ali ihcHc ihougtilg ithot tliraugh bU mind, 
«mi fbook itis nurvcr, so lliat nll llie musclcs of liis body 
bcciune coiilmeied in convulsive movcmerits, nnd lic gnvo 
• 6Ìgh of ro much bilierncs*, liiat Zoraiii Blnrted upon 
hearing il, aiid inquirod wluit wiu the nuiiler. Kttoro 
cricd: — 

"1 am di:>honoivd forcvcr ! The clinllcngc ! Zonùs, 
the dioUengc I " ^ and lie struck hid fonthcad witli 
clencbed AkL "Oiily a few duy* hcnce .... nnd I 
om reduced to a. siate tliat not a wliob monili will 
rettore me lo my slrcngth. God I wlmt grcut i4» 
bave 1 bccn guHlj* of lo dcscrv'c ibis mìsrorlunc ? " 

Tlic young tvomnn dìd not know how lo n*jily lo 
tlwM word»; but vury pruliably hImj llioiight nioru of 
the dangrroua cinte of him wlioni kUg loved ho much, 
ihui oT ihc (ight. Tliore tottt a dangcr, and ber expe- 
rìence told her iliat it was cvcry moment incrcosing. 
A cotlnpse into a Iclliargic inaclìon liad »uddenly suc- 
ceeded lliat moment of cxcìtcroent. Ile hnd fullcn on 
his back, bis head Ucavily lianging on one xidu of the 
pilbtw, tbe face even palcr tluin bvforo ; tlie «wclling of 
the ranti on the ncck appenred convulsive, and !k>miis 
examining the wound, found il hod increoMd lo ihe size 
of an incb oli aivund. 

And Ettore alili kepi on gronning: — " Behold the 
diMDpion of Italian honor 1 Ilero, tbe gloriflUM «wunl 
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òf tliQ baule, tho bonsting, and the «mfidencG oT vietorj 

bere tliey oli comò to aii onil I And «till, bcforo 

Goti ! wlierc U my crìavi ? — Could I act tlifTurcniIy rrora 
wliut I bavo dona?" 

Hiit tb(Mc reitsoiM wcro vcry fur front givìng him anj 
rcliuf, und bc ibuugbt : — 

"To wlioni «lukll I teli ibia siorjr?^to d-Immh 1117 
rcaiKins ? And if cver I revcul oli, the enumy wiU be 
vury glnd lo pretend thm tbcj do not bcliovo me, and 
will SA/ : ' Ettore feignud oli ibù, bccauM lio wtis ofnud 
of usT" 

Wbile bìj niind waa paiiiruliy torturud ì>y oli tbcse 
tbougbts, tlic poison, wUioli Iiiid bccn insertcd inlo bis 
body hy tbc flilcllo in Don Migucl'ii bunds, vtn ranking 
progif^sH, creciiing tlirougli ibc vein« urbicU bnincb oiT 
frum ibe surTiicc of ibe cninium. Tbc RufTuiMig youth 
felt llic liglit of bis cj'<-i> grow dini, nnd tlio ck-nnicKs of 
hU inifUect losc ils disiinctnc^ wbilc liis tcmpic-A vere 
mck<;d hy pain^ «vbicU nt iìriit nutdc uvcrylbing about 
liiiii ii|>[ii.'nr uiislondy, tlicn to njli nruund wi(h incrcnsing 
spwd, witb mi nbundiincc of Hliinìng dola wbich dnzslcd 
bis cj'u.^ Zorais elond hy, looking upon liim, nffrìglitcd 
and trL'mbling ; wliilu Ettore kept bi^ eycs o|icn, nnd glar- 
ingly rivotcìl upon Iier. As bis scnsci grcw moro and 
moro unsicudy, nnd tlic liglit from the Taiiing Inmp moro 
and moro fiiìnt, ilio form ami ffiilnros of tliu young 
maìdon bcgnn to ctmngi; into ilioiic of Ln flotte. Tliis 
Bpectrc drcw ìts mouib one Milo, and cxpresscd a smilo 
bitter nnd frìgbifiil; ibun it bccanie krgcr, nnd o|>ening 
die li[KS Ibu (ìgiirc uf Grnlnno d'Asti np]tcnred ; it also 
ìncrrascd frotn untali diiiien.'^ion», until, opcninf; itd juwa 
in like roanner, it cbanged imo tlio palo likcnesa oT 
tlie Valentino. TbuH tlicsc forma bcing reproduced fnMn 
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mch othcr prescntcd u it wcre a phanlosmngoria of 
Ibote persona, wbo vcry natorally mu»t liavc kccn most 
dùtiiKt in the mind oT tlie sick man. Antony the rcst, 
even Ginevra'a imagc appcnrcd. Ho nppcalol lo hor 
widi iIm most endearìng ntuncs, an<l enid : " To Ict mo 
die thm I I tlut lored tlicG io mudi I Oli, Inkc mo out 
of Ibis pit . ■ ■ . Dtìtc away tlioso licank tlmt crccp 
over my taeeì . . • ."— nnd oiher vnin nnd vnguc worda 
of nmilor import. Al tliis alnge of Iiìb sickneas, ali tbo 
Bgnrea which he imagined he law begnn lo mingle to- 
gellicrt mt fint thojr fonned a mixtura of n rad nnd 
tremuloiu huo liko a laating flash of lìghlning ; Iliis hj 
degreea beooming miitj, $titd then dorkcning, wos cntìrely 
eztioguùbed, «ben lite joutb wu borcft of senw and 



CHAPTER XVI. 

To keep pace with the manj evento which look place 
simuUancousIy in dilfercnt placca during that mcmorable 
evening, and to bring up at the proper time, in corro- 
sponding rc1ation.s the pcrsons wbo took pari in tlicm, it 
bcrcome:< ncc(\<«:^ry to liold tlie reader in suspense tìa to 
the fate of the actors. Although this is a favorite pian 
with historians, we do not deem it verj acceptable, when 
the hook is such as to inspiro the reader with the de- 
stre of knowing the final l'csult of evenU. We shall not 
offcr any niwlogy to onr readcrs for liaving foUowcd this 
gcncnd mie, whicA in our ca5:e 1)ccaine indi.spensable. 
An apolop^y of tliis nature wouid be lookcd upon as the 
oflVpring of vanity, and afford ciiuse for a smile at our ex- 
pcnsc. Modc^ty in many i.s virtue; otliers can tum ita 
practicc to account. 

Ilowcvcr, bc that as it may, we must take leave cven 
of Ficramosca for a short ti me. Lct us thcn rctnice our 
steps to tlic Ro<*k, and visit Valentino, who is tarrying in 
the sniall apjirtnicnt.s on the lowcr story over the sca. 

Ilo had faìlcd in accomplishing one of the purposes 
which had led him to the Spanish camp. Ilis cunning 
waa matcheil by the wisdoni and forcsight of Gonzalo, 
and he couhl not prevail on him to cnter into a leaguo, 
or cven to grant him bis éup|)ort. The S|>aniard had 
kcpt hìs word, as far as to kccp bis conccalment secret, 
but had doclined to accede to bis other requests. For 
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the re«t he entertained him wìth everj oonsidcration 
which was due to his statiop, if noi to bis characten 
Durìng Uie seven or ciglit days wliicli imsscd bctwecn 
tlic opening and the cnding of thei>e ncgotiationìs the 
Dnkc kept close.in hU little qiiartcni, to e«capf! bcing 
notimi ; and if he cver wcnt oiit for the Fakc of cnjoying 
the open air, it was always at night, and protccted hy a 
nuukf as it was customarj for men of high station in ^ 

tlKMO times, -— a custom which, we must allow, was noi 
always followed for hailowcd purposes. But, ns wc havo 
mentionedy he Imd some othcr motivc in his visiting Bar- 
letta, besides his politicai manocuvrcs. Ile was anx- 
ioas to have rcvengc on the woman who had darcd to 
show contempt for him. And the plot9 laid for this end, 
hy the dextcrìty and skill of Don Miguel, were to he 
oonsummated that evcning. It will ap|>car strangc to 
more than one of our rcadcrs that this fnmous dcUauchce 
who liad givcn himsclf up to evcrjf kind of iniquity, 
should feel so much interested in the po^scssion of one 
woman, and should so eamcstly pursue nny trace of her* 
Truly it wouid be a mistako to think that love, cvcn of 
the most abject sort, prompted the desircs of Valentino. 
No : Ginevra had resisted him ; and ber rcsistnnce was 
aocompanied with contempt and horror for him. Sbe 
livcd happy, he thought, with anotbcr. Ile fclt as if be 
had been made little of, and scomed. And who could 
cver boast of baving kept Celare Borgia at 1>ay ? 

Did lie ever meet any woman, who bad Iniaiily, and 
was not bercft by him of virtiic or bappincss? — and yct 
tliero were some among tlicm of the higbe^f rcspcctabil- 
ity, and w1k>, being conncctc<l with mcn of power, might 
have deemed themselves wcU protcctc<l and secure. How 
coald it now be home that a woman little known and 
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Icss ilattcrcd bj society, should soorn him who hàà 
Italy in fcar, from onc end to the othcr ? 

At thifl time, Valentino knew, from the promises of 
Don Miguel, that he was near satisfying his revengc, and 
vrould gajr to himsclf — 8he will liavc to pay dear fbr 
linving kepi me 80 long in this dungcon ! — In faci, it 
must hnye been a 8ore trial to live in «mail rooms, so 
much like a prison, accustorocd as he was to the splen- 
dor of a court ; but he would chcerfulljr bear a thounmd 
privations for the sake of obtaining his purpose. More- 
ovcr, he had noi been entircly deprived of occupation 
during those days. Besides the hours he had spent 
with Gonzalo, and the hours he had been engngcd wiUi 
Don Miguel in planning the best ways to cany out their 
undcrtaking, mcsscngcrs arrived day after day from Ro- 
magna, 8cnt to him by his faithful mcn with lettera, dis- 
patchc-s and informatlon on the affuirs of the day. Thcy 
arrived and deparlcd always by night ; — another instanco 
of what Nicolò MuchiavcUi had a<;serted, in writing to 
the Communc of Florence a short timc 1)cfore tlicso 
cvcnts look place, that of ali the Courts tu the world, in 
none %oa$ sccrecy so weìl kepi as in that of the Duke ; — 
and although he did not add by what mcans this great 
sccrecy was sccurcd, he gave to undcrstand plainly 
enough, that an impudent tongue was surely punij^h^ 
with tlie silencc of the grave. 

Tliis COI respondcncc was carricd by means of Ughi 
shallops, whìch sailcd along the coasts of Romagna, and 
found snitablo hiding-places among the rocks at the foot 
of Mount Gargano ; ihencc, under the cover of night, tho 
messenger was dispatched in a boat to tho castle. From 
such a crew, Don Miguel had selected his roen to aid 
him in tlie business of tluit niglit. 
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Oto Ani evcDoi^ wlùle tbe cMle reedioed widi the 
auae and the jojr oT tbe fèrtiTal, VaknCmo wu scated 
brlbre a table, aad to brgnile tbe tìme, he wms exanùiin^ 
the filet oT paperi brooght to him bjr the oooriers oT the 
prerioot nightA. He wa» dreK*cd in a cape fastencd in 
Iroiit hf a imr oT mail bnttoms the bo^ and the i^eeves 
of black satin fittine the perron nuher tight, and over 
the deeres wov looee rtrìps of whitc vclvet, confinod al 
fiwr diiRnnent points aroand the ara» with a list of the 
fame kind of Telnet Three or Awr battona unfìuUcned 
near the eollar of the cape, loft open to vicw a coat- 
of-niail of the finest stcel, wliich the Duke alm-a/s woro. 
Thift stjle of dreas wa» very often uscd hy the Dukc^ and 
thoM who bave risited the gallcr)' of Prìncc Ikii^iese 
in Rome, will remember the portmit of the Diikc« takcn 
bj Raffaello, in tliis co:&tume. In 9pitc of his robust con* 
stitution, he liad been for fomc timc sufTcrìng from a sali 
humor of an hcrpetic nature, citbcr creopin^ through the 
blood or appearing oa the i^kin, and e^pcrialljr over the 
fiiee; and it would then tum iu livid palcness into a 
spongy rednesM, eovercd with blolclien ninning with hn- 
mon The loath.«omc deformity of liu face wns 9ucli 
M to ficken evcn hi» nio«<t Constant attendante ; and a 
soul like hts oould not be encloscd in a frame moro 
befittingly portrnying itti qualiticfl. In conscqucnco of 
the eedcntary life wliich, so much ngain.«t hin liabit^ he 
had been oonutrained to Icad during tlioso dny^ nnd from 
the efiects of the weatlier, it being then spring, thoM 
hamors were brcnking oiit moet furiously, deforming his 
features moro than iMiinl, and giving to hw wholc Trame 
tbat onaeoountable and restless peevi.«]ino)(0, which ts gen- 
erali/ the eonscqnencn of such ailmcnts. 

Aboat two o*clock, when dancing was eommenood in 
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the hallfl above, tho door leading to tho I>akc*« apwrt- 
mont was lightly puslied open by a man drened in rod- 
bruwn tiglitìs with a cape rcacliing half down liis tliigh, 
a blnck liood drnwn over his oyes, a tmonl and a 
stiletto at 111!» »idey and a bundle under bis ami* Valen- 
tino lookcd up ; and tbe messenger entering* made a 
bow and Inni on tbe table tbe bundle, wiiliout a word 
bcing utten*d bj citlier |iarty. Tbe Duke laid ono band 
on tbe package, and said : — - 

^ I sball quit tbis place to-nigbt ; go to tbe last room of 
tbc:<e npnrtmcnts ; sbut tbyself in, and for any noise that 
tbou nmyst bear, move not, unlcKS I cali tbcc." 

Tbe man Icfl by a door opi)Osite to timi by wbicb he 
bad entcrcd. Gettare liorgia, witb tbe sbarp biade of hia 
stiletto, ficverifd tbe vermilion ta]>es wbicb fai«tenod to- 
getlier tbe dis|>ntclics Iie bad just reccived from bis fìitber. 
As Iic 0{>encd tbe package, a golden ball full froin it and 
rollcd over tbe table ; tbe Duke startcd witb a kM>k of 
grcat riuspicion ; but examìiiiiig more cnrcfully botb jia- 
piTs and sculs, Iie 1)c*caiiic reassured and resumcd bis seat. 

Lct US uot imagine tbat tbi.s friglit was tbe conscquence 
of a panie fcar. Tbe ways of administering ]X)ison in 
tlioso days weiX5 »o various, and evcn wben &eat in a 
lettor would produce on tbe o))ening an effect so imme- 
diate, tbat we may easily ]>ardon tbe Duke, if in per- 
ceiving a mysterious unexpected object, be became 
alarmed ; and if tbere was a man wbo sbould at once 
tbink tbe worse of ali mankind, it was certainly Cesare 
Borgia. 

Tbe letters wero written in cypber, tbe key of wbicU 
was in possession only of bimself and of the writer ; hia 
long practice enabled bim to run over tbe oontents with 
a quick glanee. Here we givo ita substance : — 
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** Alexander bad bcen soundod hy the ambassador of 
the Crwtiankwiiio on the project of fbrnìing a leaguo 
aguast the Catholk King, for the parpose of tidcing from 
hlm the kìogdoin of Nnple^; he oflTercd at the 8ame 
time to joio his iorces with those of Alexander, in tho 
campaign againsl Siena, and against the estatcs of Count 
Giordano. But Alexander had noi thought fit to enter 
into the compact before he was acquainted with the re- 
aoU of the negotiations betwecn Valentino and Gonxalo.** 

^ He had rcccived from the mothcr and paramour of 
Cardinal Orsino, a sum of money and a jewcl of very 
great value, takcn from tlie palace of Count Giordanoi 
which had becii delivcrcd over to piihigc hy order of 
Alexander, aAer the dcath of tho Duke of Gravina, 
Vitelloszo, and Liverotto of Fcnno. 

**It was hiti desirc tliut the Duke should kcep lii.^ troofM 
in rcadincM, tliat ho might, aAer the denth of ^nid Curdi* 
Dal, tako the ficid at Unicciano whero tlio Orsini and 
their adliercnts had conccntrnted their forccA. 

^ Ilo Imd bcen forcwarned agiiinst a daiigcr whieh 
threatcncd him tlint year, and he had been advised to 
carry on bis person a Mnall globo of gold, containing a 
cfaarm of superior power, the liko of which was i«ent to 
the Duke for the Nunc purpose." 

Although tho facts touehcd in this lettor are unfortu- 
nately true, and the trcadicry planned againnt Cometo 
recoilcd on tho head of Alexander, and wan tho cause 
of hÌ8 death, we bave hesitatcd bcforo placing them ho» 
foro our readers. But if God, for some inscrutabtc ends, 
has alk>wed that a supreme keei)cr of the holìcst tbings 
might abuse them so shamefuUy, it woukl bo an ili ad- 
vised parpose to eooceal bis iniquitieis and we should bo 
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blamed for our pArtiolity, nppcarìng more jcalons fbr 
party tlmn for truUi, wliidi will fercver stand witliout Ihe 
aid of di(i]ionc8t mcans. Tlie faulu of Ikix^a, and of 
otiivr niinistcn of tlie Churdi, wiU bo wcigliod in die 
Bcalcs of 6od*« justicc, and man is most aolcmnljr foro*. 
waraed of ilio awful scverity of ito judgrocnt. Bui 
from Uio a8hc8 of ìììoko miniftteniy as well as from the 
tomUd of ilio martyra, towcring and powerfal, tho tnith 
caornolly is produimcd, that noi on gold, noi on ann«y noi 
on tho arto of human poUcy, biit on tliu infulliblo prooi- 
ìéOé of the Goe^pel arosei and glonousljr stando, the 
Church of Chrìdt. 

Far diifcrciit idcas arosc in tlio mind of t]io Duke of 
Romagna, as he pcniiHKl his father^s lettor. Tuming bis 
cycM uUcrnntcly fnnn the lettor to tho golden ball, wliich 
ho kopt twirling bctwccn hi» flngon», a smile of eomiuis- 
8Ìon — ho boliovod ncithor in God nor in hÌ4 soìnto— -ap- 
ponrod on bis conntonance ; bui ihon again, he Msemcd 
to bo ngìlutod with foolings of a crodulous and timid sus» 
pìeìoii ; so tnio it w thnt tho spirìt of man nootls to sco 
a principio that will work boyond the gnivc. Ilad he 
not ro8olvcd to dcpnrt that night, the contcntA of that let- 
tor would bave dctorminod him to it A plot whidi flut- 
torod bis ambition so much, and might rcplonisli bis 
coffors, was an affair of far moro importanco tlinn run- 
ning a(\er a woman. Ile thought that Don Miguel would 
not bo long in rctuming with bis mcn ; and so piaci ng the 
ball in bis bosom, with an air of nonchalanee which 
secmod to 8ay — "lei it be as it will," — ho began to 
put togothcr bis papera, and whatever else he intendcnl 
to carry with him. 

In a few minutcs evcrything was ready. Thon he 
resumed bis seat as before ; and for want of sometbing 
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eke to do, ho again took the ball from his bosom, cx- 
aminod it over and over, and pa^sing it from one hnnd 
to the otlier, was thinking of him who had 8cnt it ; and 
was tr}*mg to gucH.« what it might contain. Thon pa^s- 
in«; on frcMn one idea to another, he thought ofthosc i^rìn- 
dple^ of rch'gion n»ù of those articlcs of faìth whirh he 
himwlf had once believed, then of hÌ8 Hp1(*ndid cittatefl, 
which wcrc tlie fruit of the abuse of rchgiotis ))ower ; and 
laughing in his heart at the credulity of inany, cxchiiin- 
ed:— ''for my part, I enjoy pleaaure and power at the 
expense of ali.** — But he a\fo hoanl a voice in a faint, 
but deep tone, rising from under the foundalion of no 
mudi pride, violcnce, and irrelìgion, and rc|)eating : ** fi 
migìd he trtie ! •* 

The Duke Ftrovc not to mind it, hut he could not Afiflo 
it ; he rose and brgnn to w alk up and down thi; room with 
great impaticnce, endcavoring to change the conrse of 
lliought. But to no pur[K>sc. Tho^e wonK ** It might he 
true ! " wcre forev^r sounding in hi.^ c*an«, piirsuing him, 
pressing him, and |ioi?ioning, fo to s)>onk, the cnjoyinrnt of 
poAscffiing FO many lionors 80 mudi |)Owrr, and so mudi 
wealth. Ile threw him!H.*]f on the IkmI, burying angrily 
bis head in the pillows ; and calling himnolf a fool, ho 
suececded at kst in calming him.*H*]f. The cyclids became 
hcavy, he cloned his eyes and fdl a«(h*op. * 

Bat it was not the shimbcr of a cairn soul. The idcas 
of the waking mind worked in the same direction durìng 
his sleep. He dreamt he was in Rome, on the road from 
the Castie.to Saint Pcter's. Ileaven and eartli were in 
great disorder. Everylhing lookod entirdy ditfercnt 
finoni what it used to be, cnveloped in darkneA.s and in 
«n oproar of yelliiig and shouting. In his efforts to ad- 
▼anoe towards the Vatican he failed, and was panting 
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with fatigue. Ho fdt as if aomo persomi Lad bold of 
liim; he lookcd around; he was surrounded by Ukmo 
wLom he had bctraycdi poisoned, and murdered; ihej 
Iiad tiicir clutchcs in liis liair and in hÌ8 Aesh, and made 
the air hidoous with long cries of despair. 

Thcn, as if by magic, he found hiroself in Saint 
Peter'8y which was the scene of an undistinguisUable 
tumult, ali dark, resounding with loud wails, the walls 
tottering, the tonibs tlirown o^ìcny and spcctrcs running 
to and fro; and when he was harasscd by bis victinu, 
who incessantly cried, ** Vengeance of God I " he thought 
— ^*thcn ibis must be the judgment that I woùld net 
belle ve.". 

And Ile struggled despcrately to make bis way, and 

scek rofugc neur the Poiuiff, whoio he could see at a dia- 

tance, in the mid^t of a faint and pale lighu But he was 

lield back on one side by bis btx)tber, the Duke of Cnndia, 

with ììÌA wounds wlde 0|>en, discharging not blood, but a 

kind of fìltiiy, whitish humor, bis features di:»tortcd and 

swollen, like those of a cor[):KS that has bcen long decay* 

ing under the watcrs ; on the other side by the Duke of 

Bisolli, Astorre Manfredi, and womcn and children, ali 

violently sobbing, and with outstretched haiids, crying fbr 

justicc and revcngc I Alexander was mantlcd in black 

vcstnicnts, with the yellowi^h color of death upon bis 

flabby countenance ; and while bis figure begim slowly 

to rìse, Ihe tiobbing and the crying were overwhelmed by 

an outburst of infemal laughter, emanating from the Hpa 

of a demon, who, crouching on the floor, and his chin 

rcsting on his knecM, shouted, — ^ Jesut Chritl^ ReUgiim^ 

Popt9 ... . aJll (m \mpo$ture^ «- and that shout rebound* 

ed in the ccho of a protracted bowl ali along the arcbes 

of the churcb. 

la 
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That howl was stili in the Dukc's ears, when he was 
entirely awakened aiid sitting up in his bcd. 

He was for a moment frìghtcncd, but the dream onlj 
eonfiimed him in his impious belief that he might commit 
any crime withoot any fear of punislmicnt in another 

life. 

As he was drawing encouragcment from this Uiought-* 
it was just a few minutes pnst the hour of thrcc — the 
buszing noise of so many |>ersons convcr:)ing together, 
the music, tlie sound of mirth and cnjoymcnt frora the 
halb above, penctrated with a faint and distant sound, 
through the massive thickness of the vaults into thoso 
apartmcnts of the lower story. At Uiat same timo, the 
samo noise which had brought to a suddcn dose the inter- 
Tiew betwecn the Lady Elvira and Fanfulln, was hvard 
by the Duke, but much ncarcr, nnd as if it nimc from 
bebind the door of bis room, which 0])cned over a narruw 
strip of the beach betwecn the sea nnd the foundntion.s of 
the castle. He went out to asccrtnin whcnce the noise 
camc, but he only saw an empty boat with the bow rcst- 
ing on the sand. He looked up to the piazza nnd to the 
Windows, but he could not scc a living soni ; he was 
about retuming to his room, but on a second thought he 
tamed around and advanced a few steps townrds the skiff, 
and stretching his neck over its side, he discovcred a 
woman lying prostrate at the bottom of it, with hcr head 
between her hands, and moaning from time to timo* 
After the first movemcnt of surprise, he instantly made up 
his mind, and entering the boat, plaoed one arm around 
the waist of the woman, the other under her knecs, and 
thus lifting her, senseless as she was, he carried hcr into 
his room and laid her on the bed But who can teli his 
amaiemeot, when bringing the light near to her face, he 
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of time, to torture the victim of hÌ8 revenge ai bis 
kisurc 

At last a deep drawn sigli made the bosom of the 
young woman swell. She o|K*ned her eyc8 for an ìnHtant 
and shut them immcdiateljr. Again she o|H;iicd thcm, 
and again ; thcn she begaa to stare in the face of him 
who stood before her motionles» and unknown ; but she 
lookcd at him vagueijr, without any idea being impresseti 
on ber mind by the sight ; stili her eye sccmed to loath 
the appearance of tliat disfigurcd countenance; she 
tamed it away, slowly, and with a look of so mucb 
terror tbat it might bave moved any other hcart Re- 
Govering ber conseiousness by dcgrccs, the remembrance 
of Ettore at the feet of the Lady Elvira was the first 
clear idea which presented itself to her mind. 

^ Ohy Ettore I " she said, ' scarcely articulating the 
words ; ^ tben it was truc, and thou hast bctrayed me I " 
and covering ber eyes and her brow with both hands, 
she remained a few moments in tliat attitude. Valentino*» 
lips slightly eurled with anger, as he heard tbat name. 

At lengtb Ginevra remembercd tbat she must be in 
the boat, and leaning on her elbow, made an eifort to 
rise, wben she felt the softness of the bed ; she gazed 
around in grcat terror, i)erceived the Duke, and uttered 
a ery ; but it was stified at once by the band of tbat 
brute, wbo caught ber by the throat, and throw ber back 
co the bed. 

^Ginevra, do not cry,** said Valentino; ''throw not 
tby breath away ; I am glad tbou bast come to pay me a 
Tisit, and I sball repay thee for a joumey takea at tbis 
hoor of nighL • • • But it is not me thou seckesL Is it 
noi 80? Wbat use to fret ? Not every ball tbat is cast 
cut perfectly round.* 
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Ginevra heard these words with a tremor which qaite 
overpowered ber. As she had not seen the Duke for a 
long time, 8he could not rcoQgniso biro, at once, and onlj 
fclt a scnsation of borrory as she remembered some fea- 
tures of that pbysiognomy. But knowing that it was 
not in ber power to offer any resistaoce, she onlj implored 
tbus : ^ Signore / • • • who are you ? • • • take pit/ oa 
me I • . • what do you want ? • • • let me go I • • •" 

And the Duke : — 

^ Dost thou remember, Ginevra, in Rome many years 
ago, bow thou didst act towards a man who k>ved thee like 
the applc of bis eye, and who would bave lavisbed upon 
tbce gifu und carcsscs 8ucb as a woman ne ver oouid 
boost of bcfore ? Dost thou remember that thy manners 
towards him, then, would bave put disgruee upon a stablo 
boy? Dost thou remember that bis love was laughed 
at by thco, bis offers treated with contempt, and that thoa 
didst actually put on airs which would bave been too 
lofty cven for a queen ? Well, dost thou remember who 
that man was? it was myself. And dost thou know 
who I am ? Cesure Borgia.*' 

Tlie nbhorred name foli like a weight upon Ginevra*s 
heart, crushing cvery hope out of it ; she brcathed net, 
but shaking like an aspen leaf, she looked at the Duke 
as she would at a tigcr that hcld ber in bis clutcbcs, and 
whom she could not even tbink of moving to ooropassioa 
with words. 

^ Now that thou knowcst who I am,** continued the 
Duke, '* just think whether thou hast any claim to mj 
compassion ; stili I might be prcvaiied not to wreak on 
thee that ycngeance which I ought and might very casily 
take. But, on one condition, Ginevra ; that is, that thou 
behuvest wiscly ; and I assure thee, thou needst to do ao.** 
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The comparative mildncss of these words kindled a 
ftpark of hopo in the hcart of the woman, and with 
joincd handfl, not venturìng, however, to look at him, that 
he might not perceive her* horror and disgust, shc bcgan 
to praj to him as she wouid have dono before the shrìne 
of a flaint, that he wouId not crush a poor woman alreadj 
too miserable and unhappy. 

^ I bescech jrou, nobie Lord, by the Wounds of Jcflus, 
bj that Day whcn evcn you, now so powcrful on carth, 
will stand a naked soul in the prcsence of an eternai 
Judge. • • • If you ever had a woman whom you loved 
most dearly, and saw ber in anothcr man'd power, nnd 
should in Tain entrcat for mercy, . . • if your own 
mother, if your own 8Ìster were in my situation, and 
prayed, and prayed in vain, you would cry for vengcance 
before Grod «* would you not — agninst any one who 
should martyr them so ? • . ." 

These wonU, oouplìng the names of Vannozza and of 
Lucrezia Borgia with idcas of virtue and hóhcsty, were 
the occasion of a smile in Valentino, who knew thcn a 
little. But itwas an ominous smile, which rcdouhlcd the 
fears of Ginevra ; stili she continued ber cntrcaties, the 
crying changing ber voice until she could scarcely uttcr 
the words distinctly, interni pted as she was by sobs, 
and tliese were the last words : ^ I am an insignifìcant, 
miserable woman ; what good may it do you, whnt glory 
will it bring to you, the powcrful lord you are, to bave 
taken revenge on me ? • • • Who knows but the day will 
come when the recollection of having shown mercy to me 
will affbrd a balm to your hcart?** It is not in our 
power to describe the anxiety, anguish, and dcspair of 
tlie mont unhappy Ginevra, — her tears, her entrcaties, at 
la^t lier raving and her cumes on the fiend who tor- 
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mentcd hcr. Tho picture would lacerate tho reader^s 

heart 

In the mcantime Don Miguel had retumed witH his 
companion. Ile w&s in very bad humor, with his haods 
cinpty, and fcaring the rovenge of his master. Reacfaing 
the foot of the castle he saw the two boats, one belonging 
to the messenger, and the other to Ginevra, and he be- 
camc suspicious ; he approaehed the door,and hearing the 
tumult within becomo alarmed ; he pushed the doory bui 
it wos bolted ; however, he felt reassured when from the 
tone of voice with whicji the Duke answered ^ Wait,** 
lio conci udcd that thcre wiis no dangcr. 

The noise in the galleries above, and the shoats of the 
pcople, rc'iichoed as loudly as bcfore. Don Miguel listened 
more closcly at the crcviccs of the door, and aAer a 
]miisc of a few minutcs, heard the Duke exclaiming: 
" AVell ! I loavc thec to thy God and to thy saints ;...'• 
and instanti/ the bolt was removcd, the door was opened, 
and the Duke carne out. 

The servant wished to makc some excuscs, but was 
inteiTuptcd. "Thou wilt teli me ali at another Urne ; of 
ali this I know more than thou canst teli me." Theso 
Avords might bave led Don ^lignei to 1>elieve that his 
ma:?ter was angry, but fi*om the manners and looks of tho 
Duke, he concludcd that there was some mystery which 
he did not understand. 

Valentino addrcssed the men who had come with Doa 
^liguel, saying : ^ quick, ali hands aboard, and wait fbr 
n)e under Sani* Orsola/' and tlien to Don Miguel : ^ come 
thou with me." 

The crew were promjìlly pulling at the oars, and soon 
out of sight. Don Miguel and the Duke rcentered the 
rooms, and immediately carne out again carrying Gtneyra, 
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whom thej replaoed in the boat in which she bad been 
foand. 

Tbe messenger was then callcd out of the room in 
wbich he had bcen confined by tlio Duke ; and the thrce 
together enterìng the boat without utterìng a word, over- 
took the larger one, and ali embarkcd in it. 

Tbe Duke sat on the poop, and Don Miguel was 
standing before him; and although ho now knew why 
bis master did noi scem much disappointed at the failure 
of the pioti stili he undertook to teli him the rcason wliy 
thej bad retumed with empty hands, and vcry minutcly 
narrated how they had proceedcd, and bow, being at- 
tacked by a superior force they had scarcely been able 
to defend themselves, and the woman had been rcs- 
cned. 

** But one of them did not get off very easy," he 
added, pointing behind him to Pictraccio, who, as wo 
bave seen, had reoeivcd a blow on the head from nn oar, 
and having fallcn senseless in the boat, had been cnrried 
away a prisoner. At that time he had recovcrcd, nnd 
was eitting a few stcps from the Duke ; the mcn, appro- 
hending no danger of bis being able to escape, did not 
molest him. 

^ This ruffìan," continued Don Miguel, ** fell upon iis 
like a fury, but the Rosso bere bestowed upon his cars a 
wback tliat prostrated him. I thought he was dead, but 
I see he is coming to himsclf.** 

From sundry expressions of Don Miguel, Pietraccio 
became oonvinoed that he was in the preiience of him, 
whom he bad in vain sought among the crowd that 
aftemooo. Valentino peroeived that the feUow looked 
at him with a dark eye, and with a mien that betrayed 
treadierous intentions, and was aboat to order him to he 
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thrown to the fish. Bat Don Miguel who, as tho read- 
er will rcmember, had hcard in the prìson of Sani' Or- 
sola the dying worda of the asMi88Ìn's mother, and tlie 
hist injunction that he shouhl scek vongcanee on Cesara 
Borgia, was also satisfied, loolcing ai him bj atealth, that 
he was racditating some desperate blow on his master. 
The villain had attaehod himself to the Duke's aerrioe 
for the sake of his pecuniary interest ; nevertheless, he 
would have rcjoiccd, if without danger of being impli- 
cated, and without the least suspicion on himself, he 
shouid have a chance of making him pay for an old 
offcnce. The rcadcr will easilj understand what feelings 
Don Miguel must have harbored towards the Duke, when 
he is acquainted with the fact that the woman whoee 
doath he had witnesscd in the dungeon under the tower, 
was his own wifc. 

Whcn, aAer tho encountcr with Ettore Fieramoeca, 
Don Miguel had found Pietraccio in his power, he oon- 
ceivcd some general idcas, and almost armnged a plot in 
his mind, to use him as an instrument of vengcance for his 
mother ; but in that hurry of cvcnts that succeeded coch 
otlicr so rnpidly he could not bring his thoughts into any 
definite onlcr ; thus having no set pian as yet formed, he 
only watchcd for any op|iortunity that miglit offcr itsclf, 
and now he tliought that things were taking a tum favor- 
able to his wishc.s. In fact, nf^er he had maile tho last 
rrmnrk to the Duke, there was a moment of silencc, 
whicii affonlod the young man timo enough to attempt a 
dcspcrsite blow. Ile rose from his place, and darting 
by Don Miguel, who only feigned to hold him back, he 
rushcd upon Valentino like an enrngcd beast, wishing to 
tear him to pieces with nails and teeth ; but the Duke 
suitpected tlie man's purpose, and was preparcd to re» 
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cave him ; and Don Miguel had KorctAy cauglit him by 
the >hoiiIderi>, whcn Piclrnecio Teli ut bis feet, picrc:^ 
Uirougb «ai (hrougli bj ilio slìlclto [bo Duke cnrrìiil at 
hi> side, and vbich be bnd uscd witli increclible dex- 
terity. 

The «lUtcfc OD the poit of Piclrnecio, and ihc blowi 
fram the Doke, wcre Ihe work of an inslant } and whcn 
the craw lumed oround Io ece wlicncc t)ic noiui cnme, it 
was ali over; bui then lialling for nti inglant ihcy pci^ 
ceiTcd Vnlcniino njilacing the Btilolto in ìts shcnih, nnd 
puibing the (lill brctilhing body of the murdcrcd youlh 
. with bii fool, nnd commonding tbnt it aliouid bc Ibrown 
Overbc«rd> 

"Tlie wrclchcd fool!" cxclaimcd Don Miguel, prc- 
tending lo he much nlarmcd at the dnngcr bis ina.«lcr bnd 
been in. " Stili no pcnon c&n pcriundc me ihat ibii fcl> 
low was net a difTercnt man front what bc nppcorcd. . . . 
I found bim a few days ago in ihc dungcon of the towcr 
of jOD Monnalcryt tbrown in thurc wìlh bis roother; 
both hod becn cnptunxl by the LuilitTa vriih a band of 
a»>M*ina i the motbcr dicd frum tho wound« sho luul rc- 
oeivcd in tho scuflic, and beforo brcatbing ber laat tìm 
gare to ber son a chain of gold, Iclliug him of a ccrloin 
itoiy connectod with it. . . . 01 yt*, 1 reinembvr it . ■ ■ 
telling him tbat sbo hod reccived it from an innmonOo in 
Pisa. . . . Yes ■ . ■ liold on, Roho, bcfore wc tbrow 
him orer, I irant to see whetbcr be luts it ttill. The gold, 
at leoBl, might bo sparcd frcnn tlio fiali." 

Tbni Mjing, he unbuttwicd tho boy*» jacket, found the 
diaio, and bavìng ukcn it inlo bis band he dùplaycd it 
bcfore the eyet of the Duke, wIh> Itad paid great otten- 
tion to the drcunulancos narraled by Don Miguel. 

Valentina ooukl not maMer hìa feeling» ao far ai to 
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oonceal the sudden emotion prodaced in him by that fiigfaL 
Ile remained for a moment abrorbed in rome serìoua 
thought; and hh banda, which were clasped togetlier, 
bolding the precious jewel hanging from bis nedk, fell 
on bis sides as if bercft of ali power. He resumed Iiis 
seat, repcatìng witb a bu^ky voice the command tbat tiie 
body Rhouid be tbrown into the water. He tumed his 
eyes anothcr way, until the splash of the waters told 
him that his command had been fulfillcd ; a spray from 
that watery grave swept over tlie boat, and over tbe 
mcn in it. Clcnching the chain in bis hands, be threw it 
a grcat distnnce into the bay, and drawing tbe doak 
around his pcrson, he Icaned his head on one band, and 
l)ccnme silont 

Don Miguel feigning respect for the thoughts of tbe 
Duke, withdrew and scatcd himsclf amóng the crew, 
who went on rowing in decp silcnce ; no other noise was 
hcard for the rcst of the passage but the dipping of tbo 
oar-bhulcs, nnd the dripping of the water. Tlie minion 
of Cesare Borgia hnd cnjoycd a revcnge which no other 
man, pcrhaps, in the world cvcr had over the Duke ; it 
awokc in his heart rccollections of his past life, which 
gave rise to some feelings of remorse ; but it was tbo 
remorse which, having no balm with it, is like the despi^r 
of hell. It was the pride of Don Miguel's heart tbat ho 
hnd bccn enablcd to tasto the pleasure of this great re- 
vcnge. 

After this accident, thcy pursucd their joumey until 
thcy reached the shallop, kept in waiting for the Duke, 
and immediately set sail for the shores of Romagna. 

. But we must willingly take leave of this gang of rì« 
balds. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

Thb departare of Ettore Fieramosca and of his 
firiends from the ball, hod been noticcd only by few pcr- 
80118, and did noi therefore interfero with the gaicties of 
the occasion. Fanfulhi led the piazza, whcre he had the 
interview with the Lady Elvira, and with great dispatch 
and dexterìty rcstorod Ettorc'd cloak and cap to thcir 
pkce, whcn he retumcd to roingle in the dance just as if 
Dothing had happcned, chuckling at tlie trick ho had 
phiyed on hÌ8 friend, and dying of the wish to teli it. 
The daughter of Gonzalo kcpt a scarchìng eye ali aroiind 
to dÌ8C0ver Ettore, wondering at liis sudden disappcar- 
ance, and endeavoring to satisfy herself a8 to the cause of 
it 

Thing8 had conti nued thu8 for about an hour, whcn 
Brancaleone and Inigo entered, and inquired from the 
first per8on8 they met where Gonzalo was. They wcro 
directed to a part of the Itali where the Captain was in 
conversation with aome of the French barons. On ap- 
proaching, they drew him one side, and gave him an 
account of what had happened; they well knew timi 
Valentino was in the castle, and tliat he was the cause of 
ali the mischief. Gonzalo's advice was requested how 
they should act. Tìie Captain believed tlie Duke to be 
eapable of that, and even of greater infamie* ; stili he 
•eemed perplexcd ibr an instant ; tlien ho beckoned tliem 
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to follow him, 08 he mored towards hi8 «{Mirtrocnt, and 
fiocing Don Garcin in the company, he bade bim also fbl* 
low. 

Ile dui not wish to acknowlcdge that ilio Duke waa in 
the castlcy lesi he might sccm to vblate hU pledgcd word. 
But then reflccting that he had taken his leave that saina 
day, nnd had made arrangements to depart in the night, 
he thought it vcry strangc that he should have clKMen 
that vcry last moment to commit such a crime. At ali 
eventi, he detcrmined to dear matters himself ; and hav- 
ing callcd for h'ghts, he girded on his sword, and led 
the way through a narrow corrìdor to some private wind- 
ing stains, and unfastcning two ixx>n doon thcy desccnded. 
Therc stili remained anothcr door ; Gonzalo halted, and 
whisi)crcd to his companions to wait for him without 
msiking the Icast noisc, and not to move until called. 
Then opcning the door, he cntered the rooms of the 
Duke, and found thcm dcsertcd, without any light, and 
in the utmost confu.sion ; chairs lying about, a table upset, 
by the bod a lani[) extingui;$hcd, and the oil running on 
the floor ; the adjoining rooms ali empty. Having then 
called bis attendante, and thus remained for a few mo- 
ment undecidcd and deliberating with himself, he said at 
lust : — 

^ Wcrc I to kccp fuith with this ribald, I might en- 
dnngcr the snfcty of the innoccnt. Know ye then, the 
Duke ììtvA lived in thcse rooms for several ùays pasU 
Ile hnd made up bis mind to leave this evening or to- 
morrow ; further I cannot say, bccause I know nothing 
more. We are well ^atisfìed that he is capable of any 
delmucbcry ; porhaps he is the author of even tliis* Act 
tlicn as you think bcst ; pursue him if you choose ; you 
bave my full consent ; and you, Don Gaixùa, givo them 
wluitover aid may be ni»c<le<l.** 
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Inigo thooght ai once that the Duke's vessel might 
perhaps be jet seen from the window ; bui as he could 
iiot see distinctlj through the thick glass, and as il woiild 
have taken too long to unbolt thosc huge frames, he ran 
lo the amali door which opencd over the narrow strip 
of beach, a spot he was well acquainted with, and going 
oat he saw*the small boat, and in it lying a young 
woroan whom he did not know, but who at once he 
tbought might be Ginevra. 

His companions, bcing called to the spot in grcat liaste, 

were at a loss what to tliink, on sceing her fo ahandoned 

and in that miserable plight. With the most gcntle care 

ìhej carried her to a bcd in the Duke's rooms, which was 

arranged bj them in the best waj they knew. Gonzalo 

felt to his heart the wretchcd situation of the femalc, and 

hastened up stairs to pkce her in care of ffome womnn. 

Bat, being yet in utter ignornnce of the circumsttanccs 

of the event, and feeling anxious that it should not thcn 

beoome known, he thought of Vittoria Colonna, on who^e 

well-trìed pnidence he could rely. Ile entered the 

dancing halls, and meeting the dauglitcr of Fubricio, he 

led her quietly to Gincvra's bcd, informìng her on the 

way of what had transpircd, and how needful would her 

oorofbrts be to the unfortunato woman wlio was unknown 

to alL The gcncrous and affectionate hcnrt of Vittoria 

aocepted the trust with zeal and gratitudc. She ap- 

proached the bed of tlie fcmale, and gazed in her face 

(or an in^tant, then arranged the bcd more comfortably, 

placed the pillow so as to afford more relief to her aching 

liead and throbbing temples, and fulfiUed in a jierfect 

manner tlie gentle duties of nurse, corobining as they do 

that mingled sagaci ty and tendemess which is the choice 

talent bestowed by Providence on woman, when she was 

appointed to minisler to the affiicted. 



- ...W.I.- . f _ 



ETTORE FIERAMOSCA. 279 

Ginevra was tben in a state of lothnrgy, into whicli 
«he hnd bcon thrown hy m> miich suffcring and mental 
nnguish ; ^ho could not be callcd nenseleM, nor had she 
the use of ber mind ; sbe offcred not the least resistanoe, 
and allowc<l tbo^ee aronnd ber to move ber armsi or ber 
bcad from one poàition to anotber ; ber cyes were open 
in tbcir naturai way, but tbey wero dui], unmeaning, and 
vaguely rolUng from place to place. Vittoria well knew 
tliat tbì.H state, tbo less violcnt it appeared, was tbo moro 
to be drcaded ; sbe knew tbat tbere was no timo to 
Ic^e, and baving tbcrcfore requestcd tbe men to witli* 
drnw, sbe ordcred some of ber women to bring oordiala 
and spirits, and witb tbem tbey succeeded in bringing 
back a lifc wbicb seemcd to be fast ebbing away. 

The first sign of return ing consciousness was to look 
around witb an cxprcssion of cxtreme terror, and tben 
start up and throw hcrsclf out of ber bcd, in a vain 
attcmpt to run away ; but she was so wcak tbat sbe 
would havo fallen on the floor, had not Vittoria opened 
ber arnis, and witb gcntlc violcncc made ber He down 
agnin. 

" Oh Go«l ! " then saìd Ginevra, " are you also in 
Icaguc with him ? und stili you appear to be a gcntlo- 
womnn. You are young and handsome, and will you not 
bave compnHsion on me ? " 

" Not only that," answered Vittoria, taking Ginevra's 
hand.s and raising thcm to ber lipf>, ^ but wc aro bere, 
and cvcry one of the castle are at your service, to belp 
you and to protcct you ; but cairn yourself for beaven's 
sake ; you bave nothìng to fcar now." 

" Well, then, if it is so," replied Ginevra, again tbrow- 
ing hcr fcet out of the bed, ^ let me go ; let me go." 

Vittoria imagined tbat tbis great desire of being taken 
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Awajr from that place might proccccl from aberration of 
mindy and pcroeiving ber grcat wcakness and tho diange 
in ber featuret, endcavored witb kind wonk to persuade 
ber to bave a little patiencc ; bui tlie liorror she luid fbr 
tbe place bad become a madncM, growing in ita fury tbe 
more it was resisted. Sbc continued to act frantically, 
and cried wbile saying: — 

** Ladj I for tbe love of God, and fbr tbe love of Our 
Blessed Motber, onl j ono favor I a«k : — takc me awuy 
from tliifl bed ; tbrow me into the «ea ; into tbe lire ; — 
bui take me awaj from tbÌ8 bcd. I f»liall not givc you 
mudi tiouble. ... A draugbt of water. • . . I am bum- 
ing ; • • • and Ict me saj a few wordj) to Fra Mariano 
of San Dominioo bere by. • • • Bui lc*t me go from bere. 
• • • Lei me gou • • • 

And saying tlius, sbe again startcd up, meeting no more 
objections from Vittoria, who f>aw it was uscIcdS to olTer 
re«L»tanoc. Witb tlie bcip of tlie attending womcn, sbe 
carried Ginevra up stain, and lodgcd ber in an out-of- 
tbe-way room, wherc Gonzalo luid ordcrcd a coucb to be 
prepared for tbe purpose. Tbcn an sbe woa undresscd, 
and bad entered tlie bed, sbe gave a dcep sigli, and said : 

** Signora I God sees evcry tliing ; and be sees how fcr- 
▼ently my beart prays tbat you may be rcwarded for tbe 
good you are doing to me. O my motlier I Iloly Virgin, 
aooept my tbanks ! And you, my lady, you alone will 
bave tbe merìt of my not dying in despair. • . • Only I 
beseecb you, burry a mesaage to Fra Mariano. • • • 
Teli me wbat time it it? day or nigbt? I know no more 
in wbat world I am*** 

** li it five of tlie clock in tbe night,** answered Vit- 
toria, * and Fra Mariano sball be seni for ; bui tlie frigbt 
you bave bad maket you fear more tban tbcro need bo | 
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cairn yourseir, take ^ome rcst, mj dcar joung woman ; 
hcrc joii are in a «afe place ; I will noi leave jon* • • •'* 

*' Oh, no ! <lo noi leave me ! If you onlj knew what 
comfort those compa^sionating eycsof yours give to mj 
hcart whcn you look at mei Sii down bere on mj 
couch ; there, I have macie room for you ; • • . no, no, 
don't fcar to put me to any inconvcnicnce ; indeed, I ièel 
more comfortable in this position. • . .** Tliua remaining 
for a whilc in a kind of 8tupor, she sliuddcrcd again, and 
apparcntly wandcring, 8he would say : ^ If you knew what 
horror» I To be burìcd alive ; . • . to be smothered under 
a hcap of dead bodies I to ^ee beforc you tliosc cadaver- 
ous faccs, sunk by dcatli and doomed to corruption, star- 
ing at you, and gr . . . grin I • . • Grod I I feci as if I waa 
tlicrc now I . . ." 

And ultering thcsc words, sbe clung to hcr protcctress, 
who vcry justly thinking that it would be usclcss to 
attcmpt to rca.<:on while tho.<«e wandering» of mind con- 
tinuod, prcsscd ber dose to hcr arms, and cndcavorcd to 
80oth and quid hcr. 

** O Mìa Signora ! " Ginevra oontinucd, hiding ber 
head in hcr frìcmd'd bosom, '* I do not know what I am 
saying. I only know I nm talking nonscnse; but I 
bave bccn too vilcly trcated, — too much so I . • • and I 
did not descrvc it ! What had I done to him, that ho 
Fhoiild insiilt me so ?.. . And in yon chapcl I felt suro 
that I would succccd, and reach the place in safety I 
... I prayed so fcrvcntly I ... Ah I but I bave bcen 
a wrctchcd sinncr I . . . more unfortunate than sinful ; 
oh I yes, ya^», — much more unfortunate I Because my 
heart. ... I know it, and I know how I fclt. ..." 

** Yes, dear friend ; ycs, I believe it,** answercd Vitto- 
ria ; '* but onlm yoursclf, and do not my that God Ima 
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abandoned you ; sco. He has seni me to dry jour tcara, 
and flooth your 8uiroring.<i. Sec, I am licro with you ; I 
will not leave you ; and if il bo any sntisfactìon to you, 
fear not, I shall not abandon you. But if, in your mìs- 
fortune, you need help of difTercnt nature ; if punishmcni 
has to be bestowed on any one wlio has insultcd you ; if 
thcre exists some evil that requìrcs rcmedy, let me know 

• • • trust me • • • Fabrìcio Colonna, my fatlier • . • 
Gonzalo ; • • . in a word, ali oiTer tliemsclves to you. • • J* 

** Ah, lilla Signora 1 ** Ginevra replied, ^ the whole 
world, were it to combine together, could not nfford me 
the means of enjoying one moment of happiness ; nor 
could tliey take one drop from the cup of my serro w I 
li is ali over with me bere below. . . • But I thank you I 
oh, I thank you ; bccause you liave nfTordcd me the last 
relicf ; . • . and, thcrefore, do not cali me ungrutcful, 
becau5e I do not teli you my sad ndventnrcs ; it is im- 
pomible ; thcy canno! be told ; and if I do not acccpt 
your oflTeni, . • • may God reward you. . . .'Ile can do 
it! . . • I can only tlinnk you, • . • and kiss tliosc 
blcssed bandi» which will suiii^rt my lica<l in my last 
hour, and will dose my eycs. . • • Plcdgo youraclf that 
you will not Icavo me until I sliall be entircly cold." 

Vittoria wiitlied to drive away tlicse ideas by trying 
to |>ersuade ber that there was no dangcr of dcath, but 
Ginevra would not allow ber to speak. 

^No, no, my lady; it is out of the qucstion ; I know 
to what state I bave been brought ; I know how I feci ; 

• • • do not refuse me this request, angcl of benedio- 
tions! Is it not so? You will not deny it? There, 
you see, I take advantage of yóur good will ; yen cannot 
say that I am either proud or angrateful. • • • Will you 
then promise it to me ? ** 
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** Yea ; ycs, dear ; I promise it to jrou, should there be 
nccd of iu" 

<<01il now I feci moro at cose. Now give orden to 
cali Fra AlarianOi and then it will be over with me in thts 
world. • • • But givo me once more a little water; I feel 
as if I had buming ooals in mj heart • • • CSould yoo 
romovo that light ? it dazslos my oyea. Please to pardon 
80 much trouble; it will not laat long.** 

Vittoria liaving performod these Uule acts of kindneaSy 
8at again on the narrow bed, and in a few mommita» 
Inigo, who liad gone for Fra Mariano, and had roused 
liim, appcared at the door, asking whcther he could 
introduce him ; and Ginevra said : ** Let him oomOi lei 
him come.** 

A monk, of tali person, noble hearing, his pale and 
modcst countcnancc slightly shadcd by Uie hood, then 
entercd the roora, and approachcd the couch, saying: 
^ Jesus Christ he with you, bdy." AU IcA, and he re- 
mained alone witli the sìck. 

It wofl at tlie very fìr^t siglit cvidcnt that ali human 
feclings and worldly pursuitd had bcen long tramplcd 
under foot by that religious man, whose noble prcsenco 
and dignified manners wcrc the index of a noble charity, 
which ÌA the efToct of an npprociation of tlie august and 
divine mission of adminbtering comfort and rolief to 
fcllow-crcaturcs in distress. 

Ilis early life was shroudcd in mystery to the people of 
Barletta, and even of tlie inmatcs of the convent of San 
Dominico ; and although he occupied no place of distino- 
tion in the order, he was surrounded by a halo of rover- 
enee, which wn» the rcsult of his excmplary life, Iiis groat 
lenniing, and of a belief that he was the victim of pene- 
cutioh. There was a roport, tliat when a layman he was 
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one of the first citizcns of Florence, of the party of the 
Piagnoni, which was under the lead of Fra Girolamo 
Savonarohi ; and that when conquercd by the appeals of 
that terrìble preacher, he had given up the world, and re- 
ceived at liis hands the Dominican habìt in San Marco. 
Other more obscure reporta were roixed up with thcso 
fiicts, wliich every one belicved as true, — that, to give him- 
flelf up to God, he had brokcn ties of the heart, — that tlie 
sudden change had been the occasion of great scandal, of 
great anger, and of vcngeance, on the |>art of tlie ncg- 
lected woman, — that through her infiucnce he hnd bcen 
involved in the persecution raiscd agninst Savonarola; 
after the death of the lattcr, he had with great diffìcultj 
Mved himsclf, his supcrìor sending him off in disguise 
and under an aA.su mcd name, to the G)nvcnt of Barletta, 
wherc, on account of its seclusion and out-of-the-way 
situation, he livcd unknown and undisturbcd. 

These were the reports about him. But the keencat 
malevolenoe could not point to the smnllcst blemish in his 
life. The scTcre doctrines of Savonarola Imd found in 
his heart a soil wcll prcparcd to receive the seed, and 
helped by his nature, which wouid sacrifico every thing 
bcfore the aitar of truth, had home the fruits of diarity 
and fervkl seaL 

The whole party of the Piagnoni had become extin- 
guislicd with the last fiicker of the expiring fiames of the ' 
fire on which Savonarola had been oonsumcd. Clem- 
eni VII. had frìghtened into silenoe tliose who were loud 
in tbeir censures on the abuses of tlie Medicean court. 
Fra Mariano, not having been chonen to die for the sake 
of truth, lived happy in his retreat ; he rejoiccd in being 
spared the grief of being an idle witnesa of evils against 
whicli he cóuld noi raise his voice. 
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And hero she narrated how, in approacliing the dtaclel, 
the had M.*cn the clono intcrview betwcen him wliom ithe 
mipp<wcd to be Eltoro and Elvira, tlie sight of which 
OTerwhcImed ber, no that she luul follen scnscless to the 
boctom of the boat, and reoovcred only to find hcrsclf 
in Valentino's room ; and going through ali the particu- 
krs of the cruel insulta and outragcs suffcrcd at the 
bands of the Duke, she burst into tears, wiih fìu of 
convulsions and deitpair, — giving utterance to discon- 
nectcd cxpressions, wjiich manifested too plainly an in- 
dpient aberration of mind. 

The good Friar was touclied to the hcart, and with 
that pnidcnce which the importance of tlie caMS rcquircd, 
employed ali the mcans he could command to cairn ber, 
and only partially succecdcd aAer a long timo, when na- 
ture, being over|K>wered, gave way to a paroxysm, which 
left the miscrable woman a grcat deal more cxhaustccL 

^ Father I " continued Ginevra in a faintcr voice, ** la 
it then possible that God and our Blessed Lady liave 
cuned my rarrow, and rejccted my tears? God*s vcn- 
geance has burst on my head like a tliundcrclap, just 
when I felt I oould hope for mercy • • • tlie punishmcnt 
of my Bina haa already been terrìble • • • but I stili fcar 
a worae one • • • I fcel tluit I shall die unpardoned • • • 
I feel that God has hardened my hcart at these last mo- 
menta • • • I am aoon to depart, but I can neither foi^t 
that man • • . nor pardon that woman • • • Oh, pray 
Ibr me I help me I aa long aa there ia a chance, apeak to 
me worda of hope • • • " 

^ Of hope 7 " anawered the Friar. ^ Do you net know 
that the God who aenda me to you ia the same God who 
parchaaed yoar aalvalkm with hia death on the croaai and 
pledget bla merey to yoo, and pledgea it OTea if you were 
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• 

ladcn with the sins of the whole world, nnleM, howeTor, 
by despairing of pardon, yoa should offer iiuioU lo lue 
love? And what docs he mnk of jou to deserve that par- 
don, and to deserve that crown of glorjr and thai joj 
wliich sliall never end ? He only rcqueets you to love 
hìm as he hos bvcd you ; only to suffer a little for bis 
snkc, as he has fttiiTcTcd, and so much more ibr yours ; 
to forgive those wlio liave ii\jurcd you, just as he has fbr- 
givcn tlio9c who have lavislicd u|K>n him insulta, outmgcs, 
tormcnts and dcatlu Beholdl He ii there in heaven 
wuiting for you, and He is anxious to rcecive you into 
his open arms, to dry your tears, and tum your gricf into 
a Joy that will ncvcr faiL Tlie encmy, who oountcd upon 
you M a sure prey, cannot bear tliat you should eacapo 
from his Imnds ; he is trying evcry way to rceonquer 
you ; he ciidcnvora to take nway from you ali hopes ; but 
he slmll not succced. I, the roinister of God Eternai " -— 
bore he rose to his full height, sprcnding his hands over 
Gincvm wilh solcmn nuthority — •* I swcar to you by His 
holy namc, tlint both your pardon and your eternai salva- 
tion are niready signed in the eternai rccords, if only with 
an act of love you know how to purchase an eternai rc- 
ward. May tlie divine bloo<l of the Son of God descend 
upon your soul like the dcw from heaven ; may it wash 
every stain from it ; may it iK>ur peace and joy into it, 
and may it obtain for you a keen sorrow for having of- 
fendcd Him who shed it for your sake ; may it givo joa 
strength and encrgy to rcpel and contcmn the attacka of 
the cnemy who tliirsts after your ruin.** 

** Oh ! my Fatbcr ! ** rcplicd Ginevra, who was ovcr- 
whelmed with vencration for the wonls she bad just 
heard, ** God speaks through your lips ; then I ean etili 
hope, and I am not forsaken foreverl** 
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^N0| 70U are not, blcsscd soul I on tlie contrary, tho 
more severe tho strugglc is now, the noblcr will your tri- 
umph he. But now that Grod grants you gracc and op- 
portunitj to know your faultìf and apprcciatc his roercìcs, 
tbink not of turning back, but remcmbcr what he says : 
better for thcm not to bave kuown the ways of rìghteoua- 
ness, than to shrìnk afler having known thcm. No man 
puUing Atf kand to the plough and locking back \$fitfor 
the Idngdom of God. You cannot banibh the rccoUcction 
of that man from your heart? Now.scc wherc you liad 
placed your hopes! from whom you cxpcctcd comfort 
and Joy I Sco for whose sakc you bave contcmned tho 
love of your God I For the sake of a man who could 
not even keep a word, however culpablc and profane, 
which ho had plcdged to you ; for the 8{ikc of one who, 
at the first brcath of wind, tumcd from you, without cvcn 
caring for you. Thus docs the world kccp its fnìth ; and 
stili to foUow this world, you contcmn thc'infallible prom- 
ises of the Eternai I And whcn he makcs you awarc of 
tho vanity and folly of your desircs, you almost grow 
angry, instead of bowii^ to the very eartli bcforo such a 
mirade of goudncss I You cannot pardon that woman ? 
and in what has she offcndcd you ? In the first placo, 
she docs not even know you ; then sho Ì9 a frce maidcn, 
and she can entcrtain such thoughts witliout crìminality* 
Oh I you should rather love ber, and rc^pcct the instru- 
ment employed by the band of the Lord to work out 
your salvation ! I am a sinner too, and bave beco such, 
and bave been so unfortunate and foolish as to seek peaco 
of beart in human affection. But God has callcd me ; I 
obeyed the summons at first with bitterness; but then» 
oh 1 what a great reward has God allowed io me for the 
smaQ saorìfice I. Whal a cairn joy io love and be snre 
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in the service of tho Duke of Nemoun,) and teli him tliat 
in mj last hour I bave sought Grod's pardonf and I bcg of 
him ako to pardon me if I hnve offendcd him. Teli him 
that on roy deatli I make oath that mj i»oul is os pure on 
my going out of tliU world as it was when he reeeivcd 
me from my father. Entreat him not to curse my mem- 
017, and to have a mass oiTered for the rcpose of my soul.** 

** Crod bless yon I • • • • Be tranquil ; your wish shall he 
fulfillcd.'* 

^ Another favor I would rcqucst of you," resumed Gin- 
evra ; ** I do not know whether it would be rìght or wroug ; 
but Godf who sees the interior of my soul, knows tlmt 1 
do it from good motives. .... I wish you would incpiirc 
abo aAcr him .... I mcan Ettore Ficramo^M^i, who ìs a 
lancer in the bands of Signor Prospero .... teli him 
that I will pray for him -* tliat I pardon him ... . that 
is • • . . noy say nothing about {mrdon .... aAcr ali, I am 
not perfectly suro . • . • it might bave been some ono else 
who looked hke him .... no, no ... . teli him only to 
take core of bis soul .... that now I know 1k>w we Wf*re 
both aeting wrong .... tliat he must think of a future 
life • • • • that thid vani-nhes away like a mist, and it Ì9 
myself who telU him so, os I feel the rcality of it, and I 
feel • • • • I mean .... I mean to say I wish him true 
bappiness. And teli him alM that if Grod, as I hope, 
will reocive me in bis goodness, I slioll pray for him tliat 
be may gain the day, and the honor of the Italian arma 
be safe in bis bands." 

Fra Mariano gave a sigh and said : ** Tbis also I sliall 
do.- 

The dying woman remained silent for an instant, and 
thought of Zoraisy ber protegie^ witb whom «he had been 
at ▼ariance for the last few days. Sbe entreated the 
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frìar to see her in the Monastery of Sant' Orsola, and to 
carry to hcr a bracclet with hcr parting farewelly request- 
ing Iier to wcar il for hcr sakc She rcoommcndcd the 
l>oor forlom girl to him, that he might fiiid hcr an booor- 
able slieltcr, and abovo ali tliat he would endeaTor to 
mako a Christian of hcr. Thcn she continued : 

** A last charity I bcg of you ; and I am rare you wiU 
I grant it. Have me intcrrcd in the Rubterrancan diapd 

f of Sani' Ori^oltif dn^sed in the habit of the Monastcry* 

It id a grcat oonsolation to me to think that I shall resi 
near the shrìne of Our Lady, who has at last grantod my 
pmyer, and put an end to my miscry." 

**' Ye^^ indced," replicd Fra Mariano, scaroely ablQ to 

control bis tcars, ^I shnll fulfil your wishcs in cTcry 

tliin;r." 

Ilaving said tliis, he wcnt out and callcd Vittoria Co- 
lonna, to whom he ad(lrcs<^cd himself, lest Ginevra, whoe>e 
8trcn;^th was fast failing, shouid be fatigucd by too moch 
speak In;^, and sai<l : 

" La<ly I piease to scc the L:uly Elvira, and bring hcr 
bere ; thìs sufiTcring young woman wishos (o spoak to ber.** 

Vittoria was takcn cntircly by surprise, and hcìsitnted 
for n moment, stili vhe movod away without mnking any 
reply, whcn Ginevra said : ** I boi)c she will paixlon mo 
for this trouble, but tbere is no time to lose." 

It was then after fi ve o'clock, and the dance had bccn 
brought to nn end a few luoments beforo ; the lialls wcre 
bccoming descrted ; the guests wcre descending the stairs 
escorted by the barons of the Spanish army. 

Gronzalo had just partcd with the Duke of Nemours 
and bis knights, who had takcn to their horses, and were 
on their way towards the French camp, preceded bj 
many blaxing torches. 
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The yard was swanning with pcoplo on fuot and oii 
liorwUfick ; ii wos a tumuli tliat rcGchoed ali over tlic 
cabile* Tlio womcu sat on the horses bchind the gcn- 
tlcmcn of tlieir party, after the custom of tliat age, and 
Uiu8 both tlie crowd aiid the noise wero diminishìng, Icav- 
ing the yard in a short time deserted, exoept by a few ser- 
▼anta who crossed to and fro in the performanoe of their 
difierent duties. The o|>ening and closing of doors iniglit 
be hcaid, and lights appearcd and di^appeared in the btd- 
oonj and through the linlU ; and when at last the clock 
stnick tlie liour of «ix, the mcn on guard at the cntnuico 
gate raised the bridge which Icd to the square, and the 
atndent noise of iti» lieavy chains had ccased, a dead 
silcnccy no more intcrrupted tliat niglit, rcigned ali over 
the place. 

By tliis time Vittoria had tnivcr^cd the hall, wlierc the 
menialfl wcrc putting out the lights and aiTnnging the 
fumiturc, and reaclH*d thcs rooms to which the Lady El- 
vira had retircd, and whcrc she wa.4 thcn taking oiT hcr 
jeweL» and ornamenti». 8he found hcr thus employcd, 
and attended by two maids, who, by ber manncrs, did not 
a]>pcar to satlsfy hcr ; she waa flurried, hcr checks vcry 
rcd, and one might judge that «he was far from bcing 
pleasod with the evening. AVhen she 8aw Vittoria, an 
innate scnse, epringing pcrha|M» frum a hidden rcmorM, 
made ber think that ber friend liad come for the ])uqio80 
of speaking to ber on a subjcct which she did not like to 
bear mentioned at that moment. Uenco she oould not 
well conceal a roovemcnt of surprise which betrayed 
some «ligbt impatience. Vittoria perccived it, but seemed 
not to Dotk» it, and with great sweetness rcquestcd ber 
to delay ber retiring to rcst for a few minutes, and to ac- 
compaoy ber to see Ginevra. Sbo was obligod, thcre- 



BTTOBE FIRRAMOSCA. 298 

for^ to give hcr friend a brìef aoooant of bow the djing 
womnnhappened to be in the castle; and Gooalo's 
flnughtcr, whO| with a wild brain, had also a good heart, 
was liappj in granting the request, the more 80 aa che 
saw things taking a better tum than she expccCed. 

Tlicy entered GincTra's room together, and neon were 
at ber bcddide. The beauty of Lady Elvira did noi ap- 
pcar to so much advantage when hcr hair had been 
arrangcd with the grcatcst skill, as it did now whcn it 
was flowing in disorder, waving over Iter ncck and shill- 
ing in long tresses of golden color* Fra Mariano mod- 
cstly ìvithdrcw to one side, and poor Ginevra fclt an 
inward shudder, and gave a sigh, to wliich the eom- 
possion of tlie good frìar^s henrt respondcd. Tlius ro- 
maincd the tlirec womcn in silcnco for a few minutcs, 
wlicn Ginevra, mixing her^If on her elbow, said : 

^ Si^^ora ! you certainly wondcr how I 8lM>u]d bave 
;t darcd to trcs^iass upon you, as I am a stranger to you, 

and you to me ; but cvcry allowanoe is mado to one at 
tliis pnss. Bcforc, howcver, I Fpcak to you more opcnljr, 
I must obtain your leave to do so ; can I address a few 
woiilà to you wiih frccdom ? Wlialevcr answcr you may 
givo me, it will, within a few momcnts, be forover burìed 
in the gmvc ; but may I speak in the presence of tbis 
lady, or do you prefcr Uiat we wcre alone ? " 

^ Oh I " answcrcd the Lady Elvira, ** this is the dca^ 
est friend I bave, and she loves me even more than I 
dcscrvc ; so say whatcver you wish, my dear lady, be- 
cause I am hcre to listen to you." 

^ ir it is so, thcn, and by your leave, I will request you 
to an.swer me only one qucstion." 

But as she carne to this, as it were to summon atrength 
and to Iciul tho wny to the que<tion which she did no( 
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koow liow to put in wonUi 8ho remainod sileni for a mo- 
ment. Tho resolution of imrdoning the one who lind becn 
the occasion of lier despcrate grìef, had bccn made in 
great sineeritj ; bui none will bo found so severe as to 
diarge ber with sin, because the devoted wonmn, at the 
moment she was to become certain tliat her cycs Imd not 
deceived ber, and that the youth at the fcet of tlie Lady 
Elvira was actually Ettore, felt an invinciblc rcluctance to 
obtain this oertainty* Wliere can the heart bo found that 
oould blame ber for nurturing a vague hopo tliat she Iiad 
been deceived, and that Ettore was aAer ali the same as 
«ver? 

However, be that as it may, our opinion is that thoac 
feclings were not entircly overcomc, and hencc arose tlie 
short besitation which cnused that moment of silence* 

Bui at last she spoke rcsolutcly, and with clear, em- 
phatk; words : 

''Teli me, then, and forgive me if I dare to ask so 
much : were you not this evcning on the balcony over 
the sea, about thrce o'ckick, and was it not Ettore Fiera- 
mosca w1k> kneU at your feet ? ** 

This qucf^ion, so pointcd as wcll as anexpcctcd, star- 
tled the two maidcns, but from diffcrcnt causes. The 
cheeks of tho Lady Elvira reddcned like two buming 
coals, and slie oould not utter a word. Ginevra kcpt her 
eyes rìveted upon her, and understood the wliole at once ; 
ber blood curdled in her veins, as she spoke again, bui 
with faltcring voice : 

** Lady I I ani too bold, I know it ; but sce, I am dy- 
ing, and I bcseech you for tliat pardon, whidi we ali Iiope 
in another world ; do not deny me this favor ; answer me : 
was ii you 7 • • • was ii he ? • • • 

The Lady Elvira was bewildered ; she iumed a timid 
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glance to Vittoria, who, rcading in that look the fear of 
ber owQ dcvcrìty, and kuowing that it was not tlicn the 
place or timo to show it, embraced hcr friend, and withoat 
speaking cndcavored to inspire lier with confidence. 

Ginevra felt an incrcasing agony wbile that hesitaUoa 
lusted; sbc outstrctcbcd ber open and trcmbling banda 
to tbe niaidcn, and witb a husky voice, ahnoAt like a 07 
of despai r, sbe added : — 

« Wcll, tbcn ? . . . - 

Tbe Lady Elvira, frigbtened,.drew ck>ser to her friend, 
lowercd ber eyes and said : 

" Ycs . . . we were . . .** 

Tbe face of tbe most unbappy Ginevra underwent a 
cliange, as if it liad become cmadatcd ali at once ; but 
ìvitb grcat cflbrt sbe rose and set up in tbe ImkI, took tho 
Ludy Elvira by tbe band, drew ber nearer, tbrcw both 
ber urms around ber neck, and said : *' May Grod blesa 
you, tben, and makc you bolli happy I ** 

But the last word wos scorccly audible ; and perhapA, 
before it bud been cntii*ely articulated, ber soul had de* 
partod to receive the rewurd of victorics the most arduous, 
we believe, to bc achieved by a woman on carth, and of a 
pardon the most magnanimous that con over be granted 
by a human hcart. 

Ilcr arms, which wcrc cntwincd around Elvira's neck, 
lost thcir power, and fell together with tbe inanimato 
body on the couch. Her countcnonce assumed in one 
inslant the color and the scmblanco of death ; the two 
niuidens pcrcoived il, and gave a picrcing shrìek. Tbe 
friar remaiued brcalhless ; at List, joining bis bands, he 
said : ** That is a hcavenly countenancc." Tbcn tbey ali 
knelt in pniycr, and implored from God eternai resi to 
Uiat soul, which nccdcd it so much. Tbey composed her 
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hands over her bosom, and Fra Mariano^ having cntwincd 
the roeaiy he took from his belt betwecn Iier fingere, 
placed a light al the foot of the bed, and said : Jìeqttteseai 
in pace ; and then Icd the two joung ladies out of that 
aad pbee. Returning to tlie bed, he remained by the 
eorpsei oocupied in prajer during the houra that ro- 
mained unto daylight 



Among the various motives, that Icd Gronzalo to grnnt 
hÌ8 oonsent to the challengcs betwecn the SpanianU and 
tlie Frcnchy and the Italiana and the Frcnch, the most 
important of ali was to gain time for the arrivai oif tlie 
rcinforccrocnts which wcre cxpcctcd from Simin by sca. 
Dcprìvcd as he was of thcro, and too infcrior in strcngth 
to the Frcnch army, ho liad bccn forccd to kccp elodie 
within the walls of Barletta, and had ncvcr bccn uble to 
engagé in any affair of importanco. But during that 
day, in which he had cntcrtaincd the Frcnch barons at 
bia castle, he had rcoeivcd lettera announcing the arrivai 
of Ycasela ladcn with soldicra, which had ala*ady doublod 
the Cape of Reggio, and woald not bo long in kinding 
at BarìcttxL Feeling, thcrefore, that it would be im* 
provident to Ict too mudi time be wastcd in thia way, and 
that it waa of paramount importancc not to damp the 
arder of hia men, who would feci clated by the arrivai 
of new troopa, he contrivcd, in hia converaation with the 
Duke of Nemours and othera of the Frcnch, to prevail 
on tlìcm to appoint a day aa ncar aa posaible. It waa, 
therefore, agroed tliat the pasaagc-at-arma betwecn tlie 
Spaniarda and the Frcnch ahould take place on the day 
after tlie ball, on a apot along tlie aea-:(horo, about half 
a mile out of the gate that leada to Bari ; and tliat the 
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Italians ghould fighi on the third daj. In a place already 
choscn by Brancalcone and Prospero G>lonna9 near the 
villagc of Quaroto, half-way bctwccn Barletta and the 
French camp. 

The cliampions of both parties, having bcen inlbrmed 
by their IcadctrA of the now arrangcmcntiii bc*took thcm* 
sclvcs to gei ready ai once. Thosc of the Freoch who 
wei*e to take |mrt in the field, Icfl the dancing hall beforo 
tlic rcst, and rc|mired to their camp to givo sudi ordera 
ns werc nece^sary for the battio; and the S])aniaink alrio rc- 
tumed to their quarte» to make their prcparationsi and to 
take some rcst beforo daybreak. Inigo and Brancalcone 
licurd the ncwA, whcn, liaving laid Ginevra in the xxx>m 
whence i^lie wouid not go out alive, tliey liad gene to cali 
Fm ]VIariano ; and tljo former, being one of the oombat- 
{ auts, in order to arrangc matterà liad becn obliged to leave 

to bis companion the charge of waiting on Ficramosca, 
and aiding hìm in liis troubles. They presscd each 
othcrs* handM oh they separatcd, and Inigo remarkcd : — 

** I cannot, for the life of me, see how he can fight 
(lay after to-morix)w, whcn he could not kecp on Lia fcet 
thÌ8 evening I " 

Bnuicalcone gavc no answer, but shook bis head, bit 
\ìU lowcr li]s and s]io\vc<l, by bis look, how fully ho felt 
the remark of tlic Spaniard. He then loft, and goin*»* 
to tlie harbor, took a boat, and hastcned to the Monas- 
tery with ali speod, to teli Ettore the resali of hb re- 
searclìcs. 

But bcfore we teli our rcaders in whai stato ho found 
hÌ8 friend, ìvhom he had lofi in such a miserablo plight, 
we are obliged, by anticii)ating the course of events, to 
givo an account of what happened the foltowing day, and 
of the reéuli of the challenge given by tlie Spaniards, 
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The san hnd alrcmly bccn for onc hour nbovc tho 
horìson whcn (he elevcn cliampions of cach sido etooil 
oppo6Ì(e to cadi othor in the lista. Inigo, Azevedo, Corrcnt 
old Sagredo, and Don Garcia do Parcdcs, wcre tho most 
renowned aiSong ilio SiNiniards. Tlie rcst, although of 
mferior note, were ali good soldiers, and skilful horscmen. 
Fedro Navarro had becn appointed by Don Gonzalo 
manshal of tlie day. On tlie Frcnch side, this cliargo 
liad been given to Monseigneur de Pelissey who had 
among his men Bajardi the pride of ali tlie armies of 
tbose dajrs. The battio was for a long timo cqually sue- 
ocssful on both side«. Sagredo at last, had both the rcins 
of his bridle, whidi he held very tight, cut in twain, and 
was carricd at full spccd out of the lists. Thi», bcing 
one of the duinccs forcscen in the laws of toumnmcnt.s 
was considercd a dcfeat, and he to whom it hnppcncd was 
bound to surrcndor. Grood Sngrcdo, pcrceiving tliat the 
borse was near leaping over the bounds markcd ali 
around by huge stoncs, throw himsclf from the liorsc ; 
but, both from tlie diflìculty of the Icap, and from having 
his limbs fttiflcncd by ngc, he fcU on his* knccs ; stili ho 
licld his ground, and bravcly dcfendcd himsclf ngain^t 
two men on liorsebnck. But his sword was sliattered, 
and with no other arma at his dispOi<al, and unable to 
take shcltcr among his comj)ank>ns who wcro at too grcat 
a distance, he was compellcd to surrendcr. Ilowcvcr, ho 
came out with groat honor, was acoompanic<l by shouts 
of acclamations, and groat sympathy was fc*lt for his 
roisfbrtuna The battio continued after this acddcnt, and 
At a timo it scemed that fortune was Icaning towarrl^ tho 
Spanish ; many of the Fronch had thcir horses killed. 
Ilero we must cali the attcniion of our rcaders to tlic 
faci, tliat in spite of the <4d biws of toumaments, it was 
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oftcn customary to agree bcforoluuid Uiat thej might 
wound thcir horscs, for the pnrpose of bctter «howing 
tho addross of Uie combatant«| and ako to givo it the 
better appcarance of true battlc, in wliich aeldom, if 
over, thw courtesy was allowod. After two lioura of hard 
fighting» tlie marahab ordered the heralds to aoond tho 
tnimpots, thus to separato tho bands and grani them 
a brìcf rcfipite. 

Tlie Spaniaids werc ali stili moantod, and of their 
number the only ono misaing was Sagredo. On the 
French side, one had boen mado prisoneri and oa this 
scoro they were equal ; but thcre were sevcn of thoir 
horscs slain on the groand* Bayanli lioweYer, was stili 
in bis saddle. After half an hour of rest, the fighting was 
rcsumcd, and in spite of the eiTorts on the pari of the 
Spaniardsy thcir advcrsarìcs maintained thémsclves, as it 
were, intrcnched behind the dead horses, over which 
thoAC of tho Spaniardfl, no mattcr how sharply spurred 
on, wouid never trample. Thercfore, after mach uacless 
struggling, the Frcnch oiTored to desist, and prodaim 
tlie honors of tho day equal on both sides. 



CHAPTER XVin, 

Thb obstinate defence on the imrt of the French, nnd 
the difficulty of conquering them entirely, cntrenchcd as 
thej were behind the corpftes of thcir stccds, madc tJio 
migorìty of tlie SpanUrds fcel di^poscd jo accept Uio 
propoeaL Bui Diego Garda would noi li^tcn to it ; 
panting with ragc, he shouted with a voice of tliun- 
der to hÌ8 companions, tliat it was a shamo to rctire 
beibre men half conquercd, and that the baule should bo 
earrìed by making thcm fcel that the Spanianls were 
their supcriora, bolh on foot and on horscback ; and hav* 
ing no other arma bcsidcs his sword, wliicli could not 
reàch them, he would utoop down in hin fury, and lifting 
tboAe large stones which niarkcd the bounds, and which 
coukl liave been scnrcclj movcd by a man of onlinary 
Ktrengthy he flung thcm in the roidnt of the oppostito squud. 
But it was not a didlcult task to avoid l>cing 8truck by. 
them ; ao even tliit manoDUvre had no cffccL Nevcrthe- 
lem, the battio was rekindled, and it lastcd until the sun 
was near setting beyond the horixon ; and as the Frcnch 
maintained their position with admirnhle address, it be- 
eame neoessary for both parties to desist The judges 
awarded to both parties tlie honors of the day, rendering 
to the Spaniards the praise of more vak)r, and to the 
French that of more perseverance. The prisoners were 
exehanged ; and. the champkNis of tlie two natkms, op- 
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presDcd with fnligne, panting, and well brnised, Inft the 
lisbs ono band for tbo camp, tlio oihcr for tho town. 

Whcn tlic SponÌBnli ontcrvd the gotes àt Barìctta, i( 
woA noar iiiglil. Tlivy aliglitcd at tbv culle, ami being 
admiUod to tho prvMiiicc of Gonzalo, tbejr gare an account 
or tlic fortunca oT ilic dajr. Tlie great Oipuin «aa 
^rcatly oflcmlcd, and rcpronclicd lliom, becaiue, having 
bcgun m well, lliejr liad not kq>t tlicir adrantoge u> tbe 
ontL Tlio noblo nature of Diego Gnróa ibonB hcre in 
ali iu liutrc. Ho who, cren on tlie baUlo fieU, bad re- 
bukcd tltoM} of hia componions wlio would luive the offiiìr 
incomiilctcdi itero — in tbe prewoco of Conialo- ■ uimIct- 
took lo (Icfc-iid Ihcm boldly, pro(e«ling tliot tliey bad 
iHilinved US bccamc (he true inen tlicy woru, nnd liad at- 
(nincd tbcìr purposc, wbicli H'ori lo moke tbo Frunch 
ocknowkilgo tltat l\w.y wcro cquall; as vnlinnt on liorae- 
back ns ibc formcr booNtcd to be. Bui Gonink) did not 
rccci>~o III» pktk wcU, and cutting the wordi Blwrt with 
tìio rcmark — Por mfjoret ot tmbii yo ed campo,* — h« 
dinniisKud l1icm> 

Wu wìil now ruMnic ilio tliixiad of crcnt«, nairrating 
wbut lin|ip<-ni-<l lo Bmncalvonc on tlic cvenìng bufere, 
aflcr Iic Inni kfl Iiiigo lo go lo Fiununoscn. 

Mnicn lic bindod ni tbo inland of Sant' Oreolo, the 
luiKiciy n'hidi li« bnd fcit lo make n quick pnMogu lind 
Ix.'un K)bu^(^d down liy Ibinking liow ho sliould brcnk ihu 
nuwK of Ginevra'* condition. Slowly ho asccmicd tlie 
(ite|w ubidì lui lo the l«rruco of tbe convent, and liav- 
ing arrangcd hìs idc-ns, he wcnt to tlio etrnngcra' roonw. 
Dui he fbund that the si>eech Ito had prcpared would 
• / «rat y» /or httirr. PntM» traaAuÌM. Ftrd. ami Imk. 
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be of no une. Entcring ilio room, he niw ZoraU silting 
. at tlio head of tho bcd, and bcckoning to him witli 
ber hand to stcp Hghtly, lesi he mìght dii»turb Ettore, 
wbo was in a profound slecp. Ile gontly withdrow while 
the joung wotnan rose, and having glanccd at Fiera- 
mosca, saw that he was stili enjojing a tranquil rest, 
and with a sofl step she followed Brancalcone to ono 
of the ac\joining rooms. 

" Ali right," fiaid Zorais. ** To-morrow Ettore will bo 
as well sks over. But Ginevra, whcro is site? — bave 
you found hcrout?'* 

On hearing the good news nbout FiernmoAca, Bran- 
calcone bcgan to breathe freely, and answercd : — 

** Ginevra is at the castle, in good hands, and jou 
will be able to see ber vcry soon. But teli me, — will 
Ettore tlien be rcally well? Will he be able to Tight? 
We most fight the day afìer to-ntorrow." 

"* Yes, he shaU figliL" 

Tliere was a kind of mysterìoiis cxprciision in the 
manner of Zorais, and Brancalcone fclt bis curiosity 
much excited. He was anxious to bo more partictilarly 
informed in rcgard to the nature of the sickncss of bis 
frìeml ; but she only answercd that he had bccn slightly 
woundcd in tlie ncck, and said nothing of the stiletto 
being poisoned. Ncvcrtlielcss, percciving that the wom* 
an did not givo straighlforward answers, he continucd 
to i^uestwn ber, but could not sucoced in obtaining any 
more precise infonnatkNi. 

'^ There is a fable with os in the cast,** said Z(%m\^ 
with a rooumful sroile, ^ that a lión in the descrt once 
had bis life saved by a mouse* I shall teli you no 
more ; and suflUce it for you to know that within a few 
boum KttoruV acm will be a^* iitrrmg as the ncdc of a 
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wild bull. Tlio only thing to be dono now i« to lot 
him rosi in porfect qiiict; to-mor«t>w ho will awake in 
timo to gct rPAdy for' tho battio. I shall now go Irnck 
to him to ho ready for ony tliing ho may want Trust 
him to me I undcrstand tho art of caring wounds, 
and havo healod some far worso than this.** 
. Brancalcono porcciving tluit there was nothing more 
to bo dono for liis friend, begged of Zoniis that when 
Ettore awokOy Bho would reassuro him in rcgard to 
Ginevra; teli him that the battio was to take pkioe tlio 
day after ; that he should return to the oonvent at mid* 
day, if ho did not see him in the city before tliat hour. 
Ilaving thus nrrangcd mntters, he retumed to Barletta, 
wherc, before going home, he wishcd to go to the castlo 
to know what hnd bccome of Ginevra. But ho foand 
the gate c1a<$ed, and the bridge raiscd ; hcnco ho was 
compelled to wait until the following day. 

At daybreak he hurrìed to tho castle, and mot tho 
elcvcn Spanish champions cmcrging from it, on thcir 
wny to the lìsts, and followed by ali who were freo to 
go, i^o tliat very few had ix*maincd in the castle. Ilo 
n»cendc'd t)ic stair», but mot no pcrson from whom he 
oould obtain any ìnformation. Ile rciichcd the door 
of the roora whcre he had Icft Ginevra the evening be- 
fore, and knocked. Fra Mariano, who Imd spcnt the 
night there, opcned, and taking him into an adjoining 
room, told Brancalcono ali that had happencd. , 

Tlìc sad news grìcvcd and distressed the mind of 
Brnncalconc, bccause tliis direful misfortune foli upon 
bis friend whcn he was the Icast prcpared to bear iu 
and when he stood in nced of bis wliole energy to mcct 
the approaching engagement. He was afrnid lest, being 
ovcroome by hÌ8 grìcf, he miglit not l>o cqiial to a trial 
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fio aniuous anil fio important. He thcrcforo a^cd with 
the frìar, tlmt it wan exi>o<licnt to krcp Gincvra's dcath 
ooncealed from Ettore ali tlmt day ; and that he ìvoiild 
on the niorrow bimself take the chargc of carrying the 
ooqwe to the convcnt, acconling to hcr wishcs whilo 
Ettore would bc engaged in the passagc-at-arms. Thcy 
did not Rpprchcnd much diflìcultjr in keeping the cvcnt 
secret durìng that day, whcn the castlc was almo.st de- 
serted ; and thought necessary to inforni of it only Gon- 
saloy that he miglit grant the ncccssary help to transfer 
the body, and to have the funcral |)crformcil with honor. 

Ab Fieramos^ca must have some cxphination, they 
agreed that Branraleonc should teli him that Ginevra 
was wcll — that tdie conici not sce him that day — that 
fllie only wishcd to reinind him of the honor of ItJily, 
hoping that he would fight with that valor which such a 
cause deser^'cd — and she would pray for him and his 
oompanions. AH this could he said in ali tnith, and it 
was such a mes.«age as to givo him comfort and nervo 
before approaching the battlc. 

Having thus settlcMl thid most important part of the 
affair, Broncalcone wcnt to the «quarc, and having en- 
tered the quarters of the Colonna^ he mct tliem both in 
the yard, where they had a«wmblcd the thirteen Ilalians, 
and niost minutely cxamincHl the armor, the hamci»fi, and 
tlie horses, in order that cvery tliing might be in rcadi* 
nc88 oa the following day, and that every part of tlio 
eqaipmentfl should bo tricd beforehand. 

Brancaleone, who had knowledge of the meeting, had 
seni thither bis attendante, and tliose of Fieramosca, 
with their horses and armor. But their owner was not 
there, and the only answer given to Uie inquirìes was, 
that nobody had seen him. 
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Prospero Colonna hcard the news with amasement» 
which poon clmn^d into anger. Tliereforey when Bran- 
caleone mnde his appearanec, he asked, with grcat 
sevcrity of manncr : — 

^ And where is Fieramosca ; — why does he not eome ? * 

^ Eccellenza I " answered Brancaleone, ** he will be 
here in a few moments. Ilis delnj is not voluntary. • • • 
A suddcn occurrenoe, and of very grave nature ••••'' 

^ What can there be of more importanee than to-mor* 
row's business ? I did not imagine tliat he oould bave 
any othcr aiTair at heart just now.** 

Fanfulla, rememberìng the incidents of the prcvious 
evcning, wislied to givo tlie oonvcrsation a turo that migbt 
alford him an op}K>rtunitj to speak of thcmi and remarkcd 
with a smilc: — 

*' Kh ! he must bave danced too mudi last night, or he 
must bave found some new nail to drive off that old onc ; 
and tbcn of coursc it is not vcry plcasant to riso too 
carly." 

"Ilo !ias found the pingue that may God scnd to tbcc," 
rt'plicid Urancaleonc. " Thou bolìcvcst evcry one as mad 
as thy^clf ? I assuro you, p]ccollonwi, on my honor, he 
wìll bc bere instuntly ; and I will go mysclf to hurry bim 
on." 

Ile thought ibis would bc the best, because, althougb 
assurcd by Zoraìs, bc fearcd lc5t rome new acddcnt liad 
bappcncil. Ile wcnt to the harbor to take anothcr trip 
to the island. Ilaving cntercd a boat, just as he was dip- 
ping the oar, he saw anothcr doubling the mole, and to 
liià grcat Joy bc saw Etcore, who hastcned towards bim, 
and leaping on the shorc, said : — 

•* Whci*e is Ginevra ? is she sick ? what has happened 
to ber ? quick, quick, Ict us go to ber." 
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** Qiiid[, qoick to the Colonnas instead ; thej are 011I7 
waiting fòt you. GineTiti is well, and jou »hall sce ber 
aAcrwards.** 

^ Well, I am glad that the is wcll ; but Ict us go to ber.** 

** But dui not Zorais teli jou tbot tbe battio comes off 
to-morrow?" 

^ Yesy she did ; but now, io God's name, bring me to 
Ginerra • • • * 

" Yoa cannot see ber now, nor to-day either . • • " 

"* And I saj . . . ** 

^ But if you do not listen to me, and givc me a chance 
to speak, we aliali never come to any oonclusion. You 
must thcn know — and ali th» I teli you in hcr own namc, 
not that I bave secn ber, but slie has given orders tluit I 
sbould take this message to you — tliat she Is well, Sig- 
nora Vittoria has taken care of ber, looks to hcr comfort, 
and has rendered to lier those affectionate scrviccs which 
ber case needed, so that she wants notliing. She 
wisbes you not to think of anything else to-day, nnd not 
to tee ber; — that you should kevp yoursclf cairn, figlit to- 
morrow as it beoomes you, not forget the honor of Italy, 
and bear in mind ali that you bave so ofìen 8]K>ken to- 
getber on this subject ; and she will pray to God for your 
Tictory . . . •* 

** But, oh I wby can I not see ber ? • • • I fear thcre is 
something wrong in tliis matter." 

^ And I say to you that tbcrc is nothing wrong; if I 
wished to teli you how the tumult of yc.«(cnlay cndf*d, I 
eould not,because I don't know it myself ; bui in hcAven's 
Dame let this he enough for the prc5ent, to know tliat fhe 
is safe; we shall bave leisuro to know ali the rest after 
the battio, and we bave no timo now to tliink of any thing 
else. Let us go: Signor Prospero and tlie rest are wait* 



ETTORE FIEBAHOSGA. 807 

ing for 08 ; thcj haye been asking of you, and Mme of 
tliem are amazed at jour conduci, Uiat yoa should noi 
be with tlicm at this hour. Como, liavo courage I You 
havo always bcen a man I and it U reali/ shameful lo 
trample now under foot the lionor and fame of the great 
eoldicr jou have alwajs maintaincd.** 

^ Let US go, ycs, let us gOi" Ficramoaca replied with a 
Blight show of imiiaticnce ; " I am not a horae that nceds 
so much spurring. I only requested jou io let me see ber 
for one instant ; will this* make the world crumble to 
atoms ? " 

*^ The world will not come to a crash • • • but can*t 
you understand that thej are ali there, on parade, and 
that you aro the only one wanted • • • what muti thoj 
think of this ? - 

^ WcU thcn,''rejoined Ficramosca, hasteninghis steps,— 
thcy Imd mode little headway during the above dialogue, 
as one wanted to go to the castle, while the othcr endeav- 
orcd to drag him to the Colonnas, — ^ wcll, let us go, you 
spokc truly . . • duty and honor before every thing else.** 
And as they wcre Iiurrying along, Brancalcone ad- 
drcdscd him the foUowing qucstions : — 

''Wcll thcn, by the by, how dast thou feci? — the 
wound? . . . •* 

^Ohl it is nothing • • . I will teli thee ali by and 
by • • . I have no timo now • • . What deviltry 1 and 
that poor Zorais 1 shc would not teli me any thing ; but I 
know it ali • • • I could judge from the great suiTerìngs 
I had . • • Tlie stiletto must have been poisoned • • • 
I hopc she has not suckcd the wound • • • and perilled 
ber heultii, i>erhaps ber life • • • but alas I I fear it will 
be the case • • • But I was so much bewildcred that I 
cannot rcmember whether it was a fact or a dream I went 
througìi." 
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• But after ali, you are well now ?...•* 

^ Ab if I had ncver been sick." 

And raying this they had cntcrcd tlie yard, and ntood 
before Prospero Colonna, wlio, after a few romarkn ubout 
Ficramo9ca's delay, proceeded in the inspection in which 
he was engnged. 

The cxamination was so minute that it lasted ftcveral 
hours. Thcy trìcd the horses as to thcir strength ; thcy 
tried the armor with lance, bnttle-axc, and swonL The 
ofTcnsive weapons were wiclded upon wood and iron; 
the least ilaw or ^training would condcmn th(*m ; nnd the 
lesa perfcct wcro rejectcd. AIx)ut mid-day, wlicn ali 
retumed to thcir lodgings, only Ettore was dctnincd 
under prctence of arranging some particulars rcgai*ding 
the challcngc, but in fact for the purpo:«c of not nilowing 
him any time to follow bis own inclinations. Branca- 
Icone liad drawn Signor Prospero asidc, acquaìntcd liim 
with what had happcncd, and rcquestcd him to arrango 
matterà se that Fieramofca should he kcpt busy the wholo 
day, and it was donc accordingly. At night, when thcre 
ooiild be no rcasonable prctcxt for dctuìning him, he was 
dismi^sed, and Brancalcone accompanicd liim home, talk* 
ing ali the time about the profa<sion of arms, and how 
thcy should act the following day with the encmy ; and so 
well did he succccd in cngnging the attcntion of bis friend, 
that the lattcr had no chance of allowing hi.^ imagination 
to wandcr after the object towards which bis hcart was 
so irresistibly drawn. As thcy travcr:(ed the squarc, 
they met the band of the Spanish champions rctuming 
from the Itsts, and stopping to greci thcm and to bear the 
result of the battle, they tarricd so long that it was bue 
in the night when they wcnt home. 

"* These diabla of Frenchmen bave tough skins," 
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rcmarkcd Ettoroi io taking Icave of his friond; ''iind 
tho SpaniardB Imvo gol mcat for Uietr tccth.'' 

««So mudi tlie bcUer,'' onswercil Bnmcaleono; ^wc 
will have to do wiili mon ; it ìb not for notkbg that wo 
follow to tho Colonna banner. For roy parti I hopo 
m do tho work of two to-morrow. Just imagino what 
tliosc ribaldi) of the Orsini would say, should we bo beat- 
en I That grcat poltroon of tlio Count of Pitigliono I 
would he not cnjoj it 1 • • • but tliis time, I trusti he will 
noi Imvc tliis pluiuture.'* 

^No, noP Ficnunosca rcplied; ''and porìiaps «omo 
of tlieso Frcnchincn will regrot tliat thcy have ever 
tas«tcd the fign of Puglia. Well I Ict us go to rosi now, 
and on tlie morrow we will show that if tlio wrctcbed 
Italiana aro inccssantly outragcd, it is bccausc nn ac- 
cursed fate wcìghs ujK>n thcm ; but after ali, take man to 
man, we fc*xir ncithcr thcm nor tlie world. Goodby, 
Brancalconc. I know what tliou wishcst to say,** ho 
addcd with a smilc; ^^feur not— >un(il to-morrow evening 
I sitali tliink of notliuig cUc but of tho business we Imvo 
on hand ; and I swear to thee tliat my blood is a grcat 
deal more hot to-day tlian when the challcnge was ao- 
ccpted ; und I trust that ncithcr Italy nor you will bave 
occ:isjon to be a.shnmed of me." 

** I am quite sure of that," answcrcd Brancaleone. 
** To-morrow." 

** To-morrow," replicd Ficramosca, presenting his hand, 
and thcy ]»artcd. 

Ficramosca wontcd to have a look at the stable befbro 
he wcnt up to bis quarters ; and having entcrcd it, he 
begnn to caress his good battio borse with that affection, 
and I migli t say fricndship, whicli every soldier feels for 
the comiMUiiou of his labors and of his dangers. He 
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solUjr pattcd his neck and liis shoulden ; and ilio noble 
ateed drawing hw cara back, sbook bis bcad, and in bis 
play feigncd to bito bis ma^tter. 

** My poor Airone, cut away, and Itave good cbccr 
as k>ng as tbere is a cbancc; it is noi suro thou sbalt 
e^joy tbÌ9 stali to-morrow cvc • • • For any otbcr 
business I would take Boccanera, and I would not risk 
tby skin ; bui to-morrow I really need to bc8tride iliee. 
I am sure, tbou wilt not 1o:K3 thy footing ; I know that. 
And tben," be addcd witb a Inugli, and taking tlio inoutli 
of tlio borse bctween bis band-s ^ tbou ali^o art an Italian, 
and tbou alào must necds carry tby crosK.** 

Having tlicn examined evcry tbing, and being satisiied 
tbat ali was riglit, ^'Masuccio," be said, calling on bis 
squire, ''give bim water nt four o*clock, and tlien as 
many oats as be can eat ; come up to arm me at fi ve*" 

Tbese orders being given, be wcnt up stsiirn; aAcr 
a few minutes tbe ligbt wns put out, and be found liim- 
self in bed witb tbe firm reM>lution of going to nlccp and 
rest. At first be fclt ns if be migbt canily slcep ; but 
first one tbougbt prcMcntcd itsclf to bis mind, tbcn an- 
otber, and anotber, and be bad been alrcady lying for 
several boura witbout doping an eye for one moment. 
After tbe words of Bruncaleone, be liad mudo bis mind 
easy in regard to tbe case of Ginevra ; but tlie case now 
presented itself eoTeloped in darkness and suspidon ; a 
swarm of indistinct fears crowded around bis liearL ** It 
must be a very. strange mystery tltat I must not know it 
until to-morrow I would Brancaleone deceivc me ? " 

Once be felt an impulse in bis bcart evcn to curse tbe 
challenge ; but tbe tbougbt was driven away witb bigh 
disdain, evcn before it bad been balf formed. 

**0b, for sbamel sbamel" be exclaimed, sitting up 
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in bis bod; "how could I harbor 8uch boseneas in my 
beftrt I • • • I am not the man I once waik What 
wouid Ginevra sny were sbe to know liow sadlj cliangcd 
I am, and bow cold I bave grown towards tbose deeds 
wbicb formcrljr would liave set tbe very bkxxl of mj 
veind on fin».** 

Tbcse tboiights pas9Ìng tbrough bis mind mado him 
ongiy witb bimsclf, m> much so thnt rìsing in a fuiy, he 
drci<8od bimseir, and lefl the bcd, which affbrding no slccp 
bad become irksomc* Ile went oiit on tbe tcrraee, and 
seatcd bimself on tbe b'ttle stony guard in wbiclì be was 
80 ofìcn wont to sit, under tlie (mlm tree, resolvcd tliere 
to nimuin waìting for the bi*eak of day, which was now 
faitt a|)proacbing. • 

The rooon, pide and crcsccnt, was mirrored in the cairn 
water*. At aliout fivc hundrcd yanls on die lefV, the 
Rock arose, (K^sircely visible at tliut hour, and appcarcd 
j likc a huge dark Iieap of stone^, the merlons alone bcing 

discemible over the towers against the heavens. Kttore's 
eye was rìveted on tho^se wnlls, and bis heart throbbed, 
thinking of ber who was kopt within them ; and he imag- 
incd he hcord from time to time a distant murmur liko 
the alternate rcading of psalnifl. But the sound carne 
from so far, that he could not distinctly understand ita 
nature and meaning. Through a window, which being 
open on a side of the castle he could only sce obliqucly, 
a light appcared buiiìing the whole night. Ilo would 
fain bave given bis blood not to see that lamp any more, 
and he tumed bis eyes anothcr way, saying, — ** I am 
very silly to torture my mind with such imaginations ; ** 
but the eyes would rcvcrt to the window in spite of him- 
self, and there stood that light stili buming. 

Very oflen does man deal with bimself in bad faith. 
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when ho 18 a proy to harassing misgìvingg. This was 
tho caso witli Ettore Ho cndeaTored to persuado him* 
8elf of wliat hU mind would bj no means belicve, tliat 
ali wa« rìglit with Ginevra, — tbat nothing evil liad hap- 
pened to ber, and tbat tlie mystery wbicb be could not 
but obscrve in tbe circuiostanoes, was only a foncy of 
bis, and Uie cfiect of a diseasod imagination. And if bo 
essayed ali tliis roental labor to dcccive bimself, be did so 
becauso be knew tliat be could not concentrate ali tbe 
cnergies of bis mind upon tlio subject of tlie fortbooming 
battlcy exccpt by assuming tbe probability if not tbe ccr- 
tainty of tbat wbicb bis calmcr reason reprcscnted to bo 
a mere illusion. 

" Oli I ycsy ye:if** be would say to bimself witli a slmk* 
ing of the bcad, and passing bis band over bis brow and 
bair, as if to drive away tbe tbougbts wbicb wcre crowd- 
ing u|H>n bis mind ; " let us take care of our bonor before 
cvery tbing else • • • and to-morrow, perliaj)», by tbis 
timo I shall bave said to ber, Ginevra^ we have won tìie 
botile ;**••• tben, as a ncw tbouglit arose in bis mind, 
^ perbaps sbe will bave sc<!n me carried into Burletta on 
a bier, and remarkcd, Poor Ettore^ thou hast done thy 
bui / • • • And if it sbould liappen so ? tben 1 sball liavo 
died liko a good man and tnie. Sbe will wccp over mo ; 
but sbe could never bear tbat I sliould live at tbe price 
of oowardice ; aye, sbe would feci proud in saying, im 
wer$ friendM frwH ddldjiood • • • truol • • • buttlien sbo 
will live alone, witbout friends ; and slic does not even 
know tliat ber busband is living in the French camp • • • 
but if sbe knew it, bow oould sbe prescnt bcrsclf aAer so 
kmg a timo ? ^ 

Ettore bad formed in bis mind, and pnrtly carried out, 
the resoltttkm of recommending ber to Brancaleone ; bai 



ETTORE nERAMOSCA. 813 

thcn Uiinking that he might also fall in the lista, he rc- 
fiolved to writo a Ictter to Prospero Colonna, with direo 
tions that the little propertj he had in Oapua» vis : a 
house and a amali farm, together with his horses, their 
cquipmcnts, amounting to several thousand ducats, should 
be gtvcn to l^Iaria Ginevra Rossi, of Monreale. He re- 
lightcd the lamp, and in a few moments the letter was 
writtcn. Then he thought to enclose therein one for 
Ginevra, as if to take Icave, and to reeooimend to ber 
care the Saracen maiden, to whom he felt grateful for so 
many rcasons ; and as it was the hour of cockcrowing^ 
and the rocn werc already stirring in the stable, having 
vcry little time, he only wroto the^e few linea : — 

^ Ginevra, — I am on the moment of mounting my 
borse ; and I cannot say that I shall alight from it at 
night alivc. If it lius becn otlierwise dctermined in 
hcuven, I am su re tliat after having bedtowcd a tear on 
him who, from childhood, has bccn thy faithful friend and 
servant, tliou wilt rejoicc that I bave mot a dcath, than 
which none can bo imagincd cithcr more glorìous or more 
enviablc. Enjoy, for my sakc, the little property that 
belongs to me ; tbou knowest that I am frcc, and without 
ncar kindrcd. I only requcst thee, and I need not waste 
many words on it, to bcfrìcnd my servant Masuocio, wbo, 
from the day be was woundcd on the sbouldèr at Olfanto, 
cannot bclp bimself mucb ; and without some help from 
thce, he might bo reduccd to beg bis way through life ; 
which would be a poor honor to my memory. One thing 
more. Thy busband is alive, and serves in the army of 
the Duke of Nemours. I bave no more time* I bear 
tbcm stirring at the Colonna-quarters. God guard thee 
in his keeping. I recommend Zoraia also to thee. 

14 •* Ettore." 
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And, in fieurt, the trumpcter was heard making those 
floarìflliefly short and broken, which are the usuai prelude 
bcfore sounding the rcvcille. A ccrtain swclling noisei 
and a subdued bustling issuing fit>m tlie ground-rooms of 
£ttore*s and the ac|joiuing houses, voiccs undùtinguished, 
and the tread of mcn and horsca over tlie pavement, phiinly 
announced that both the actors and the spcctators of the 
forthcoming passage-at-arms were bestirring thcmsclycA. 
The skieSy however, had not jet givcn any sign of break 
,of day; ou the contrary, a dingy mist concealcd the 
stara, and rendercd the atmosphero very heavy. 

Fieramosca perceived the appearunce of the bky as he 
was on the moment of sealing tlie two lettera which he 
had wrìtten before the open window, out of which he saw 
tlie ftlanting light from bis lamp illuminating tliat |>ortion 
of the atmosphere it struck upon. The gluomy ujipcar- 
ance of the wcathcr increoscd that siidiiess whicli Imd 
already taken posscssion of bis hcart ; and what bctwec^n 
the bats, which, attractcd by the light, flcd with swifl and 
tremulous wings to and fro bcfore bis window, and the 
watches on the towcrs calling in rooumful toncs the 
hour for change of guarda, tlie naturai melancholy of 
the hour was incrcased,. and the dcvotcd youth felt for a 
moment opprcsaed by it« But the hcavy and sounding 
tread of two men, who, having aacended tlie stepe, were 
enterìng bis voom, made bim lift bis oountenanoe and put 
on a cheerful and bold look, so that tliey might not notioe 
the aetual state of bis feelinga. 

Brancaleone, encased in bis armor except bis head, 
was followed by Maauocio who carried Fieramosca's 
armor. The beli from San Dominico's stocple tolled the 
hour of maaa, at which the combatauts were to assist 
before departing for the lists. 
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^ Put Olì thj arrnsy Ettore, becanse thej will be «11 in 
the church in a few momontA»'' wim Brancaleoae^s greet* 
ing ; and sulting the action to the words, with the bolp 
of MasuGcio, ho had in a few momonts coverod his frioid 
witlà the pcrfoct and shming armor which he uaed to 
wcar on occasiona of grcat solcmnity. It was from the 
liands of ono of the most skilful workmen of Milan ; it 
fitted tlie wdl formcd pcnon of tlie kniglit, and it had 
bccn 80 ftkilfulljr put togcthcr at the jointa, tliat it dis- 
phiycd, without the least altcration, the graccful fcaturea 
of the bodj, alk>wing him at the snme tinie the free and 
easy motìon of his iimbs. As ho had completcd arming 
himself, and had girdcd the swoxd on his Icfl, and tlie 
dagger on tlie right, thcy both went down stairs, followed 
by tlieir mcuials who carrìcd helmcts and bucklcrs, aud 
Icd ihu iior80.s. Tlicy entcrcd San Domlnico^ where, in a 
few niiiiutcs, tlio twelvc champions, with Prospero Co- 
lonna ut thoir head, orrivcd, surroundcd by a tiirong of 
pco[)lc. 

Tlic forni of the church was quadrangular ; there were 
thrce navcs, scparatcd by columns on whidi groincd 
archcs wcrc poised. Ncar the chance! two latcral 
cxtcnsions gave it the appcaranoe of a cross. A<y 
cording to the ancient stylc, the stalìs for the monks 
were in two rangcs on cach side and in front of the aitar, 
and were carved in wood, hìghly omamented with foliage 
and fretwork, which, from old age, had acquired a shin- 
ing and darkish huc. In tlie centro of the choir was set 
a long kneeling bendi, fitted up for thirteen occupants, 
and on it knclt die Italian mcn-at-arms. The light of 
day was incixiasing, but it was not as yct so light as to 
make its way tlirough the thick stained glass which filled 
the narrow Gothic Windows ; hcnce the nudn body of the 
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church was alinosi entircly envclopcd in dorkncsfii and the 
reddUh light8 from tlie aitar only faintly glcamcd over the 
breast plates of the warrìoro, Icaving every other figura 
almoei inviéible. Prospero Colonna, sheathcd in his 
arroor, stood a little in advancc of the rcst, and had at 
bis feet, to knecl upon, a cushion of rcd vclvet on ìi'hich 
a column bad been riclily cmbroidcred in silver, and had 
been carried by two pages, who stood at a little distante 
from him. Mass was commenced, and Fra Mariano was 
officiating. Any heart that was capable of gcnerous and 
magnanimous feelings, could noi rcmain untouched at the 
aight of those valiant and bold Italian young warriors, 
who bent theu* brows, furrowed by fatigue and the sword, 
before the God of armics, besccching of Ilim to gnint to 
tbeir weapons virtue and strcngth to conquer those who 
wished to drag in the mire the Italian name. 

Their hearing exprcssed the religious feclings-swclling 
in their hearts, albeit the Constant practise of military 
driU gave them even then a look of boldncss. On the 
left band, at the extrcroe end of the bench, stood Fiera- 
mosca, upright, motionless, with bis arms crossed on bis 
breast The door of the vestry opened before him ; and 
the senrants of the church, who wero passing to and 
fix> on errands of tlicir oilìce, might bave easily an- 
noyed him in bis prayers; but a scene was enactcd 
within the sacristy, and a oonTorsation carried on, whicb 
oould noi bui deepiy affeci a mind mesi sadly pre- 
oocupied. * 

A man, dressed in a long robe of dark color, stood in 
the midst of the Tcstry addrcssing a brotber of the order 
of San Dominico» and requesting him : — 

^ Which one musi I gei ready; thai (or the poor, or 
tbe one used (or the quality ? ^ 
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^ Of ooonot tho best,** answorod tho Dommican ; ^ joa 
know that ii is Signor Conialo who pajs the oxpenaea." 

The servant moTed awaj; Fieramosca lo»t sight of 
him, but heard his footstcps as he enteied what teemed 
to bc a doset ; then silence reigned for a few minatea ; 
thcn again he hcard the ramo footfftepa ooming back, and 
Bomcthing dragging on the 8tone iloor. The sanie man 
reappearcd, drawing after him, and leavung in the midat 
of the sacristj a bhick bier omamcntcd with galkxwa of 
ailvcr, over which he threw a huge pali of black velvet. 
Wlien the undertaker had prepared eroxy thing, he went 
away, and there stood tlie bier in the centro of tho room. 

Fieramosca nevcr had any idea for whom that diunal 
article was destincd, and if the suspidon had enterod hia 
mind, ho would have banishcd it as a foolish thought; atiQ 
he oould net take his eyea from it during tho whole ser- 
vice. Ilis thoughts werc naturally beni on tho probabil* 
ity that it might be the lost day of his life, and he tumed 
his hcart with renewed ferver to beg pardon of the Lord 
for tlio sins of his lifc. He passed under review the 
wholo Icngth of timo from the night he had rescued Gi- 
nevra in Santa Cecilia ; and ho felt reproachcd only be- 
cause he had not told ber that Graiano was alive. How- 
ever of this sin, as well as of ali others, he had been 
shrivcn tho night previous. He felt grcat case and calm- 
ness ili his hcart, and he felt that he could meet death 
wiiliout fear. 

When mass was over, the thirtcen followed Prospero 
Colonna to his quartcrs, whcre they sat down to break- 
fast. 

One of the oonditions swom to by tlio Frcnch as well 
as by the Italian party was, that any man-at-arms who, 
being made a prisoncr, did not wish to fbllow hit con- 
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queror* might be ransomed with arms and horsc, bj the 
dbbunement of a hundrod ducats* Evcry one of the 
Italian cliampions deposited tlie suoi in the hands of Sig- 
nor Prospero; and the thirteen hundred ducats wcro 
placed on the sumpter mules, whicli wero sent in advance 
io the field with refreshments and equipage that might 
be wanted. 

Breakfast being over, the champions went to the cita* 
del, where the great Captian was waiting for tlicm in the 
dancing halL They took leave of him with few words 
and a serene coontenance. And he dismisscd them, in- 
TÌting them to be at supper with him, rcmarking that he 
wouid bave the tables ready for twenty-six persons, so 
that if the French should bave forgotten to carry with 
them the ransom price, they should not be obliged to 
go to bed with empty stomachs. 

Then they desccndcd into Uie yard, where the horses 
were held in readiness by their attendants, and, two 
abreast, began their march, the band prcceding them, 
and foUowed by their frionds and a crowd of idle specta- 
tors. 



CHAPTER XIX- 

At an cqual distancc from Barletta and the Frcndi 
camp, tlìc land slopcs gcntljr from the foot of the hills 
down to a levcl bottom of about one thousand feet square, 
fiurroundcd by swclling mounds, roost probablj of aHuTial 
formatìon. The ground is formed of amali gravel and 
silicious sand, entircly free from wecds and sbrubs, and 
affordd a solid and sure trcad to the horse's foot. Such 
wns the place choscn for the combat. On the day prcvi- 
ous, mcn had been dispatchcd thcre to level tlie incquali- 
ties of the surface. The bounds wcre set by a trench 
and largo stoncs placcd ali around. On the brow of a 
bill which commanded a vìcw of the place, under tlio 
shndc of immense holms, the stand for the judgea was 
ercctcd, with llags whitc and vermilion hanging from tho 
branchcs. Twcnty-six Innccs with the shields of the mcn- 
at-arms of t!ie two nations, and thcir names postcd oa 
placardd with largo Ictters, wcre placcd in front of this tri- 
bunal. C'irìosity had drawn togeihcr an immense throng 
of Signorotti and peasants from towns and yillages ali 
around, and every high place in the environs was takcn 
posscssion of long bcfore sunrise. Spectators of any noto 
above the resi sat with old folka and womcn on tlie green 
sward ; boys, poor pcoplc, and urchins had climbcd on the 
tops of trees, and thcir faces and garments were 8txx)ng1y 
oontrastcd with the green foliage amidst which they were 



■^««■iWwaViPP" 



320 ETTORE HEBAMOSCA. 

perdied. It was a beautiful 8ight especiallj for thoso 

whoy 8ituatcd ai one end of tlie cain[>, had tlie inland be- 

bind them, and looked over the basin of the harbor — 

Buch a neh rural scene, enlivencd by 8uch a crowd with 

80 much 8tir and lifo I — On the right the nuyestic clumps 

of oaks, the dark bue of their leaves sliading with the 

lÌTelj and gaj green of smaller wood; — on a plain 

far beyond the foresi stood the town of Quamto, of which 

onìy the gates were visiblc as thcy were guarded by a 

tower built on the projccUon of rocks, at tlic foot of which 

the road is winding in its oourse ; — in the centro of tlie 

field and beyond the Adriatic shorc the city nnd castle of 

Barletta, and the colorcd forms of the buildings standing 

in bold relief over the blue tini of the watcrs, — farther 

away stili the bridge and island of Sant' Orsola, and the 

peaks of Gargano, bounded by the line of the horiron ; -— 

then at the lefl the hills gently rising to a great hcight,— • 

and opposito to tlie judges' stand, on an uneven ground, 

carpeted with fresh grass, dumps of gigantic onks, oov* 

ered with ivy, and in the full vigor of a luxuriant growtii. 

A fog that liad been lowering during the night was 

chased away by tlie dawn, and floated in the upper re- 

gions of the atmosphere in doudd of fantastic appearancc, 

reflecting already the golden rays of the rining sun. 

Broad strcaks of moro dense fog stili remained gracefully 

poised over the ploins, like so many beds of the whitcst 

down, and surmounted bere and thcre by clumps of 

taller trees and hill-tops* An orango tint was difiused 

fitMD the solar disk not yet emei^gcd from tlie ^ea, stilling 

the terrestrìal objects in sileni quietude, as thcy wcro 

illumined only by the reflection of the atmosphere. Tlie 

•peetator^s eye was drawn alroosi unoonsciou^ly toward 

the place of the-rising tun. Ou the fartbesi limii of the 
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SCO, a spark of the most brìlliant ligbt secmod to be 
ignited ; it .ìncreascd, it look a dctcnnincd fomUi and Uie 
sun in iu majcKtjr likc a globe of (ire arose, expanding iu 
rnys, giving sliape and color to the objects, and doabled 
by reflcction from the watcrs. 

A squud of soldicn on foot, placed bere at a vexy 
oai'ly hour, kcpt the ground frce from tlic pcoplo wbo 
liod gntliercd in groups ali around, and wcrc crowding 
more dcnsdy in tlie neighborbood wliero Tcnders of 
rcfrcshments and wine bad pitcbc<l tbcir tcnts and pUiood 
scaU and tablcs. Among the rcst tlio rcadcr migbt 
rccogiiizc Vcnom, the kcc))er of the tavcm of Tlio Sun, 
wbo liad already fìxcd bis ambulatory C8tabli.<»]imcnt in 
onc of tlic most oonspicuous spots, under a tcmporarj 
arlK)r, (o wliicli mnny of the soldicrs, bis rcgular custom- 
crs, Iiad nh'cndy rcsorted. He bad two or tbree lai^ 
frying-pans, bcatcd on portablc iron stovcA ; a tablc rondo 
of roiigh board.s joincd togctlicr, and supportcd bj short 
polcs drivcn in tbc ground wbicb stood in the pbux) 
of legs wos crowdcd witli bugo buskets filled with fisb, 
nrtichokcs, nnd evezy kind of vcgctublc Tbero be was, 
with two aprons nnd a whitc cap, ali frcsh from tho 
Inundry, with bis sliirt slccves tuckod up to tlìo sbouldcr, 
holding under bis lofi arm a long-banded pipkin, filled 
with flour, for the purpose of frying, and in onc band a 
phitc wiih niw fishy in the otbcr the pinchcrs to tako 
bold of it. Ile was ali in a bustlo to preparo tbat disb 
so mucb liked by the southern pcoplo of Italy. Ho 
nevcr 8topped the jabber of bis tongue. Ho laugbed, 
put and answered questiona, ali in one brcatb ; and only 
now and then he broke the conversation eitber to sing 
La Beila Franceschina, or to balloo at the top of hia 
▼oice : " 1 wliat sardincs I — Wbat sardines 101 — 

14* 
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The moUeU are alive I — Have you no cycs, or luivo 
700 DO money I " and iho like urging appcald, which 
were heard al lialf a roile'8 distancc Ai last, a noisc 
from those who were more clevatcd made ali licads look 
in tbat directk>n9 and the news passed around that the 
French champions were in sight. In a few minutes they 
appeared on a tum of the road, which Icd from behind 
a hilK They soon rcachcd the cnclosure, and cntering 
the lista, arranged tliemsclvcs in a file on the superior 
part of the camp, with thcir faces tumcd towards the 
aea. The warrìors, and some one hundrcd conipanions 
and frìends who had joincd the train, dismounted, Icaving 
the herpes with their squircs and grooms. Thon they 
wcnt up to the judgcs' stand, and loitcrcd away under 
the holms, waiting for the arrivai of the Italiana. Tlicse 
were heralded by a whirlwind of dust which an>se on 
the road from Barletta, from the midst of which, how- 
erer, the flash of tlieir arma could be scen. Indccd, it 
was Dot tlieir intention to keep their antagonista long wait- 
ing. Tlie crowda which up to thia timo had been roam- 
ing about began to draw near the palisadc, contcnding 
for the most advanced placca, although the soldicra on 
guard fbrced tlie awelling crowd back, with auch persua- 
sive argumenta aa on auch occasiona are at the oommand 
of the aoldiery — in the form of the handlea of thcir 
pickaxes, or of the butta of their Imlberda, not ao vcry 
gently laid down on the ground, and occasionally on the 
spectator^a toe« The Italian champk>ns halted opposite 
their opponenta in the aame order aa the French had 
dona before, and having dismounted, rcpaired also to the 
emineDce ahadcd by the bolma. After a mutuai grceting 
and the oaual courtesiea. Signor Prospero and BayanK 
who were the «ponsor», mei in cloae interview, and 
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resolved Uiat bdbre ali it was ncoessaiy to draw tho 
lou of tbose who were to be the jiidges. I am sarà the 
readcr will wondcr how it was that such a brave knight 
as Bayard, instead of being oae of the combatants on an 
occasion of so mtich importance, appeared in the office 
of sponsor. Well tlien, I will teli him that I am noi the 
less astonished myself, and I cannot guess at anj other 
Tcason bui Uiat, perfaaps, he was suffcrìng from some 
wound not jet healed» or that he was preTented bj the 
quartana, under an attack of which he was laborìng at 
that tlmc, and liad weakcned him, — at ali events we are 
suro that he was not one of the champions. 

Ilaving tlicn writtcn the names of a few Spanish, 
Frenchy and Italian Cajtoraìi^ of both armies in eqnal 
Dumbersy thej roUed up the briefs, and placcd them in 
a helmet to be tossed. The lot fell on Fabrizio, Colonna, 
Obigni, and Diego Gorcia de Paredes, w1k> immediatcly 
took the scats set apart for them, opened on the table the 
books of the Evangclists, and administcrod the oath to 
tlte twenty-six champions. They plcdgcd themselves 
not to use any fraud in tho combat ; swore that they had 
DO charms on tlieir bodics or on tlielr arms, and that they 
would mcet the cliances of tlie fight trusting only their 
own skill and naturai strcngtli. The oonditions were 
tlien read again by a herald ; it was agreed that evcry 
man could ransom himsclf, bis arms, and bis borse by 
the paymcnt of one hundrcd ducats. One of the Italiana 
thcn emptied on the table the money they had carried, 
counted it, and gave it in trust to the judges. It wa:; 
tlicn Uiought that tlie Frcnch would do the some ; but a^ 
tliey did not move, Prospero Colonna, as gently as lic 
oould, rcmarked, -— ** And your money, gentlemen ? * 
La Motte carne forward and answered, with a smilc 
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^ Signor Prospero, you will see that we havo enough 
bere." This impertincnt boost made the blood rush to 
tbe face of the Roman baron ; bui he rcstrained himself, 
and onlj remarked: ^Better to kill the bear bcfore 
joa sell the Bkin. But no matter ; though it was mutu- 
allj agreed that the ransom was to bo dcpo^itcd beforc- 
hand, we will not allow cren this to be any hindranco to 
the battle. Gentlemcn," he added, addressing \m mcn, 
^did you bear? This knight looks upon the affiiir as 
scttled. It is but fit that you should convince him of 
bis mistakc.** We dccm it usclcss to rvmark tliut these 
contemptuous manncrs made the blood boil vcry hot in 
the Teins of the Italians, but they gave no otlier answcr 
to either Signor Pn>i«pcro or La Motte tlian a revcngcful 
^oowl and a look of defiance. 

These preliminaries being arrangcd, the judgcs dis- 
missed the champions, and half an liour was givcn thcm 
to get ready. A cometer on horseback, postcd under the 
holmsy would givo three bkists, the signal of the onset. 

They retumed to tlieù* borscs and mountcd thcm. The 
sponsor» placed thcm at four fcct from each othcr, and 
both Colonna and Bayard again cxamined the bits, the 
saddle-girts, the straps and buckles of tlie armor ; — and 
theira were the best expericnccd eyes of the two armics. 

Tbe review bcing over, Signor Prospero haltcd bis 
horse ui the middle beforo the line of bis party, and with 
a lood voice said : ^ Gcntlcmcn, do not expect me to cn* 
ooumge you to mect tlie struggle in a manner worthy of 
you. I see Lombards, Nca|>olitans, Romans, Sicilians in 
your midst. Are you not ali sons of oim Italy ? ^ Will 
not tbe hoDor of tbe victory be awardcd equally to you 
•11 ? Are you noi bere bofore foreigners who brand you 
Italians as cowards ? Ouly one word will I speak : see 



ETTORE FIEBAMOSGA. 825 

yondcr the infomouB traitor, Graiano d'Aiti ? He oomes 
to the battio fiold to fasten ìnfamj on the brow of bis 
brethren I Undcrstand me I let him not leavo the field 
alive r 

FieramoRca whispcrcd to Brancaloone who 8tood hj 
him : ^ Wcre I not under oath I " And Brancaleono an- 
•werod : ** Lcavc it to me ! I bave no vows. I know the 
vulneniblc spot of Iìia body I " 

BrancalconcY from the day he had listcnod to the advcn« 
turca of bis friend, had a grcat desiro to kiii Graiano, 
and thcrcby to swecp from bis way tlie only obstacle to 
bis union with Ginevra. Thcn knowìng tlmt he was to 
be one of the Italian cbampions, he saw an opportunity 
for satisfying bis wisbcs. 

Our reader rcmcmbers wliat information be had ob- 
taincd the day of the toumnment, whcn Gmiano was get- 
ting ready near the ampliithcatre. But now the uncx- 
pccted end of Ginevra hnd blasted bis former hopcs. 
Ilowcvcr, he ha<l not gìvcn up the idea, and the desiro to 
carry it out was greatly enliimcod by the worda of Signor 
Prospero, to wlìom, as to the head of tlie Colonna party, 
be exhibited a blind obedicnee in every thing. 

By tliis timo the sponsors liad withdrawn to thcir 
places : Bayaixl near the judges and Colonna under the 
bolms. The latter was roountcd on a black borse, houscd 
in vermilinn clotli embroidcrcd with gold ; he was armcd 
at ali points exccpt at the head, which he hcld up before 
bis mcn, full of majesty and boldness, quietly waiting the 
signal of the battle. Ile had at bis side bis page, a 
liandsome youth of sixteen, in a dress of sky-bluc, and 
carmino hose ; he had, bcsides, several military attend- 
ants in diiferent caiMicities, who, although motionless as 
statucs, stili betrayed souls fired with cncrgctie and mar- 
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tial spirìt Al the timo advancedy the talking became 
fkinter and less frequent ; only a broken word was now 
and then uttered in a whispcr. 

The assemblage presented a solcmn and grave appear- 
ance in ita stillness, interrupted on\y now and then by the 
restless pawing and neighing of the horses, which, hav- 
ing been long kepi ai rest and highly fed, now could he 
scarcely held within the line, and champed the long 
golden bitfl, bcspattered thcm with froth, and archcd thcir 
necks and talk; they rearcd, snortcd» and pufied with 
expanded and blooddhot nostrils, and tlicir eyes flashed 
like fire* 

Jt ìB not 60 vcry ca»y io form an adequate idea of tlio 
martial appearance of a man-at-arms of those days, as 
both he and bis war-horse were accoutred in iron from 
head to foot. The knight with clnspcd visor, sheathcd in 
hÌB armor, with a shicld on bis breast and a lance on the 
thighy bestrode a saddle with high boUtcrs in front and 
behindy like two guards, from which it was almost im|x>s- 
fiible to fall ; thus encased, and setting bis knccs finn and 
dose, he adhered to bis steed so that the horse'ii move- 
menta were oommunicated to the rider, juAt as we imagine 
it sbould be in the doublé naturo of a Centaur. The 
borse had the front and sides of bis head protcctcd by an 
iron headpicce, in which only two opcnings were lefl for 
the eyes; an iron spike projectcd from the middle of the 
front ; the neck, shouldcrs, and breast covercd likcwise 
with amali platea lapping over one anothcr like scalcs, so 
interwoveo aa to allow a free movement to the limba ; 
laatl/y an armor of like texture oovered the erupper, 
haunchea, and aidea of the ateed, Icaving only an opening 
(or the pUying of the apura. Thua the liandaome feat* 
urea of the noble animala were ao diafigured by that 
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cumbrons war forniture as to moke them resemble, fiom 
the lega upward, a herd of rhinooeroses. To look at 
them aa the/ stood, yon wouid think the/ ooald noi move» 
and much lesa run ; but the least twitch of the bridle or 
a touch from the rìder's heel, found them at ready and 
supple as if thej had no encumbranoe of armoTi so in- 
geniously were the pbites put together* 

A Steel maoe and a pickaxo hanging on one side of 
the saddle, togcthcr with the lance, sword» and poniard 
which every knight carrìed on his person, completed their 
arms. The Italiana were famoua in the uae of the mace 
and axe« In omamcnting thomselvea thcy followed their 
own plcaaure or cnprìce; the hdmcts were generallj 
decked with a cluster of plumcs surmounted by a tali 
fcathcr from the tail of a pcacock. Some, instcad of 
featbcrs, had jn^gcd lista of silk, callcd in French /oji»- 
Irequins. Some worc cloaka and some ahoulder-belts, 
and thosc wlio had armor of fine workmanahip and 
rich, lefl it uncovered. Even the horsea liod on their 
hcads plumca or otber ornamentai and the reina were 
sometimca of a apan'a width, made with featoona and <^ 
gaudy colora ; the cost and the roatcriids of the reina 
alone were oflcn of grcat valuc* On the ahidds, beaidea 
the knight'a own coat-of-arma, the Italiana bore mottoea 
befitting the occaaion, oa, for instonce, that of Fieramoa- 
ca — Quidpossit pattai sàUem nane Jkda viriut, 

At laat the herald advanccd to the centro of the camp, 
and loudly proclaimed that none ahould dare by word, cry 
or action to favor or interfere with either party ; then aa 
he liad rcgaincd the judgca' atand, the trumpet gave the 
first aound — then the aecond • • • you might liave heard 
the flapping of a fiy*a wing . • • then the third ; and the 
knighta aimultaneoualy alackening the reina, bending over 
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the hones' necks, setting epura to thdr flanks so violenti^ 
as to lift thcra from tho ground, startcd out against thoir 
opponeuts, bounding at first, thcn galloping ai full spcod; 
ODO band sliouting ** Viva Vltalici^^ and tho other ^ Vivé 
la Franee^ — tlie ycll recchoing from the sea. 

The space betwcen the two parties was alx>ut four hun- 
dred feet. Tho dust begnn to rìso slowly, ìt incrcascfl, it 
became more dense, and eovcrcd thcm ere thcy mct ; and 
tlius enveloped as if in a cloud, thcy daslicd agtiinst ono 
another, their horscs clashing with cach othcr's fronts, 
the knights shivcrìng their lanccs against the sliiclds and 
cuirasses of tlicir advcr^arics, with a shock not unliko 
that of a huge ma^s of rocks, wliich falling down a de- 
elivitj meets no obstacle at first, but ali of a sudden strìkes 
upon a foresi of trecs, brcaks its way through thcm, and 
tearSy uproots, destroys evcry thing in its way. Tho 
spectators eould not witness the first onsct ; in that 
eonfused and dusty mass of men and horscs, tlìcy could 
scarcely distinguish the flash of tlie arms rcflecting the 
SUD, and tlie plumage tom by the fury of the sword, fly- 
ing about in that tumult, and waflcd away by the breath 
of the wind. The clash of arms rcechocd from tho 
valley around. Diego Garcia, adinirìng those brave and 
manly deeds and nuid with disappointmcnt for noi be- 
ing in the mélée himself, struck the thigh witli bis fisi ; 
and ibis was the only movcmcni io be notioed among tho 
astonished and sileni spectators. 

The warriors remained thus mixcd up for a few seconds, 
when a narrower strcak of gkirc, now and thcn refiectcd 
from their midsi and fiashing ilirough the dust, showcd 
pretiy dearly that the warrìors were engaged witli swords ; 
and ihai rattling of arma, thai incéssani luimmcrìng, re- 
•embled ibe noise of men working on a score of anvils* 



ETTOBE FIEBAM080A. 829 

lake an artificial fire veiled in part by anoke, tliai mass 
was glittcrìng and quivering with a 8paiÌLling light,— ao 
rapid wcro Uie movemcnts aooording as ii swa/ed one 
aldo òr die othcTi opened or cloied| or wheeled aronnd in 
oomplicated evolutions. 

The anxietj to find oat to whom belonged the honor 
of TÌctory had beeome so intense, that it seemed almoat 
out of the question for the people to contain themselvea 
any longcr. Already a swelling whisperìng oould be 
hcardy but it was spcedily sopprcssed by signs from the 
hcraldsy as well as by the sight of a borse nishing madly 
out of the mèlée, and so thickly eovcred with dust as to bidè 
the color of the soddlo entirely ; — running over the field ia 
half gallop, he draggcd t]ie tom bridle between hb hoofs, 
and trampling on it, now with ono foot and thcn with the 
othcr, ho cliccked himsclf mìscrably, giving violent jerks 
to his licad, riglit and Icfì, In continuai danger of falling. 
A strcam of dark blood gu:<hcd from a loi^ wound over 
his shouldcr, and trailed an cnsanguincd track on the 
ground ; after a few bounds ho fell on his knces exliausted 
and rollcd over on the dust. Evcry one rccognixed bim 
OS bclonging to the Frcnch party. 

The champions in the mcantlmo had formcd into pairs 
and fought witli swords; thus arrangcd by twos, thcj 
struck und parricd with grcat aildrcss, incessantly wlieelcd 
around to teWe their aim, and tliereby more room waa 
givcn to the strugglo which at first had beon so doso ; 
and tlio dust, di^pclied by the wind, hid tlie combatants no 
more. Thcn evcry one saw that tlie unhorsed knight 
•was Martcliin de Lambris. The Frenchman, unluckily 
for liim, had bccn singlcd out by Fanfulla, who with hia 
fury so mad, and yct so skilful and so suro in its aim, hit 
the kjìight on the visor, holding the lance to the bara ao 
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ftB to push him backward the wholo length of it, and seni 
him to feel how sofl the ground was ; and as he hit the 
masterly blow shouted with a voice that drowned ali the 
noise around: ^There gocs one!" — and then turning 
to La Motte, who by a thnist fìnom Fieramosca liad lost ono 
stirrup, he continued in the samo tone: ^The money 
will not be cnough . . . the money isn't cnough. • . . ** 
WhcD the crowd Imd becomc tliinncd, ho said to the 
vanquished Frcnchman : ^ Thou art my prisoner • . . I '* 
bui the man rose on his fcet, and his only rcply was a 
thnist, which scratchcd the polished armor of the hero 
finom LodL To lifl his sword with both his hands and 
bestow a blow with it on the helmct of his foc, was bui 
the work of a moment Lambris was already sliattcrcd 
bj the fall, and oould hardly kccp on his fcct ; and Fan- 
fulla laid anothcr blow on him, and nnothcr, and anothcr, 
eveiy timo jelling : ^ the money is not cnough • • • not 
enough . . • noi enough • • • ; " and the cifort of the 
blow made him uttcr the words with tliat sort of appog» 
ffiahira which we hcar issuing from the lungs of a wood- 
cutter swinging his axe and lodging it on the block he is 
cbopping. 

That champion could ncver rcgain his standing under 
those blows laid on him with so much power ; ho fcU 
upoo the ground almost senscless, but he would not ask 
quarter ; so FanfulUi becoming cnragcd, gave the last cut, 
just as the Frenchman endeavored to rest on his knee, 
and laid him flat on the earth, saying,.— 

« Will that do ? " 

Bayard seeing that the soldier would bave bcen killed* 
to no purposc, dispatched a king-at-arms, who crossed his 
mace betwixt the two combatants, and loudly exckumcd : 
^ MwrUOin d$ LawòrU pri$onnùr.^ Some of the pur- 
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suivants ran to help him ap» and supported hj them lie 
wfts lod to Signor Prospero^s prcscnoe. 

^ Gód blesa thj arma I ** he shouted to the conqaeror ; 
then he directed some of bis squires to take under guard 
the French baron, wbo however would noi allow himself 
to he unhelmetcd, but throw himself under an oak where 
he laid silent and motionless. 

Fanfulla whecled bis borse around, spurred him at 
half gallop townrds the battlc, and was lookìng ali around 
for somctliing to do ; and mcanwbilcy as if to amose liim- 
selfy he flourisbcd bis sword with eveiy klnd of bold and 
fimtastie movemcnt, in wbich sort of exercise he was 
hcld to he tlie most skilful and quickest band in the arm j. 
From a genend survey of the ground, he at once per- 
ceivcd tlint fortune wns noi on the cncmy's side, and tbot 
the Itulian men-at-Arms wcro doing their duty wclL 
Thcn mìsing bis voice bighcr tban cvcr, be called out 
La Mottc's namc, and struck agiiin the old kcy: ^'tho 
money isn't enougb/' wliicb bc sang to the tunc of a yery 
populor air sung thcn by blind pcople in the streets. 
And wbat witli the carclcss and bulToonlike way he 
bad of riding, tbc admirable flourìsbes, carricd on as 
it wcro for sclf-amuscmcnt, and the tone of bis voice, 
bis mimicry bad sucb an air of frolic grotcsquencss tbat 
evca tbc stem oountcnance of Signor Prospero rclaxed 
iato a sìuile. 

Wbilo tbis first victory was boing acbievcd, Ettore 
Ficnunosca bnd witb bis lance made La Motte lese one 
stirrup, but bad not becn ablo as yct to unborse him. 
La Molte was far supcrior to Fanfulla's prìsoner ia 
strcngtb and address. Ficramosca, feeling jcalous of the 
bonor reapcd by bis brotber» bcgan to work with bis 
sword so tbat the despisor.of the Italians, with ali bis 
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skfl], ooald scaroelj hold against him. Ficramosca at 
that moment remembered the galling insult oficred by La 
Motte at the suppcr, when he said that a Frcnchman 
woald not deign to hire an Italian to do a boy's work 
in a stable ; and while he was ubowerìng hi9 thnisto and 
eotSy annailing and rending tlie cnemy's armor, and at 
times wounding him, lie rcpeated with a sneer : — 

** At least we can handle the currycomb ? hcip thyself, 
licip thyself; bere decds aro ncedcd, not words.** 

The Frenchman, stung by tlie galling taunt, aimed a 
blow at the head of hia antagonist with so much force, 
that Ettore, not being in timo to cover himself with the 
shield, tricd to parry it with the sword ; but the weapon 
was not stout enough, it brokc into shivcrs, and the 
Frenehman's blow ftiU on bis ncck, sevcrìng the celiar 
of the brcastplate, and inflicting a wouiid a little abovo 
the oollar-bone. Ficramosca did not wait to givo him 
another chance ; but stooping a little, and passing bis 
arms around the champion's waist, strove to drag him 
down ; but the Frenchman let the sword go, and struggled 
to free himself. It was just what Ettore wished him to 
do ; he let go bis hold, and before La Motte had time to 
grasp the sword again, he spurred bis borse, making him 
dart one side, and tlius having a chance to snatch the 
mace that hung from the saddle, he fell with it upon bis 
adversaiy again. 

The good borse of Ficramosca had been trained to 
everj kind of miinmuvro ; and now wumed by a light 
twitch of the brìdle and a touch of the spur, he rose on 
bis hind legs, arching bis back like a ram that wisbes to 
butt, and bounded forward, only so far, however, as to 
place the opppnent within bis master^s reach. Notictng 
how skilfuUy the steed managod bis party Fieramosca 
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thougfat : — I have done well indeed to take thee along ! -— 
and Ile luxid the mace witli so mucli skill tbat he fairl/ 
gaincd over his antagonist the advantage he had losL 

The honor of die battle, if nofc the dedsive victory 
eveiiy niight have bcen dccidcd by the struggle of these 
two champions, who wero lookcd u^ion as the bcst awords 
of the two armies. It would have covered La Motte 
with doublé shamc, as ho had expressed so much eoo- 
tempi for the Italians, and it would have crowned Fiera- 
mosca with doublé glory. Ilis companions, well satiefied 
that he was a good match for the Frenchman, took par* 
ticular caro noi to interfere ; and the Frenchmen ver/ 
carefuUj avoided to Icnd nny help to their champk», 
that it should noi be said that, aflcr eo much boasting^ 
even ono Italian should be too much for him. £vea 
moro, AD by a comnion impulse nnd nlmost unconsciousljr, 
bolli partivd suspciidcd thcir fìgliliiig for a few minutes, 
and lookcd with amuzumcnt on the two clianipìonfu But 
they, spurrcd by sudi tlioughts as wc have just mcntioncd, 
wcrc mad with a dcsiru of victory, nnd ibuglit so furi- 
ously, always on the alcrt against nìi.sliap8, over ready to 
catch opportuni tics, that thcir cncountcr might indeed be 
callcd a model of knightly art. 

Diego Garda de Parcdcs, who had bcen a soldier bis 
whole lifc, was amazcd at the grcat skill displayed in that 
conflict, and unable to control himself any longcr, had 
rìsen ; then advancing to the edge of the bluff, which 
ovcriooked the lists, he watched tliem with an intense 
eagcniOHS. Sccn from aftir, as ho stood with tlìat gigantio 
trunk set on two hcrculean Icgs, and bis arms carelessly 
hanging down, he seemcd a motionless statue ; however, 
those who were near him well knew how disappointed he 
felt with bis situation of a mere spectator, as the oontrao- 
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• 

tkm of hU moscles so percepUble onder the dose fìtting 
skin garment, tlie clenched fiat, and abovo ali the floshing 
eje, betrayed the emoiions of his souL 

Fanfulln, baving ìe(i Signor Prospero, wos gulloping 
OTer the lists, and seemed not ai ali govcmed by tliose 
considerations and roolives which nnimatcd tlie otlier 
champions* He spurred his horsc, and carne upon La 
Motte witb uplifted sword. Ettore miw it, and cried ^ 
avauni I but, as the command was unhecdcd, he dashed 
his borse athwart against that of the Lodigian, and with 
the butt of his niace bestowed a blow on his brcast, 
which jnade him rcin up abruptly and against liis wilL 

^ I am a match for him, and even morci" addcd Ettore, 
in a pa:<sioD of anger. 

Ettorc's courtesy towards La Motte won him the praise 
of ali, except Fnnfulla, who, brcaking out witli one of 
ihose Italian cxclaniations which cannot bc exprcssed in 
wrìting, njoincd, half joking, half angry : — 

** TI17 tonguc is in thy hnnds ! " 

Ile gave the liorse a dcmivolt, and madly dashing 

amongst tlie adversaries, he broke thcir rank^ without, 

however, assailing anj one in particular ; thus, that 

' momentarj luU being broken up, the fighting was ro- 

somed more furìously than even 

From the onset, Brancalcone had singlcd for his antag- 
onist Graiano d*Asti, and the chanccB liad as yet been 
eyen. The lances being broken, tliey fought with swordj, 
and stili neither party liad any decisive advantage. Bran- 
ealeooe was perhaps superìor to Graiano in strength, and 
even in dexterity; bui tlie Picdmontcse champion was 
saperìor to ali in knowing the advantage of rapid move- 
ment ; and those who are aoquaintcd with the ari of feno- 
iiV can value ibis quality. 
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Tbo Udo of baule flowod equally between the oUier 
diampions, as eithcr of the pAitiet prcvaileiL Al* 
thougli the contest had losted only about one boor and 
a half, it lindy howovor, been so obaUnate and fieroo, tbat 
it wos CTÌdent tliat both men and hones needcd some 
resi ; and accordingly the judges granted it of comnion 
accorda The tnimpet soundcd the ugnai, and the king»- 
at-orms crossed thcir lancea betwixt the combatants and 
ftcparated dicm. 

A niurmur arose among the crowd around the ILsts, not 
unlike that which we hcar in a theatre when the curtain 
falla aflcr a rcprcsentation which has rìvetcd tlie atten- 
tion of a Inrgc audience. The championa letrcated to 
the two cxtrcmities and alightcd; some rcmovcd their 
liclmcts to cuoi thcir brows and wipo off the pcrspira- 
tion ; soDìc finding parts of thcir arraor or of the aooou- 
trcmcnts of their horscs damagcd, contrivcd to mcnd 
them. The stecds, sliaking thcir mancs, and grinding 
their jawboneSy sought rclicf from the pain occosioncd 
by the pulling of the brìdles. Feeling the burdcn of tlio 
kniglits no more on thcir baeks, thcy planted themselves 
on tlieir forefect, and with lowcrcd hcada thcy shook 
their linibs scvcral timcs, making the armor ring. 

But the vender» of fruit and refrcshmcnts having frcsh 
lungs, sang out loudcr and loudcr the praises of their 
goods ; and the two 8[)on8oni, spurring thcir horses, ad* 
vanced to greet their champions. 

The honor of the day M'as thus far awarded to the 
Italiansy as onc of the opposite party had becn made 
prisoncr, and the rcst of tlic French champions had beco 
eithcr wounded or badly uscd. Among those who had 
8take<l on the success of eithcr party, such as stood 
pledged for the French began to feel considerably 



336 ETTORE F1ERAM08CA. 

damped and dbpirìtecL The good Bajard was too ex- 
perìeoced a champion of the lista noi to feel that the 
iurtune of the fiekl was likeìy to be adverse to his party. 
With a atout oòuntenance, however, and betraying not 
the least fcar, he cncouraged them, arranged thcm in 
their ranks, and remindcd thcm of tlio general arts of a 
contesty how to strìkc and how to parry. 

Prospero Colonna saw that his mcn wcre not so much 
in ueed of rest, as thcy liad not been so much straincd as 
the opposite party ; and, tlierefore, afìcr lialf an liour of 
respite, he requested tliat the champions should resumé 
the battio. Acoordingly, the marshals gavo the signal. 
The horses were stili panting from the prcvious struggle ; 
but the warrìors dashed the spurs into their flanks, and 
off the animals ruiihcd against cach othcr. It secmcd as 
if victory might bo dccided in a few momcnts ; the silcnce 
was deadly ; the spcctators wcro motionlcss ; the oxcitc- 
ment and fury of the combatants had rcachcd the high- 
est piteli. The gay mantlcs, the plumagc, and ali kinds 
of omaments flcw shattcrcd in atoms, or wcre stained 
with blood or du^t. The blue scarf of Fieramosca was 
seen hanging from his side*cut in twain by a blow from 
a 8 word ; his hclmet wns shom of its plumc^, and flat- 
tenedf but he was stili fresh and strong, hnving only a 
slight wound on his ncck, and he bore down upon La 
Motte with renewed animosity. Fanfulla was measuring 
bis strength with Jacques de Guignes. Brancalcone was 
again engaged with Graiano, always aiming at tlie hcl- 
metv while the rest in the Italian ranks werc fighting 
the other French cluunpk>nsy and belaboring tliem moet 
obstinately. 

A sudden shoat from the spectators tumed the atten- 
tioo eren of the combatants to the struggle betweeo Brmn- 
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eakoiie mnd Graiano ; it was dow ended. The ktter was 
beot OTer the horae, with both helmet and skoll defk, 
the blood streaming over hb ariiior, and OTer the sboul- 
ders and lega of the liorse, whoM overy step was marked 
in gore. At hut he rollcd ovoTyand his fall eoundcd 
liko tlie oratili of a Leap of old iron daslied on the gioand. 
Brancaloone upliflcd the bleeding battle-axe, whìrled it 
over hi8 head, and exchùmod in a mani/ and terrìble 
voice:—- 

** Vìva ì Balia I and so bo it ever with accurscd tnù- 
tCMV.*" Thus cmbuldenedi he dashed into the thick of the 
battio whero tlie Frunch soldiers were dcfending them« 
selves despcrotcly, bcstowing blows with both hands rìg^t 
and loft. But the strugglo did not last long. 6raiano*s fall 
secmcd to bave turncd the scale in favor of the Italians. 
Fiemmoscii, uluio^^t fruntic with anger at tlie long and 
obsUnato dcfencc of La Motto, doublcd the strength of 
bis blows with bo much nipidity, tliat he bcwildered and 
stunnod bis antugonist. The Frenchman had lost bis 
bucklcr, hud only a bix>ken sword to defend himsclf with, 
and hÌ4 arinor wus unhinged, disoonnected, and shattered. 
At hi8t Kttorc beiitowcd on bis neck a blow with the 
battlc-axe, ko ix>werful thut La Motto reeled over the 
bolsters of the saddlc, and for a moment lost bis eycsighu 

Beforc he had Urne to recovcr, Fieramoscai who was 
at liis riglit, swung the shiold behind bis sboulders, 
gnusped with the left Irnnd the thong^ which fastened La 
Motte's breost piate, and pre^ising \m knces, dashed the 
spurs into tlic flaiiks of the borite. The animai plunged 
forward, and thus tlic Frcncli kniglit was violenti/ dragged 
from tlie saddle. As he lay on tlie ground, Ettore sprang 
from bis liorse, and stood over bim with unsheathed dag- 
ger ; then pointmg it so near bis forehead as almoit to 
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touch him, oommanded him in a voice of thunder : ^yielJ 
thjsel^ or ni finish tbee.'' The Imron, stili holf uncon- 
•doiiSy answered noi ; that silcnce miglit have cost him hia 
Efcy had not Bayard intcrfered and declarcd him prìsoner. 

After La Motte had been rcnioved bj bis attendant:», 
and led bcfore Signor Prospero, Fieramosca tumed to 
legai n bis lK>r8e; but it had di«appeared; and looking 
around he saw Giraud de Forses, onc of the cncmy*tf 
band, who baving bad liin liorse killed under him, had 
taken tliat of the Italinn, and was stili fighting. Good 
Ettore felt that alone and on foot he could ncvcr rcoover 
hb borse. But he had nurscd and rcarcd him with liis 
own hands, and ho was trained io obey and follow bis 
mastcr's cali ; endcavoring then to go «s near lo the homo 
as (KKii^iblc» he begnn to cali bis namc, nt tlic snme timo 
ttrìking bis footon the ground as lie wiis wuiit to do wìutn 
he went to give him oats. Tliu nninuil rccognixed the etili, 
and tumed to sce wlience it camo ; but the rìder op|Kiscd 
ita movcmcntis and tlie borse begnn to rcar, and then to 
plunge, and then to boun<l, so tliat the rìder could not con- 
trol him, and he was forced in spite of himself to go over 
to tlie camp uf the Italians, who made a prìsoner of him 
without any blow from their swonls. The Frenchman 
dismounted, cursing bis evil luck, and Fieramosca leaped 
oo bis &vorìte steed ; but liolding by the point the swor^ 
which had been takcn from the French knight, retumed 
it to him, saying : ^ 

** God belp thee, brother ; take thine arma and go with 
thine, because we take our prìsooers by dint of battio, 
noi by the arts of tricksters.** i 

The Frcnchman was taken by surprìse, as he had no 
bope whatoTer of tuch quarter. After eoe momeot's 
panse^ he replied : — 
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** If I do not avow mysclf oonqucrcd bjr yoar annsi I 
am vanqui(»licd hj your oourtefly ;** and taking Uie sword 
at lialf biade, lio went to lay it at the feet of Signor 
Pro5pcro ; and it was remarked by ali who praised Fìe- 
rainosca's courtcsy» that the Fronchman ako had acted 
like a noble knight and tnie. And for this reaaoo he was 
net madc to [wy any nui^m aftcrwards. 

Tlic French ranks had lost ibur of their best lanoes, 
whilo the thirtccn Italiana were ali stili mountod. li was 
ea.^y to forcseo with whom the honor of the day woald 
rcmain. Nevcrthcless tlie Frenchmeny who had boea 
unhoreecl (thcy were Ave) closod togcther, and having 
at their flonkd the four knights on horscback, two on 
eacli side, pruparcd themselves In that attitudo to offer 
re^istance to the Italians agoin. The latter rallicd for 
the tliird Urne for an attack mude by ali simultaneously. 

Net ono ainong the spectalon» had the lea^t thought or 
ex|K;c(ation that the French jMirty eould Btaiul the shoek; 
but siili ndmiring the perseveronce and address of tlìoso 
brave knight«, their curiosity wus shaqxsned into anxiety 
to sce the result of their last movemcnt ; and some cvcn 
wìshcd that so mucli valor sliould not be perilled against 
such odds, to the iraminent risk of their lives. But the 
French seemed not to bave any fear of tliat; — trodden 
under foot, wounded, eovered willi dust and blood, tliey 
htill oITered a fcarful and honorable sight as thcy boldly 
Ftood tlicre prepared to be crushed by so many horses 
whìcli carne danhing upon them, and seemed dcter- 
mincd to grlnd them to atoms. At last tlio Italiana 
Htarted, but not with tlie former 8|>eed ; the horses were 
toc tircd, and some of tliem had their moutlis covcrod 
with foam and blood from the too violent puUing of tlie 
bridles. Tiie knights shouted k>uder than erer, Viva 
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t Italia! and in ^ite of the apurs the bone» gnlloped only 
heaTily, and wìth some reluctnnce. Notwitli^tnnding the 
rules made known at Iho beginning, ilio anxious curioi>ity 
of the spectatora was. raised to so liigh a pitch, that tho 
boandaiy sei at firat for the spcctators was broken, and 
tlie circle became narrower eyeiy moment The pur- 
soiTants and squires who were charged witb the dutj of 
presenring order, forgot every thing else, and wcre led 
bj cariofiitj to advanoe with tho crowd in thcir coneentric 
morement Thos we bave oflen seen in the public streets, 
wben a bull has broken loose, the pcople at firet kcep at 
a aafe distanoe, bui if a dog takes hold <3^ an ear, and an- 
olber bas indented ita teeth into ita bidè, and the beast is 
almoet brought to a stand, ali leave their places, the 
ahoats are k>ader, the tumult is greater, eveiy thing is in 
eoofusion, since CTery one pu^hes forward to bave a bcttcr 
Tiew. 

Fieramosca, wbo bad the best borse, rode in the centro 
of tbe new nmks ; and he was fbinked on both sides 
bj bis companions who wcre ranged acoording to the 
greater power of their borses,— -tho^ who bod bcttcr 
or swiAer borscs being nearer to bis pcrson. Thus thoy 
approacbed tbe enemj, thcir body having the sliAfK) of o 
eooe^ the apez of wbich was Fieramosca. Tbeir ciocci/ 
senied onsel was so directcd tliat when they arrìved 
witbin arm's lengtb, thcy broke through the ranks of tho 
Freochy wbo were nnable to witbstand the shock. But 
bere a new struggle began, more dose, more tcrrible thnn 
the ibrmer ones. The numbers, the valor, the skill of 
the Italians were met by cfforts almo9t supcrhuman, by 
the stniggles of despair, by the fury arising from tho 
eooseioasnefls of a dishonor imminent and inevitable. Tho 
▼aliant and unibrtunate Frencbmen, in a doud of dust. 
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were falling bleeding under the hoofs of the horaes» and 
made efiTortn to rise, grasping the stirrups of the knights, 
the brìdles of the conquerors ; and then they fell again, 
pushcd, thrust down, trampled apon, rolling over and 
over, ali weapons lost, their armor shattercd and fiilling 
to pieeed, and stili ever endeaToring to rìse again, to re> 
cover their stand, snatching from the groand brokcn 
swords, stumps of lances, and even stones to ward off 
their discomfit. 

Ettore above the rest, with a loud voice entreated them 
to give up and to surrender themselves ; but in that ap- 
roar he was scarcely heard ; or if they heard him, thej 
dumblj refused compliance, enduring with a stubbom pa- 
tience those horrìblo blows; and with the madness of 
despair thej continucd their admirable defeoce* Of the 
four who wcrc on their saddles at the beginning of thia 
last cncountcr, one had been unhorscd, and was iìghting 
on foot, two had their horses killed under them, the 
fourih had bccn surrounded and made prisoncr. It is 
net in our power to convcy an idea of ali tlie strange 
complications of the fighi, of the desperate acts which 
wcre done in those last momcnts, the recollection of 
which long rcmained in the minds of the spectators with 
mingied feclings of horror and wonder. 

To givo an instance. De Liaye was scen grasping with 
both hands tlie bit of Capoccio Romano, endeavoring to 
tcar away the brìdlc ; the borse threw him under bis lega 
and tixMle on him, but the Frcnchman would never lei 
go hìs Iiold, and bcing thus drnggcd acix>ss the lists, was 
prcscnted to Signor Prospero in tliat plight; and even 
thcn it took a great deal of labor, and many arma (so 
frantic was he) to make him loose bis hands, and to place 
him among the prisoners. At last the Italians themselves 
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Mt MB if it would be too cniel to pursae that kind of 
warfare ; ali joined in sliouting with Fieramosca, and for- 
bearing to strike any more, crìcd to tho«e who had been 
left in the French ranks : prUanen • • • pritonen. . • • 
Even among the pcople arose a murmur, and it was 
swelling up, the remonstrance of the heralds being of no 
ayail ; it broke out into roara, and shouts, and erica that 
there ahould be an end to the battio, and tliat the French 
ahould bave their lives spared. Everj barrier bcing sur- 
mounted, the spectators had crowded on tlie combatants 
whose lista were reduocd to a verj narrow oompass ; some 
ibouted, some waved thcir hats and thcir handkcrcliiefs, 
boping to be able to stop the fight ; and some also appealcd 
lo the judgcs and marshals. Signor Prospero ordcrìng 
the people to make way, and approaching the cliampions, 
xaised bis Toioe and his trundicon to make the Frcnch- 
men yield; even Bayard, alhcit ho kecnly fclt the de- 
leat of his party, convinced tliat anj furthcr rcsistance 
would bave been useless, and thinking tliat it would liave 
been an unpardonable sin to wa^te tlius the blood and the 
Iìtcs of those brave mcn, carne forward, and cricd to his 
men to yield, and to givo themselves up as prisoncrs. 
Bui neither his voice, nor the cntreatics of ali the by- 
ttandem had any power over the vanquished, who scarccly 
looked like human beings, but had more the appenranco 
of demoos or furies let loose upon corth. Al last even 
the judges descended from their stand ; they roixed with 
the combatants, ordered the trumpcts to sound, and the 
Italiana to be proclaimed conquerors. The lattcr thcn 
eodeavored to withdraw, but to no avail ; their advcr»a- 
rieiy lashed into fury by their rage, grìef, and wounds, 
weot OD, like so many tigera crushed within the coils of 
•erpentSi to haraat their enemiea aa much aa posaible. 
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Diego Garda at last, hopeless of aeeing an end pot to 
tliut butdieiy by the usuai lawa of tlie toumamcnt, re- 
8orted to an ezpedient of his own, and dashing al Saoet de 
Jacet, just as lie was wrestling with Brancaleoney and 
prctcnding to snatdi the battle-axe from his hand, while 
tlie lattor seemed to be debating with himself whether 
he should bestow upon his head a.blow which would bave 
finished hinii— he seifed him by the shouklem, and with 
wonderful strcngth dragged him out of the lists in spile of 
himsclf* Diego's exarople was ibllowed bj manj of the 
spectators ; in less lime than we con saj il, they poonoed 
upon tlic Frcnch champions, and although some were se- 
verely handlcd, stili pushing and puUing; Icaring and 
drngging, aAer a greal deal of ezertion thej suooeeded 
in taking those fivc mcn away from the field ; and noi* 
withstanding thcj offcrcd a great deal of resi^tancc, and 
werc foaming with ragc, thej wcro at last disposed of 
with the rcst under the onk trecs. 

Ficramosca's first care, as soon as the lasi embers of 
the fighi were extinguished, was to leap from his borse 
and run to Graiano d'Asti, who la/ motionless on the 
place whcre he had fullen. 

Wlien Brancnlcone had given the fatai blow, a sndden 
feeling of Joy sprnng up in the gcnerous heart of Fiera* 
mosca. Bui that feeling was immediately stiflixl by a 
noble and virtuous thought. Ile approaohed the fallea 
knight, and ordering the people to otand apart, he knelt 
by his side. The blood was stili flowing from the gaping 
wound, but slow and curdied ; he liAed the head Tory 
carefully, as if anxious to save the life of a most dear 
friend, and succeeded in removing the easque. 

Bui the battle-axe had cleft the skuU and inflk;ted a 
wound throe inclies deep ; the kniglit was dead. Ettore 
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gaTe a sigh from hìs inmost heart ; then ìayìng dio head 
of the shdn warrìor carefully down again, and ming'oo 
his feefy he turned to hit brcthrcn in arms, and more par- 
ticuhirl/ addressing Brancaleone, said : — - 

^ Thìs weapon of thine," and he pointed to tho battle*axo 
held in his frìend's grasp, stili drìpping with blood, *^ has 
this day aooomplished a great justicc But can we enjoy 
this rictoiy ? is noi this earth imbnicd with Italian blood ? 
Ah I might he not, strong and valiant as he was on the 
battio field, bave shed it to his and our glorj against the 
common enemy ? Then Graiano's tonib would liavc bcen 
hooored and glorious I hb mcmory a monument of prìde I 
But DOW there he, lies in infamy, and the malcdiction on 
the traitor against his country wciglis hcavy upon him.* 
• • • After these words they ali rctumcd in silcnce to thcir 
hones, a deep gloom Teiling thcir countenanccs. Graia- 
no's corpue was carried in the evcning to Burletta ; but 
when an attempt was made to bury it in consecrated 
ground, the people, ri^ing in a mass, would not alIo%v it. 
The corpse bearers carried it to a pass by a torrcnt at 
the distance of two miles from tho town, dug a trench and 
burìed him« That spot was afterwards called 77«e 7Vm- 
imr'i Pan. 

Signor Prospero, beforo Icaving the camp, tumcd to 
Bayard and requested him whcthcr he was ready to pny 
the nmsom. Thus the bnivado of La Motto ytM visitcd 
apoQ Bayard, who made no rcply ; and the judgcs onlcred 
that the prisoners should follow thcir conquerors to Bar- 
letta* On foot, silcnt, covcred with sliamc and confusion, 
larrounded by an immense throng of peoplc, they wero 
ibUowed by the Italiana on thcir horscs, amidst the flour- 
iahea of the trumpets, and the shouts of tlio spectators, 
whose Toicea made the welkin ring with the cry: Viva 
rMsMat Viva Ouhtma! 
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When Uie thirtecn warrìors had entered the citadel, 
and wcre in tlic prescnce of Gonzalo, who reccivcd them 
ainidst the dite of his barons, thej presented to him the 
twclve prisonen. The grcat Captain bestowed a well- 
mcritcd eulogy on the victors, and then addrcssed the 
Frcnch knights thus : -^ 

** Be it far from me to oficr insult to valorous men 
in misfortunc The fortune of war kists but one daj, 
and the conqueror of today may be vanquished on the 
moiTow. It Ì8 not for me to teach you that you mu8t 
henceforward bave respect for Italian valor. My words 
would prove superfluous afler the dceds of today. 
But I will wam you from this day for^ard to revere and 
honor valor and courage wherever it may be found ; over 
rcmcmbcrìng that God has not given it in trust to any 
onc nation exclusivcly, but has distrìbutcd it largely 
nmong ali mcn, and thal true courage is always en- 
hunccd by modesty, and forever blighted and dishonored 
by bravado." 

At\cr thcse wordò he dismisscd thcm ; thcy lefl tlie 
hall, and thus endcd that glorious and mcmorable day. 



Lct US be sincere Tliose who teli or write a story 

always entcrtain a little hopc that it will prove interest- 

ing, and tliat tlicrc may always be some one who will 

liisten to it, or read it to the end. We bave also nur- 

tured this hopo in a remote corner of our heart; but 

it was like the Dame of a candic at the mcrcy of the 

wind, flickering ali the time, — now radiant with bril- 

liancy, (does our reader smile ?) and thcn fluttering away 

iato 60 amali dimensiona, as to seem almost dying out ; 
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bui oar own sdf-lovc has endeavored to manage so well 
that it has not yet bccomo cxtingnisììccl. 

If this selfish and wary flaUerer has not dcceivcd u^ — 
if there has actually iMKin some rcadcr endowcd with so 
mach patience as to accompany us ali the way to this 
pmnty we may flattcr ourselves that he wishes to know 
•omething more aboui Ettore Fienunosca ; and certainly 
we shall gratify his curìosity by imparting ali the infor- 
mation we have been able to obtain. 

The conquerors and thcir prìsoncrs Icft Goninlo and 
repaired to the quarters of the Colonnaf, wlx) rcceived 
them and entcrtaincd thcm most gencrounly, and gave 
the Frenchmen comfortablc lodging for the night. On 
the roorrow, the ransom having bccn scnt from the 
French camp, they wcre rcmnmied frco, and wcre es- 
corted out of the gates of Barletta by many of Gon- 
ia1o*s troopsy who paìd to them tli05c mnrks of honor 
which were undoubtcdly due to thcir giiUant dcfcnce. 

But Fieramosca, aAcr Icaving Gonzalo's prcscncc, gave 
no further thought to the advcrsarìcs. At Inst he could 
devote ali his thoughts to himsclf and to Ginevra. Therc* 
ibre he quietly stole away from his oompanions who wcre 
Mirroanded ami feasted by a host of fricnds, and who 
in the frenzy of tlieir victory could not pay much attcn- 
lion to his roovemcnts. Ile saw Vittoria Colonna in one 
of the piazxas. She had bccn prescnt at tlie reception 
given by Gonzalo to the thirtecn warriors, and was thcn 
retuming to her own apartments. Ile hurricd his step^s 
and calling hcr namc, mndo her pause and tum Imck* 
Vittoria had bccn informed of the history of Ficramosca, 
•od well she guessed wliat he wished to know from her. 

«O my Godi — what shall I say?** But she had 
ao lime to sumroon lier thooghts, bcforo Ettore was at 
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hcr side. Hi8 armor was stained ali over with dust, and 
it wus indentcd licro and tliero bj the blowa from tlio 
cncmy's wcapons. Onljr one piume, and that drooping^ 
was on the helmct ; of the resi onlj the stumps remained. 
The liAcd virar unoovered bis handsome fcaturc», hag- 
gai-d from the labor of the day, stained by perspiration, 
and bcamin^i^, it is tnie, with honcst prìde for the obtained 
victory ; but at the same time betrayìng bis great anxiety 
to mcet hcr, whom, at last, afler Graiano's death, he 
might cali bis own. 

Circurostanoes always exert great influence over the 
hopes and fcars of a man's bcart. Tlie despondcncy, 
and I might almost say the dcspair, which Ficrnmosra 
liad suflTcrcd during the night and the moming beforc the 
fìght, tliinking ahout the sitiiation of Ginevra, had now, 
after the shook and protracted labor of the battlc, and 
from the incflTublc joy of having merited the honors of 
the day, givcn pince to a most confìdent hope tliat he 
wouid fìnd hcr sa fé and sound. 

^ iVIy lady I *' he said, in a tono of trcpidation, caused 
by the Iieavy beating of the heart, "may God reward 
you, and may Ile blc.'^s you. I know ali • . • how 
you bave rcceivcd hcr, and bave bcen so good to the 
poor tliing. . • . Oh I shc nccded it . . • I Lead me 
to ber, — lot us go to ber for God*s sake . . ." 

Every wonl uttcred by Ettore wcnt through the bcart 
of Vittoria likc a dnggcr, and sho had not the coiirngo 
to impart the tcrrible news, On the contrary she put 
on a pmilc, and said : — 

" Ginevra is again at Sant' Orsola." 

It was too truc. She had bcen carrìcd to the Mon- 
astery about one bour before the warriors had retumcd 
from the lists, and Fra Mariano had accompanicd the 
corpse, for the purpose of burying hcr during the night. 
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''Whall in Sani* Orsola? lìow, so soon? Theo 
sbe has noi been vciy Aick ? Shc u wcll, theu ? " 

"«YeAl sheiflweU!" 

Li the transport óf his joy, Ficramosca opcncd hìs 
arms to einbrnce Vittoria ; but he recoUccted bimself, and 
insteady ]ie put one knee on Uio floor, took ber band, and 
•tamped on it kisse^ of graiitudci wbich spoke more tliaa 
a tbousand words. 

Then lie rose, abnodt beside bimself, and startcd to 
go to Sani' Orsola, without spcnking anothcr word ; but 
he halted a moment, looking at bis breast, and tumcd 
hmàu 

^ See, Signora," he said witb a smilc, and somcwbat 
hesitating,— '^ see tbis blue scarf, it is a gifl from ber. • • 
Todaj a cut from tbe sword, lodging on the brcast-plate, 
has cut it in twain." 

Saying tbis he undid tbe knot wbich ho bad made 
wilh the two ends to kecp it togetber. 

*I know I venturo too mudi, but, for great mercj, 
woukl yoo be plcn^Mxl to mcnd it, so tluit Ginevra will not 
ice tbat it is cut ' The poor tbing would take it as a bad 
omeo. • • • S' i'i;;lit say: Wfay not protect it witb 
the buckler ?...'* 

Mmt willingly did Vittoria go to ber room to pro- 
cure the needed implemcnts, tbus having an opportunity 
to recover hcrself and to control tbe decp emotions of ber 
beart, commiscrating the baseless conGdence of Fiera- 
mosca» Sbe retumed more aMurcd, and began to 
mend the scarf, keeping ber head bent downward, tbat 
he migbt noi read tbe expression of ber countenance. 

Wliile sbe was engagcd ^i ber work, Ettore rvmarked 
with a sroile : ** You can scnrcely di^tingui^b its color 
• • • it ìmA gene tlirougb many lianlsbips* • • • It Ims 
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been mj oompanion darìng many eril boiurs. It shall 
henoeforward be the ocMopanion of my iiuppiocas. If 
jou knew how many yean I have wom it I • • • I bave 
savcd il through so many battlet • • • and today I • • • 
tbU very day, when ali my trials will be tnrned into joy 
. • • they bave spoiled it 1 If I bdieved in «igna, wbat 
•boulditbiiik?'' 

Vittoria went on aewing without atterìng a syllable. 
In a tcrrìble stniggle between the feeling that he ouffhi 
to know the true «tate of afiairs, and the unsurroount- 
able dread of being oUiged to pour so much sorrow into 
bis heart, she tliought of eompromiding matte» by sending 
for Brancaloone, and lay it upon him to help bis friend in 
that terrible triaL 

'^A thoiuand tlianks to you," said Ettore when the 
mcnding was finUhed ; and hurrying down the steps, ho 
wAs in the castle yard with the »pcc^ of the lightning. 
Tlicre was no othcr per^n thcrc but Masuccio holding 
£ttorc*8 hordc, stili pnnting and foaming ; the head of the 
])Oor nnimal was lianging down, its eye was spirìtlcssi and 
its flanks werc heaving laboriously. 

**To the fttablc, to the stable," cried Ettore, os be 
dnshcd by bis groom ; ** don't you know any better ? • • • 
to kecp a borse so hot and swcating in the open 
air ! ... " and off he wcnt toward:» the shore, as the 
pniisage to Sani' Orinola' was much shorter by water. 

But no boat could he obtain at the wharf. The vcssels 
carrying the Spanish troops were anchored in the harbor, 
and Gonzalo was very anxious that they should ali be 
lundcd bc'foro night. Every skiff, boat, and cmfi of any 
kind in the port imd been cngnged for that puqxMe. 

Ettore stam|)cMl the ground with hi.^ foot, and exclaimed, 
** l'il go on horéeback ; it is a longer route, but be it so.** 
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He went to the stable ; Masaodo was taking the bridle 
off Airoae*8 neck. 

''Lei il he,** he said, and taking the bridle from 
Masoocio's hand^ thrcw it OTer the animal's neck, Icaped 
OQ the Middle, and in a few moments he was out of the 
óijf ibllowing the road which led to the Monastcry along 
the sea-ehore. 

** Poor Airone I " he 9aid, patting the horee's ncck wìth 
hifl handy while with the ^pur he harrìed the Hlugginh trot 
of the good steedy for wliom it was hard to be drivcn finora 
the ttable afler so much fatigue ; ^ thou art rìght, but 
bave patienoe a little longcr, and I will rcpaj tlice for ali.** 

Night was approoching ; the sun had becn down for 
half an hour. Fieramosca faced the east ; behind him 
tlie sky was serene, finee from any vapor, but immense 
ckKids arose befbre him, towerìng up in hugc black vol- 
oroes towards the sky, and flattened at the bottom on a 
line porallcl with the horizon. Broad slicets of min 
were pouring down pcrpcndicularly on the watcns in 
more or kss dense masses ; and the summits of that licap 
of clouds drifling towards the 8ky, stili reflcctcd the rays 
of the expiring sun, and wcre colorcd with a wliitish 
light. Alroost inccsMintly did the quivcrìng giare of the 
lightning flash through that darkncss, and the ihunder 
mmbled heavily from afiir. The sea was rining and 
threntencd a squali; it was bkick in the high watuns 
while the cresta of the bilk>ws sparklcd with white and 
feathery spray. The waves, gradually rolling towards 
the shore, ended in yery sharp bhides, green and trnns- 
parent, advancing like a crystal wall, the top of whicli 
curting OTer fell with a spla^ and oovered with foam the 
dry gravel of tlie coast. 

HowcTer, the gloomy appearance of the wcather rould 
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not at that dine mar in the kast the bacyant happine» 
of the Italian knigfat With an impatient, reatlesa ejre 
he spanned the dutance aeparattng him from Santf Onola, 
and the ooast hoing level and hare he mw the 
most plainlj. He imagined the ploasare of the first 
counter with Ginevra ; ho imagined how the would come 
to mcet him with that look so full of honestj, and that 
approoch so choering and graoefuL He would he the 
first to announceto her the news of the victoiy!— oolj 
he fclt cmbarrasscd in finding the most proper manncr 
to inform her that now she was perfectly (ree to dis- 
pose of her own hand. 

When within two musketshots from the tower, the 
easterly wind had drifted the storm nearer to Ettore, who 
had to ride against it ; largo drops of rain foli obliquclj 
on the youtli's armor, and reboanded in a spray OTer th^ 
armor ; thcy bccame quicker and quickcr, and smallcr and 
smaller. A thundcrbolt seemcd to bave burst open one 
of ibc catamcts of beavcn, and tlie rain began to desccnd 
with grcut violcncc, drcncliing Ficramosca from head to 
foci, ulUiough ho was only a few stridcs from the tower. 
The gatcs had not yct bcen closed; he rodo through 
swiftly, and in a few momenls he was on the island and 
at the guests' lodge. He tied the borse to the iron grate 
of the window of an outbuilding, and dashed up to Gi- 
ncvru*8 roum. 

It is uscless to say tliat it was cmpty. He carne 
down again, and at first he tbougbt of entering tlie 
cburcb. He knew that one of its high tribuncs was a 
favorite 8|x>t witlt licr, whcre sbe rcsorted to pcrform ber 
dcvotions ; he cntercd it, but it was empty ; the churcU 
was empty aUo and almost perfectly dark. Tliat pari of 
the choir or absis that oould he seen was also empty ; stili 
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the sound of a subdued psalmody, coming as it wcre from 
ondergroundy reachcd liÌ8 ear. Ile went forward, and 
•aw flickerìng oo the oeiling of the dome, a faint light 
iwoing from the grated opening, before the high aitar, 
and oommunicating with the chapel undemcath ; as he 
drew near, he heard a moumful singing of psalma in the 
little chapel below. He tumed around the aitar, and 
went down. The clattcr of hb arms, of his spurs, and 
of the scabbard rebounding on the steps, attracted Uie 
attention of those who stood in a circle around the centro 
of the chapel ; thcj opcned the way for the warrior. , Et« 
toro found himsclf by the bicr which he had Fcon tliat 
moming in the vcstry of San Dorainico ; bcforo him, by 
the aitar, stood the hullowcd person of Fra Mnrinno, with 
the black stole on his brcast, his righi band mi.scd, and 
eztendcd m the act of sprinkling the blcsscd water ; in tlie 
midst, an open torob ; on one side two men holding up- 
right the stono; on the othcr side Zorais, dcsperatdy 
erying on hcr knees, bcnt over Gincvra's coq»e, was 
arranging the shroud around the head, and placing a 
wreath c£ white roses OTcr that pale brow. 

Ettore reached the brink of the sepulchre, saw cvcry 
thing, but remained motionless, spoke not a word, mndo 
no sign, did not move cven an eyelid. His face bcgan 
lo sink ; it bccame as pale as death ; a convulsive quiver 
seixed his lips, and a cold perspiration in laip) drops 
trìckled down from his brow. 

Zoniis sobbed louder, and Fra Mariano, with a troubled, 
onsteady voice, showing how sadly his hcart wa« laccr- 
ated at the sight of that most unhappy youth, made an 
effbit to say: — 

*8h6 fled to heaven yesterday. God has now made 
her a greai deal hàppier than if she had remained with 
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Bui OTen the good prìest was cfaoking wiUi tenn, and 
Baid no inorc 

The 8tone was dowly lowered on the erowban, met 
with the besels of the tombi it'fell, and there it laj. 

Ettore was stili motionleM. Fra Mariano approadicd 
him, took him bj the hand, which was given without 
rosistance, embraced him, tumod him aiXHind to lead him 
away from that place, and Ettore obeycd. They as- 
oendcd the steps, and thcn went out of tlie diurch ; the 
lightning stili flashed, the thunder stili rumblcd, the rain 
was falHng in torrents. When they had reached the 
guest»' qunrtcrs, Ficramosca di«entanglcd himsclf from the 
arma of the good monk ; and before the latter couid even 
uttcr a word, the unfortunato knight was alrcady on hia 
saddic, bonding over the honte, dashing the spurs inio hia 
flanks, nnd the trump of a full gallop was hcard under the 
sombrc entry of the towcr* 

N(!Ìthcr Ficramosca's frìcnds, nor nny pcrson of those 
timcs, cvcr saw him after that day, alive or dead. 

Various wcre the surmiscs as to bis end, but ali vague 
nnd groundlcsji. Oiily onc had some scmblance of truth, 
' and it originated tlius : — 

Some poor mountninccrs of Mount Gargano, who wero 
nt work making coni, rclated to some peasonts— and thus 
the stoiy went from mouth to mouth, until it reached 
evcn Burletta, long aùer the Spanish camp had bf^n 
raised — how, on a ccrtain vcry stormy night, they had 
Fccn (he .strnnge nppnrìtion of a knight, armcd from head 
to foot, riding Wis borse on the top of inacceA.«ible rocks, 
which formed the brink of a clilT perpcndicularly rising 
from the sca. At first only a few spoke of it, then many 
wcre told of the secret, until at last ali believed that it 
was a supematural vision which Imd been seen. 
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Bui when Fra Mariano heard of it, and oomparcd 
dateSi he believed that Ettorcy being out of bis miudi 
had pushed bis borse uito vcry dangerous placca, and that 
at lasi bocb boi«o and rìderfell into some unkuown abjM, 
or perfaaps into tlie sea. 

'In 161 69 a largo tract of rocks under, tlie Gargano 
became dry, and a fiithcrmun diacovercd bctwccn two 
buge rocks a beap of irons balf corrodcd by the action 
of saH water and nist, and rumaging omong thcm, he 
found some human bones and tlio carcass of a liorse. 

The reader can draw hb own conclusions. Our story 
is ended. 



It wouM be vain and rìdiculous to bclicve that tliis 
story will be well received on our own merito ; but wo 
think that the Itolians will accept with kind indulgcnce 
tlie good will of one wlio lias taken some pains in record- 
ing an exploit wliich honors thcm so mudi. To dÌ9play 
the valor of tlie oonqucrors in boldcr rclicf, wc did not feci 
at liberty to fcign circumstanccs which migli t nggnivato 
the case of the vnnquishcd. The hi^itoricA of Giovio, 
Guiocianlini and othcrs, would lay our di^honc^ty o|ien. 
It was Dot our aim to ofier a rcproach to Frcnrh valor, 
which we are among the forcmo^t to acknowlcdge 
and bonor. We only aimcd at making Italian valor 
known; and in this, hi<»tory ainply bears us out On 
this subject let us be allo%ved to protcst agaiuMt the 
base oontcnlions, which frcqiicntly Icad mcn of different 
natkms to cast into cadi othcr's faces, — oAen summon- 
iug belpfrom falsehood,— -their shame and theirfaults; 
OD the cootra^, we hold it as a duty of tliose who love 
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human nature, to trample under foot, and modier Ihose 
Bparktf of hatrcd, unfortunatély too lasting and miìddal, 
Uicrcby following the law of lore and ju«tiee prodaimed 
in the gosi^eh . 

Bui what sliall we tay of thote enmities more foolish, 
— aye, moro sacrìlegious, which have sometimes histed so 
long bctwcen partìes of the same notkm ? Unfortunatelj 
Italy cannot blot out from licr national escutcheon tlie 
&Uun of tliis crime and shame ; altliough the whole world 
will lillow to hcr Uie primocy of merit and glorj in oUicr 
n»i)cct8. Altliough UuMe animosities Imve alwajrs been, 
uiid are now more tlian everi dcplored and aocursed, 
stili the blume la verjr far from fiUing the measure of tlie 
guilt« 

It ÌA thcn our opinion that whocvcr undcrtakòs to 
record Foinc of thasc painful cvcnts with which our his- 
toricd are unhappily tccming, may indccd fulfil a grcat 
duty, iuiperfectiy, it Ì8 true, but not unprofìtubly or alto- 
gcther usclcssl/. And morcovcr it sccms to us that thia 
vcnlict of blamc must Api>car moro sincere and more 
weiglity wlien it bcars on onc's nutal place ; othcrwise 
the jutlgment might appcar partial, and not altogether 
f ree from tliat intemational jealousy which it ìs the pur- 
ix)se of tlic writer to condcmn. Thcrcforc, in our opinion, 
none coiild bo more in duty bound to let a solemn record 
of condeinnaiìuii be placed against the memory of Crai- 
ano d'Asti, than he who shores with him a common birth* 
phicc in Piedmont. 

It Ì3 truc, however, that Napione hos long ago expressed 
the oi>inion of the Piedmontese as rcgards that traitor. 
^ That countrymen of ours from Asti, who in the famoua 
Passogo-ot-Arms of Quadrato^ having taken up arma 
with tlie French against the Italiana, not only ahared 
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with them the igoominy of a defeat, but, having fjdlen in 
the Btrugglcy li was the opinion of ali at the time, that 
he had been deservedly punished for hi* folly, because he 
had dared to take up arma against hli country in &Tor 
of a strange nation." * 

Bui be it said for our comfort, that in thia day, let 
Italy be searched finom end to end« not a single one 
could be feundy who would foUow the example of that 
wretch* 

l«eh.U. 



THE END. 
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